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COVCRNMHIt VP VttpjKt. 

GOriRKOR OF BENOAt. 


Eia Exceilencj Colou«l the Riirhi Hoa'bU Sir Jon iUrmoOK, 
O.C.Bm O.C.l.E. 

ItSKBERS OF THi: EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Th« Hon’hle Sir Peovasii Chi kdek Mtrriai, kt., c.i.k., in chai|ro of 
the folkwing port folio* ; — 

1. Lmi 4 Bovenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4 

6. Le^daiive. 

The Ilon’ble Alhadj Sir Aiidelkerim (im r.XAVi, kt., in eharjre of (ho 
following portfolios: — 

1. Emigratioii. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj PUgriniagc. 

5. Forosto. 

6. Iff^tioft* 

iiio Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Woowead, c.i.e., m Ouatgt of tho 

por^ ^ 

1, ’ 

, 

3. 

4.1 Itinn^ 

A/ 



4 GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 


The Hon'hle Mr. E. N. Reid, c.i.b., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

(1. Judicial. 

7. Ilusaribugli Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Ilon’ble Nuwab K. (i. M. Fahouii, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following jKirtfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries < excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ki{vvaj.\ NAziMrnniN, t .i.e., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Buoy Peasad Sixgh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

L liocal Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 
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PBINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

corxciL. 


President. 

Tl»e Hon'ble Raja Sir Mwiiiiiu Nath Hn CiiArDiiiRi, kt., of 
Santosh. 


Depi tt !*rksidknt. 

Mr. R \z\i ii H\hm\n Kiivn, im.. 


PaiMl of Chairmon for the thirty-ninth Soiiion* 

1. Mr. B. (’. ('h.mtkrjff, Bur -at*Ui\v. 

2. Khan Balia<lar Maulvi Azizrr I! \gi e. 

3. Mr. W, If. TiioMr.soN. 

4. Mr. Sy\m\I'Hosu« Bar -at-Luw. 

Secretary to the Couin il — G. G. UmiPKa, i.c.s. (offg.). 

Aaeiitant Secretarie« to the Council — A. M. HrTcmaoN and K. N. 
MAJtrMoaa. 

Regiitrar to the Council — J. W. McKat, i.8*o. 




BENGA LEaSLAlWE CX)UNaL 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBEM. 

A 

Afzftl, Nawal>7,a(la Kliwnja Muhaiiiiiiatt, Kliati Daliiulur, [Dacca City 
(Muhammadau). ] 

Ali, Maulvi Hai^san. [Dinajpur < Muhammadan). ] 

AH. Maulvi Syetl Xaushor. | -loHsorc South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Ilogra (Muhammudtut). ] 

Armatronjr, Mr. W. L. f Prcaidcnry and Burdwan (Kuropcan).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. nicnpul (')iamher (^ommcrce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Sliaik Huhim. ( floo^hly rum liowrah Municipal 
( Muhammadan). ] 

Bak.sh, Maulvi S\cd Majid. j.losHore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Balm Halit Kumar. [Bukar^anj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Rai Saliil» Sarat (Miaiidia [ Faridpur South (Non-Muhammad(in.)] 
Balluld), Rai Bahadur Dchcndra Nath ['.^4- Parian as Rural North 

( Non-Muhamnmdain. ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. f IM-Pur^mnas Rural South (Non-Muhammadun).] 
Banerji Rai Baiiadur K»v«ihali (Miandra. f Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madun ) . ] 

Banncrjce, Buhu JittMidralal. [ Birldium (N<»n-Muhiimmadan).] 
Barrna. Rai Sahih Pamhanan, u ii.h. [Ran^pur West (Non-MuhMU- 
inadan). ] 

Basic Uddin, Khan Sahih Maulvi Mohammed. [ Uajshahi North 
( Muhammadan). | 

Basu. Bahu Jutiriilra Nath, [('alcutta North (Non-MuhammadaD).^ 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nmlia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Ben^^al (’haml>er of (’ommerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. K. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. 8. M., Bur.-at-I#aw. (Calcutta Hast (Non-Muhumtnadan),] 
Bural, Babu (lokul Chand [('ulcutta South Central (Non*Muham» 
madan).] 

Bum, Mr. H. H. <Ben#ful ChumlKer of Commerce.) 

C 

Chatteriee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-r.AW. [Bakarganj North (Nou^MiiImIimi* 
madan).] 

Chaudbtiri, Babu Kishori Mohan. fRajshah} (Non^MuhaiDtiiidaii).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Siddeswar. (Expert, Nominated.) 



8 ALPHABlTICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Chandhuri, I)r. Jogeudra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non^Mnham* 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-nffirial.) 

(Chaudhuri, Maulvi Osman Haider. [Tippera North 

(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Ahsar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan ). ] 

Chowdhiiry, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul tihani, n.r.. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
mudun). ] 

Cohen, Mr. J). J. (Nominated Non -official.) 

Coppingei, .Major-tieneral W. V., r.i.K., d.s.o., m.d., i , i.m.S. 

(Nominated Official.) 

CcH)per, Mr. (J, (i. (Indian date Mills Assof iation.) 

D 

Das, Rai Bahadur Knmini Kumar, M.n k. [Chittagong (.\on-Muham- 
madan). 1 

Das, Uai Bahadur Satyemlra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. l!ari<lhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Kuiufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymenvingh South-West 
(Muhammadan). ] 


F 

FanKpii, the Ifon’ble Nawab K. (i, M.. Khan Bahadur. [Minister.] 
[Tippera Soutiv (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr, !^. R, (Nonitniited Official.) 

Fazlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campl>ell. [Rresidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Qangali» Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghoee, Dr. Atnulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Mahammadan).] 
Ghoee, Rai Bahadur Sasoiika Comar, c.i.e. (Dacca tlniversity.) 
Ohumari, the Hon ’hie Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, ExecutiTa 
Council). 
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Gilishrist, Mr. B. N. (XomiimttMi Official.) 

OoMika, Rai Bahadur Badrida^^, cm.e. (Benjral Marwart As«<)ciatioii.) 
Ghiha, Babu Profulla Kumar. [24*Parg‘ana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-ofiicial.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., r.i.K., u.ilk. [Hunkura West (Non. Muhammadan).] 

H 

Hakim, Mnulvi Abiiul. [ MMuensin^rh ('entrul ( .Mtihiimmnilun). ] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur ^faulvi [Nadia < Muhammiidan), ] 

Hasheiny, Maiilvi Syeil Jalaluddin [Khulna (Muluinnnadtiii^. ] 
Henderson, Mr. A. (i. K. (Nominated (dlicial.) 

Hi^pnH, Mr. H. (Kxpert, Nominated.) 

Hodj^c, Mr. J. 1). V . (’ i.K. (Nominated tM!i(ial.) 

Hoque, Kazi Kmdadul [ Han^rpur Ka«t ( Muhainmadaii) ) 

Ilosain, Nawah MiiNiiairuf. Khan Bahadur. | Malda • tnn .laipaij-rnri 
(Muhammadan). 1 

Hossain, Maiilvi Muhammad { Bakar^anj .Nortli i Muhammadan). ] 
Huq. M r. A. K. Fa/,l-ul. I Hakarjranj West (.Muhammadan) ] 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (N<»minated Non-oHieiai ) 


K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kaseni, Maulvi Abul (Burdwan Division North ( Muhammatbiii) ] 
Khan. Maulvi Amin-u/.-Zainan. (.Nominateil t)f!i(ial.) 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muar.7.am Ah. ( Ihihna (Muhammadan).] 
Khiyfi, Maulvi Tamizuddin [ Faridpur S<»uth (.Muhammadan).] 
*Khan, .Mr. Kuzaur liahman, a i.. | Daiea Fast Hural (Muliam- 

inadan). ] 


L 

liol Muhumnied. Ilaji (Hajshuhi South (Mufiammadafi ) I 

liaw, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Ben^m! National t’hamber of (’ommereo.) 

Leeson, Mr, it. W. iHen^ml Fhamber of Foininerce. ) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Mr. B. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


* JDtfaiiy lYmklant, Ucoind Ltigtdmlivt 
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ALPHABlSTICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitier, the Hon*ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt. c.i.e. (Member 
Executive Council.) * 

Mittra, Balm Sarat Chandra. f24.Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-af-Law. (^Oalruffa University.) 

Mortimer, Mr. 11. R. [Rajshahi (European).] 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satish (Chandra, fllooghly Rural (Xon- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rui Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Xominated Xon-offirial.) 

N 

Nag, Babu Suk Eal, [Khulna (Xon-Muharninadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Xoii-official.) 

Namly. Maharaja Sris Cliandra. of Kasimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nnzimuddin. the Hon‘bl»‘ Mi Khwaja, c i k. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Traden .Association ) 


0 


Ordish, Mr. .1, E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Ormond, Mr. E. (\ fPresidem y and Biirdwan ( EuroptMiii).] 

P 

Petre, Mr. B. F. (Indian Mining AnHoriation. ) 

Philpot, Mr. If. C. V. (Nominated Othcial.) 

Poddar, Mr. Anunda Mohan. (Bengal Mahujan Sabhn.) 

Pmldar, Seth Ilunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West ( Xon-Muhammadan).] 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.k. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahtnan, Maulvi Asiiur. [Mymeitsitigh North-West (Muhammadaii).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman. Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. (24-Parganas Rural (Muham- 
madan.)] 
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II 


Baikal, Mr. Prosanna Deb, [Jalpai^ri (Xon-Muhamtnadan).] 

Bat Mabasai, Munindra Deb. [Hoojrhly Munirip^ (Non- 
Mubamroadan).] 

Bay, Babu Amulyadhan. f Jessore South (Nou-Muhamiiiadan). ] 

Bay, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Noii-Muhanunadan).] 

Bay, Babu Naj^endra Xarnyan, ii.i,. [Uanjrpur Kastt (Xon-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bay, Kumar Shih Shekhareswjir. (UajHhahi I^andholdera.) 

Bay, Maharaja Jag^adish Nath, of Dinajpur. [ Dinajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswur. m.a. [Malda ( Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Bay Chaudhuri, the Ilon'lde Raja Sir Maninatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Darca l44ind holders.) 

Bay Chowdhury, Babu Sati^h Chandra, f MyineiiHin^rh Ka«t (Non- 
Muhuminadan). ] 

Ray Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. <. Nominated Ntm-ofhriul.) 

Reid, the Hon'ble Mr. R. N.. c.i.k. {Member, Kxeciitive (^mnril.) 
Ros.*!, Mr. J. {Indian Tea As.Ho<'mtioii. ) 

Rout, Balm lIo.Heni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan,)] 

Roy, Babu IfariUinsa, f IljoMah Rural (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Boy, Babu Jilemlra Nath, (.lensore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath [ iM-l’arjfnna.H Municipal South (Non- 
Muhnnimadan).] 

Boy, Mr. SaileH^^ar Sin^rh. |Burdwan North ( Non-.Miiliammadan). ] 
Roy, Mr Sarut Kumar. * PreHidem-} IwindholderM. ) 

Roy, the H on’ble Mr, Bijov CraMad Sinj^h. [Mininter.] | Bunlwan 
Soutli (.Non-Muhammadan) ] 

Roy (’houdhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. ( Noakhali ( .N(»n-Muham* 
mudan). ] 

8 


Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. | IM-rarframi!* Municipal (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Sabana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura Fui^t (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Samad, Maulvi AIkIum. [Mur^ihidabnd ( Multamrnudan. ) ] 

Sarkar, Balm Bemwl Bihuri. {Kxp^rt, .NominatiHl. ) 

Barker, Rai »Sahib Kebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen, Mr. B. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Sen, Mr. Cirinh Chandra. (Kxpert, Nominated.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sen (Jupta, Dr. Narenh (’haiidra, [Mymenttingh VWftt (Non* 
Muhammadan),] 

Sbah, Maulvi AImIuI Hamid. [Mymeoainich Faiat (Muhammadan).] 
Singba, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong I jand holder*.) 


Praskleot of tie* Battfaf Ldfiaiallvv 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


.Singh, Srijut Tiij Bahadur. [Mur^hidabad (Xon-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhu|>endra Narayan, of Naahipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Xilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Xon- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [ Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. II. K. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. If, S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

T 

ThomuH, Mr. M. I*. (Indian Jute Mills As.HO<‘iation.) 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Townend, Mr. II, P, V. (Nominated Offiidul.) 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. (Nominated Oflicial.) 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. II. U., cm.k. (Nominated Official.) 

W(K)<ihead, the Il(»n ble Mr. J. A . c.i.i:. (Member, ICxecutive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. M, C. (Bengal (’humber of ('oinnierce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Thirty-ninth Setsion.) 
Volume XXXIX--N 0 . 3. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk (’orxc il met in the Council C'humher in tin* Ciuincil Uoumc, 
Calcutta, on Monilay, the loth August, 19H*J, at M f>.nK 


Present: 

Mr. President ithe Hoii’hle Haj:i Sir Nmh It at 

CllAlDlirRl, Ki.. of SantoHh) in the Chair, the four lion hie MeinherA 
of the Executive (^)uncil, the thret‘ llon’hle Miiii.xterH and HUt nominated 
and eler ted mt'inber.H. 


Oath or afflrmetion. 

The follow inj^ meinlM'f** muile an oath ol flieo allcR^iaiKi* to the 
Crow n : — 

Mr. H. H. Mortimer. 

Mr. K. V. iVtre. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawers were gtvea) 

The Ranaghat Peepit*i Banlu 

*31. Mr. tARAT KUMAR ROYs (a) Will the Hoti'ble Mtnt«ter 
ID charge of the Agriculture and Inciuatrien Department l>e pleaned to 
•tate whether it a fact that the late Babu Indubhuiian Hbadnri inia- 
appropriated a large amount of money from the lUnaghat People's 
Bank and waa prosecuted therefor? 



14 QUESTIONS. [15ra Am., 

{b) If the aiMwer to (a) ia in the affinoative, will tlio Hon’Ua 
Miniater be i^leaaed to atato— 

(i) when the defalcation waa detected; 

(u) when the proaecution waa ordered ; and 

(Hi) what atepa, if any, are being taken to realiae the money? 

(r) la it alao a fact that at the Inat annual meeting of the aaid 
Bank <he [K^rnon who had helped Indu Babu in the defalcation waa 
again api>ointed uh Ihe paid 8e<Tetary of the Bank with the approval 
and in the ffrcHciue of the Regiatrur and Collp(*tor-rhairman? 

¥ 

MINISTER In chtrgt of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 

Bahadur)! (^i) No. The late IndtihhuHai) Bhaduri had no connection 
with the llanaghat People’H Bank. 

(h) and (r) Do not ariM*. 

Union Courts in Chittagong. 

*00. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: {a) With refennco 
to the reply given to claiiHO (cl of Htamnl question No. 104 of the 
tllst July, Uh'U, will the Hon’ble Memln'r in charge of the Judicial 
Department he plea.Hed to state whether it is u fac t that the union 
boards Were reconstituted in ('hittagong in the lust Bengali year? 

(h) Is it not a fact that there are ns many union courts in the 
districts of Bunlwan, Birbhuin, Bunkura. llownih, 24-Pnrganas, Niulia, 
Jessore, I)ac<^». Mymensingh, Faridpur, Rajshahi, Bankura and MaJda 
an there are union henches? 

(c) Are the (ioveniment considering the desinihility of establish- 
ing union (ourls wliere there are union Ivnches now in Chittagong.'* 
{tl) If the answer to clause (r) is in the negative, what is the 
reason for not «loing so? 

(el Is the lion' hie Member awun* that the {vuhlic are willing and 
anxious to have union courts in the district of Chittagong? 

MEMBER in ohargt of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tbo HoiPblo 
Mr. R. N. Rold): (oi Yes 

(h) Y'ee, excepting Birbhum and Rajshahi. 

(c) Yea. 

(<f) Doe* not arise. 

(a) The genend public have not yet ahown any anxiety, bat soiiio 
|MH*ticular membem of iome union boards are anxious far union couria 
to be eatublished. 



QUESTIONS. 


1 « 


imi 


Wawing; imhiitriw in tlw NnnirancMj MMvWoRi 

Mr. ANANOA MOHAN POOOAR: (<■) I» iii» Hon Mo 
ICuiister in charge of the Agriralture and IndustrieH I>i>|iartnient 
9mm— 

(t) that then* is a larpo numln'r of wt'avers enffagetl in tlu* viltaK<^ 
of tho Naruyanfranj subdivision in the (listrirt of Dumi in 
wtNivinif haiicll<H)iiis, .sjHM ially at MudhalHii, ]*iuichnmi- 

and Kanchan, etc.; 

{it) that tho wwkly collovtions frtuii tho sulo^priHvods of tho 
various sorts of band-woven rluths only at Madbabdi hai 
amount to afmul Its. 50 . (MH); 

(mi) that these weavers, in spites of their hard lalxnir and skill, 
are unable to make any iirofit owinfr to exploitatiim b> the 
Iraders and lirokersy 

(h) Is the Hofi'ble Minister ronsitlerin^ th« diNsirahilitv of — 

(0 inquirinjr into the eomlifion id this wiHivini; industry in the 
Nurayan^^anj sulKlivision ; and 

(it) orpinisinjr them* weavers on a ro-ojierative liasisy 

Th« Horr'Me Ntwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, KKan Bahailiir: (a) (i) 

Yes. 

(li) (lovemment have no information. 

(if/) nie weavers an* doubtless exploitiMl liv the tlalijls or middle- 
men cajiitalists who finame them and take over their ♦ini«hi*d iiroduets 
at lates Mow- the market rates, Jtut even under these conditions the 
peraona eng'aii^eil in the haiidliMim weavin^r induNtr>' find it (profitable 
to cany on their business. 

(h) (i) and (tt) In view of the farts stiiteil in the re|>lies to (a) (/*) 
and (ifV) (foveininent do not consider it n<M‘ 4 *ssiiry to set up any s|)e<*ittl 
inveatifrotion. but they favour an extension of the (lolirv already Wing 
followefi there, of organising the wea\er« and others engugml in the 
occupation on a co-o(H»nitive basis. There are fto wearem' MoedetieH in 
the Narayanganj sulKiivision which work on a rmlit bnais and which 
are fitianreil by the Ikiciw (’o-o(»erative Industrial T'nion, Limited: 
There arc also HO credit societies, the members of wbieh are agricuL 
tiuriats who have taken up weaving as a auWidiary mYaiiiaiion, Theme 
•ocieties arc affiliated to the Naniyanganj Central CV^^bperative Bank, 
limited. The Dacca CVMfperative Indttutria] Union, limited. 
inch oeoaaioiial arraugementa for the male of the prodnetm of theae 
aoeietiefi an may from time to time W necemsary. 



It 


QUESTIOHB. 


M iahadlir KBiHAB GNANDR|I BANERtI: Will ilie Hoa’bk 
Hiniiiier pleased to state whether be a'ill Have aa iaquiiy made hy 
the l>ac<a Co-operative Industrial TTuion, Limited, regarduig ^ adb> 
proceeds of thess* societies? ‘ 


TN Hofi'bla Niwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bthailurs 1 want 

notice*. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what prarticuil stepn (tovernnieiit have taken in or^nia- 
ing these industries? 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I have 
already stated that in iiiy reply; I hu\e nothin^r further to add. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI; (hi a point of 
information, Sir. Will the llon’lde Mini'-tei he j>leased to state whether 
an inquiry was made hy the Industrial Fnion? 


Tha Hoft’blf Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I have 

already asked for notice. 


Railway atation at Faridpur. 

*82. Rai 8ahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN: {a) Ts the Hon’ble 

Member in charge i>f the Public Works (Hailwaysi l)e|«rtment awltre 
that the inen'hants of Faridpur for more than two years have been 
consigning their gtHsls hy steamer insttsul of hy railway owing to 
serious iiK'onvenieiKv for want <»f a suitable railway station at Farid- 
|mr? 

(h) Will the Hon'hle Meiiilier be [>lease<l to state whether the wui- 
wuy authorities will take up the pnqiosed construotion of a railway 
station at the selerted new site in the neJrt dry season? 

(r> If the answer to (fi) is in the negative, are the Govenunent 
CHinsidering the desirahility of asking the railway authorities to expe- 
dite the construction of the new railway station? 


MEMBER in Minrei ef FUBLIO WORKS (RAILWAY!) DlRAlilr- 
MBNT (Uw Htii*blt Mr. 4. A. Weedbud): (a) Govemraenl beve B# 
iaformation on this subject. 



I 


ofTEsnoim. 


M 


cooitnirtioii of a stotion cm a new aite liepcmdi on tW 
of iKo Kai^tern Bongral Railway autboritiea obinining an 
f(W ihh jnirpoao fmm the Ihn'ernment of India. No aum 
Iml" been earmarked for thin jnirfwee in the current year^a Railway 
Bndgnt. and ther<» in no jinwpect of obtaining fundn next year. 


(c) In view of the re|ily to (h) it; will be uatdenn iit [avaeni for 
Government to ank the mil way nuthoritieH to ex|»edite the i'onntruc'ttoa 
in queation. 


Mtaa-MUL KAtEM: In the Ilon'hie Member aware that in 
apite of depression, furuls are allotted for particular railway construc- 
tion work by the Railway Biuird and in view* of that, will the Ilon’hlo 
Membef be please<l to press the Railway Board f<>r a stiiluhh* railway 
station at Faridpur!' 


Tht Hofl*ble Mr^ <!• A. WOOOHCAD: I ha\e nothing further to 

add to rny reply to (piestion (n. 


Cradt pay of the e m ployaa i of tlia Bengal Cowar n mant Braas. 

*$3. Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MUtLIOK: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Finance Dejwrtment l»e |>le<iMe<! to lay on the 
t&Uo atstaternent showing in the years 19H> and IJ>2I grade pay of 

Ibo— 


(i) Ovemeers, 

(fi) Section-holders, uiul 
(m) the Senior Readers 


of the Bengal (iovemnient Press together with the basis of their daily 
working hours ? 


(b) Is it a fact that at the time of general roviston in 1920 the pay 
of Gm Owsmeers, Sect ion -holders and the Senior Hc«aders was increased 
basis of their working hours was increased from 7 hours to 10 


' s (#V lb it a fact that at present the Oremeem, Section-holdem and 
Ybo Senior Readers of the Government Press work 8 botirs a day Y 



u 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th Aw., 


(d) Will thii Mmber be pleased to lay on the table a 

statement showing for the months from January to June, 1932, the 
attendance of — 

(J) the Overseers, 

(2) the Section-holders, and 
(J) the Senior Headers? 


MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (Um HotPlilo 

Mr. «l. A. Woodhetd): (a ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) Yes, except that the regular working hours were increased to 
8 hours. Overtime however is not earned by the oflBcers mentioned 
till after 10 hours. 

(r) Ye.s, the regular houis of work are 8 himrs a day on 5 day® 
of the week and 5 lumrs on Saturday. 

(d) A statement i.s laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to elaintf (a) of started question 



No. fi3. 

liUO. 

f t U if It f sit 

mi 

OwtWM'm 

lU 



( 1 1 Jot» 


1 

6 

1 

(2) Curront 

.. nis 

. . 200 - I0~~30t» 

(3) amt Vmm 

JiO 

. . 20(V-~lO-3<» 

(4) CoiUidoiitUU 


2t)0^~iO--JOO 

Section •holik'rn 


. . 100—^— 150^ 

HwmI lioMler 

•1 

r3O(v-in-«o0 

Selectton fifSHtem 


1 


The regular working hours of the Press are 8 hours a day on EAny® 
of the week and 6 hours on Saturday, hut the above ofBeeiB «ie 
eligible for overtime allowance till after 10 hour®. 
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Staterfu^Mt referred to iu chute (d) of Ike tiarrtd qwetium No, ^3, 

ATrarnufCE or Ove^skkes, Skction-houikiis. Hr4r» Eeadrii ak» 
Selection Grade Kkadfrs foe six months rROM Jantait TO 
JrNF, 1932. 


rWieigtiAtion. 

Xuinher of dnye {inmient. 

Janti- 

arv. 

i»kv 

Kelirti 

an*, 

Itt32. 

Manh. 

I»32 

Afinl, 

ias2. 

Mav. 

ia32 

June, 

l»32. 

lf(*rhiiJik«] Corn|XMiinA ()v»»ni«*r 

2.^ 

23 

23 

23 

25 


Machine luiti UindlinA Ovnrwr 

22 

21 

IH 

HI 

**i"i 

21 

CotrjficMinA OiTP-niwr 

23 

15 


24 

*> 

25 

Section 'hokior ‘A * 

2.’^ 


23 

■ 

23 

U 

.. • B ’ 

25 


22 

Hj 

HI 

25 

m ■ ^ 

25 


23 

Hi 

Hi 

24 

« • I) ' 

20 

lA 

14 

24 

25 

24 

M ' K ’ 

23 

22 

22 

24 

25 

24 

M • F • 

25 

23 

22 

23 

25 

24 

' (i ' 

“5 

23 

2.1 

24 

25 

24 

' X ’ 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

23 

Sect ion -holder. Lino, luui Mono. 

22 

21 

22 

24 

12 


ihito 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

25 

Section «hoUk>r, Duttnhuling 

10 


0 

24 

25 

23 

Heed Reeder 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

24 

Selection Grade Reeder 

25 

23 

lit 

21 

24 

23 

Ditto 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

24 

* Ditito 

23 

23 

22 

24 

25 

1 


frofMor of PHyiiofogy in Uit CalciitU Mitfioil GoUtfi. 

tiby JITENORALAL BANNIR^IEs (a) With r<*f<!r«nr« 
to tilt reply jfiven to starrcHl qiiention No. 161 at the Council meeting 
liiikion the 23rtl March, 1932, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
^ LodU Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether the 
nainea of all the candidates were included in the Hit given by bimf 














QUESTIONS. 


[15th Auci., 




Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: WiU the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaued to tell us if it was a fact that a cow was slaughtered in one 
of theee Hindu houses? 

The Hon’Me Mr. R. N. REID: 1 have no information to that effect. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if the Government is prepared to issue instructions 
not to slaughter cows in Hindu houses? 


The Hon’bla Mr. R. H. REID: If they find it necessary, Govern- 
ment will issue sucli instructions. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state wh.'tlier he is aware that Hindus feel great pain and 
disgrace if cows are slaughtered in their houses? 

Tho Hofi’bla Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir, T suppose so. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
bo pleased to state whether it is a fact that these houses were occupied ns 
a measure of punishment? 

The Hon’bia Mr. R. N. REID: No. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be please<l to state how the selection was made? 


Tht Hon*bl« Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 


SiiptrintafideflU of Covommont Moolom hoMolt. 

*S7. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: (a) Will the 

Hon’hle Minister in chargt* of the Education Department be pieaaed to 
atate — 

(i) whether the superintendents of Moslem hostels attached to 
Government ('olleges rt'side in the hostels permanently; and 
(m) whether the sui>eriutendents t>f the Government Moslem hostels 
attached to th? Islumia College (Calcutta), the Krishnagar 
(kdlege and the Hmighly College are members of the teaching 
staff of these thret* colleges? 



QUESTlOlfS. 




as 


(ib) If tbe ananrer to (a) (n> h in the tM»gii!kiTt, will Iko |[oa*bl0 
Ifinistor be piewNtnl to sitote — 

(i) whether (ioxernment are aware that j»uch appoiutnienti# o«t- 
siiltTH are in violation of the sugge^iiongi made by the 
('•nlrutta Univeraity Commiaaion in their Ileport, Vol. I, 
Chapter VI, paragraphs 4d and 71, and Rule 12, Seidion I» 
Chapter IX (jaige d0(». line 4 rt 4fe</.l, <»f the Hengal Edu- 
cation (Vale, 1931 ; and 

(it) the nuniber of Moslem hn'tiirers and professor^ in each of the 
three colleges referred to in (o) (ii)y 


lc> Are the (iovernrnent considering the di^sirubility of taking 
remedial measures to make the appointments in the superintendenUhips 
of the three college Moslem hostels eonftirm to Rule 12, Section I, 
Cbaiiier IX, of the Bengal Education ('od**, 1931 ^ 


MINISTER in ohir^of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th« Hon'blt 
Mr. Khwaja NazimudcHn) : (u) (/> Y es, unless exempted hy tlie Director 
of Public Instruction (»r by an\ otle*r competent authority. 

{in So, but tlu' as>istant .superintendent of the Buktr Hostel, 
which i.s attached to the Islainia (Villege, is ii memla»r of the' teaching 
staff of that college*. 

(f/f (?) The superintendent of the Baker Hostel is the Head Master 
of the Anglo-Persian Department of the madrasah: he w^as appointed 
in 1913 when it uas iin unuttachesl hostel. 

The 8upt*rintendent of the hostel attache<l to the Hooghly College 
18 the senior Kngli.sh teacher of the Hooghly Madruaah. The superin- 
tendent of the joint hostel for the students of the Krishnagar (!kdlego 
and Collegiate ScIkkiI is the Head Mnuivi of that school. They w4»ro 
appointed because there were no suitable teacliers of the colleges will- 
ing to take up the work. 

fioveninient do not cori.sider that in the circmmstaiices the prin- 


underlying the sugg<‘stionM 

cjiioti'**! have Wen 

violated. 

(*») 

Nutnlsir of Mdslimt 
profMMors. 

Nutnlmr of lfo4»m 
tepturM**, 

Islamia ('oUege 

. . 5 

12 

Krishnagar College 

... 1 

1 

Hooghly Collego 

... 1 

1 


(c) Does not arise. 



u 


QVB8Tim». 


Mr. JVAHAfjROMB MOOKER^EE: Do«*'^ Hon'y* Minuter 
nean that in thw ialaum College there is no one to act as anperintendent 
of the hoetel attached to the college ? 

The HeffW* Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: 1 never said that. At 
ithe time the superintendent was appointed he was not on the teaching 
ttftff. 

KMn B«hadlir Mtuiwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that with reference to the Krishnag|u* College, when a member of 
the teaching staff was appointed at an early stage, the experiment was 
not successful? 

Tilt Hon'bla Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Ilon’hle Minister kindly 
state whether tliis is definite inforniution, or merely a matter of pre- 
sumption ? 

TKa Hofi’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: So far as 1 remember, 
it is based on the report of the Director of Public Instnielion, but I 
cannot say definitely. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Iloirblo Minister 
consider the desirability of asking one of the professors of the Islamia 
College to he the superintendent of the hostel.^ 

TN Hon’btt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The present supirin- 
teiident is doing his work quit^^ satisfactorily, and 1 do not think it 
necessary to make a change. 

3-lo p.m. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Does the II on Tde Minister 
eon.sider it desirable that the as>istant superintendent of a hostel should 
be a lecturer in a college, and the .sup<‘rinteudent a teacher in u .school? 

Tht Hofi*bl« Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The superintendent 
is a senior man and bidongs to the Ibmgal Educational Senrict'. 

RtVtriml B. A. NAC: l>o««s the llon'ble Minister know of occasiona 
when the Director of Public InstriK'tion or any other competent authority 
has excused superintendents of hostels from living in the hoatels? 


Tbi NfiPbIt Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Tea. 



QtJESTIONg. ^ 

'ItMWlM Ba /it liUC S Will the Hon’ble tfhUiiter bb jilcMcd to etoto 
whether that ie not considered to be apainst the disoipline of the hostel? 

Tito HoH'blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: In special circnm. 

stances, a superintendent is justified in livinp outside tiie hostel. 


Olfioers Monging ta the baekward clasut in tha OaloutU Poliaiw 

•68. Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the llon’hle Member 
in charg*e of the I*oli((^ ])e]Niitnitnit Ih» pleuMnl to state 

(/) how many otiiceis ladtuig^iii^ to the biM'kwani rlusses there are 
in the rank of As.sistant rommissioner of Police, inspector, 
8ub-insp<M'tor and a.ssistant sub-inhpe(’U>r of police in (he 
(':dcntta Police; 

(iM htiw many ap[>oiiitments have Ixvn made in those |>osts since 
the year IJrjO ; and 

(iit) how many of them havt* puie to the haikward class candi- 
dates h 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (i) None. 

<ff) Diret t a])fK»intments to thf»se jxists were as ffillous:- - 


Assistant (’ommissionei ... None. 

InsjxMtor .. None. 

Sub-in.spector ,V) 

Assistant stih-inspector 14 

(in) None. 


Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will thf Hon’hle Member be pleased 
to state (he reason why no me?riber <»f the backward cdusses has been 
appointed to (he r'alcuttn Police P 


Th# Hcn*bla Mr. R. N. REID: Presumably, Wcause, they had not 
the necessary qiialihcations. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Is the Hon^ble Memlw^r aw'are that 
there have been qualifi<*<l candidates fitjiii backward classes since Pt21 P 


Tba Han^bl# Mr. R. N« RBIOs I am not aware of it. 



QUESTIONS. 


26 


[IIth Ato., ' 


■abu AMUf.YAOHAN RAY: Will the Hon^hle Member be pleaeed 
to tel) UB whether the backward*claBs candidates will meet with the 
Bame fate in the future as they did in the pastK 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Ro^ration fees on private motor cars. 

*69. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: {a) AVill the Hon’lde Menilier in charge 
of the Police Deportment lie pleiiNcd to states whether it is the inten- 
tion of the (it>vernment to charge i»i‘'riodic registration fees fvn private 
motor cars already registered, in addition to the tax levied under the 
Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax A< l, 

(/>) Has ^h(^ attention of the Hon’hle M'einlMM- Imh'U drawn to the 
draft amendment pro|s>s<Hl to he made to Holes umler the Motor 
Vehicles Ad, 1914, whereby it is projiosed to levy a is^riodir regis- 
tration fee on such private motor cars?' 

(r) Are tin* (}ov(*rnment consiclciing tin* advisability of dropping 
su<*h propisal for (*ntailing addition. i! I.ixation on such cars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No. (iosernment propose to 

introduce a Bill amending section 4 (•/) of (In* Bengal Motor Vehicles 
Tax Act during tin* present session ,iinl introduction has only l>een 
delayed )H*ndiiig the sanction of the rfovernnn‘nt of India which has 
just been received. 

(A) and (c) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(anftwen to which were Ukl down on the table) 
Proottt-tcrvcfi. 

32. SabM LALIT KUMAR BAL: (a) D the Hmrhle Member in 
<4iarge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(•) that the practice f*f watching the residence of the Judicial and 
Executive officers by pr<M‘e.ss-»erverB wa» strictly prohibited 
in Oovernment circular Xos. 71 -93.1 /D., dat^ the 27Ui 
May. 1931 : 

(ii) that such practice still obtains at Chittagong. Dacca. Jalnai* 
guri and Kurigram (Rangpur); and 
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(ni) that prwess-servers of different sfatioud are every now and 
then petitioning the (lovernment over thiii partieular 
grievance hut to no effect? 

{b) If the answer to is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for not abolishing the practice completely? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: on The circular in question 
prohibits the employment of prtK'ess.scrvers in h(Misi*hoId or personal 
work. 

(it) The information is not correit. 

(til) No such petition from any pr»H‘fXM-MM ver was received by 
Government. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the llon'bh' Member 

be pleased to state the numhei of petition^ oi pji)» ess-serveri* pending 
before Government? 

The Hofl’bla Mr. R. N. REID: I am uiiaid it would take me some 
time to add them up. 

Mr. MARENDRA KUMAR BA8U; Will tin* Hon’ble Member 

bo pleased to state how maii\ petition** lo* has \ *eened frfUii the proee****. 
senders during the last two Nears? 

The Hofi’bleMr. R. N. REID: 1 must a-'k fiu nofiee of that ([in*slion. 


Leprosy in Banhura. 

33. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA! (oi Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charg** of the Local Self-(»o\ernmefit I) •paTtmcnt aware that 
it has been stated that Bankura is the w'orst distriet In the wlnde of 
the province regarding the evil of leprosy? 

(//» If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the HonMda 
Minister l>e jileased to stale what steps, if any, the fboernment hava 
taken or are taking tor the iinprovenient of the [Misilion? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. BldOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (n) Ym. 

ib) Government make to the Bankurii I>eper Home an annual 
capitation grant which during the last three years has amounted to 
the following: — 



Rs. 


... 9,240 

1930 

... 9,000 

1931 

... 9,652 



IS 
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They have made the following gnmte to the Bengal Branch of the 
Bi^i^sh Empire I^eprosy Association for general anti-leproey work in 
the province : — 


193041 

193142 

193243 


Hs. 

6,490 

2,884 

6,564 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether there are statistics to show Ae 
number of lepers in each district in Bengal?* 

The HOfl’bIt Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Xo, there is none. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state what is the basis of the infonuatiou on 
which the statement regarding the incidence of leprosy in the district 
of Bankura was prepared*' 

Tha Hofi*IHa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There was a 
survey a few years hack and this statement lias been taken from the 
report of that survey. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Are the figures available 
in the census report P 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They are not 

complete. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state %\hether any survey has l>een completed 
in the other districts of Bengal? 


Tha HofPbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. not in aU. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BARER Jl: In that caae how 
it can he said that Bankura is the worst di.strict in Bengal ao far aa 
lepr<a»y is conc€Tne<lP 


Tha HonPMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi At the tima 

the figures were amipiled, it was considered to be the worst. 



QUESTIONS. 


Iff!.] 




®®iHl SATYA KINKAR SAHANAs I?* it not a fact that fi^prosv 
WM shown in “coloured light“ and that Bankura got the darkest 
colour? 


Tho HoiYblo Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Exactly ho. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: The Hon hle 

Minister has stated that no survey has been carried out in regard to 
leprosy in Bengal. ill lie be plea>ei) to 'itate if any comprehensive 
survey will he carritul out in the future y 

^ Tha Hon'bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I never said that: 
what I said was that survey wa.s earned out. hut n was n«»t eoinplete. 


Tha Provincial Revanua. 

34. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: {a) Will the Hondde 

Menilwr in eharge of the Finaiiee Departinent he pleasiul to lay on the 
table a statenient show ing, year h\ year, ffir the last three years- 

(i) the provineial revenue received from Bengal; 

(ft) the revenue received district h\ district; and 
(in) the reaMUis that led to the fall in tevenue.’' 

(h) Has it lM*en ascertained n.s t»» whether this fall is due partly to 
the Don^production of agricultural products ami partly to the fall in 
price? 

(r) Is the Ifon'hle Memlier aware that Bengal is l>eing threatened 
by famine? 

{(I) If the aii.swer to (rf is in the atfirniative, w ill the Hon 'hie 
Meaiilier lie plea.sed to state- what steps, if any, (hivernmenl j»r»>pose to 
take in the matter^ 

The Hon’Mc Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: (a) (n, (itf) and (h; The 

information will lie found in the late Finance Memlier's speec-hes on 
the introduction of the budgets for 19*11-12 and 19’12-Tt and in the 
Bengal Financial Statement for those yearn. 

(a> (li) The information is not available and could not lie obtained 
without a laborious im|uirv which fiovernment regret they are not 
prepared to undertake. 

(f) Na. 

(d) Doea mi artee. 
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Clattiflottioii of ftudhindro Kittnor Ray of Mymomifigh. 

35. Dr, NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon^Uo 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware that the 
rule now eml)odic<l in the Jail Code, correction slip No. 77, has noi 
been followed in practice in some cases? ? 

(b) Is it a fa(‘i that Sudhindni Kumar Ray of Mymensingh, who 
was placed in division I while under trial, has, upon conviction, been 
in division III in contravention of the said rule? 

MEMBER Ml ohargo of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the HoiPbla Sir Promh Chuncior Mittor): (a) No. The trying 
magistrates follow the revised rules of the Jail Cotie. 

(b) Yes, but on his representation Government have recently placed 
him in division II. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, was then 

resumed.] 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir. may I huNe your hum* to move a short-notice 
amendment that afttu* clause 17 {!) (i) tin* following he inserted: — 

“Provided that the number of appointed commissioners shall in 
no (‘Use exceed one-half of the total numb»*r of the commis- 
sioners of the municipality”? 

It will be remembered that last Friday my friend Babu Satish 
Chamlra Bay Chowdhury and c»thers moved a similar amendment to 
the cflfe<*t that the number slmuld in no case exceed one-third. Then 
Mr. Narendrn Kumar Basu moved that it should in no case exceed two- 
fifths. These were lost, but Government said that they were prepared 
to aceept an amendment to the effect that it should in no case exceed 
one-half. For this reason, I move this amendment; otherwise the Bill, 
as it stands, will give the Government unlimited power to nominate 
any number of commissioners. 1, therefon*, hope Government will 
see their way to aiuept this amendment but will as a rule nominate 
leas than one-half. That is the wish of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I allow that amendment to be moved. 

Tilt HwPMt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have mueh 
pleaanre in accepting the amendment. I consulted the l^der of the 
European group because they are the people who are primarily inteteated 
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hi tke formation of indujitrial ('ousiituenries ; ar« all a|cr«eabl(« to it 
and Ootemment have much pleav^ure in accepting it. 

|r|jrhe motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then put and ngreec) to. 

. |ir.€. C. COOPER: Sir, with your permission I a*ould like to move 
iB^^endmeot in an amende<l form. It reads as follows:-- 

**(<!) that ill clause 17 {J) (i), line 1. for the word *iioniijiated* the 
word ‘appointed’ be .substituted; and 

(/>) that afterclau.se 17 (7i the following l>e inserled, namely: — 

(7rt) In any municipality where the number of appointed commis- 
sioners is increase*! or where any indu.strial constituency is 
* onstitute<I in th • nianner iiouitioioMi in rlause (i) of suh- 
se<'tion (/), the a{)pointinent t>f sinli <’«>nnniHsioners. <»r the 
election of loniinis.sioners Ironi such constituency, as the case 
may !u\ shall he math* from aineiig persons directly coio erned 
in or connect nl w ith su* li industry or industries.’' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow you to move \our amendment in the 
amended form. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Sir, during the <ouiH> of the dehate on this 
clause 17. w<* hav • lo*ard cxj»r(*.ss<*d ( onsiderahle iiiistnisi of industrial 
muni( ipalitii's. I )i(tnestl\ feel that thm mistrust is misconceived, and 
I deti\ iMo-it •*mpluitii all\ ih<* ailegtihon that the industries w ish to 
swamp the inunicipalitieH for their ew n selfish eiols. Niiihati Munici- 
pality in which I am (hictly intei -sted, has 18 commissionet s of whom 
12 are ele<'ted and b nominated. The < hairiiian has been always elected 
and .since 1897, except for one period, the elected chairman has been 
CD# of the munugeiH of the mills Xaihati Municipality has always 
ranked high in Go\ eminent it^poits, as liidug one of the best run 
muniripHiities in Bengal. T<» the best of iii> belief and knowledge, 
there has rii*ver been an occasion when the interests of the mills and 
the interests of the inhuhitants have clashed. It is to the inter<*i»t 
0! all l onceric’d to ha\e an efficient miinif ipalify. The interests of 
the inhabitants of the muni<i[>alitics uimI the ini'rests of the indua- 
trmi$ are identical in maintaining an efficient municipality, us an effi- 
cient munieipality means the well-being of all the inhabitants of the 
municipality. After all, if it had not been for the induatrieM whieh 
have made the riiunicipalities, there would have b«*<»n no municipalitiefi 
worth the oarue! Who have made, crealeil, supporteij and fof*i«red the 
civic spirit in industrial municipalifiesJ' The induwtriet! Who are the 
iargeat tax-payera.^ The industries! In the case of Xaihati. the milU 
P»y 31 J per cjent, of the total tax demand* and surely it is a well- 
founded ^maxim that he who pays the piper has the right to call the 
tune. Th© industries carr>’ the municipalitie# on their ahouldera m 
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apart from baiog the largest tax-payers, without whose taxes the rnuaict- 
palities could not exist, the industries spend money in pitmdiag 
amenities for the benefit of the municipalities. We give water-suppl^r^ 
money for drainage. We support schools. We are the father and 
mother of the municipalities. Like the great majority of parents, wo 
take an honest pride and pleasure in our creation. This pride is th^ 
reason of my amendment. We do not wish to see our work of many 
years spoilt, upset, hampered by outsiders, who have no real stake or 
interest in our municipalities. We do not want any carpet baggers. VITe 
do not want any professional politicians, whose sole interest in life is 
their own interest. Wi? w'ant our representatives to be men, who have 
a real stake, a real interest in the progress and well-being of our munici- 
palities, and for this reason I confidently commend ray amendment to 
the favourable consideration of the House. 

The HOfl’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have much 
pleasure in accepting the amendment of Mr. Cooper in an amended 
form. Tl»e object of the amendment is that nomination should l>e 
given to people engaged in industries and industrial concerns. 

p in. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE; While not objecting to this 
amendment — in fart I accord my support to it — I must protest against 
some of the nee<llessly provocative statements made by Mr. Cooper, 
f^ir, Mr. Cooper introduced, absolutely without any relevancy, th« 
question of professional politician.s. 1 n\ay tell him that it is nol g 
question of professional politinans coining into the municipalities, it is 
a question of securing adequate reprc.seulation for the householder — 
ratepayers who ought to have a say in the matter. Mr. Cooper qiiftted 
the maxim that he who pays the piper has the right to call for the 
tune. Accepted. But let us see how the principle works out in the 
case of these iiuinicipalities. The Hon’ble Minister spoke yesterday 
about the Garulia Municipality. That municipality is composed ^lely 
of nominated commissioners. There are ten nominated commissioners, 
of whom seven belong to the mills: and, therefore, in equity and justice 
the proportion of rates and taxes paid hy them ought to be 70 per cent. 
In that area there are only two mills, namely, the Shamnagar Jute 
Mill ami the llunbar Cotton Mill. Well, the mill people pgy 33 per 
-cent, of the rates while the householders and other ratepayer# pay ^ 
per cent. But these householders have to he content with three mem-" 
Wr# while the mill people get six members, i.r., they have been absorb- 
tag (JO per t^ent. of the numl>er of commis.sioners. It is against this 
injustice that we protest. It is not pmfessional politicians, but 
the mill people consisting of a migratory and floating population who 
have no interest m the soil, who want to exercise and monopolise the 
power ahich should belong to the householders and other imtepeyers; 
and it is against this injustice that we protest. 
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tATYeNORA NATH ROYt Sir. I «hould lik» to My »omiw 
j on ttb amendiM^nt. Tht» Ilon^hle Mininter mentioiifd the munici* 
fil^iitiai of Tittagar, Oarulia and Gourtpur. Ail municipalitiei* 

iltd which nre on thin side of th* Gan^e^ are mil! tnnnicipalitiep- I 
wonld also refer to Naihati and Kamarhuti whicli have IxMni enjoying 
i^anchiae for a lonpr time. In the» 4 e placcM there are aW) nmuiuatiMl 
oomnaiaHiooern ; but on the ntren^jth of thi^ particular clau»M\ that id, 
elauae 17 , the number of nominated ctumniHaionerM mifirht be incrt'a-MHl. 
I would ahio mention Ui^ihra, Champdani and Hhiidreawnr municipalitied 
on the other side «>f (he river. Thea» thre«» niuniripnlities have Iw^en 
^njoyin^ for a loiijur tin»e fram Ki.^e with <\\ti*third)* elec t^sil and oue-third 
nominated ('oiumissioners. Of remrne there are erne or two prosperoud 
industrial ronc<*rns su< h as jute inilU. etr . there. But I am afraid, 
if the nuniher of iuuuinHt«'d c'omnnHsioners is in«*reased in any of these 
municipalities, it ucm!<l jeopardise the ^‘presentation of ratepayers who 
pa} a (’oiisidentble amount ol laie.s. 1 am. therefore, of opinion that 
there should u(>l In* any < lause «*inpowerii»y: the inereasc* of muuinated 
tnemlrer'X in munieipalities. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Stf. I tec'l that the last (wo spcaikcTs have 

dom«‘w hat un*‘iinilei stood tie* point of (he ainendnumt whieh has liec^n 
proposed, 1 hr am 'iidinent it*f«‘rs onlv i<» the luunu ipal c cuuniissjoners 
who will be appoir;fi*d to rc juesejjt UMlustnes. The fjuc’stion as to what 
the pr<»p(tr t ion should he lias ulieadN hr‘*'n srutled, njimely, it uill not be 
more llian ou“-)ialf‘ at Ic*jist there* will !»e one-half c*h'cted members. 
The amendment is intend' d <»nl\ to appK in the case of “incbtstry^* 
meinlH'rs ami the sii^^{.festion js that the nominateci mcMubers. or the 
members edeeted from an industrial eonstituem \ . must be ac tually (*on- 
iK*cfc*d with the industr\. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|ue sticui before* the* llouse is — 

(ff) that in clause 17 t/t tM, line I, fc»r the word '‘nominatc*(i” the 
word “apjMdntc'cI” lx* suhstitutecl ; and 

{ hi that altei c lause 17 (/t, (In* followinj; he inHc*it4*d, namelv : — 

“(/o» In an> municipalit} where the number of appointed 
roiiimissionc*ts is iiierf^ased or where any industrial 
conatitucuH'v is constituted in the manner mentioned 
in clause itt tit sub-s*ction (/], (he appointment c»f 
sueh ccmintissiotiers, or the election of commiHsionera 
from suc h c onstiliM nc> , as the ease may be, shall he 
made from persons din*ctly eoneerned in or eofineeted 
with such industry or industries/' 

T)i«‘ motion was put and ugretnl to. 

3 



U GOVERNMENT BILL. [I&xh Aco., 

MUNINORA DfB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that after 
clauiie 17 (/) (t) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that no order under this sub-clause shall be made except 
on an application being made through the chairman of the 
municipality by the majority of the industrial concerns and 
labours concerned/’ 


Sir, the object of my amendment is that Government should not take 
the initiative. It should only be conceded when there is any demand 
for it hy the majority of the industrial concerns and labours concerned. 


Th« Hofi’bto Mr. BlilOY PRAIAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this aniendiuent which is ahsohitely unworkable. Is it the 
intention of Uui Muhasai that there should be a plebist ite l>efore the 
Government decide this question!' 

The motion of Muuindra Deh Kai Mahasui was then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion is that clause IT. as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Dill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 17 A, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 17A stand part of the 
Bill. 


Tht Hoii*bl« Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that for clause 17A the following be substituted : — 

“17A. (/) Tha l^al Government shall by rule provide for 'the 

representation of a minority community within u municipality by reserv- 
ing seats for it among those to which commissioners are to be elected 
under section 15 or section 10. The number of seats so reserved shall be 
in accordance with the proportion borne by such community to the total 
population of the municipality according to the latest census. 

{2) No penmn belonging to a minority community for which seats 
are reserved under sub-section {D shall, if eligible for election as a com- 
missioner, be dis<|ualified by the operation of this section from eiee- 
tion to any seat not so reserved. 
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ilitplanation, — Th^ Local Govcrnmaiit tliail dct«miii« wli«tli«r auy 
oonunmiity in a niunicifiality »liaU be djaaroad to b«» a minority com* 
mimity for the purpoaen of thi8 section.” 


iii'« SMAMTI SHEtCHARCSWAR RAY* (hi a point of order, Sir. 
Can the Hon’ble Mini»(er place before the Houne an amendment of thii 
nature at this stu^H 


Mr. PRESIDENT: W by not y He has done* so with iiiy permission. 
I can accept any aniendment tin short notit'e and even without noticH'. 


Mr. SHANXI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: point is whether an 

important aniendment of thin mitiiie should bt* Kpriui); on this House at 
this stofife. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is an ariirnnient. I havt' admit t ai this ns 
I was (riven t<i underntami that it was the result <»f a prohin(rt*d rotnersii- 
tion ln'tween the Ilon’lde Minister and the part> -leaders. Besides, it 
is proper that when the House i,. eoiisiderin^r a Hill, whirh ma> liereafter 
become an Act, every reasonable opportunity should he (riven to mem- 
bers to improve its provisi(»ns. You must have noticed that I am 
givin(r su< h a facility w henever possible. 

Th« HOfi’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: While presenting 

the rejMirt of the Select (’oinmittee, I metitioned that thou(rh I waa 
eitreiiiely nervous ahout the prosper! of a c<improinise on this (juestioii 
of minority repn^sentatioii, still 1 said that I was ipiite hopeful that my 
appiMil to the Hindu and Moslem leaders w'ould not jro in vain. 1 am 
^lad to announce that my expectations have been more than realised. 
The Hindu and Moslem leaders have agreed to come to a solution 
of this difficult problem and it is this a(rreed decision that has been 
embodied in the amendment which I hove just movciJ. The ((uestion 
<4 minority representation is most ocute in Herifral, but the patriotic 
endeavours of my friends, the Hindu and Muhammadiiri leaders of 
thia House, have solves] this quf*stiori. Benital has driven a real lead 
to the rest of India in this matter as she did in other thinfra it) the 
liaat, and let me hope that this is the beginninir of the end of com- 
munalisni. The question has Wn very satisfactorily solved and it 
will, I hope, lie acceptable to the members of all sections of the House 
in the same spirit in which it has been devised. I hope it will lie 
aooepiable to the hon’ble members of this House as well m it} the people 
oataide.^ With these few words, I commend my motion to the accept- 
aiiee of this House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I will now read out the amendment. That for 
claUHe 17A the following be substituted: — 

*‘17A. ( 1 ) The Ix)ral Government shall by rule provide for the 

representation of a minority community within a municipality by 
reserving seats for it among those to which commissioners are to be 
elected under section lb or section 16. The number of seats so reserved 
shall be in aciordance with the proportion borne by such community 
to the total population of the municipality according to the latest 
census. 

No p THon belonging to a minority community for which seats 
are njserved under sub-section (/) shall, if eligible for election as 
a commissioner, he disijualified by the operation of this section from 
election to any seat not so reserved. 

Esphiniitiopi . — Tilt* l/<K’al (loveriiiiient shall determine whether anv 
community in a iiiunicipulity shall lie deemed to he a minority com- 
munity for th{^ f>urpo>eH of this section.” 

3-40 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur Dr# HARIDHAN DUTTs I rise to a point of order. 
May I suggest that this item might bi* h(*l(l o\it till to-morrow, and 
in the ineantiiiie we cun pro< (•♦si \siih our work, so that members mav 
hu\e v4 hours tinu* to he uitli then opinion rt'gurding the pro- 

posal that has been made.*^ 


PRESIDENT* That is not a point of ordt'r. It is a mere sug- 
g(*stion and I do not know if the Hon bit* Munster will agree to it. 

Tha Hofi*bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have discussed 
this matter threadbare during the IunI tew days with the lenders 
both of the Hintlus aiiti the Muhammatlans. Tin's amendment embodies 
their agreed decision, sti 1 do not .mn* aii^ ju-ititication for postponing 
the discussion of this aincntlmt'nt. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: As the Hon ble Minister 
dcH>8 not agree to our suggestion. I have no option but to oppose the 
amendment. There are other amendments regarding clause I7A which, 
1 uiulerstand, will be taken up later on. It is a very painful duty to 
me to «ipiH)se the motion, but it is a duty that must be done. The 
Ilnu Ide Minister has said that he has con.Hulteil leaders of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities and has come to an agreed decision I 
do not know whom he has consulted liehind the back of this Council and 
behind the Wk of the Select Committt»e; p<‘rhap« in hia own house oi 
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itt his office room at Writers’ Buildin^rs. The public at larnrc have no 
ildformation on the subject. The people of Benzol have had no oppor- 
tuaity of considerinf? the matter; the press too has had no inkliti)? of 
this matter at all and without (giving an opportunity for such an esprea- 
sioa of opinion, the H«»u’ble Minister comes forward and says that he 
haa achieved the impossible and that he has lunm able to get at a sort 
of compromise agreeable to all parties. 


Mf» NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U! Gn n p<ni»t of or<ler. May I 
inquire whether the discuHsion id the Hnn'ble MiniNti'r’ci amendment 
will shut out disiUHsiuns on other uinendmentH to clause ITAJ* 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It tlependN on the fate id the aiifoulment now 
before the House? 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: We ha \e several amendments, 
all jiroptising the o!nl^slon of this claune and they, I think, 
ought to loine first Indore the unienihnent of the llon*hle Minister, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If the amendment now before yoti is carried, 
the amendinciitH mui mention uill fall to (he ground automatically, not 
otherwise. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 snimnt, Sir, that the 
Hon’ hie Munster has displayed at this stage a very regret tnhle attitude 
of mind in dealing witli this suhjeci. Dealing with the aimmdment, 
as it stands, I find that all the power is given to the I/ocal (iovernment 
in this matter. It is the Lot al (ftnernment that will decide tfic pro- 
portion in the difTerent niunu ipalitien. ft is (he Local (io\crnment 
that will select the nurnher id Hindu or Muhaiiimndun inetnhers id a 
ixiuniri[>ality according to the jerpulution in the different munici- 
palities. Sir, the inemhers of muiucipalities are not now elect- 
ed on a |M>pulution basis; thev are elected on other Imsis. 
It would have been fair if the projmrtion was fixer! on the hasin 
of the voting strength and not on {population. Then, again, I do not 
aee any necessity «d making such a provision at all, hecuuse wi* hav« 
already providtHi that safeguards of the intercuts cd minorities will bo 
affected by nomination, and if, a.s a result id ele<*tion, any unfair ad* 
Tautage is likely to lie taken by a particular f'ommunity, (iovernment 
havo the power to adjust these things by their {lower of nomination. 
Again, why should there Im» this additional clause alKiut the representa- 
tion of different communities? ! consider, 8ir, that election should 
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be held on the basis of joint electorate. Sir, only the other day thif 
House by a majority decided in favour of joint electorate and I 
need not repeat those arguments once again to prove that in the intereat 
of nationalism there should not be such reservation of seats. These 
are the arguments that appear to me at the moment, and I admit- that 
they are more or less criticisms of an uninformed character, because I 
was not prepared to deal with such an amendment to-day. 

Babu 8ATYEHDRA NATH ROY: Sir, this amendment has been 
sprung upon us this afternoon and bow it has been sprung upon us, 
I slrnll hIiow. In the Note of Dissent by the Ilon’ble Minister we find 
that regarding clause 17A be says; “I consider that this clause, as 
insertwl by the S;dect ( onunittee, is vague and will be unworkable and 
1 propose to iii(»\c a suitable amendment in due course.’’ This is, 
Sir, what be noted in bis dissent, but we do not find any amendment 
tabled by the Hon’hle Minister before. The last that we heard about 
this amendment was that some negotiations were going on to come to 
a compromise. Sir, we owe some duty to ourselves, to our constituen- 
cies and to the general public at large. We fiml also that copies of 
this amcndiiMUit have not been supplicil to all the members except two 
or three copies. The Ilon’ble Minister do‘*s not consent to postpone the 
debate on this particular (biusc, and there are as many as amend- 
ments tabled for the deletion of this clause, as also several amend- 
menti by way of substitution for clause 17A as inserted by the Select 
(’ommittee. One member of the Selett (’ommittet* has pertinently 
clmract(‘ris(*d this as having been inserted by a Huke, so that, con- 
sidering all these rin umstances and in spite ()f the MinistiT anticipat- 
itig this, he did not think it his worth while to send in an amendment 
in proper time. As a momentous announcement is expei ted in course 
of day after to-morrow, this matter should not have been put forward 
in such a hurry and this will muse great disadvantage to us. 


Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on hia 
having brought about a compromise in a matter which has divided 
members of this House very acutely. I must confess, however, that 
the time given us for consideration of this amendment is very, very 
short. We have ht^ard the lloirble Minister to say that he has con- 
sulted leaders of both the parties. Of course I do not pretend to he a 
leader, and I bad no knowledge that negotiations were going on 
regarding (his matter. The first difiiculty that strikes me is this: under 
what circuinstancm is Government going to exenuse this power. Of 
oourse I would not enter into a discuasion cm this point, but I strongly 
support the auggeation which has been made and I think that the House 
should be given a little time to consider the amendment and that in the 
meanwhile the amendment should be circulated. 
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Milllvi ABUL KAtEMs The Hoii*hlo Miaitter in moYing the amainl* 
HMHit hia said that this was one of the most difficult problems in the 
wlrnle Bill and on it depended the suct^ess of the Bill as a whole. 1 join 
with Mr. J. N. Gupta in offering my congratulations to the Minister 
on his having brought about an amicable settlement. I might further 
add that this settlement has been arrived at by following a policy of 
give-and-take on both sides. My friends have said that there have Wn 
tabled 30 motions for deleting clause 17A. but if they look through the 
agenda they will find that there are nmtions also for re*inserting section 
18 (2) which was the original draft in the tlovernment Hill. That gave 
the minority communities tl»e riglit of tdeeting a proportionate number 
of commissioners by separate eieetorate. What the original Bill pro- 
posed was that the minorities slmuhl mt( only be represented on the 
municipalities in proportion to their population but that minorities should 
also represent the definite opinion of minority communities, un inter- 
fered with, and uninflueiued by. the majority. That was a retoiiimen- 
dution whi< h was not nceeptable to some of our rountrvmen and so tha 
Select Committee by a majority deleter! this parngrapli from the original 
Bill, I am one of those who have given notice for re-inserting this 
clause fl8 and we stick to our guns, but 1 must say that it was 
due entirely and mainly to the personality and reasonablen«*ss of the 
Hon’ble Minister that a rompromise in the mailer could l»e brought 
about, and be nol only deserves our congratulation but also great credit 
for it. The Ilon'lde Minister has said that by this aiTaiigemeiit and by 
this settlement we will give a lead to the rest of India, as Bengal haa 
often given the lead to the rest of India in the good old days. 1 submit, 
Sir, that we look upon tliin rompromise as a move in the right direciiou 
no doubt, but tlii** i-* to be a test and a crucial test of the nationalism oi 
this country and the province. If we find that tins sort of joint elec- 
torate with rt*servation of seats is a success and it ran be worked without 
any prejudice to the minorities, then it will be lime enough to say that 
this specification and reservation should he almlished. Then it will li# 
time to ask the other parts of Imlia also to follow our lead. 

My friend Mr. Slmnti Shekhareswar lUy has opposed this amend- 
ment on two grounds. The first and ftiremosl gnmiid is the ground of 
nationalism. I cannot understand what sort of nationalism is meant by 
my friend when he would deny a minority community even a propor- 
tionate representation in civic matters on the sidf -go venting Itodies in 
the province. Nationalism d(M-s not mean that minoritiet will have 
to sink their existence and theiirinteresls for the benefit of the majority. 
The second objection is that everything is left to (Government, but I 
want to know who will de<'i<le, if not goveniment, whether a particular 
^otmnunity is a minority rommunity or a majority community. (A 
votes: Number will de<ide.i Yes, the latest census refioii will decide 
what in their number, the M mister cannot declare a cotnmunity to be 
a majority or a minority community without reference to the oenana 
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reporf. Tie will have to decide whether a particular minority is auffi- 
ciently important to deeerve reservation of seats or not ; that is my read- 
ing of the Minister's amendment. These are things which must be left 
to Government. 

Anotlier objection — I think a strong and valid objection — has been 
raised, that this motion has been brought forward without notice and 
was not circulated and the members have received it with surprise. 

4 p.m. 

The llon’ble Minister has said that lie has consulted the leaders of 
all communities. So far as I understand, he has consulted a good many 
of the Muhammadan leaders and their followers. I was one of those 
who were consultt*<l. I think, we, tiie Mussalmans on this side of the 
House, agre<'d to the amendment after a good deal of discussion and 
only as a compromise and through the efforts of the llon’ble Minister; 
and knowing as we do that the Ilon’hle Minister meant to bring 
about good fe<ding between the two communities and would try to see 
as long us he holds office that no injustice was done to the minorities, 
on that assurance we gave our consent and approval to the draft. 
Secondly, we thought that it was time that we should do something 
to test the nationalism of the people of Bengal and the people of India 
and this will he a real and honest test, and not a theoretical test, of 
the slogans of nationalism, putrioti.sm and self-government, on which 
W’c have to go and there will l»e a practical measure before the country 
as to whether in exercising their votes at the polling stations the 
citizens of Bengal are actuated by patriotic and civic sense: and that 
will be tfie test. If God willing we smceeil in the tt»st and we find 
that we are making no distinction of caste, rre**d or colour, then it 
will he time for the grant of universal suffrage and the removal of all 
these distinctions. But, as the llon’ble Minister says, it is not yet, 
and the (juestion is, and nobody cun deny it, that in spite of the loud 
talks of tuitionulism, the finding tti-day between the Hindus and Muham- 
madans is veiy keen ami m ute, ami we l annot shut our eyes to the fact. 
However much w'e may dephue it, it must be said to the credit of my 
young friend, the Hoirble Minister for Self-Government, that even in 
iht'se times, when feelings are running so high, he has been able to 
bring about a settlement whii li is acceptable to all sensible men on both 
aides of the House. 

Mr. PRiilDENT: May I know* if the Moslem group in the Houaa 
wish me to postpone the consideration of this aineudmentF 


Mr. A. K. FAZL*UL HUQ: Sir, if you would permit me, I would 
like to say a few word* later on. 1 would like to hear what my fiienda 
on my right have got to aay. 
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ifr. PRESIDENT: Woulil Mr. N. K. Ba!*u please tell me what lua 
sicb of tbe House thinks P 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAB BASU: Sir, I do not want to have any 
respon.'iibility myself. So far as I understand, the projmsfHl nineudiiient 
has been talked about a jftH>d deal during the last few days, but 
probably the members, who did not set' the draft earlier, mi^rht like to 
have a little more time to eonsider it. I think a little more time would 
be helpful tow*ards the solution of this problem. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then \ou ask for posijameiuent. I sliould now 
like to have the views of Mr. .1. N. Ba.su’s party. 

Babu dATINDRA NATH BASU: The mam idea (»f tlie anuMt<inient 
has been before a larjje number of members for u lon^r lime and tb« 
aniendiuent, as it is worded, does not brinj.r m any new issue, It is, 
therefore, hartlly necessary that further time should he allowed to eon- 
aider the question. But perhaps some memle*rs ini^rht want to 
reconsider the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want your opinion, as the hunhu of your party 
in the House. 

Bibu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I do not ron<^ider. Sir, that further 
postponement ih nsjuired. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What has the nationali*>t (.rroup got tf) say in the 
matter P 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir. our party 
members have not seen the uiiHuidment, So from our point of view I 
think it would he better if u little more time h<« grantisl. This matter 
ought to he amicuhly settled lur the henetit of all and it will be m 
triumph, if 1 may say .so, if we can settle n and it will redound to tho 
credit of all parties. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, may I ask 
what sort of postponem *nt my friends on that side of the House wantP 
1« it for half arr hour or moreP 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the idea that we should take it up tf>-morrowP 
I tbotiid now like to hear Mr. Thompson on b<»ha!f of tbe Kuropeaa 
group. 
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Mr* W* H. THOMPtOMs Sir, a /i^ood deal has been said on this 
matter. We do not in our country put off a thing for to-morrow if it 
can be done to-day. 

TIm Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, as I said 

before, I was not alone responsible for drafting this amendment; all the 
party lenders inrluding Mr. J. N. Basu, Mr. X. K. Basu and Mr. B. 
C. Chatterjee were there and it was Mr. N. K. Basu who was primarily 
responsible for settling the final draft. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. Sir, I do not approve of this 
amendment. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may state, Sir, 
that no comma or fullstop was changed without hi.s approval and con- 
tent. As regards the group of Mr. B. C. Chatterjt»e, I may state, for 
the information of his party, that Mr. Chatterjee was there, he took 
part in th<» drafting and he fully approved of it. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL*UL HUQ: Sir, 1 submit that a short adjourn- 
ment might h(* allowed till after prayer time. Tin* fading t)n this 
aide of tin* House is that if we allow u (ontentiotis matter like this to 
eland over till to-morrow, one does not know w'hat will happen in 24 
hours. It is a matter for compromise and I think we have come to a 
■compromise. I think the feeling on this side of th<‘ House is that the 
matter he postponed for half an hour. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 adjourn the House till 4-4t> p.m. 

[At 4-10 p.iu. the Council was adjourned and it reassemhled at 
4-40 p.m.] 


Mr. PRESiOiNT: The amendment propose<l by the Hou’hle Minis- 
ter is now before the House. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, during the ree^^s which 
you so kindly allowed us, we have discussed the amendment of the 
HonHde Minister. Though I mu.st say that the whole amendment ia 
not aceeptahle to all the members of the House — I am speaking spe- 
ciallv on liehalf of the members on this side of the House — ^they are 
mgreed in the larger interests of the country to accept the amendment 
proposed by the Hon’ble Minister with a slight alteration which, by 
your leave, I may be allowed to move, that is to say, in the second lina 
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ftftir the word ^Vomniuuity*', the words ^'Hindu or Muhammadan*’ be 
inairted- 

We shall accept the llon’ble Minister's ttinendinent if he a^rn^es to 
accept the slight alteration I have proposed. 

Mmi AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir, I would like to move a short- 
notice amendment with your pennissiim if this tuncndincnt is accepted 
by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W e need not i^o into tliat now. Has the Ilon'hl# 
Minister any objection to m ^ept Mr. Basu’.<< ameiuhuent? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am 
sorry I cannot accept it. I find that there is conHidcrable diftirulty in 
making the definition exhaustixe; so I would leave the amendment as it is 
and I think that is the opini(>n of the majority of thi*. House. I consulted 
the party leaders; I constilted the inetnhers of the Hindu and Muham- 
madan group.M and they are all against it except a very few. 

4-4o p.ni. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Xow, we will adiiut Mr, Hasu\ ainendnieiit. 
There aie now two aimuidiuent- before the Hou.se. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: 1 would renniul Hie Houne that this is 
a very great da> in tlie }nstc»rv of this Hetigul Legislative Council, flic 
day on ahirh Hindus and Muhaiuiniidans in spite of all their diflereucea 
have uctuallv ln'cn able to agree on this «jU(*stion of a jiunt electorate. 
It is the first great thing that lias been in hie\eil b\ us, liengalees, since 
the Battle of IMussey which was fought atol lost berause the Hindus and 
Moslems of Bengal had failed to agree. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not think you ought to stress that point in 
diacussing the umeiulment now before the House. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERdEE: Now* the Britiah have come forward 
with a very sp<jrting proposal, and have given iia a chance of agreeing 
and governing Bengal imce again. And for the first time, this evening 
we, Hindus and Muhanimadaus. have met without collifliiig, and actually 
introduced the principle of a joint electorate. 1 have no doubt that tliia 
will aoon he introduced into the local boards and distrii t boards, and la 
no time will be accepted everywhere. I am hearing a cry tiial (here 
never were communal elecUiratea in the Bengal Municipal Bill. Bitl 
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we have had thin Bill for the last 50 j^ears; it is an ancient piece of 
lei^'islation ; and it is only in recent times, owin^ to the Britisher agree- 
ing? to part with the reality of power, that the cry for communal elec- 
torates has gone up and been increasing in intensity. In spite of 
Mr. Samad, for uhoni I have the greatest respect and admiration, I 
know’, and we all know, that the majority of my Muhammadan friends 
are clamouring for separate elcHdorates. But to-day we have witnessed 
the spiM'tttcle of our Muhammadan friends by a deliberate and self- 
denying Ordinance, giving up their insistence on separate electorates. 
I do ask my Hindu countrymen to look at it from the point of view of 
the followers of niy Moslem friends oppo'^ib* who will have to get them 
to accept this proposal. They will he aldt* to tell their followers that 
they are giving up separate electorates no douht, hut that, on the other 
huiifl, they are gaining to the e:.t«*nt tluit instead of the privilege being 
reserved to ratepa>ers (Uily, ev(‘ry Muhamiiiadaii citizen of a town will 
get tlie rigid to vote (Cries of “.\o, no; he does not get the right of 
voting”.) a!id to that extent, he is going to b(‘ a (h*termining factor 
in <leteniiiiiiiig flu* proport itui in which the Mulunnniadan shall obtain 
franchise in a puiticular town. You must give them that little cliance 
successfully to persuade the majority of the followers to give up their 
insisteiiee on separate eh'ctorutes. (fn the other hand, I see in it, Sir, 
A chaiiei* for the llindu'% of East Bengal. I take it, that once my 
Muhninmadaii friends accept this principle in the municipalities, they 
will he hound to extend it to the other self-governing bodies. I have 
too much faitli in the sense of “i ricket” possessed h\ my Muhammadan 
friends, to think that they would deny us, when the Ltnal Self-Govern- 
ment Bill comes up for <<uiHideiatiou, the juivilege wiiii h we are now 
W’illing to extend to them. Wc are ou tiu* evi* of r(‘al self-government, 
and I appeal to ni> lliiidu hrethicii, both from point of view above 
indi('ate<i, and from the point of view (d Hast Bengal Hindus in relation 
to the Iah’uI Selt-(fo\eniinent Bill to givt* up their erv for separate 
electoratcvS and to aicept the proposal of the Miriister. 1 conclude with 
an appeal ti> my frieml Mr. .\. K. Basu to witlidruw hi.s amendment. 
He knows that oiu^e he inti'odu(e>< the words ”Hiiidu or Muhammadan”, 
1 can see my friends to my left and in fnmt, Hpungiug up and moving 
further amendments, with the result that the whole thing will l>ecomo 
imi>ossible. AVnh these few words, I eoinmeiui the Hon’ble Minister^ 
amendment to the ac('f*jituii<‘e of the House. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: We have reached one of the moat 
crucial iKiints in our discussion of this Bill, and I am glad that the 
Hon’ble Minister has been able to evolve a formula which claims to 
represent the gn^atest common measure of agreement amongst the 
representatives in this Council of the various commuDities in 
this countrx'. This, in itself, is no mean achievement; and I congra- 
tulate the Ilon’hle Minister on having achieved a task which has hitherto 
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baffldd the combined wisdom of the leaderi; of all politiVa! partie«( in 
Indtft. But at the same time, I ninh to make it abundantly clear that 
tba contribution of the Moslem members of this llouse to this <H)mpris. 
miae baa not been of inconsiderable value. For tlu» lust few days, we 
bave diacuased and redis<'Ussed, drufted and redrafted amenduuukt after 
amendment, but throu^fhoiit these diMUssion^ \u* have always ailhercHl 
to our decision that we are not ^oinjj, so fur us this Bill is concerneti, to 
press our case for separate elintorate. All the discussion^ huve j)ro. 
ceeded on the basis of the acceptance by the Mussulman ri>mmuuit.v of 
the system of jidnt ole»‘toratt‘, uinl all tliat uc have insisttnl on has luHUi 
that the reservation of seats should ln^ sufHcictit to us a certain fair 
proportion of members w ho w ill 1 m* tiained in t i\ir nffaus, mo as to be aide 
to take their proper share in the adnunistration «»f our coininon c<»untiy. 
Sir, we, the Mussalmans. are punrally branded as a baml of fauatos 
to whose sense of cominunalism tin* i laims of patriotism can never make 
a successful appeal. This is the idt‘a prc\ah*nt throu^^honi , hut I wish 
to say only oio' uord in tliis coniicc titui. and it is this that if. at anv 
time, c ha\i' jiicsM'd foi scpaiatc clc<toiate oi toi icsioxation of seats, 
we huve done so more in sclfohdeme than !<» wiest jiowei fioiu th(' hands 
of o1h(‘is ^\'e knoNv/Sif, that the intidduction of s(df.po\ eminent in 
India means th(‘ f ransfcr**nc(' of po\^er to our Hindu lucfhn'n to the 
extent of fiftet'n annas \\\o pn c in the lupec. M'r do not ^nid^c tloMii 
that, hut wc want to have half a po e fur the dcpicsH^d c lasm^M also. 
(LaiiKhter. t ^^’e onlv want a ceitain share of the rcsiilue tluit is left 
in order that we iiia> abo take our share in the administration, not as 
Mussulmans, hut as Indians arol us < liildren of (In* soil, It is not ii 
mere verhut statement that I am iiiukin^, hut I can prove ftom facts. 
Sir. that w henever the tirm* lias roiii4‘, Islam has always come forward 
to make tin* ncccssury sacritice. VV^* know, Sit, that a compromise 
bttween llindu.s and Mus>.almans is uhsoluti'lv loM-dini for the jjfood of 
India, It would he a ^rcat victory if wo <*an hrinjr ahout lhi.s yriait 
achievement. All grimt measures rctjuiic sa<ritice and wc air pre* 
pared to make our share of tin* sa< rifiia*. If in this House, we liari 
pressed the ainendmciit ftir separate ch'itoiute, what wouhl have l»’*en 
the result J' We wouhl have ma<h* Mpecchrs aftor sp <*4 lo*’,. wc would 
have nhuHcd the cxjMUHUitM 4»f oio* svstoiii or tin* oth»r, ami w<* vvimhl 
have made u strong app»ul to the t'ahinet, not to sjt ti^rhl in their 
HCiftts at the time of votinjr. hut to come and cast their vote with us. 
But we know (hat it would hasc 1«*<I to the most disastrous ronae<{iiericeK. 
After all, the case of iminicipulities is different from the ruse of 
electorates outside the urban aras. In the I^^gislutivo Council, lor 
instance, the Mussalmans are fared with several difficulties. We liave 
got to win over huge constituencies, iriost T»f the voters being illiterate 
nod disorgnniml, and added to that there is the disadvantage of 
female voting and having, as everylaxly knows, the pardnh system 
that piwaiis amongst tlie Mussalmans, we f€*el that an open election 
at the present moment will not I>e desirable. The female votes which 
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are nearly half the votes of the total constituency will he practically dead 
votes no far as the Mussalmans are concerned. But then, Sir, keying 
apart the question of separate electorate versus joint electorate, I 
would tell ray Hindu friends on the other side to remember that if the 
Hon’ble Minister, after several days of incessant labour and going about 
from member to member, — I do not think he is quite right when he says 
that he has consulted the leaders of the several groups; that he has con- 
sulted anyljody who has anything to say to any part of this amendment, — 
after having gone through all that trouble, and having brought about 
this corapromise, if here in this Council, we raise a discordant note 
and mar the harmony of the proceetlings, we would be giving to the 
world a spectacle of the same dismal failure which was witnessed in 
the delilH'rations of the Round Table Conference in London. Once 
more our political opponents, whoever they may be, will rise and say 
“here a chance was given, and here again, the Hindus and Mussal- 
mans failed.” AVe want to give the lie direct to those who say 
that the Hindus and Mussalmans cannot agree. Because if we differ 
on one or two points, we hax'O agreed to differ, and on the basis of 
that agreement we have come to some fonnula which, though it does 
not satisfy the aspirations of all, gives a fair chance to all to get that 
share in the civic administration of the municipalities which is neces- 
sary for the proper development of these self-governing institutions. 
We all know. Sir, that when Hindus and Mussalrnan.a support a joint 
electorate, and put their heads together for the advanccfnent of the 
civic interests of the towui, both these communities will come to know 
that true patriotism transcends all communal considerations. It is 
by joint effort, and that effort can only be made if we are given a suit- 
able opportunity; but if we are shut out by a system of electorates 
which does not give us an opportunity, how can we expe< t the Mussal- 
mauH to develop a civic spirit P Therefore, my Hindu brethren who 
are in a majority in practically all the 117 municipalities, .should realise 
that by this amendment the MusHtilmaus are now wniiiig forward in 
u spirit of perfect brotherhood to co-operate with them in evolving a 
civic spirit, not merely amongst tliemselves but also among the members 
of the sister community who live side by side with them. 

5 p.m. 

So far as the controversial matter of separate electorate and joint 
elef'torate is concerned, when I say that the Mussalmans have made a 
sacriHce, I mean that, in spite of all that might have been said about 
the evil of separate electorate, 1 can prove to demonstration that 
separate elect^irates are not surh a bad thing as some people believe 
them to be. They are not anti-national. It is my personal view. 1 
do not believe that they are oppos'd to all ideas of responsible govern- 
ment. After all, in municipal elections the communities gravitate 
towards separate electorate ; the Hindu voters try to plump their vo4ea 
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oil file Hindu ciuididatee and the Muhammadan voiert plump their 
an Muhammadans. It is safe to aiuiert that cooditiona in oar 
aoaa^ are such that the communal spirit rears its head in munim* 
palitiea as in other institutions and all their surroundiuRS. and caa 
hardiy be buried unless it be by giving a sort of e<|ual opportunitiae 
to all. I wish to point out to my friend Mr. Shauti Shekhareswar 
Ray that the Mussalmans are not going to get the proverbial moon by 
this amendment. All that the amendment says is that certain seata 
are being reserved for the Mussalmans. The Mussahnaii community 
will now have the assurance that a certain numlier of their members 
will find their places in the municipalities and, what that number ui 
going to be, will bo decided on population basis. Whatever that popula* 
tion may be. everywhere there* wdl a Mussulniau minority and if the 
Mussalmau coimmimty is not a minority community, this rule will not 
apply. If the Mussalmans are in a majority, it will not be necessary 
liecause it is our Hindu brethren that will get the reserxatiou of seaia. 
My Hindu friends who do not like the wording to the effec t that seats 
are going to be reserved lor Mussalmans ntHni not shudder that as a 
result of this clause all the power will pass out of their hands. 
Supposing even that tins was the case, why should the Hindus b# 
afraid of anything like a Mussulman imijonty even in a luunicipalitv 
They have enjoyc‘d their mujorit\ for l'»t) \eurs not only in the munici- 
palities but also in the founc il. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: For oO >eurs only, 

Mr. A. K« FAZL-UL HUQ. I slancl <'orrec*led. I want to atnend 
it to 5() years and sas that if after a lapse of ol) years we are going 
to get some sort of as.Hurunce regarding our share in anv civicj 
administration, tlie Hindus nec*d not be afraid of that. There is a 
claas of iHM)ple who cannot view this with cnpiuuitiiity and think that 
all power is passing out of their hands. There is a story of a pick- 
pocket who was taken in the act anil when he was taken to taak he 
said: “I have done this for the benefit of the pi^rson whose (mcket 
1 put my hands into. That man had a large number of holes in hia 
pocket and 1 was afraid that he might lose all his money. So 1 
transferred them from his poc'ket into my pocket for safe custody.'' 
There are people who want to transfer power from the '‘holed" pocketa 
of others to their own pcK ket — a \ery capacious pcs ket — and (hey are 
rary mut'h afraid lest in this process some fraction of |M>wer may pass 
into the bands of the minority communities. That, 1 think, is the 
attitude of a section of the majority community towards the minority 
community whoever they may be. 1 need not say that our Hindu 
Irtetidii by tUeir culture and political advancement, by their power of 
organixation, by their superior training and their «up<$rtor brain»«-~ 
A voice: Ho yon admit thatf 
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Ml* At Kt FAZL«UL HUQs I admit all that. As I was sayi^ng^ 
they have pretended to teach us tlmt patriotism is above communalisn^^ 
but if that is so, let us try once for ail to think in terms of an Indian 
nnd not in terms of a community. (Cheers.) If some powers coma 
to me because 1 am an Indian, 1 think that ou^fht to be acceptable to 
all and this is the sole basis of the solution here. (Cheers.) 

I will not make a loiif^ speech. Let us all consider ourselves to be 
Indians 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: What about Mr. Chatterjee’s 
remarks about the Hindus in Eastern Benjral'' 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Mr. Chatterjee ha.s said that in 
Eastern Bengal, where the Hindus are in a minority, they might 
require some sort of jirotection just ns is being given to the Muham* 
tnadans in the municipalities of Western Bengal. I think that there 
is not a single Moslem member in tliis House u }k> will object to any 
roservation id seats tcu' the Hindus it tli(*v come forward with such a 
demand. If the ({overninent want it, some ot us ar(‘ prepared to put 
iu an unxMidment to that effect. A.s a matter ot fact, when we open 
the pages <if tin* guzetti*, we find that in union board el(‘clions seat 
after seat is being lapturcd l>y tiie Muhammadans from the Hindus, 
but tliere are many of us u h<> are not .satisfied with the state of things 
there. That shows that there is the r(»mmunal .spin! tliat is poisoning 
both the eommunities and tln.s spirit is working ami working very 
successfully. If our Hindu fi lends cannot come in thiough ele< tion.s, 
let them come in through nomination. Tlu*n* is no harm if tlu'v do it. 

I do not mind, but for tlie present mv answer to Mr. (diatterjee’s 
<juestion is that tfiere is no objection from oui side. 

I do md wisli to suy veiy many woids beeauH<‘ it is such a ilelicate 
subject that a man making a spee< h ma\ be led t<i say .sometliiug by 
way of e>pressing his feelings which will mar tin* guinl effeit of the 
<'nlm atmosphere in which we ought to carry on this discussion. 

t bice more I cimgralulate my hon’hle friend the Minister on his 
eftiiiis to bring about a ('omprmnise and I hope that there will not be a 
single dissentient vote marring the agreement which i.s being arrived 
at by the whole House. 

Btby JATINDRA MATH BABU! After the speech deliverer! by* 
Mr. Fastl-ul Hu<| — a spe<M-h which is not only brilliant in its diction 
but which breathes warm patriotism and whitdi is frank in ita exprOa* 
sion — I do not think any more words are needed to commend thw" 
amendment moved by the Hoirble Minister to the acceptance of thia 
House. We all ret*ogiiiie that there are mists of cleavage all ronn^ 
US. There are differences Indween the Europeans and the Indians^ 
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MmI bai’kirard clashes. In the midat of the luiat we find oumelvaa, 
wIm we look at each other, distorted. But thia amendment ta an 
uidkation that the mint \» lifting and that people are trying to aetUe 
down to solid substantial work that lie» liefore them instead of merely 
cnffaK*“R k recriminations which do no gmal to any one. Our hiatory 
teems with the spirit of etvopt'ration and hrotherhtH>d which animated 
the speech of Mr. Faal-ul Huq. That spin! exists in the deep under- 
currents t»f the life (*f the jw'ople of thin rountr\ to whote>er rai'e or 
creed they may belou^r IliiuluH here with the (freuteat 

veneration the spiritual ideaU <»f the «»ther eommunitieN. The Handel 
rhur<‘h which is the first (’hristian eihfiee in this proviure is treattnl 
w’lth jrreat rexereiu'e by the lliiidus. The tomhs of Muhiimmadtin 
saints like that of Niramuddin Aulivn at Delhi and of Moinuddin 
Chisti at Ajiui*r«* are \iH|ted almost h\ as many Hindus as hy Muham- 
mailuns. That is the spirit that is in the heart of the peoph» of this 
country. What is rtM|utred i** to bnn^ out that spin! and this amend- 
tneiit i.s a step tow'ard'^ that a<l\ance. \\ t* should pr<H*tMMi on those 
lines so that we may for^o't thosi* diffi rem es Nvhn h. although super- 
ficial, have unfortunately been allowed to prennl. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE • I do not wish to rinse any 
discorilant voire Even now, when I am iicttially on mv leffs, I hope 
I shall iMit lai'^e u distordant note. Hut Mr (’hat tei jf*«**s sjuumIi 
bristh*s with statements winch clamour for t ontratiKtion. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERflEE. 1 withilrfiw all that I said. 
(Lau^diter » 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: It is dilheult to preserve 
an attitmle of intrunsi^reance in the nmlst of so mm h amiahility. 
Mr. (’Iiatterj<»#‘ seemed to think that this amendment marks on udvom e. 
IjCt us Im* quite (dear tin that point. So far from beinjf an advanee, 
this amendiiieut definitely murks a step in retrogression. Hitherto wo 
had joint electorates, pure and simple, without any introduction of the 
Vomiiitinal element; and it is notv ftu the first time that a (oiiimutml 
element is beinjr introduced. This is odmittedlv an evil thiny’; and all 
iliat can )h* said about it is that the step in retrott't'ession is not as bad 
aa it lui^ht have been - it i*. the la^st <»! a bad bargain. 

Then a^rain Mr. (Tiatlerjee. and to some extent Mr. Ftul-ul Huq, 
^.aecmed to think that a threat sarrifi< e was intolved on the part of the 
Muhammadans in aiceptin^f the aiiiendtiient. Even now, with the 
^^itmciat possible >rcH»d wishes towards the other community, 1 fail to 
find where the sacrifice roiiies in. Fnder the terms of the amendment 
the Muhammadans are assured of a r ertain proportion of repre«ieotat*aii 
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— a proportion wJiich iH ineaHtJraMe, not by their rating strength but 
by their {Kipulation strength. That in itself is a concession, but we 
do not grudge that coiuessidn. VVe do not grudge that concession for 
the sake of better things to come afterwards. And it is not simply 
that they get a fair proportion, tht‘y get something more: they get 
permission to contest u<lditional seats us well. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: That is a shadowy privilege. 

Bibu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Then, do >ou fight sq^ 
strenuously for u shadow, Mr. Fa/d-ul JIiKi?' I do not understand this 
sort of cant, 

Sir, a compromise is always bud; a coini)roiuise is always unsatis- 
factory; and, speaking for myself, I may say that the old Adam is so 
strong within me (Laughter) that I have a constitutional aversion for 
any kind of compromise. Hut, so far as this paiticular aiueiulnient is 
concerned, there is one re<leeming feuluie aljout it wlinh makes me 
give my support and adhesion to it for such as it may he vuuth. It is 
for the first tinu' that mv .Muhamimulun brethren havi* been made to 
recognise, liave been persuaded to r<‘( ogiiize, the hem*iit of joint 
©le<’torute8. That h> itself is a great gain — a gain handicapped by 
conditions just at present — though the handicaps, I am sure, will dis- 
appear in cour.se of time. The acceptance of the principle of joint 
elecUuntes — and there 1 fully agree with Mr. H (’. (Miatterjee — does 
mark the optuiing of a new chapter in our national histftry. Incideiitully 
it shows that men like Mr. Fa/d-ul lliuj and Mr. Momiu have taken 
one step forward in the path of piditical ailvunce Their elementary' 
lessons are now {»ver ; uiul under the aide tuiti(Mi <tl the elder community, 
they will every day be making faster and taster pTo^re■^^. It is a (diarge 
against us, it is a charge brought against me, that we help in turning 
out graduates by the score; hut we shall reilt‘em our faults in that 
respect by turning out graduate.s in the s( hrsd of nationalism. 

6-15 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERill: Sir. 1 fruukly 

confess that Atujue of us on tliiN side of the Ilou^e are not m favour of 
introtluct ion of any special form of represen tat it>n of any i luss or com- 
munity 111 the local IhhIu's. While we have no ohjection (o the 
repri’sentatioii of minorities by nomination, we are certainly opposed to 
any system of special representation by elei tion. Stparate electoratea* 
have wrought immense mist hief to this country ami by no means should 
th«' virus of coTnitiuiialisni be iiiinMlm'iMl in fbe municipalities and other 
local bodies. Sir. I made inv p<isitioii clear the other day when the 
question of joint electorates arising out of a resolution moved hy Maalvi 
Abdus Samad came up for discussion m this House. Sir, the amend- 
ment moved by the Hon^hle Minister without previous notice hat 
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to us a« a dinagreeable sitrpritte. However, I do not wish to dilate 
dll this question. As the leaders of all parties in this House have ^ivaa 
tlbeir seal of approval to the ameudiiietit ul the liou'ble Minister, we do 
iK>t a'ish to stand in his way. XW', therefore, a hole^hearttMlly support 
the amendment since the principle of joint elei'ttirate has been adopted. 
Sir, it was only the other day that this l!oit.se accepted the principle of 
joint electorate for our legislatures aiul by accept injif this amendment 
W 0 shall Iw* practically nnifhriiun^ the dec ision already arrived at 
reg^ardiiiff the question of representation. Sir. 1 am ^Itid (hat the two 
^.jrreal coniinuiiities have at la**! beiui abb* to come tn a common measure 
of ajfreement and that t(K> uithout hue in}f to refer the matter to an 
mrbitration as lui** Ikmui the case with repud to the ijucstioii of reprcstuita* 
tion on the le|i»islutures. With tlieM* words, 1 support the aniendinent 
of the Hon hie Munster and I hopt* it will be lari led without a division. 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi AIIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 111 supporting the 
amendment 1 will not take mm ti tunc except to c«mtio\<Mt some 4 if the 
jxiints round ahoiit whuh *‘Uspu ion siill luijm'is I am afiaid. Sir, tliat 
«‘v<*ry one of the House will nuilize that whutexiT ma\ he the other 
different es. wloUhet it is a '.aciitueor not on the part id Muhammadans, 
the out Htaiidmii^ fait stands out that ilo* Moslem lominunitv. just a day 
before the day the commuiiu! aw aril is to be annoumeii ^ an award 

whiih Is the i<*siilt id lommunal disajjicciiicnl is picparcil to discuss 
thi.s (jU(‘Htion on its own nu*nts ami fa<4‘ fa* ts as tlie\ st.md I am say- 
in>; so witli a ilefinite undcrstamliiij; tliat so fai as tlie Moslem com* 
!iiuint\ is conterne(i, (he\ lone all aloii^' Immui unanimous and th«*y are 
still unaniimots tliat vehatexet uni;ht h«> tlte nature of tin* i let tonite m 
the munic ipalit it‘H ot tlisirot lutanls, the f'oum il eh^ ftoate stands on u 
different fisttin^'^, and Mr. Fa/.I*ul Hu<j math* it aloimlantly cleat that so 
far Us (’oum il cdectoratc* is t ctmeined, the Mosliuii eoinmtinitv almost as 
a whole, with tin* excejUion rd certainly a few, an* still pledfced to 
the jKilu v cd s(*pa?ate ele< t<»rale Sir, in spite of the fat t that we 
honextly believe in this pcdicv, in spite* of those xxht» abus»* us that xxe 
are not nationalists, that wc* are not patriots, and :n spite of tin* fac t that 
we still < lin^^ to tlie pnneiple of separate electorate s<* f.ir as the Lei^is- 
lative (’coim il is ccim erioMi, we an* prepaied not to make that t|iiestioii a 
definite issue in othet matters In other words, we are cpiite prepared 
to eotisider the cpii^stion cd the !«•» .cl boilic*s fnmi a diffen*nt HU^fle and 
from a different vision Hut m* far as the Ie*^^isliilive Fouiieil is con- 
eerned. I will jnmss* for a moment to lake stex k of the situation. 

After all what is this nationalism? Mr, J. L. Bannerjee*M 
uationalism has reduced itself to the rating stren^fih, or, in other words, 
•ay, if there are ff.fWKt men in a municipality who pay rates amounting 
to Rji. 5,000 and if the zamindar or maharaja there pays K«. HI, Of^fl. the 
voting strength goes to the maharaja : that is Mr. Hannerjee’s idea of 
aationaliam. 
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ftabu 4ITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: It is a deliberata mis. 
of facts and I protest against such a deliberate 
misrepresentation. 

Khan Bahldur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. Bannerjee’s idea of 
democracy is not the counting of heads, but it is the backing of monej" 
which counts (Babu Jitrndhalal Bannkrjek ; It is false: it is a lie); 
and the vehemence with which Mr. Bannerjee protests shows the truth 
of the statement. 

Sir, in sj>itc of our different ton victions, in spite of the utter dis- 
belief of iiiy friend Mr. Bannerjee in comproiniHe, we believe that the 
future of India does not lie merely in clinging to theories, but in each 
party, in spite of theories, preparing to come to a compromise in regard 
to the jaditiciil (juestions of the day and the future will be cjuite secure. 
What pains the Moslem i.s that he is always branded as a coinmunalist 
simply because us a virtue of netessitv he is m)t satisfied with the 
existing state of affairs. 1 do not like to mar the feeling of this House 
hy adding to the poignant feeling which generally pains us. 

Sir, Moslems w(»uld have asked for or begged for joint electorate if 
there had been no cry in this Council against giving a few seats to the 
Muhammadan.s. I’he more the cry against separate electorate, you will 
find that they will cling to it the greater. Sir, I will just give you one 
example which will be borne out b\ farts — that in spite of tlie strong 
difference of opinion between Hindu" end Muhammadans over the 
ijuestioii of cow sacrifice, the moment thr*re is strong opjiositimi against 
< <»w sacrifir e, there is the iiurn* enthusiasm for such sar rifii e I have 
always seen that if Inrth parties pxercisr‘ a little forbeaian(<‘ ami make 
an honest attempt to help r*ar h rrther, these things do not occur. I will 
ask Mr. .1. L. Bannerjee always feci that when a community says 
that it is making a sar rifire, it is not a riuestimi r»f |M)un<I. shilling and 
peiH'e, hut it is srunetimes also the chr^rished fr*«*lingH of that c'oinmimity 
whir h are at the bar k of it. Althrmgb personally 1 believe in separate 
elecliuate, still I honestly feel that we are taking a definite step ahead 
by arrr'ptiiig this amenrlment. 

It was in tile \eur ISSd that this Ar t was passed. l’AerylK>dy ariinits 
that the Btuigut Muiiir ipal Ar t requires amenrlment ; that this amend- 
uieiit is long r»verdue and if history is not mistaken, it is liecaune 
of this [irrivisirm alwnit electorate that this Bill was sacrificed on 
previous r>r r asirms. So fur us the Moslems rrf Bengal are concerned, 
they are not preparerl, even t»n this question t>f electorate, to sacrifice 
the interest of the country. In spite of what our traducers say, we 
have made a distinct advance towards the municipal self-government of 
the country, l^et it not lie said that with the experience of 50 yeare 
when we are offerwl a Wtter Act we are not prepared to accept it. It 
ia from this jK»iiit of view that we welanne this Bill and we hope that 
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fthall l)e able to apprec iate the ffoocl feeling that have existetl on thif 
qiMStioa. Whatever may tie our viewn, the first duty of the politician 
and the stateHiimii is to art in the best interest of the ('ouiitry and I 
think Mr. llannerjee will dii well if sometimes he forjfeta the leiieoua of 
books and take.s lessons on stateNiiiunship. 

The amendment of Mr. Naremlra Kumar Husu to the motion of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Hi joy I’lasjid Siiijj-h Hoy was then, by leave of the Councili 
withdrawn. 


Mr# PRESIDENT: Tli«* that foi « hiuM» 17A thi' tolluw- 

injr he Hiih<*t)tut«Ml, namely: — 

“liA. (/» 'I he Loi-al < rov ei nmeiit shall h\ rule [Utivjde (or tlie 
representation of a niimuttv <-otiiiiiuinl> ^\lthln a munieipality by 
reserving seats for it amon^ those to which c'ommissioners are to he 
elected under .section lo or MM tion It*. The iiumher of seats so rc’served 
shall he in accordance with the proporticm borne hv such community to 
the total population of the municipalit\ acc'ordiujr to (he* latest census. 

(?> No fwMson hc’liUi to a luinorttv c'lmiinutntv for which seats 
fWre reserved under suh-sc*<ticm (/> shall, if cdii^ihh* for election as a 
comini««sififH‘i . he* discjimhfied h\ the* operatiem of this M'cfion from 
elec t ion to an\ sc*at not so reserved. 

Hiii - The Lc*» til t vnv eriiinent shall cleterinine whether any 
coiiiinunitv m a inunic ipahtv shall h<> deeitii*d t(» he a ininoritv coiniiiunity 
for the* [lurposes of (his sc'ction. " 

riic* motion was put and agreed to cAmid cheers), 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motioio* .\os, to ‘.iJoO full through auto* 
matic'uliy 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Su. c annot mv amend* 
ment No. 2d0 h<* moved as an additiccny 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, vc»u cun move* it. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 hoR to move that after 
clause 17A the following clause he siihstitiited, namely: — 

“17H. (/) No p<‘rson shall, hy reason of his being a memher of 

any race, nationality, class or community W deprived of thev right to 
tmployitufiil hy any municipality to any post for whic’h he may lie 
qualified or of the right to vote at elections or of the right to la* ele<*t<id; 
nor »hail any municipality make any diwrimi nation in respect of 
•ervicoi rendered hy the municipality agalnat any nu'4*, nationality, 
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claim or community, but every resident of the town and members of 
every race, nationality, class or community shall have an equal right 
with other residents to a just and reasonable share in all services and 
advantages provided by the municipality. 

(2) In the event of any municipality violating the provisions con- 
taining in Hub'HcctioTi (/) and doing any act which deprives any class 
or coniniiinity, or members of any race or nationality from any right 
or office, nr discriminating against any race, nationality, class or 
community, nny ten members of the race, nationality, class or com- 
munity aggrieved therein may ajiply to the T/ocal Government in the 
prescribed manner for relief. 

(/i) On receipt of an application under sub-section (2) the liOcal 
Government shall, if it is satisfied that the applicants V)elong to a deter- 
minate race, nationality, i luss or community and that they have a prtvta 
fane grievaTU'c, appoint a Ihiard of Aibitiatifm to hear the application 
and give their awaid on the <lisput(‘. 

(4) 1’he lloanl of Arbitration upinonted nnder siib-se<tion L'j) shall 
consist of one member nominated hv the ai>plieants, om* member elected 
by the mnnieipality against whom the allegations are made and a 
president appointed by the liOcal Government. 

<<>) Tlie lloanl may make an award lecording their findings on the 
issues raised hy the petition, and, in case (he grievame> are found by 
them to he well founded, they shall also determine wlmt acts should 
Ih* dmie hv the munii iiiality t(» remove the grievance. 

Thi* Local Government may make njh‘s consistent with this 
sect ion - 

lot laying d(»wn the proce<lure for application to (he Government, 
th) detei mining the (pialitiiatioiis of persons who may W nomi- 
nated or elected to the Board, 

ici det(U mining the procetluie to Ih* folhiwed hy the Board and 
for the execution ot its award.’* 

Sir, this clause which I propose to he a<lded gives a real protection to 
minorities which even the amended clause 17A will not give. I have 
heard very often in this House and elsewhere of the tyranny of the 
majority and that has bt*en one of the problems which the political 
philosophers have ha<l to <lenl for a long time now, and it is only very 
recently that a solution has Wen obtnineil, and emhwlied in the variout 
peace treaties in Europe at the end of the last war hy which adequate 
protection has l>een given to minorities so far as their essential rights 
are concerned, hy guaranteeing those rights under the guarantee of tbs 
Tieague of Nations. My amendment is ha.sed on principles similar to 
that. Clause I of it provides first of all that so far as the civic rights 
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diui^nA are concemtHl, or the rtfrhtii to any ttervit'ea hy the niuiiicipalitiea 
roucerned, well the rifrht to hold any poi^t or to take |niri in 
diction of any (»ffiee *«nt h t hairman, ete.. is eoiieenied-^ 

Mr* W. H. THOMPSON: (hi a jMont of order. Sir. riiupter 3 of 
this Al t refers to the I'oiistitutioii of the >elf-p>vernjn^ inunieipalitiea 
and van Dr. S* ii (iiiptU H anii itdiiooit roiiie under tluil i luipter!^ 

Mr* PRESiOENT: Dr. Sen (iupta ).•» putiin^f that us a separate 
blau.se. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: M> point is, is it rele\anl to 
clause 17A i h’f 

Th« Hofi*t>(« Mr* BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: .Mav I point 
out, Sir. that It doe.s ncit fit in willi the* anan^enienth of tin* Hill?' 

Mr. PRESIOENT: I ( annot pievint tlu« nieinhei fiiuu iuo\ in^ it aa 
it iH not <'o\i red 1>\ tin* dei i-ion artnetl at in te|;aid to \oui an (Uidinelit. 
You ran opj)OH«‘ ;i it ii does not jit III witli the a? ran;^rnirnt '* oj tlie Hill. 
Let th«‘ iioMtihet nio>e it and li the iitutse thinks that it dot's not tit in» 
the House I an t)irou it out 

p.TU 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir the Hon hie 

Minisler thinks the aineiidnient does not fit in with the ohjec t «>f (he 
A(‘f i sliall Ik* ^'lad it. u hen lie unswtis. he will ptunt toit m what 
respt et it t tu(tra<li( t- an> thinj; in the At t, M\ aineioltneiit onl\ pio\idea 
an loltjifional -ufetruard for the niitoo it les, Mafej^uarils whieh will l»e 
really efTei ti\e. an<! then* is roithinjf in the Hill with whn h it would lie 
inconsistent in an> iespe«(. ft is piissilde (hat what lie meant was that 
it ou^'ht not to i onie ut this staiu’e If that was so, anil if the amendment 
is parsed, the la'gi.slatne Dejantiiient imy\ perhaps »mt red in findiriji( 
out a proper place for it. 

Sir, what I sujr^est is thnt hy tlii« amendment important minority 
communities would he ^riiuranteed the exerciw* of their fundamental 
civic rights and their letfitimale »thare in all the nervices hy the tiiunici* 
paiities and e%erv eornmuiiily shall he iruarunteed a just and reaiMmable 
ehajre in all the services which are provided hy the municipalities. Sir, 
a complaint has Ihhmi made in this Hoiiw* with reference one muiiici- 
pality, that there is a particular hR*ality inhahited hy a particular 
oonununity, which has lieeti nej;('iei'ted hy that iiiunieipaiitv . I do not 
know whether there is sulmtanee in that complaint, hut I think it is not 
intpoosihle. On the contrary, from what 1 know, ! suppose it would bo 
oxtrenieiy probable that there w ill have lieeii cases in which communitioo 
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liave suffered by the ne^ltgetice of a tnunicipality. If that is so, what 
remedy is there in this Bill? Ah it is, none at all. One can only get 
into a municipality by securing the good grates of a majority of com- 
missioners. But what clause {2) in my amendment says is that “In 
the event of any municipality violating the provisions containing in 
iub-sec;tion (1) an<l doing any act which deprives any class or com- 
munity, or members tif any race (»r nationality from any right or office, 
or discriminating against any race, nali(»n»lity, class or coiniminity, any 
ten inemhers of the race, nationality, class or community aggrieved 
thereby may apply to the Lo<al (lo\erninent in the pre.scrilxMl manner 
for relief.” When that is done, the Lcxal Government will consider 
whether there is any suhstanc<‘ in the (omplaint and whether, as a 
matter of fact, the negligence complained of is a violation of clause (7), 
that is to say, whether it makes a rac ial or class discrimination against 
a minority, camtrury to the preevisions of clause (/). If the Government 
are satisfied pnmu fanv that it makes out a good ease, they may appoint 
a Board of Arbitration. One of the memhers of the board will be 
nominated by the applicants, tlie otlier member by the munic ipality and 
the third m(*ml)er should he appointed by the tiovernment. Then in 
clause (ti) provision is made that the* (loveiniiMUit ina\ make rules con- 
sistent with this seetion ud laying doun lhc‘ procedure for aj)p]ication 
to the Government, {h) determining the cpialilications of persons who 
may lie nominated or elec ted to the board, (c ) determining the procedure 
to be followed b\ the Inmnl and for the exenition of its award. This 
provides a c-omplete proeculure for remedying any real gnexance of any 
minority eommunity, Seetion 17A, ns it has ncox keen amended, 
provides for eases of minorities which (iovernnoMit ecuisuler to be suitable 
for sc'parale treatineiit in the matter of eb^ctioi-s ,»•» c ommissioners in a 
municipality. That may or may not be of an\ use to a tiiiaorily 
comiiuinity . If the minority eommunity does not happen to be 
iiuffieientl> important to deserve that eonsuleration from t iovernment, 
then they do not g-ain anything liy the amendment of section 17A, or 
again, if the minoiity eommunity happens to lie too small n minority to 
be abb‘ to iiitiiience their decision in any natural ua>. the\ clo not gain 
anything. Su|i|»osing that a eommunity has been systematically 
neglected and differentially treated; they have n<» remedy in the Govern- 
ment Bill; or supposing that they do rc'turn two ('onmuHsioners out of 
18, even that will l>e absolutclv usedess to them for .securing relief against 
their grievaiic*es. This clause, however, in so far as it protects their 
fundamental rights as memliers of an important minority community, 
gives them an adeciunte relief against suc h discrimination. As 1 have 
aaid, the polic'y underlying this section is the policy which the 
experience of uation.s has at Inst evolved, and has been emlnMlied in the 
minority guarantee treaties by which the rights of rainoritie# m 
protected under the Guarantee of the l.ieague of Nations. I am for 
giving protection to minorities in respect of their fundamenUl righU ol 
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<illBeiisiiip, under the protection not of the Ijeaftue of Xations, but of 
Otl'^^niment, and I do not nuppone that there would be any rea 4 ionable 
objection to this proposal. Sir, 1 am afraid of one word and tliat ia that 
notorious word “prartiral”, which the Hon’hle Minister emphasised m 
much in his answer to me another day. With rejfard to that, I have 
not l>eeii able to see in what respect this provision is impracticable and 1 
would only ask the Hon'ble Minister, if he is inclined to <»p]>ose this 
motion, to consult the ]>rtH‘eedin^^s of the Mandates ami Minorities 
Commission of the l/ea^ue of Nations. Then he will Ih' certainly satis- 
fied that protection of minorities under such a j^'^uarantee is an eminently 
reasonable and practical proposition, and us a matter of fact, in matters 
of political rijflits and of protection of cultural rights, the minority 
communities have la‘eii amply protec't«*d by the l*eaj;ue of Nations. Sir, 
I did not raise any discordant note with rc*yurd tc» Hection I7.\. iilthouffh 
I was not (pnte satisfic'd witli it. Hut e\eii if it hc'lps tt> scs uic‘ a certain 
amount of reprc*seiitatii»fi to a miiic»nty c-oinmuiiity. it does not offer a 
aolutioti of th(‘ pT(d)lein. 1 think that if we accept thc' pn>posilioii that 
the minorities have interests w hic h should be pn>tc»cted - a prcci»osituui 
which c’aiinot be denied — and if we 'cant to proti*c'( miiiorit ii‘s ajrainst 
the tyranny cjf the inaj(»nty. then we should j^ive them adesjuate pi*otcM*- 
lion in respec t of their c‘njo\ment of c ivic ri^rhts. and I think the only 
course is the proceduic' outiincMl in m\ amendment 

The Hon’bte Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ns, to oppose 

this amcMuiinc'nt Like inany othcT aiiic'ndmc'otM of mv estet nicMl frn nd, 
Dr. Narc'sh t'liaiidra Sen tJiipta. it is a hi^^hh- incHajdivsicnl, ami 1 am 
inc'linc'd to say that it n jM'rhapH the mo*»t itict!i[di\ si, a) aiiK'itdiiic'iit 
that has ever bc'i’ii nio\c‘,l b\ htni in tins ILnis,* I think, Sii, that 
there* lias not bc*,>n the faintest .su^>rc*stion an\w},c*te in the Hill that 
baa I IsMlies will have* any power to dis, r iininat,* betw<‘r*n minoritic^s 
bc*lon^injr to diffeient , ommunif n*s. Local bodic*s have Imm'H working: 
for the last oti \ears and there has 1 m*cui no sn, h c harflri* hrouj^lit against 
them that thc»y ciiscrinnnatc* in fl»c*ir frcnitment of minority coinmunit les. 

As re(,rards the no c»nsiHtcnc\ ,i( tins iitnendiiicnt with scclmii 17A, 

I may point mit that the* iiirht to \,,te ui elections or the* n/j’ht to be 
elec ted, is (foverned b\ c lamed ’.^tl and ,*1. so this shoubl not ccimc* as an 
ametidment to claus<^ I7A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th is is not an amendment but nn additional 
clause. 

Tht HOfPIlit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : f stand c orrectH], 
Sir. It may be an additional clause, but it ahould not have come at 
tbia atiCire. The mover wanta m to follow the principles acc’epfed by 
tbe Leairue of Nations, but theae are atill in an experimental ata^^e and 
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they have not been introclueed in leg’islation a« yet and we must wait 
some time lonf^er before they prove practical (an expre«M*ion to which I 
have no doubt iiiy friend will take exception). 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May 1 rise on a point of 
personal ex])laMation ? I <lid n(»t say that it is merely a resolution of 
the f^caj^iie of Nations. What I rcfiured to are a<*tually contained in 
the constil iitioHM of at least half a dozen territories which have been 
recently cn ated. 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: AVe are not here 
to safej^uard political ri^'hts. If my friend sends in his suggestions 
when the new Indian constitution is dratted, Mr. Hanisay Macdonald and 
his colleugvies would be tliunkful l(» him and would web ome them. But 
I tliink (iiat this additional clauM* .should hardly find a place in a Bill 
governinjs'^ (lie (onstitution ot miifttn.xal municipalitie.s. The jiroposition 
is that there should be a Board of Ariutration. If a member of a 
minority community feels himself hurt or aggrieved, then there should 
be a Board of Arbitration witli repiesentatives of different parties to 
settle* the dispute, it is a highly lomplicateel machinery, whicli, I 
think, w ill not fit in with the nun liinery of the rural munic*ipalities, I 
would ask my friend to tliink ot the bodies lor which we are legislating. 
AVe are md legislating fe»r boeiies, the const itut ions of which were 
drafted or shouhl be diafted on the line’s sugge’sie'd in the reeeunmenela- 
tions of the Leuigue eif .\atiems. But we are* le’gislatiiig feir munied- 
pulitu's imluding the munie’ipalit le’s like* thos(> (larulia and ('hakeUi. 
I say, lln’refe>re— w lie’re is the loeini leu a e euuplie ateel machine’rv like 
this ill a legislatiem ed this chaiaeteuy It is a hlghl^ metajihysical 
thing, e»ver whi< li I ele> imt think the’ time e>f the Mouse- shoubl have l>een 
wasted. 

The iiieitieui eif Dr. Naresli ('hunelru Sen (fuptu was then put and lost. 
6*4f) p m 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, em a |>e)int e>f eirdcr. May 
I ine|uiie if it is open to a meml>er of this ('emmil to accu.se another 
memher e»f having eaiised waste time e>f tins (’imncil by bringing 
forwarel an amendment whie h was approved b\ \ou. Sir, liefore it waa 
put on the agciidu paper? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhy not? He was merely voicing hi» own 
opinion. As reganis the motion itself, i tested its admiaaibility but not 
its merits. 1 tieclared it to l>e in order, but I never exprewaed, nor hjid 
any wTasion to express, my opinion in regard to it» snbatance. 
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(lausf IS. 

Mr. [PRESIDENT: Tlu» question \n that rliuHe IS stuiul mirl of tli© 
BiU. 

BalNi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir. I hv^ to move that 
in clause LS </», in line 1, after the woni '‘ma\ ' the follon'in^ b® 
in»erte<l, namely: — 

“in rase of new muniripalities of its own m<»ljon and in raa® 
of muniripalitie.s alread\ in exislenre at the time tho 
notifi(ation is made, on the rerommemlat ion of the 
commiHsioners.” 

Sir. I do not think I nred sa\ imoh in support of in\ motion. I 
think ill the rase of the nrw muniripalities tlie Loral (lovernment inav 
stio nu*(u determine the numher of roinmisHionei s and in the rase of 
muniripalit le.s alreadv in evistenre the nuJiihet ma\ he detm mined on 
the m omnirmlat ion of the rommiHsiouers. f think mv fiieiid, 
Mr Sal>eml:a .\atli lto>. will sprak a fev'i words m sujipoit of this 
amendment With thest^ few words. I leave m> amrndmimt tt» the 
ar<e|Man(e of the House. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Su. 1 1 m to .u] »poi t t hi' mot ion 
whirh lias hern mo\ed h\ m\ fnend. Hahn Ki-'hon Mohan f'haudhnn. 
In doin^' so. I would onl> irfer tin* Ilon’hle Mifuntej to < hiuse ti and 
tin* pro\iso therenrnler in wlnrh the prinriple has heen iniepted that 
fioveniinent shouhl art in iiihiin < ases. as for «‘\ample. the w ithrlrawal 
of a muniri[»alit\ from the operations of tin* A< i to im hide within the 
munic ipality an\ area or to divide a iituiiit ipality int4i two or more partn 
or to unite two miinn ipalitn*s m one, on the rec-omniendat jons of the 
rommi.ssioners of tin* iminiripality rornenied. Then-fore, I think that 
on the c|nestion of (h'tiTnnriint' the nnrnher of r4iminisHiorn*rH to lie 
elec’ted froiii earh ward, (#o\ernmeiit should t on tin* ret ommendiit ion 
of the t‘oiiiiiiissioners, in view <if the fat t that we are Ktdnj^* to havo 
the»e munit'ipHlitu*s as autotioinotiH htMlies. Having reji^attl to the 
provisions of claust* <i. 1 think tin* Htm'hle Minister will a< tept this 
amendment. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I am 
prepared to ac c ept this ainendment provided the mover aKrc*«*s to i ertaiii 
alteration, vii., instcsad of “on Hie reeoinmendntion of the fonimia* 
aioners” if he would airree to put in “after eonsideration of the view* 
of the etiiiimiaamiiers at a meetirij;;/' Hoi erti inert t will have nc» ohjec*tion 
to accept the amendment. 
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BalNl KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am prepared to 
accept the alteration 8Ujrffe«ted by the Hon’ble Minister, 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhiiri was then put in the 
followinjf amended form and agreed to; — 

“That in claune 18 (J), in line 1, after the word 'may* the following 
Iw inserted, namely: — 

‘in case of new mnnicipalitieH of its own motion and in case 
of iminicipalities alreadN in e\i*<tei)ce at the time the 
iiotitication is made, all<‘r eonsiderut ion of the views of the 
commissioners at a meeting’.’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ((uestion is that clause 18, as amended in 
thf* (’onncil, stand part of the Hill 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


('Umxv IfK 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (juestion is that clause 10 staml part of the 
Hill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, in lines 1 to d, for the wortls “A committi'c < (insisting of the 
(duiirman and two ('omiiiiHsioner.s to be appointed b\ the « ommissioners 
at a im*eting for this purpose” the >^()rds “The chairman” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the preparation of the eh‘ctoral roll is a mattci of routine. It 
would delay publication if the first preparation be made b> a committee. 
1 think this should be left to the chairman as was proposed in the 
original Hill. It may be proviihul b> the rule<» that th(‘ objections shall 
be heard by a committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We may now tak<* up Nos. i;*73 and ‘274 and 
have one discmssion. 

BabM KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir. T Wg to move that 
in clause 19 (/), in line 2. for the words “and two (Commissioners” the 
words “vi('e-chairnmn and thre<» (ommis.sioners” W substituted. 

1 think it will be difficult for the chairtuan to take part in all tbeae 
matters. It is, therefore, projier that instead of “two comniissioiiera,*' 
“the vice-i'hairman and 3 coiuiiiissioners” should be substituted. In 
that case even in the absence of the chatrtnan the vice-chairmaii will be 
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able to carry on the work of the niunicipality with the aid of 3 comniij*- 
aioners. In the case of the preseni'e of the chairman, there will lie o 
commissioners present and there will lie no dittit ulty in rejfurd to 
toting:. 

With these few words. 1 (oinniend m> motion to the ancptance of 
tlie House. 


Rli Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Mr. rresident, Sir. instead 
of the motion that stands in mv name, I wouhi. with your |H*riiiission, 
like to move the following^ motnni; — 

“That in clause 19 (/) the f»dlowinjf he added, namely; — 

*Iu a municipality which ha.s been divided into wards, no such 
commissioiu'rs shall ntaiid as a t-aiididute lor elei tioii from the 
ward in the jirepaialion of the ele< toral ndl of which such com- 
mission's hasc taken part*.’* 


formerly the work of thi* preparation of the elei torul roll was doiu* only 
hy the ( hairman, Now we see that the chairman and two coinmissmners 
will do this work I desire to sav that the commissioinus must lie those 
who ."iliail ha\o no intercut in the preparation ot the ehs toral rolls of the 
particular waitl. a.*, otherwise fhes<* commmsioners would try to do 
thiiit;^ to I heir own best ad\anta^»'e. Tin* inlcrefits of the ratepayers 
would also lu‘ -atejfuunled I mu\ sa.v that in rases wliere an olHcer, 
on certain inlonnation, orders tlu» proseeution of a partir ular person, 
the oftirer ordering: *h<* prosfrut loii is not g’eiieialh allow crl to tr\ tlie 
case even on leg^al evulmne and that is no diHparagi'ment to unylMMly 


0 p.m. 

This will neither dl^{>arag:e nor harm uiiyhodi". Sir. it has been 
projKisiMl that tin* elec toral roll siiould he prepared h, the chairmuii and 
two comiuissioiiei s 1 think. Sir, this preparation of the electoral roll 
is not a simple matter of routine, hut is \er> rmportant, and this is well 
know'n to those who have dealt with iiiunn ipal affairs. Sir, I do tort 
want to waste the time of the House, and 1 only say that in a munici- 
pality no such commissioners shall stami as a I'andidute for eh^ tion in a 
ward if in the preparation of the electoral roll of that ward of the 
municipality such i omiiiissioners have taken part. It>»will not in any 
way harm the commissioners liecause provision can lie made in conneo 
tion with the prejramtion of the electoral roll by di fleroot commis* 
noners who are not candidate from any particular ward. 



62 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[15th Aro., 


Mni SATYENDRA NATH ROY: The intention of the BiU ia 
that the chairman aaftiMtad by two commissioners shall prepare 
the electoral roll. Sir, what is the present procedure? I would ask 
the I louse to refer to the present Bengal Municipal Election Rules. 
Section 4 says that in every municipality a rej^ister in form A of all 
persons qualified to vote* shall In* prepared by, or under the orders of^ 
the chainiian as soon as may be after these rules shall have come 
into foree, and shall be thr>roujrlily revised by him at least four 
months before the date fixed for any |:»-enerul election, and then within 
lit) days before the date fixed for the jifeneral election, the register shall 
be published as re\ised by the chairman. Then an\ person whose name 
does not upp<‘ar in tlie revised register and wlio claims the right of 
voting, may, within lo da>s of the publication tliereof, apply to the 
chairiuau iii writing t<» have* hl^ name added to tlie register or 
suhstitntcil for an\ name in th(‘ registei. An\ iiei‘'On whose name is in 
tin* register and who ('oiiNuh t.s any name in the register of voters 
prefiareil under rule 4 ought to l>»* omitted, iiia.s , w ithiu lo da>s of the 
puhlnation of the leg-istei, appl\ to the chairman in writing to have 
suc h name* ciinifted, Sii . tin* .Selec t (’cuinuittec* liad nii api>rehension, 
as Maulvi Abiil Kuhcou said tin* of!n*r day, that t}n»re were* certain 
munic ipal) Ill's w ln*re iiaiin*s of 10 or bO members of one family were 
inc'luc)c*cl in tin* rc*gistc*i. Heall> 1 d(» imt know that. 'I'lierc* are so 
muu> saleguards. Tin* rolls aic* pieparc*d in the ottic <* of the iiiunici- 
pality and thc‘n tln*y arc* puhlishc'd and a (t‘itain time is given for 
recc'iving objc'ct ions. Then, a*< e\c‘r\b<>d\ knows, after the objec tions 
are recc'ived. the chairman disposes of those objections and against the 
decision of the chairman then* cun In* an appc*al to the District 
Magi'ct rate*. Sir. tw'o othc*r c cunmissuinc*is have* now bo<*n addocl hy the 
Select ('ommittee. tK couMe tln‘rc* may be Inuiest or dishonest ehairiuen 
of municipalities, but with (ln*se saf<*guards, I tiunk there is no reason 
to add fresh complicuticms m tin* preparation of the electoral rolls. 
Evc*r\ thing is done in the muiin ipul office and on tln*se considerations 
I support the amendnn*nt cd Muniiiclra Deb Uai Maliasai. 

Hegarding tin* ann*iidment iin>M*d h\ m\ friend Babu Kishori 
Mohan (’haudhuri, I do not know whether the \ n e-c fiuinnan is generally 
ail eleeted c'ommissituier and \'* in tin* same position as the chairman. 
Tin*re is no sf»ai ial sanctity altin hed to the office of the vice-chairman. 
It simply means addition of another person : so I opfvose this amendment. 

Uegarding the uiiiendment of my friend Bui Kamini Kumar Daa 
Bahadur, I (an only ap(H*al to the llousi* as to why should any 
particular (omuiissioner giv(* an undertaking not to seek election from 
a particular ward. Partic'iilar candidates are elected from particular 
wards not for one term only but for suct'essive terms. I know ol 
particular wards of tertain municipalities which had l>een returning ilia 
same eomtnissicuiers to the muni('i|Mil board for ten or twelve terma. 
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tW 1 

fbder tlie#e ci reams tanc^, I oppose the unendment of my friend Eti 
|bpWlini Kumar Das Bahadur ns also of liabu Kishori Mohan ('hatidhuri 
ittd 1 support the amendment of Munitidra l)«di Bni Mahatuit. 

Mr* H* P« V* TOWNEND: These three ntiieiHliiietits m»\ Is* taken 
to eaiuel emh other out \er> lar^o*ly. (hi the one hand, we hnve the 
diehards seeking' to contimie the present posititui by whieh only the 
chairman deals with (he^* matters. On the other, we have others who 
"would liave a Isulv rreated of as maii> us five people. The reuMin why 
it is protmsed not to Itnive the matter t<» the ihaiiman in that after very 
lon^ deliheiation the S**lert (’tuiiiinttee d«M'ided that i! would he better 
to join tw<» eominishione ? ,1 witli bini TKh is tn aceordanee with the 
Ifeueral attitude taken up by the majontv of this House in the prepara- 
tion of tlie Hill. 'I'bev wjsh io lia\e a denioeratu institution, tf pi.ssible, 
and not to leave it to one man to lieeide where it is possible to have 
several persons (tn the other band, there must Iw* reason in all things, 
and ail attempt to move at oum*. or at all. from bavirijj^ only the i hatrmaii 
to (b*al with these inatteis to liavint.’’ live people st»ems lather alisurd. 
Mr. Ho\ has fuii\ dealt with tins uiattei, and 1 think his argument is 
quite .sound, thouirh 1 <io not a;»ree with inm oti th«' otlier aimuidmeiits, 

I am, therefore, opposed to the pTofiosal ol tin* Hai Haliailiir that any 
rommis^ioMei w 1(0 takes part in this aMivitv «d the munii ipalitv should 
not stand as a laiididate for elei tion from the wards in the preparation 
of the eleetoial rolls for whieh he has taken part. (A von r. : One 
ward.) Well, tlie pra(tieal etieet ol this would he that a miinn i[MiIi(y 
would have to eoiistitute as umn> lommittees as tlu’re at*- wauls, 
be<*ati.se it is absurd to ask an\ < ominissioio t tik debar binisell from 
-oleition bv dealin^^ wilii tlo* w hob* iimnM ijialits , It woubl be really 
impo.ssilde to hav*‘ four t»t peihaps im dilleri nl (oinmittees to deal with 
tiiese matters, and I think this js reallv a eoiielusive ar|^um<*ut. On 
theMJ grounds I o[»pos,. the amendments 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to support tin* amendment moved 
by Kai Kainini Kumar Das Hahadur I have heard Mr. Hoy and 
Mr. Townend on tluMu* points. Mr. Hov’s first mistake is to allow the 
chairman to prepare the ele<toial rcdls What is the gcaal of letting 
the eliairman make the elet torul rolls when there are various other 
methods by whit h that ran lie done?' Ifis t'ontention is that when the 
first preliminary report is published, the chairman hears ohjectirma and 
decides them, and what is more, there can be an ap|H*ai to the District 
Magistrate or somelMxly elite against the ibn ifiion of the chairman. 8o 
far as the rules go, it is all right. But for practical purposed, it is 
absolutely worthless. Does he expert that every ratepayer will go 
tbrougk the whole list of five or six thousand eliH'tors that are to be 
found in the various wards of a municipality and then find out wbetbar 
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a particular name has beeo rightly or wrongly included P For tlw 
reason it u* nei^enBary that there should be two commiiiiiioners 
with the eheirmau, and on the top of it ray friend moves that these 
corain I hm loners should not be the coraraiMsioners for the wards for wluolk^ 
til© elei torul rolls are beiiij^ prepared. I have heard that in the opinion of 
the Govern ineiit it is not a prat tnal proposal, hut I may remind ifeodl 
that in a rnunii'ipulity there is a IkkIv known as the appeal bench which 
hears appeals aif^uinst assessment and this njipeul bench consists of the 
chairniun and two elected ('oiiiinissioiiers uho are not jneniliers of the 
wards from which these appeals are heard. In the same way, there can 
l>e no diffieulty in forming an electoral liourd witli the chairman an^f 
two coininissioiu^rs ^elccte(l Iroin uiiionj; tlic bods of the iiuinicipal com^ 
missioners wlio may not be the repreMoitat i\ es (»f the wards for 
the roll IS liein^ prepared, and this, in in> opinion, is tin* best solution 
of the whole situation. 

The motion of Munin<lra Deb Uui Muhusai uus |uit and lost. 


The motion of Babu Kislion Mohan ('luimihuri was put and lost. 

The motion of Hat Bahadur Kumiiii Kumur Das uus then put aa4 
lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I lie^ to move that in clause 19 
(/), in line 4, for the uords “in the manner pres< rihed’’ the words “in 
such manner us the Lmal (fov4»rtiim*nt may piesj-ribe” he substituted. 

In order to make the eleitorul roll moie e,\pressive after its 
preparation in a manner ti* be presi rihed by the ( fovernmeiit that I have 
udiied this uineiulment to the cIuuhi*, and 1 d(* not think the (fovernmeiti^ 
will luive reason to oppose it. As re^anlH jn\ next ainendinent which' 
is tliat the final ehn-toral ndl .should he icMscii and puhlished by thiJ* 
revising auliioiity, this has b«*<*n in vop^uc fa*fon‘ and there is no 
why that practice shoiihl be done nuay with, because ofteD-times there 
is a differeme between the ratepayers and tlie chairman, and in that 
case, the revisni^r authority uill have to consider those case.s u^ain after 
ail appeal is Qiade b\ the ratepa\ers (piestioitinnf thi' lorreitness or 
otherwise of tlie electoral roll In the eb*ctiou rules now prevalent in 
the iiimiieipalilies— of i-ourse that i^ prevalent in tlu* municipality which 
1 represiMit Ker»' — the procishire is that tlie chairman prepares the roll 
and after the chairtmin prepares and finally publishes the roll, time la 
alloweil to the ratepayers to make represim tut ions afrainst the Ennl 
electoral roll prepannl hy the chairman. These representations are 
considered by a rf*visin>j authority and after the revising auihiM'it^ 
finally disposes nf all the cases on the evidence which it collects nii4 
which is preiieute<] l»efort« it. the elet toral roll is finally published and 
the final electoral roll i.s also signed by the cliairuum and if this it dontt 




I also move that to clauin* 19 (I) the followiDf^f he added, namely:— 

*'and the final el<H'torul roll tihall Ih) reviiied and published by 
the revising authority (appointed by the Lt>cal (lovernment) 
and the ehaimian.'* 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: I oppoi«e both the amendments, 
file first uniendment of my friend i*» probably covered; ho no alterations 
be made. 

' As to the nerond ainendmeiit, the mover is not right or has forgotten 
that a rlaiise ban jiHt been panned by which the f'ommiHHionerH will be 
jraepoiiHible for the prej»aratu»n of the electoral rolls and the chuirinau 
wRI Iw the reviniiig authoritv. So ihi** aineiidinent is absolutely 
«nneee.sHary. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir. I also join my friend Mr. 
H^arendra Kumar Basu in opposing both these amendments. As has 
already l>een taunted luit by him, the amendments are ijuite unntM'es- 
aary. In umcndiiient No. 'J7'> the same thing has been put forward 
in a different form. With regard t4» the amendment No. 1*70, I 
abauld say it is not corre<'t to say that the Bill has made no provision 
"^for revision of the ele< torul r<dl. For, by idause 41, Ibe (lovernment 
u-baV© p<iwer to make rules bir revision of the electoral roll. Therefore, 
quite unncHessary to make further provision in the Bill for revis- 
'ia# {be electoral roll. 

Hm Hofl’IlM Mr. BUOY RRABAD BINQH ROY: 1 formally oppose 
bath the amendments. Mr. Basu has fully anticipated Government 
4>hjecitons. 

The following motion was then put and lost ; — 

**Tbat in clause 19 {Jt, in line 4, for the words ‘in the manner 
pmcribed* the words ‘in such manner as the Ixical Government may 
Hreecribe* be substituted.’' 

The following motion was, by leave of the CNiuncil, withdrawn ; — 

^‘Tbat to clause 19 (/} the following be added, namely 

’and the final elet'toral roll shall be revised and published by 
the revising authority (i^pointed by the Isk» 1 Oovemmeni) 
and the diairman*.’* 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: Maulvi Abul Kasem, do you intend to move 
your amendments Nos. 278 and 279 together and make one speech on 
them? 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, with your permission I should like 
to move amendment No. 278 with a slight alteration and not move 
amendment No. 279 at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the alteration you propose to make? 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: My amendment in the altered form will 
read — 

“That after clause 19 {4) the following he added, namely: — 

‘Proviiled that the jireliminarv and final ♦de<toral rolls shall be 
printed and he made availahle for purchast* h\ any citizen at a reasonable 
price.’ ’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then. \ou \\ill not move amendment No. 279? 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Th amended m(»tion will }>e (piite sufficient. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Si!. I heg fuimailv to move the atnend- 
mcnt. I do not think, Sir. that I should infli< t a speech on this House 
over this matter. But for the information f)f in> friends I may say at 
once that at present the practice is to hang up a humlle of papers, which 
is s\ipposed to he the electoral roll, in the municipal office. If any one 
wuTits to \erif,\ whether hi*, name ha^ Ite ui mitered in the roll, he 
usuullv imu'tH with a mutilated roll, whn h, on in(|uin-. he learns is du« 
ti> the fact that othei iatepa\ei‘* have lorn off page.'i from it. It 
very difficult for ordim/r;/ ratepayer^ t<* go to the municipal office and 
find out whether the ndl has been correctly drawn up — whether his 
name has been ineludtHl in it or not. My object in moving this 
amendment is to enahle ratepayers in all municipalities in Bengal 
to get the nceessary information at a minimum cost and trouble. My 
friend Mr. Hoy has told us that if the preliminary list is wrong, there 
is alw'ays an appeal before the ehainnan. But I sumhit, Sir, that 
this is a roundahont process for rectifying any mistake. With thciae 
words, 1 commend my amendment to the acceptance of the Iloua©. 

Tht NOfl’bIt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir. on behalf 
of (loveniment I am prepared to accept the amendment of Maulvi Abul 
Ka«em if only he is agreeable to add the following word# at the end: — 

“to l>e fixed by the commissioner# in this behalf.” 
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Mfs PRESIDENT: Then the amendiueut will rend m follown:— 

“That after elaine 19 (Vi. the following he addiMl, namely 

•Provided that tlie |irelimiiiar\ and htial ehntoral rtdln nhall be 
printed and he made available for pureha^e by any l itiien at a tt'anon* 
able pri« e to be tixed bv the t iunmi.'iHionetH in thif» behalf,* *’ 

Tfm Hofi’lii« Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On meond 
thought. Sir, I shonM like ti» add the wonU “at a meeting” after the 
word “eonmn^HioneTH ’ and drop the wonin “m thi'* lK»half/' 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL NAQUE: The word^ “at a 
meeting”, 1 am afraid, will tend to create diflieultieH. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then there «r«* two altcriiulivi' fi>riUH. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: PelHonall\. 1 ihhoubl 
like to leave the matter of (ostn to tic dojcretion of the ehairinan, but 
the eojit nhould be as cheap ai poHHible. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I waiit to oppoNc both 
the uinendment*i. In (he caH4* of mufajutfil miinicipulitieK, ^erv very 
few fMuiple ever care to trouble them^'i'hcH oxer thii* matter. In 
Calcutta, where many people take a keen intercHt m thin mutter, 
the pro e of the ndl ih only four anna**: xx her Mii in the cai*ie of 
m%tftis^al municipiilitie-% the price may come to a»* muih an Ha. 7 to 
Rjt. S. There are many poor munii ipalitien in neiigal, and it will 
be iiiKjuitoiu t(> hudille them with thi« heavx expenditure. With thcAe 
word**. Sir. I oppose the proposal of Maulxi Abul KaAiun. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to Hup}Ku( Mr. Hoy 

in hi-* arguments, iMHaune it xxill be tim lostlx for a' mufn*MHl 
munuapaliix to print the idiH toral rolls. I’Vom mv exp(*ri“nce I cun 
nay that no ody cares to purchase these rrdU ili nnifagmil areas. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU; 1 want tt> ^av a few xrord**. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I 

prnnt out that if it i« going to be a new clauiw*, it cannot begin with 
the word “Provided”?' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yea. you are right. 

Hr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: May t point out to the Houae, 
a« haa been pointed out by two previouM ^peukern, that it would W 
rather hard on aome of the mufiistal inonicipalitiei if they were 
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crorapelled to print both the preliminary and final electoral rolla, as 
it might not be posnible for them to sell a single copy of the preli- 
minary or final electoral roll. Therefore, I suggest that if he desires 
the thing, to make the following alteration : — 

^*Provid(Ml the final electoral roll shall be published and made 
available for purchase by any citizen at a price to be fixed by the 
commissioners/' 

MO p.in, 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment of Maulvi Abul Kascm. If ome the preliminary roll 
is printed, there is every likelihood of revisions and corrections later 
on. But these revisions and (orrections will not be such as will 
necessitate the printing of the entire mil again at the time of the 
publication of the finul roll. Only those sh(*ets will have to be printed 
which will hear numerouM corrections. This will not entail much 
expenditure. Theref<»re, tin* urgumeiits of those hon’ble members who 
oppose th(* amendiiKoit on the ground of are not tenable. 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAINp Khan Bahadur: Sir, in order 

to H<dve the prohleiii, I sho\ild like to .sugge.sl the addition of one 
woni, namely, the wonl “cyidostileil" — that is, after the word 
‘‘printed" the words "or cyclostiled" ma\ h«‘ added. If in a poor 
municipality a suffic ient number of men want {-opies of the electoral 
roll, it can he cyclostiled, as printing may be too costl\. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uestiofi i.H that after clause 19 (4) a new 
clause {5) be added, iminely : — 

“(d) 'rile preliniinar\ and final electoral mlK sliall be printed and 
be made available for purchusi* by any citizen at a 
reasonable pnc.^* to be fixed by the commissioners at a 
meeting." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that rluuse 19, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


( Imtse 


Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 20 stand part of 
the Bill. 
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IlMlIvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH moved that in >lmi»e 20 (/) betoro 
ijiiuse (h) the following W innortcKi. namely: — 

is a female; or”. 

He spoke in Bimgali, tlie Knglish traii^ilation of which is aa 
follows ; — 

”Mr. Preniilent, the objec tion which may be taken to this amend- 
meut of mine i.n that there is a s'etion of pt>t>ple who would like to 
grant equal political rights and prixileges to laith men ntid women. 
But 1 believe that the tuajoritv of janiple in the country have still 
their doubts about the Houndiiesw of the above attitude. So far as 
Moslems are concerned, they an* not yet prepared to welcome the 
innovation winch would enable w'onien to work side by side with 
men a** municipal (oiiimiAMiotiers. The Hindu view inuy be gathered 
by glancing at the motions numbered 2H4. 2S6 and ?H7. 

I hope the llon'ble Minister as also my friends will kindly accept 
my amendment.” 

tabu KISNORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I heg to move 
that before clauHc {!) {h) the following b‘ iiiHerteil. namely: — 

IS a female under thirty yearn of age; or”, 

Mv idea HI mnxing tliis amendineiit is that amongAt the Muham- 
nunlan community tin* purthtft Avstioii prevails, and w<»men of tender 
age may not like to < ome forwuid to stand a.M eandidates. So I want 
to raise the age-hnnt in the case of women to thirty, with the idea 
that women of u mor* advanced age mii> perhaps be fortbcoming 
to (ontest elections. It is simply to meet the ease of the Muliaiii- 
iiiadan eommuiiity that 1 move this amendment, but I Mbotild like 
to make it clear that I do not want to press it, if it does not find 
favour with that (Community. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Sit, I beg to support the 
amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul llamid Sbab. Whatever may 
be said in sup(H>rt of women taking part in the municipal administra- 
tion of the country, as a matter of fact no females will be available in 
the iininicipahties fr» stand for elei'tioii as commissionerii. 1 

do not object to female frarithise in those mtiiiicipalities, but 1 do 
think that the lountry is not yet ripe for having female commissioners 
in mufasMttl municipalities, and 1 think that the matter should be recon- 
•iderrd by the House. 

Maulvi ABUL KAtEMs I support the amendment of MatiKi Abdul 
HaniMi Shah, and I have only to inform the House that unl/ss these 
words are added, I think al>out half a doien of the female voters of a 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[15th 


n 

ward will he able to aweep the polla. So far aa Muhainmadau females 
are foucerned, they wear horU>'>f( and nnhodv will be able to see who 
they are and half u dozen female voters will be able to vote as many 
times as they like. Therefore, 1 think that the words sujrgested by 
the mover should be added to the clause. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I oppose tlie amendment of Maulvi Abdul 
Humid Shah. It i.s rather too late in the day to think of not allowing 
women either to vote or to stand as (nndidates. As my friend 
Mr, X. K. Buhu knows very well, even in our Legislative Council under 
the new constitution we are allowing women to stand as candidates as 
recommended hy the Franchise Committee, and it is rather absurd and 
retrograde to say now tliat women shall not stand as candidates in the 
municipalities. My friend Mr. N. K. Ilasu thinks that we shall not 
get any woman to stand for election. I do not know, hut if there is any 
single one willing to stand, why should you ot)je< ty If there is none, 
there is no harm in having this provision. It ma> be that for one or 
tw(> years women ma> not come birward, but we are making law for a 
long time to c(»nie, and we d<» not know that we shall not get educated 
ladies to stand for elei’tion in the future. For these reasons I am 
opposed to these umeiidiiients. 

Btl»u 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir. I also beg 
to opiKisc the amendment. It is really very t urious that so lat»* in the 
day any member should rai.se his voice against enfranchisement of 
women. Having given the power of franchiNe, it would be illogical 
and absurd to withhold from them the natural seiiuence of this enfran- 
chisement, namely, the power to stand as can<lidat(‘s for ele('tion. So 
far as muftnutil areas are I'oneerned, all se< ti<»ns are moving up rapidly 
and women are taking jmrt in politiis us eariie.Htly as the males, and 

judging by the proie^tsioiis and meetings whi(h they attend it is 

afiparent that the pulsation of a new life is felt hy them. To deny 
lliem this right would be denying them what wi* ha%e (Teatcnl for them. 
It will be to our great di^'eredit and I tlunk this Council sliould not 
lend its support u> a proposal like this. \Vh<*n women «‘an be elected 
as inernlwrs td the L-ginlative Council, it w'ouhl be anomalous to debar 
them from standing as candidates in the municipal elections. The 
Hon’ble Minister was <'crtainl,\ moving with the time when he embodied 
this provision in this Hill. 

Tht Hoi)*blt Mr. BUOY RRA8AD SINGH ROY: It is a matter 
of relief to me to tiiul that there are more chivalnrus persons in this 

House than Mr. N. K. Hasu and that they have come to the rescue of 

the ladies. It is rather tt>o late in the liay, as was pointed out by 
speaker after speaker* to deny this right to women and I thought that 
after our discussion in the Sele<‘t (\niiiuittee. Mr. Basu would accept 
this principle in a chivalrous spirit. 
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Ktmm BilMtflir Mlliivi AZIZUL HAQUi: Ou a point of ordt^r, Sir. 
Li the Hon’hl" Minister entitled to refer to the proci'ediiijr?* of the 
Stlect Commit twJ' 

Tht Hon’lile Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: One of the 

principles by which the members of the S ‘let t Ctnnmittce Mere j^uitled 
was that they tried to antit ipute the impemlinir i on'‘titntiunal i hanges 
and to amend the Aet in a way so i\s to Ht in witli the new order of 
things. As mc know, female franthiNe i^ already aH^n!ed arul it is 
going to be widened very much. I tlare say in (wo or thn‘e years some 
of the seats in these beindies will be oernpi -d lotl by us. but b\ ladies 
under the new order of things Mhieb is roiiung on. Witli the^e word^, 
1 opjarse the uiiiendineut. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about Kishtrri Hahn's amendment No 

Tha Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: This one also 1 

oppose. My esteemed friend Habu Kisburi Mohan Cliaudhuri has a 
partiality for elderly people — a partiality which is ijuitc natural in Inin. 

I think, Sir, there is not imn h distinction betw«M*n tlie ag<*s of IL*l and dl, 
espM'ially in a ronutry likt* ours where people die b«*f«>re (he\ attain 
the age of o(>. Therefore, I Mould r»H|uest him to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

The motion <»f Maiilvi Abdul Haiiinl Shah was then put and a division 
taken with the following lesnlt. — 

AYEt. 

Khan, Khan tahatfur Mautvl Muauam All. 
Ray, RalKii AmulyaKhan. 

Ray, tahu NaRtnKra Narayan. 

Rant, Rahu Mtaanl. 

•hah, Mattlvi AMul Hanoi. 

I •slaiman, Mawlvi MuhammaA. 
j luhrawariy, Mr. M. t. 

NOES. 

Oan«ai«, Ra* Sahainr Itistl Kumar. 

Oh*M, Or, Amulya Raian. 

Cil«hr*»|, Mr. R, M. 

Ouha, RAhu RrafuitA Kunuir. 

Cuba, Mr. r. N. 

Ht mUr Aa n , Mr. A. 0. R. 

MatMiin, Maulvl MuhA m ma i . 

Khan, Maulvl Amlmut^Iainan. 

Khan, Maulvl TanHcuRAin. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaaw Rahman. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Mitiar, thA Nan'Mi ilr rettath Chunitr. 
Mlttra, Rahu tarat Ohamira. 

MAuHa, Khan Rahaaur MumuRaS AhAuk 
M Aaa a rlAA, Mr, •y i mAp r Atai . 
Muh h A R nAhaya, Rai lahlh tarat e ta RAra. 


Afiak NawahiaAa Khwaja MuhammaA, 
Khan RahaAur. 

Ali, Maulvl Naman. 

Rahth, Maulvl AyaA MsjIA. 

iauArtl, Rai RahaAur KAthah ChanAra. 

•lanAy, Mr. t. N. 

•ma, Mr. %. M. 

ekauAhuri, Rahu KivUarl Mahan. 
Rhautaurl, Mautvi AyaA Otman Ha»Aar. 
Ch AM ih ur f , Nap RAAi AhmaA. 

Oha mih ury, Maulvi AhAul Chani. 
OapRiRRAr, Matar-OaiiaraJ W. Y. 

EartRui, thA NAn’MA Niwah K. C. M,, 

Errm, Me. L. R. 
raMmita, Mautvl MuhamfiMA. 


RtAth, Mavivt Ahaih RAhim. 

RArmA, Ra« tahih fAnchAnAn. 

RAMI, Mr. NaranAra Kumar. 

0a«, Ral RAhaAur Kamim Kumar. 
Naruv, Khan RahaAur HauIvi Ailiul. 
Nu% Mr. A. K. FAJt-ul. 

Kmaam, Maulvl Ahut. 
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Mat, tabw tuh Lai. 

Naniy, Maliaraia trif Cliamira, af Katlia. 
toatar. 

HaiimMaaiifi, th« Han'Mt Mr. Kliwaja. 
riiilpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Poaaar, Hunuman PrataP. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ahaur. 

Rai Mahatai, MunliMlra Oah. 

Ray, tabu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawtfhury, tabu tatiah Chanbra. 
Raii, tha Han*bla Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Babu Harlbanta. 

Ray, Babu latyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. tailatwar tingh. 

Ray, Mr. tarai Kumar. 


Ray, tha Naa*Ma Mr. Bi|ay FraaM BtaBli. 
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Nam Chandra, 
taadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sahana, Babu tatya Kinkar. 


•arkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan, 
tan, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Oirit Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib AkMiay Kumar. 
Staplatan, Mr. N. t. 

Tawnand, Mr. H. F. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. i. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H. R. 

Waodhaad, tha Han'bfa Mr. J. A. 


The Ay., beiiiff 14 aii.l th. Ncm*. r,S. (he motion was lost. 

The iiifitmii of Hahn Kishori Mohan f’haudhnri was, bv leave of tho 
withdrawn. 


AdJouraniMt. 

The rounoil was then adjourne.! til] ;i p.m., „„ Tuesday, the 16th 
Antrust, l!».‘lt;. at the Council Hou.se, Calcutta. 
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Aibceediiifs of the Bengal Legiilalive Cooncil astembled under 
the provisions of the Government ci India Act* 

The CorxciL met in the Council Cliamher in the (’ouncil lUnm, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the l(>th Auirust. 1932. at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President ^the Hou lde Kaju Sir Manmaui^ Nahi Kay 
CHA ri>nrRi, KT., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’hle Meinhers of 
the Kxecutive C(»uncil, the three Ifon’hle Ministers and 110 uominiited 
and elected meiul)ers. 


Oath or affirmation. 


The following inemher made an oath of his ulle^riunce to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. J. I). V. Hod^e. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Theft of elothee of prisoners in the Dum Dum Ipeelal 4aiL 

*70;. Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the llon'hle 
Member in cbar>re of the Political (Jails) Department l»e pIea4M»d to 
state whether it i** a fa<'t that the clothes of aliout 20(1 prisoners werf^ 
stolen from the Ihim Dum additiiuiiul sjNrciul 

(h) Did the (fOTerninenl take any steps — 

(i) to replace the stcden clothes of the prisoners; and 
(fV) to offer <*omj>eiisation for the same!' 

(c) If the answer to ih) (iti is in the affirmative, will the ilon'hlr 
Member be please*! to state what was the amount of compensation 
offered!* 

(</) ,lf no compensation was offere*!, m-ill the Hon’ble Memlier hr 
pleased to state what was the reason therefor f 
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MEMBER in diarge of POLITICAL (MILS) DEPARTMENT (tht 
HOfPblO Sir Provash Chunilar Mitter): (a) Certain articles of clothing 
l>elon/?inj( to 50 prisoners were h>H(, 

(6) (i) No. 

(h) (ii) sunl (r) A sum of IN. G9-15 is l>eing paid to the owners as 
'Compensation for the loss. 

(d) Doch not arise. 


Pmala civil disobedience prisoners. 

*71. Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in chuige of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
utate 

(i) how many ladies have l)een c(»nvicled in Bengal, up to the pre- 
sent, in connectbm with the civil disobedience movement; 

(ti) how’ iiianv of them have l>e(‘n placed res[»e( tively under divi- 
sioiiK I, II and III; and 

(ill) what is the nature of the work which the female civil disobedi- 
ence prisoners of division 111 are reijuired to do? 

(6) Are the holy prisoners suj)jdie<l with sarees from the jail or are 
•they permitted to bring these from outside? 

(<') Has any complaint N'en made as regards the quality of the wear- 
ing cloth supplied to the female prisoners? 

(d) Is it a fac t that the female prinoners have been rudely treated ii 
Ihe Ilijli and the Presidency .fails ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the female civil disobedience prisoners in the 
Prfsi<lency Jail have Wen aH>uulted by male EurojMjan warders and 
bodily lifted and put into cells? 


Tht Hofi'bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: [a) n) GOO. 

(ii) On the 30th .Inly, llbTJ. theie were I in division I, 67 in divi- 
sion II and 143 in division III. 

(ill) Under Jail Cskie rules T75 and 964 they are required to do 
ordinary jail work, but as a rule they are employed on spinning. 

(6) Female prisoners in division 1 and those undergoing simple 
hnpriMinment are ]iermitt«d to wear surrcj supplied from outside. 
Other female prisoners wear jail 



im] QUKSTIOlilS. 75 

t (<f) No oomplaint lias been receiver! about the quality of the wear- 
ing cloth. 

(d) No ooinplaint has been ret eivetl b\ Government from any female 
prisoners about rude tn»atinent in the Hijli and the Presidency Jails. 

(e) No such <‘Oinjdaint has l>een receivtHl, nor have tiovernment any 
infonnation on the point. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will (h«* llon'bic Member 

be pleased to state if all romplainls by prisoners are fornurded to 
Government for informatioii h 


Tho Hoffble 8ir PR0VA8H OHUNDER MITTER: 1 should 

think so, at any rate all important complaints. 


Himgor-ftrikit by the civil ditobedienoe pritonert in the Rajtbahl end 
Mkbiipore deilt. 

*72. Mr. P. BANERdt: ia) Will the HonMde Memlnu in charffe 
of the Political (Jails) Department Im‘ pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there have l»een liuiijrei-strikes by the civil disolMuiienre pri» 
aoners in the Itajsliahi and .Midnnpore Jails dunni; the pericnl from 
March to June, llhTJ? 

(h) If so, what are the ii'axinHl^ 


The Hon*bie 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTERl Un itnlv me 

prisoner was on hunger-strike for six ila\N in the iiumth of .Mav. 
in Knjshahi (Vniral Jail and on paitial hiiiiK’er-strike from 'J'uh June 
to 20th July, 10*12. in Midiiuj*ore (Vntral Jail. 

(h) The member is referred to the reply ifiven t<i unstarred question 
No. 1 asked by Itabu Kishori Mohan (’hiiudhuri at this session. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the lion'lde Member W 
pleascnl to state if it is the same man who was on liunt^’cr-strike in the 
month of May in the Uaj.shahi (Vntral Jail and was on partial hun^er- 
etrike from 2^’»th June to 20th July in the Midna|Moe (Vntral Jaily 


Tbc.HoiPblt 8tr PROVA8H CNUNDiR MITTER: I should 
thick so. 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAtti: WUl the Hon’ble Member be 
pleawd to etate what partial hunprer-atrike meana.” 


The Hon'ble Bir PROVABH CHUNOER MITTER • It means that 
he di<1 not take ordinary IWl. I believe wliat he took was sugar, or 
water, or some sueii thing. 


PrinoHEMii, lalmia College, Calcutta. 

•73. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleasei! to state for how long 
has Mr. A. II. Harley, m.a.. Principal, Islainia (’ollege, Calcutta, been 
granted leave? 

(h) W’hat urraiigeinents have (tovernment made for the appointment 
of an oificiating Principal of the College during Mr. Harley’s absence? 

MINISTER in ohar^ of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (ttli 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nuimuddin) : (o) o montliH and 20 days. 

(h) Mr. .r. W. H<dine has l»een appointed to act as Principal in addi- 
tion to his duties as part-time Profevsor of English at the Islamia 
College. 


Mr. lYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when Mr. Harley left frir Kiiglarul? 


Tht Hon’bM Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: In Tune, perhaps. 

Mr. lYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: AVill the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state if he is (piite certain that Mr. Harley has taken 
leave for five months and !?<) days only, and not till January next? 

Tho Hon’blf Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: May W so. as hit 

leave imludes the vacation also. 

Mr. lYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minittor 
be pleased to state if he is aware that Mr. Holme is also Principal of 
another college, the La Martiiiiere Oillege? 


Tilt Hmi’blcMnKHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKER^ERs Does the Hon'hle Mminter 
cooiider it desirable tliat a part-time Principal should preside over the 
lalamia Collejfe, Calcutta ? 

The Mr. KNWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: An officiating 

appointment was duly made but unfortunately that officer hud to go on 
medical leave at short notice, so we had no i>ther option hut to appoint 
Mr. Holme as the best man available. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: IWs the HoiCble Minister 
mean to say that tliere was no educational offiier under the (loxcrniuent 
of Bt*ngal ( ompetent to at t as PniK ipal of tlu* iHlamia ('ollcgey 

Th0 Hon'blo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: He wim ap|>ointed 
because he was a suitable officer ami aUtt on tM onomic ground**. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Is the Hon bh Minister 
prepared to admit that the prestige of the Islam ia (\)llege will be 
maintained if u part-time Principal is placed at the head of that 
institution K 

Tiw HoiPble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: He is theic onh for 
a short time. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Ministi’r b«* pleased to state if theie is un\ pre»‘edent foi aiipointing 
a Principal (d a private coll(*ge to take «liarj;i‘ ot a principal s duties in 
any (io\ernment (idlegc)' 

Th# Hfm’bit Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. we have done 
this before. 

Ktm Bibadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hotrble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state bow uiaiiy hours a day Mr. Holme is able to 
devote to his work at the Islamia (’idlegej* 

Tbt Hofl’bit Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

KIM Babatfur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN t Will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state if be considers that the ap|wiintment of one 
professor in charge of two colleges leads to efficiencvj^ 

Tllt'H««*blt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of 

i^inioo. 



76 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th Ahg.^ 


Mr. SYAMAPROiAD MOOKERJEE8 Is the Hon’ble Minister 
Aware that under the rniversity Regulations any change in the staff of 
a college nhould Iw^ reported to the Universitj'? 

Tha Hofi*bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 

aware that no such report was made to the University by Government 
in this (use? 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware; 1 

want notice. 

MlUivi SYED MA4ID BAKSH: Will the Huirble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whetlu^r Mr. Holme is a part-time professor of English 
in the La Mortiniere!^ 

Thf Hoifblf Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. SYAMAPR06AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Mi. Holme is a retired (fovernnient servant 
drawing pension 

Thf Hon’blf Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 


Rfduction in Prowinoial oxpfmliturf. 

*74. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERilEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance IVp.irtment 1 k» pleaseil to state 
whether, ajKirt from the apjiointment of the Bengal Rc'trenchment 
Committee, Government have taken any other steps to effect sulietantial 
rediK'titui in provincial ex|H'nditurt'? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l>e pleased to state what are such stejis}' 

MEMBER in chargf of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (thf HfiPblf 
Mr. J. A. WooBhffd): (o) Yes. 

(h) A I'eference is invit4Ml to the memorandum regarding retrench- 
ment which was circulated to members of this House hy my predeeettsor 
on the 21st September of last year. The talde attached to that memo- 
randum has been corrected up to the current year’s budget, and copief 
have lMH*n idm^ed on the libniiy’ table for the information of membm. 
It will l»e seen therefnftm that Government have, since 1S130, been con- 
tinuously endeavouring to reduce provincial expenditure. la thf 
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cupfwit year, apart from the ecoiionuefi made in the bodfcet, Oorem- 
moat have, both before and aince the appointment of the Retrenchment 
Committee, continued to examine the poeaibility of further economies: 
they propose however to await the ('ommitteeV prt)}ioKnl» liefore making 
any statement as to what more can be eflfect4*d. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJCE: Is the Honlde Member now 
in a position to slate whether the t|ueMti<m of reduction in provincial 
cabinet will be considered by Government y 


Tht Hon'hls Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAD: Mv reply is the same as^ 

Wfure, 


Diprovifioiaiiiatkm of C owo rnmot U aoliooli and ooHogos. 

*7S. Mr. 8YAMARR08A0 MOOKERdEE: (a) Will the llon ble 
Minister in eharjre of the Fdumtion Dejairtment la* pleuswl state 
what steps, if any. have Ikmmi taken by the Government to examine the 
(juestitin of de|*rovin< ialijtati(»n of Goveriiraont schools and colleffcsl' 

(h) Is it intended to jjive imnuHliate eff^K*! to any sueh selnoiie in 
any shnjie or fonn ? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: (a) 'Hn* cj nest ion was 
discussed at a «oni<renee convened by the Minister in May lust. 

{h) The matter is still under eoiishleration. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Is the ll.uFble Minister 
aw'are that he j;a\e an assurariee almost an iindertakinjf . that a eon- 
ferenee to eoii'^ider tin* «lepr»»vin<*ijili 7 .ati<ni »»f <(die|;(<s will be held in 
July?* May I a^k July of whuh \eui?' 

TIm Hofi'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN ; The ton fere lire will 
Im* held but m»t in July; a little later on. 

Murthidibacl-Oarloilifig Rood in North iengil. 

*78. Mahmoia dACAOI8H NATH RAY, of Dinalpors to) Will 
the Ilcm’lile Minister in ehurjre the id S<df-G<»vernment IVjmrt* 
men! b<» jdeas4Hi to state whether the MurshidabmbDiirjmdinjQr IGswl in 
Xurib Bengal has l>een ae<t*{)4ed ns one re<}uinrig urgent ini|>rovemenl» 
under the Road IK'velojurieut Scheme?' 

(6) If so — 

(i) when will the inijiroveinent work W taken; and 

(ti) what ateps have been taken to expedite the itnme$* 
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(c) If thin road haB not been included in tbe list of reads under 
rtber Hoad I>evelo[>meni Sehemef are the Government considering the 
necessity and utility of developing it? 


MINISTER in oharge of LOCAL $ELf4:0VERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. Bijoy Pniaii Singh Roy): Of) No decision 

Las yet been rcMiched. 

(6) not arise. 

(r) Various alternative alignments for the North-Bengal highway 
were suggested at a conference held in Darjeeling in June, 1931. The 
.oiwni<ms of local otticers cuIUhI for ujwn these have l>een received and 
will be considered at the next meeting of the Hoad Board. 


Khtn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased t(» state whether as regurd.s alignment the opinion 
of tin* loc al bodies and district boards was tiik«‘n? 


Tht Hon*bia Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The district 

bemrds represent c*d at the confereiuMV 


Supply of Covammant publicationt to libraries. 

*77. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAi: Will tbe Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Kducation Ih'partmenl l)e pleased to state 
whethei^ the name of any library has been addtsl in the distribution 
list for the sujiply of (iovernment publications since the statement 
made in the ('ouncil on the subject in n'ply to unstarred question 
No, 181 of the •Jbth August, 1930? 


The H0ll*MM Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUDDIN; Yes, the Bansberia 
Public libniry, Hcx>ghly. 


MUNINDRA DES RAI MAHASAI: Will the Hon’ble Minbtor be 
ftleiieed to state whether tbe addition of one library in the distribution 
list for the supply of Government publications within two yearn is 
.enough for the whole prt»viiiee? 


Thi HoiPblo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Ym. 
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*78ii Mr* R. MAITIS (a) Is tbt* Htm'hie Member in obarge of 
tb© Political (Jails) Department aware — 

(t) that one Prodyot Eumar Bhattacharjya, a condemned prisoner 
in the Douglas murder c'ase, haa been placed in ditrieiaii 
III ; and 

(it) that he is kept confined day and night in one of the cells of 
the Midna))ore (Vnlnil JuilJ* 

(h) Ih it a fact that an application made h\ the pleader on his Itehalf 
fora higher division has U'cn rejecUnl by the Additional IHstrict Magis- 
trate td Midnaj>r>rcy 

(r) Is it a fui't that PrtMlytdV mother has sent in a jiotitioti t4» the 
Goveniment for placing lier non in a higher division? 

(t/) Will the Hon’ble Member W {ileaH<*d to state what stejis the 
Goveniment have taken in tln' matter? 

The Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (a) (i) and (ir) 

The case ludiig goveniwl l»v nile« 9T3 and tU4 of the Jail Gode, no 
question of ilaesification arises. Rule 973 presorilaM* eonhnement in 
a cell. 

(h) and (c) As there is no question of classihcaiton and as rule! 
973, 974 and 9H1 of the Jail ('ode upjily, the ]i©tition had to bo rojectod. 

{fl ) Does not arise. 

Sunity Chmftnihury, a oofiviot In tlm StmTiftt nuirStr otae. 

*79* Mr. R. MAITI* (a) Will the IIon*ble Moinlier in charge of 
the Political (falls) Di^partmaiit lie pl^aod to state whether it is a 
fact that Snnity ('howdhury, a life lady convict in the SUnens murder 
case, at present lodged in the Midnaporo Central Jail, was recoin* 
mended by the trial court to lie placed in division II after conviction? 

(h) Is it a fact that she has lieen ordered to lie placed in division 
III under f iovernment order No. 2290P.J., daUn) the 22nd April, 
1932, without assigning any reasons therefor? 

tc) If the ansaer to (h) is in the affirmative, what are the reasona 
for placing her in a lower division? 

{d) Is it a fact that she baa boeri gradually losing bar weight? 

(a) If so, what steps do tbe Oovernmeiit propose takiag egaiiist tb# 
4et#iimtioii of b«r beellb? 
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(/) Are the Government consideringr the desirability of placing* her 
in division 11 in view of her present state of health, tender age and 
status in life? 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; (a) No. 

(fj) and (r) Yes. Ah to the reasons the member is referred to the 
answer given to a similar question No. 32 (starred) asked by Mr. P. 
Banerji. 

(</) and (r) Her w'eight on admission to Jail as a convict was 96 
lbs. and since 20(h Marc h, 1932, it has remained constantly at 105 lbs. 
In addition to the regular diet she is given extra milk J seer and sugar 
) chatak daily. 

(/) No. 

Exofbitant rate of interest prevailing in Bengal. 

*80. Maufvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charges of the Judicial Dcqsirtmcuit l)e pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment intcMid to take <*arly Mtc»ps witli a view to gi\ing relief to the 
agriculturists agiiinst the exorbitant rate of interest prevailing in the 
province? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. R. N. Reid): The whede (|uestion ol usunous rat«*s of interest is 
still under the consideration of Govern meat and no conc lusion has yet 
been reached, 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that I have* inlroduc‘ed a Usurious Loan Hill for the protection of 
tenants; if so, will he be pleasiMl to tell me whether it lias received the 
sanction of the Government of India? 

The Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: If the sanc ti m of the Government 
of India has l>een riH'eived, the hon'ble member must lie aware of it. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state how long the matter is under consideration? 

Tbi Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: I want notic*e. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state how long it will take to come to a conclusion? 

The HciPbla Mr. R. N. REID: I am not able to answer that 
question. 



QUESTIOirS. 


n 


ite.] 

MM AMULYAOHAN RAY: U the Uon'ble Member awme that 

pecuniary condition of tlie ajfriculturijitji of Bengal is the wont 
poeaibleP 

Tilt HoA'iilt Mr. R. N. REID: 1 am a w are that the pt^cuniary 
condition of the agriculturists of Iteugal is had. 

Mltflvi EYED MAdID BAKSH: Is the Hon* hie Member aware 
that already two Bills have been introductMl by private members a'hich 
could not W discussed for want of tiine.*^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That ijuestiou «bH»s not arise. 

MiUlvi EYED MAdlD BAKEH: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleaaeti to set* that tiofi-odi( ini rncinlHTs be given the proper tum* to 
enable them to disruss those HilKy' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 <io nut allow that question. 

Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Will the Honble 

Member Ih* pleas<*«l to su\ ulu*t!n‘i, apart frmu tin* question of usurious 
ratt*s of interest, an\ proposals tor the liquulatioii of agri< ultunsts* 
debts b> a(lju*<tineiit is under eoiisideiation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That dcx’s nut arise. 


3-16 p in. 

DiM of prtioneri in the Khulna dill. 

*81. Babu SUK LAL NAG: (ai Will the llon bb* MemWr m 
obarge of the Btditiral < Jails i Dt^fsirtinent Iss pleiiAt«d to state who, 
according to the Jail (’ode. is n*#*[K»iisiliIo for the diet of criminal 
prisoners y 

(6) Was the Sujs*rinteiideni present at any raeul time in the Khulna 
Jail, on any day diinng January and Febiuurv, 1932 y 

(c) Is it a fact that several f omplaints were* made to the 8upr‘rinten- 
deui of the Jail regarding the food providtNl to the jirisoncrsy 

(d) If so, what action, if any, was taken by the Su|jeriiit«tident in 
tho matter? 

Tho Hon’Wo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: oi) Under 
Jail Code rule 2.69 the Jailor is primarily responsihle, but under rules 
90. 650' and lOfvt of the Uwle the Su[*erii»teiai|ent is ultimately resjion- 
•Ibla for the diet of prisoners. 
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(h) The Superintendent examined the food eveiy day after it was 
eooked., 

(c) Ordinary firisoners never complained, but civil disobedience 
prisoners used to make frivolous complaints. 

(d) No actiim was taken as it was not considered necessary. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the complaints are frivolous acc'ording to him 
or according to flie Superintendent.*^ 

Tha Hon^ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: According to 
the materials conveyed to (lovernment through the Superintendent. 

Honorary woman Magiatrataa for Juvenile Courte. 

*S2. Mr« 8. M. BOSE: (o) Is the iloirhlc Mcm1>er in charge of 
the Judicial Department aware of a motion moved on the 21st March, 
19d2, during tin* Imdget debate railing att«»ntion to the necessity for 
appointing honornrv women Magistrates fui juvenile courts?^ 

(h) Do the (foverninent contemplate npj>ointing women honorary 
Magistnites y 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the afl[irmnti\e, when is the scheme 
likely to Ik* intr<Klue<sD' 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: [a) Yes 

(h) The matter is under eonsideratiim. 

(c) Until (iovernmeut have come to a decision, the question of the 
introduction of a scheme does not arise. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: With reference to answer (c), will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when Government expect to come to a final 
deiusioii on tlu* mutter P 

The HoiPM Mr. R. N. REID: I (unnot give a definite date but I 
think the order will he passed s<Mm. 

OIBafMm of British domioilo ilroiving Indlafi psnsion. 

*88. Mr. 8. M. BOSEl Will the Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the 
Finance I)e}>artment l>e pleamHl to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that a person of Brittah domicile residing 
in England, drawing nn Indian pension in England thitmi^ 
an agent, is requited under the Civil Service Begnlatioiui to 
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get hin jieuision tnuisferred to aii Indian treuisury in cwte hn 
visits India fur three months during the cold weather; and 
(ti) whether, under the said Ilegulations, a perstvn is bound to 
reside in England us long ttxS he is drawing Indian pimsion 
at the Home treasurv tlmmgh an agents 


ThO Hon’bia Mr. d. A. WOODHEADt (i) and (it) No. 


Chittagong inoiclanti. 

*84. Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERdEEs U the Hmrido 

Member in charge (»f the Political l)e|mrtment nwart* that during Iho 
last session of the Hengjil I/egislative (’ounoil on the IlOth March, 111(12. 
the ITon’ble Mr. W. 1). ll. Prentice gave the following answer to a 
supfdemeritury ciuesticm in connectiuii with the incidents that haju^ened 
at ('hittugcuig last year — 

“Government hojuMl to Ut able to make a statement Insfore the end 
uf the session , but owing to the eoiiydexity of the matter 
and the ncs'c^Hsitv fc»r ccmsultation with the (lovernment of 
India this ha.s nut l«H»n found |iossible“ K 

( h) Will the lloiridc* McmilnT he pleascsl to stale whether th«' Gov- 
ernment of India ha\<* Iwen (‘ousuIUhI on the suhjec’t ; if so, with what 
results? 

\r) When will the pmpoM-d stiitemc'Ut he made hv (tovenimeni ? 

MEMEER in ofiirgt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho HofPMo 
Mr. R. N« Roid): (a) Yes 

ih) The Genemmeut of India have hiM»n eonsnlted. 

tc) In ihc^ current s(*ssion. 

Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERdEE: Will the llon hle MemW 
be pleased to state whether it is a fac t that the novernnienl of Indio 
diwipprove of the attitude taken iif» l»y the Government of Ilengal on tho 
report of the Official Inquiry Committee? 

Tho Hon^hlo Mr. R. N. REIDs That is a question which I am 
unable to answer. 

Mr. EYAMAPROtAO MOOKERdEE: Will the llou'hle Member 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to lay on the table tbs 
oorrespondeoce that has pasml l»etwi»en the Govenirnent of India and 
the Government of Bengal on the suhje<*t? 


Tho tfon^hli Mr. R. N. REIOs No. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: WiU the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the points on which consultation had taken place 
between the Government of India and the Government of Bengal? 

Tilt Hofi’Mt Mr. R. N. REID: No, 1 am unable to answer that 
qucMstion. I shall, however, make a statement on the subject. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRO0AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state in what fonii the statement is proposed to be made? 

Tht Hoil’bli Mr. R. N. REID: You will hear when the statement 
is made. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERtlEE: Will the llon ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the miunbers of ttiis House will have an 
opportunity of discussing (his statement? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think the llon’hle Member ean answer 
that question. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE: I ^^ant to know whether it 
will be made in such a form as will enable the members to discuss it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That matter rots with lla* Diair. You cannot 
discuss that statement unless 1 allow \<ju to do so. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the lion ble 
Member be pb'ased to state whether it is tlu* intention of (fovernment 

make this statement in tunc for us to rais(‘ any »liscussion on the 
auhject ? Will it he made on the last day of the session? 

Tilt Hon'blf Mr. R. N. REID: Xo 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(nnawert to which were laid on the table) 

Assault in tha HiJIi dail on 27th April, 1832. 

38. Dr. NARi8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Metulter in charge of the I’olitieal (Jails) Department he pleaaed to 
•Ute whether it is a fart Umt on the 2Tth April last Sures Chandra 
De. Kagendru Nath (ihosh, Mody, and Natondra Nath Das, prisoners 
in the Hijli Jail, were assaulted and abused by the Superintendent? 

{h) If so, under what circumstances were they assaulted? 

(c) Is it a fact that the assault was made in the presence of the 
Inspector-Oeneml of Prisons? 

Ths Hini’Ms 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERt (a) No. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Appointinitits in Mttfiotl Colifgt. 

n. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the IIoD’ble 
Minister iu charge of the Lmal Self-Cioverniiieiit IK'^parftuent be pleased 
to state what were the rennons which leil to the recent appointments in 
place of retirements and transfers in the Medical Department, sjanially 
in the Medical College? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state why these 
▼araucies could not have been fille<! «p by the appointment of Honorary 
I^‘turer* as is done in the Carmichael Metlicnl College? 

(c) Is it a fiict that, most of the Medical f'ollege Assistant Surgeon 
staff are kept busy f4)r private practice and I^iboratory practice? 

Will the Hon’hle Minister l»e pleased to state the maximum 
tenure of a jxjst of an Assintant Surgeon in the Calcutta Medical 
College?' 

ie) Will the Hon’hle Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a list 
of Assintunf Surgeons in the tliffeient departments, with the date of 
their appointments in thev* <icpartnients?' 

t/i Is the Hofi’hle Minister aware that on the (’ontineni almost all 
the hospital staO ar4* hoimraiy? 

(/;) If the answer to (/> is in the ntlirinative, is the Hon’ble Mifiisiar 
consiilering tfie dc-'inihility 4*f applying in the present Hnancial 4 risea 
the same prim iple in tlie ('ahuitta Me4lical (ollege ditpurtmetiUf 
Hos|>ituls an4l partially in the Ciillege 4lepartiiientM? 


Tht Hofi'blf Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The neres. 

ait> for 4urrying on the work id the depart iiieiit. 

\h) Of these pfwts it is only as regunls the prtifessorships of Patho- 
logy and of l*h\sioh»gy that the 4|ii<v4lioii 4»f apjaunting lloioirury 
liCcturers riuihl have arisen aiul there the work iiivolve4| U lM*y4U)<l th© 
W’OfM* i*i Hoiiorarx He* turern; ii takei, .'i or ti lomfs dail\ arul it invrdvei 
res|Minsibiht \ t4ir the use ami rare of a great deal of vuluulile (ioverii- 
mcnt projwrty. 

in No. 

{d) There is no fixed rule. 

(e) A list is laid on the table. 

(/) No. Ill Medical Colleges on the Continent almost al) the senior 
permanent staff are paid. 

(p) Does not arise. 
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Lut referred to in ike reply to clause (e) of unstarred question No. 37. 

CAIiCUTTA MkDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


Post. 


Name. 


Date of appointment. 


Additional Phyairian 

Additional Surgeon * . 

Fimt AMHistant Chemical Ex- 
aminer. 

Second Amiitant Chemical 
Examiiun*. 

Third AMMtani Chemical 
Examiner. 

Fourth Awiiiitant Chemical 
Examiner. 

AMietani Profowior of Anatomy 

Demonstrator, Anatorfiictd 
DofiartiiMiiit. 

DitU) 

Ditto 

DitUi 

Ditto 

Assistant Professor of Physio- 

logy* 

Demoftstrator, Physiologu*al 
Dejiartment. 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Dr. Pratulnati Oanguli 
Rai Dr. I’fHjndra Nath Hoy 
Choudhury Rahadur. 

Dr. Hem Chandra Chakrabar- 

ti. 

Dr. Krishna<ihan Hinha 

Dr. Jitendra Kumar Banerji 

Dr. Saehi Natli Chattorji 

Dr. Nagrmdra Nath Oiatterji 
Dr. Nilratan Hanerji 

Dr. Hatish Chandra Das 
Dr. Bipin Bihari Baaak 
Dr. Narayan Oiandra Mitra 
Dr. Sureah ('handra Kinha . . 
One vacant. 

Dr. Lai Mohan tdiiNod 

Dr. ('haruhrata Ray 

I >r. Hatya Oiaran »Sen 
Dr. Amiiiya Katan Chakra- 
barti. 


2dth August, 1931. 
I.'ith March, 1930. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

22nd June, 1917. 

3rti August, 1917. 

5th I><v*eml>er, 1921, 
Ut July, 1921. 

4th January. 1924. 
2nd April. 1930. 

1st Aiinl, 1932, 

16th Augtist, 1917. 

2eth July, 1919. 

1st March. 1925. 


Ditto 

Aasistant PrtihsMor of Biology 

DemonsiraUir. BiolognaJ 
Dejiartmont. 

DitUi 

Assistant Bactenologist and 
Assistant IVnfessor of Patho- 
log}*. 

DeroonstraUir, Pathological 
and Bact«'riulogical Dc|>art- 
nMMit. 

Ditto 

Besident Surgeon, Minliral 
OoUege Hospital. 

Rasidani Physician, MtHhcal 
College Hos(}ildU 

House Hurgeon, Surgfeal Out- 
door Department. 

House Hurgeon, Ward of Pro- 
fefSKur of Hurgerv. 

House Hurgeon, Ward of Pro- 
fessor of tiimeal Hurgerj’. 

Heaideint Mcslical Cmh'er, 
flye Uos]dtai. 

Registrar atui Refraction 
Assistant. 

House Hurgeon, tUieti Uueiatal 

House Phi-siciaii. Fifft Pn^i'et- 
etan*s Want. 

House Phmisn, Seoand Pby- 
skdan's Wani. 


Dr. A. K. M. Al^lul Waliwl. . 
One VHi’Hiit. 

Dr. ,Sailcsu'ur Mukharji 
Natiajihan Banerji 

Dr Nnpinidra Nath Mukharji 
Dr. Jog***!! C'liandra Mukharji 


Ilr. Dhniba Mohan Chatterji 


Dr. Surcsli ('handra Cliundra 

Dne vai'atit 

Dr. Lai Gojad Banerji 

Prafulla Hanjan Das-Gupta 

Dr. Anath Bandhu Banerji 

Dr. Mahbubul Ameeii 

Dr. Hubodh (Tiandra Gupta 

Dr. Maiisural Rahman 

Dr. Heinaiita Kumar India. 

Dr. Hiethir (Tiandra Boei' . . 
Dr. Nawab Ah 

Dr. IhmnuMla Haukar Bhatta- 
chevit. 


24th June. 1932. 

7th July, 1917. 
r>th S<‘pterid»er, 1918, 

24th NovcinU'r, 1921. 
29th July, 19341. 

1st SeptemU'r, 1928. 

16th Gctolier, 1939. 
23nl Iks’imiljer, 1931. 
21st May. 1932. 

31st Jaiuiaiy. 1931. 
22iul November, 1930. 
25th Decomlier, 1931. 
14th December, 1931. 

1st Mav. 1931. 
l.Mh July, 1931- 

21 st Apra, 1931 . 



ii»> 

Pow. 

Hooie Ph\iuci«n« Outiioor 
llBdUcal DofMUtxnwit. 

Flni* Mouw Ophthal* 

mie Ward. 

S«coiKi Hou«e Surgeon. Oph- 
tbftlnrkic Ward. 

Regiitrmr of Medicai C«aMi 

Ikgiilnu' of SurgicjJ Cumw . . 

Ke^imr of Obstetric*! 
C*M«. 

En»ergericy OflfW'er 
Ditto 

Clmic*! PatfiologMt 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Domonitretor of PutctK*! 
l*b*nn*cy. Senior. 

Demoiuitnitor of 
Ph«rm«ry, Junior. 


QrKSTIONS. 


Name. 

Dr. Md. Abdur Hsdinum 

Dr. Md. Kefikiutkh 

Dr. l*rabh*t K. Biswiui 

Dr. AuAnUk Molian Datt* 

Dr. Durgapcida (Jlwiah 
Dr. HsKtha liaiuait Hoy 

Dr. Batuk* Ab Ahnuul 
Dr. Sukuinar Hiiattat'herji . . 
Dr. llMimuiwwla Tribedi 
Dr. Iliran Kumar l>atta 
Dr. Jatnini HhtuiMsn Itanerji 
Dr. Pulm H. Hhattarherji 

l>r. J, M. .Muk!M»rji 


Date of appointmimt. 

.. »th Juae, 1032. 

1st July. 1931. 

19th August, 1931. 

12th June. 1939. 

17t)i January'. 192H. 

1st May. 1931. 

24th Januarv'. 1932. 

3ol April, 1932. 

4th May. 1937. 

Ittth tWtolier. 1939. 

1st SiyUondjer, 1939. 
13th July, 1932. 

24th June, 1932. 


CaRMU MAKL HOSPITilL FOR TROPICJIL 1)18KA8K.4. 


Medical lU^gistrar 
Jiouae PhysM-tan 
Ditto 


Dr. Manindra N. klullick 9th June, 1932. 
Dr. Salil Nath Bhattacherji 27th July. 1926. 
Dr. Babiiuira Nath Clusudhury 9th June. 1932. 


Etetrooartfiographlo Examifiatiofi in CakMitti Mtdieal OolItgE. 

38. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: {a) With roftreuce to 
the feply tn uiitturmi ({uestioti No. 1(19 nt the Council rneoting;’ 

held on the ‘list Man li last, will the HoiChle Minister in churKO of the 
litKal Stdf t iovernnient Department he pleatted to stulo whether u new 
department for the eleetrorardiojLrrapliie e.taininatioti of the heart haa 
n<»w been i>|M*ned in the Medical ('olleg^? 

{h) If Ht), who is froing' to lie in < hiirg^e of tlie new* departimmt J' 

(c) Is the g:etitlemun proposed to lie put iii idiurife of the depurtmeiit 
a speciuli.Ht in the suhjet t?' 

{d) If not, will the llon'hle Minister In* pleased to slate whether 
there is any »j»ecialist whose servi<es may he availiihle for the i>ost P 
(e) Is it a fa<'l that a specialist has offered his services honorary, 
for the work? 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Minister W pleased to state whether it is in 
the t'onteniplalion of (roverninent to avail themiadves of this offer? 

Tilt Htffi’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD StNCH ROY; tm No. 

-(h), (r) and (d) These questions do not arise. 

(e) No. 

(/) This does not arise. 
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Motor Vehicles Tax Department. 

30. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in rliarge of the I^ocal Self-Government Department he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many new appointments (excluding clerks and peons) have 
been made in connection with realisation of the new' motor 
vehicles taxes in Calcutta; 

(it) how' many of them are Europeans (including Anglo-Indians); 
and 

(Hi) how’ niuny of them aii* Indians? 

The Hon*blc Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (I) Three. 

(it) Three. 

(m) None. 

BlbU SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why no Indians were npi><>inted? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Eighteen officers 
were appointed; 15 of them were Indians ami 3 non-Indians. 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state, with refer(*iice to answ«*r (///>, why no Tmliun was 
appointed? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The answer I 
have given is in reply to the <|uesti(»n pul by the member. 


Surgeon of Mitford Hoipital, Daoca^ 

40i Mtuivi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: in) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in <'hurge ot tlie Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state w hether it is a fact — 

(») that the surg»H»n of the Mitford H<»spital, Daf’ca, has to look 
after two wards; and 

(«) that the teachers of Anatomy and Physiology have no hospital 
work? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, are the Govalb- 
ment c'onaidering the desirability of transferring the surgical wards to 
their charge in addition to their present work? 
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rim HMfM Mr. ByOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) (•) and 

(iO Yef^, 

ib) No. Teachers of Anatomy and Phyaioloff>" liave no time for 
boipitai duties in addition to their teaching* work: it is not the practice, 
in other similar institutions, for such teachers to have charge of beds. 


Statament on tho incidonts it ChitUgong. 

ThO Hon*blO Mr. R. N. REID. Sir, according to the undertaking 
I gave in my reply to Mr, Syaiuaprosad Mookerjee's tjuestion, 1 rise to 
make a brief statement on the incidents at Chittagong in August- 
September. 19*31, and (lovernmetit’H (<onclusions thereon. Ooverninent 
have considered very carefully the report of the ('ommissiimer on those 
incidents and all other information avuilahle and have also heen in < liMie 
consultation with the (Jovernment of India on the suhjec't. The con- 
cluMon they have < (»mi* t(j is iliat, following on the intense f(‘t*ling 
aroused hy the murder of Khan Haluulur ^fIlulvi Ashanullah on the 30th 
August, 1031, coupled with the long caintinued strain to winch the ItM'ul 
officers had heeu **uhj<H‘(cd for a perioil of over 18 months, certain 
brca< hes of di^eijOiue were (‘ommitted and c ertain damage was d»>ne to 
private propert) w lu('h <‘annot Im* condoned. As a result of this, tlovern- 
meat have taken ^ultahlc dis( ijdinarv action against the oOicers at fault 
and I am authorinud to state that this action has the full ajiproval of the 
Government of India. Certain < laims for rompeiisation have ht‘cn put 
forward and are being dealt with on (heir merits. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, is it open to memhers of 
this Hou>m» to ask any (juestions on the statement made hv the ilon'hle 
Mr. Reid? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, I may ulh^w you tii put (jucstions provided 
they are relevant and a<imismhle and asked b»r further elucidation of 
any matter of fart of that statement. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the HofChle Memher U 
pleaiied to state what were the brearhea of dis<'ipline mentioned in the 
statement P 


Tilt HOfPMt Mr. R. N. REID: I have nothing further to add. 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR RASU: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleaned to atate what sort of disciplinary action has been taken af^inst 
the officers eoncerne'l? 

Th* Hon'Me Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot give any further informa- 
tion on that point. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Tf the llou’ble Member has 
made up his mind <o answer in this fashion, then it is useless for us to 
ask any ({uestions on the subject. AVill the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state what approximately is the extent of the damages done? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: T cannot state offhand the extent of 
the damage. 

Mr. IHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether (bivernment have dcn ided to take 
action under section 124 of the Government of India Ai t against any 
officer in c.onneition with the f’hittugong incidents? 

ThO Hon'blo Mr. R. N. REID. I ha\e already ^tate<l that suitable 
action will b<‘ taken under the ordinary rules ami I have nothing further 
to add. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble MemluT he pleased to ^tute the nature of action taken against 
the officers concerned.*' 


Tht Hon’blo Mr. R. N. REID: No, I cannot an>wei that question. 

Babil SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Will the 

Hon 'hie Metnher he pleased to state what .sort of action has been taken 
against each officer? 

Thi HOlPMo Mr. R. N. REID: Disciplinary action. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Does the Hon’ble Member 
want to Ih» facetious? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it will serve any useful purpoee 
to ask any more qui'stions on the siibje« t. as the Hon’lde Member is not 
willing to give more information on the subject. I think the time of 
the Council will, therefore, l»e more profitably spent if we get back to 
the Bengal Municipal Bill. WV null now take up amendment No. 285. 
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COVERNMENT BILL. 

[Tke discussion on the Beufral Municipal Bill, 1932, was then resumed.] 

Mlllivi SYED MAdID BAK8H. Sir, I he^ to move that before 
clause 20 (1) (6), the following be inserted, namely: — 

(a) is a public woman or a woman of ill-fame. 

Sir, yesterday this House passed an amendment allowing women to 
stand for election to municipalities. I desire to intrcMluce a very whole- 
some safeguard. Since all women will luHome voters, certain dis- 
crimination should be made and any tuie who is a public woman or a 
woman of ill-fame wo\ild be debarred fnnn standing as a candidate for 
election to the municipalities. (A \oirK: What is meant by a public 
woman?) One o{ my friends has asked what is the detinition of a 
woman of ill-fame as if ho does not know what it is. Such women are 
known to everybmly. In the eltH'toral rolls the person who prepares 
them may enter in the remarks column that such and such woim‘n are 
women of ill-fame. If such an entry is made against any person under 
the provisions relating to the electoral r(»Jl (hat person may file an 
objection and ( an get the entry caiicelhol and that w ill obviate difficulties 
which I think some of my frouids apprehend. In order to avoid them, 
I have proposed this aimmdment, and I hope it will be accepted by this 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 should like to have one distMission on this and 
the folhming motion. Maulvi Sahib, would you kindly move? 

Mailivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, 1 beg to move that after 
clause 20 (/) {g\, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(A) is dir(H‘tly or indinstly *(iiinerted with the (ariying on of 
immoral traffic of women’ 

This ( ouncil is alieadv committed t<» the priio’iplc of suppression of 
immoral traffic and this ainenduienl is 4|uife in tune with the intention 
of those who want to suppress immorality, as it will debar all [M^rsotin 
who carry on immoral traffic from standing as (uiididutes. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, although 1 am a staunidi 
advocate of female franchise, yet I feel no hesitation in supporting the 
motion moved by my friend, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. In the best 
iiiteresU of the country it is desirable to exclude these dregs and scums 
of society from having any voice in the elections. Generallv this class 
of electors are held as pawns in the hands of unsiTUpulnus f»er>ple who 
oxercise votes under their dire<'tions during the OmnciJ cdections. If a 
(Candidate wants to have the votes of this class of women, he has got to 
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pay a large sum for their entertainments. This is simply scandalous. 
The same thing would happen if they are given the right to vote in the 
municipal elections. It would not be a difficult thing to identify these 
women in the mvfasial in order to exclude them from the electoral roll. 
For the sake of purity in the elections, they should not be enfranchised 
under any circumstances. 

I also support Maulvi S'yed Majid Baksh’s amendment to dis- 
enfranchise those who directly or indirectly are connected with the 
carrying on of immoral traffic of women. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir. it seems to me that both 
the mover and the Ilai Mahusui are suffering from some delusion. It is 
not a question of the enfranchisement of these women. I do not think 
that at the present moment it is necessary to warn electors in municipal 
towns in Bengal not to elect public women us commissioners of a 
municipality. 1 do not think that a provisifui of this nature is at all 
re(|uircd and if you have a provision of that nature in the Act, it will 
he a gratuitous insult to the electors (*f these municipalities. 


3-‘IO p.in, 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: 1 rise to oppoM* hoih tlie amendments on this 

ground. Who is to decide who is a public uoinan, <»r a uornan of ill- 
fame K Who is to be the judged Are ,\ou goin^i to iodd an impiiry 
with the help of tlie Police, or will it be b\ a judg<‘!'’ U tliere going to 
be an appeal}' It is \erv easy to sa> that .scj-and-^a* i** a public woman, 
but it is a very serious charge to make, and tlier(*torc I oppose it. 

As rt'gurtls 28H, 1 beg to point out that if a person i> living upon the 
immoral traffic of women, he wouhi be convicted and tome under section 
(i of tht‘ ('abutta Immoral Traffic Act, and wouhi be liable to a 

sentence up to d years and so under section Ub. sub-section (J?), he 
would he ineligible. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Might 1 just say one word.^ 
I think it would he hc'tter if Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh in order to 
complete the cycle also moves another amendment that not only will 
these persons be excludcnl from these elections, hut bKo those men who 
frequent these houses. 

Tht Hoil’Mt Mr. BMOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYs I rise to expose 
both thes*' amendments. As pointed out hy Mr. Basu, I do not think it 
nectyisary to put in such a provision in the Bill, l>ecause it is r^lly an 
insult to the electors, as they would be specifically asked not to elect 
such women. It is presumed they have got sense enough not to do eoi 
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Ab regards 288, it is an offence which will involve “moral turpitude”, 
which is one of the disqualifications mentioned in clause 20. So I do 
not think this amendment is at all reasonable. 


MaulYi SYED MAJID BAK8H; The Act says that if anyone is 
convicted on an offence which involves moral turpitude, for a period of 
more than six months, then he is disqualified, and if it is less than six 
months, I do not know how he (an be qualified. 


Tha Hofi^hif Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot say 
anything about that. It is not necessary to insert this. It d(Hvs not 
matter whetlier it is six months or less; it involves moral turpitude. 

The un»tions of Maulvi Syed Majid Ilaksh were then put and lont. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in ( iaiiso 
20 (2), in liiM's 2 and ‘1. for the words “such offeme as in the opinion of 
the L(»<al (Tovernmenf involves moral turpitude” tlie fcdlowing he 
substituted, namely; 

“Offence under Chapters \I, \if, Xill, sections d.Vj to d77 (both Aol XL1 
inclusive) and (’bupters XVII, XVIII and XX (»f the Indian iViial 
Code.” 

The expression “m(»rul turpitude” has nowhere been defined and i» 
not capable of pre< ise definition. It sluMild n(»t be left to the liOi uI 
Government to d(*eide ubaf offence involves “moral turpitude”. The 
Iwst (MUirst* Mould be t(» eiiumeiate the (iffiMices that Mould b(* said t(> 
in%id\(* “iiioial turpitude”. 


Thf Hofi*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to opjxiso 
this amendment, be«ause it Mill not Im» piMsilde to enumerate all tho 
offences. A man mu> l>e guilty of a V€»ry serious offence, say of murder, 
but it may not iuv(»he moral turpitude. Murder does not come into 
the chapters which Rai Mahusai ho« quoted. On this ground, I oppose 
the amendment. 


JClMUi BMMMMr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the offences and what are tlM» 
setdtona which involve moral turpitude? 
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Mr* PRiitOENTs You have set him a very hard task. 
(Laughter.) 

The motion of Munindra Deh Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 (2), in lines 2 and 3, the words ‘'in the opinion of the Local 
Oovc»mmont” be omitte<l. In other words, the section would stand like 
this — 

“(2; If any person is or has been convieted by a CTimiual court of 
any such offence as involves moral turpitude and which carries with it a 
sentence of transportation or imprisonment for a period of more than 
six months such person shall not, unless the offence of which he was 
convicted has been pardo!H‘d, be eligible for ele( tion or app(»intment for 
five years from the date of the expiration ot the sentence,” 

To leave it to tlio opinion of the Ixm uI tiovcrniiient to determine whether 
an offence involves !m»ral turpitude seems to be not only urintH-essary 
but positively harmful. It meaim that a man may commit an offence 
involving moral turpitude, but .so long as (toveriiiiieut does not express 
such an opinioji, be cun go in. Aimther man under tlu‘ saim* circum- 
stances will Im* exclu«le<l simply because tin* (rovernment doiN not want 
him. Supposing a person has Insm e.\< Ivnied on this aci ount on the 
ground that it is an offeme whirh mvolxes moral turpitude, there is no 
way for him to estaldish whether there has been inpral turpitude; he 
cannot file an elcM’tion petition to establish that In* was not guilty of aiiy 
offence involving moral turpitude. On the rontrar\, if the word.s are 
excluded, the question <»f fu<'t <aii be de^ nled by a cimI court whether 
the offence has involv^l im^ral turpitude. 1 do not think that (tovem- 
ment should be very anxious to exercise this powei to dei hire that an 
offence in u particular case d(M*s involve moral turpitude. That will 
bave to be dw'idwl not merely on the opinion of the Oovernment, but 
upou tt consideration of the entire evnieiice in the case in which be was 
convicted. I <lo not see that Oovernment is in a position t«> waste so 
liiUi’h time on a mutter like this. On the <'ontrur\ this should lie a 
mutter for the persons who prepare the elect<>rttl roll, and wlio are 
responsible for revising it. 

Tin Mr. RMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 

oppi)se (his ameiulmetii. If this ameudiueut of Dr. Sen Gupta it 
aeceptml. it will lead to endless civil suits. Then* is no reason why ibe 
power should not In* left to the Gt>vemnient. The Ixm'oI (Jovem* 
went have no si»ft corner in their mind for a person guilty of offenoet 
involving moral turpitude. For the sake of speedy disposal of aueb 
objections, 1 think it would be better to leav^e such objections to the 
Loco] Goveroment, ihoa to the civil rourta. 

The motion of Dr. Nareeh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and lofL 
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Or. NARitH CHAMORA tEM CUPTAi Sir, I bvff to movo that 

8 ^, in elttUBe 20 (2), in lines 3 and 4, for the words ‘'whkdi tuiriee with it a 
mtence of” the words ”nnd has been seuteuc'ed to” be substituted. 

These words mean quite different thinf^s, There are offeni'es which 
carry with them .sentences of (runsportatioii or imprisonment for a 
period of more than six months, but tht»se offeiiees, in jMirticular cin^uni* 
:» 0 tances, may be of such a tcM'ltniral and li^ht (diararter as not to deserve 
any substantial punishment. In such cases mufristrates and judfres let 
off such culprits with light wMitences. There are cases of a very light 
and technical character; for instance, though the i^flfcm e of abduction is 
a very serious one and carries with it a severe sentence, there have l»eeu 
cases of ahdin tioii by fuirenls in which the trying magistrates have 
pas.sed very light sentences. 1 know of a caw» iii which the trying 
magistrate passed a sentence of impriHonment until the rising of the 
court. The mere fac t that that ofteiic'e curries with it a heavy sentence 
is wholly immatenal. The jMiint to consider in tins CMunuHtion is 
whether a suhstaiitial offence carries with it a snbstantial sentence, and 
I think that it will la* iiiu« h la*ttct to rely upon the actual sentence 
rather than u|H>n the opinion ex[»reHM*d hy the (toveiiinient with regard 
to the nature of the (»ffence If this provision is accefited, we will he 
acting upon the dc*<'isiou of the magistrate who heard the witnessc's and 
passed his senteiirc* ac cordiTigh . The mere fac t of convic tion, as 1 
have already naul. for an ofteric'e which curries with it a heavy sentenc*e 
is wholly meaningless, mid does not nec'essarily invcdve disparagement 
of the person who is convic ted. For this reason I move this amendment. 


Tht Hoffblt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, Dr Sen 

(lupta has cited a \er> weak case where it is iiierel\ a technical offence 
but the chances are that if Dr. Sen (iupta’s iimendmerit is accepted 
people guilty of offences involving moral turpitude, where there are no 
extenuating cm umstances, w ill c*sc afu* punishim'iit, rather they will 
have an advantage. For the suim* offence one magistrate passes a light 
aentence wdierc^as another magistrate may pass a wevere sentence, *So 
it is better that the law' should provide for laith these <'hs#*s. Moreover 
the wording has betm taken from the Calcutta Municipal Act, and I 
think it is working very well. So there can lie lui reason for accepting 
this amendment of Dr. Sen Dupta. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh ('haudra Sim (lupta was then put and a 
division demanded hut was not pressed. The motion was lost. 

MbmIvI BYIO MAdiO BAICBNi Sir, 1 lieg to move that in daitao 
20 (2), fn line 5, for tha word# ”aix months' * the words "one year" Ke 
Mhetiiuted. 


7 
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My amendment in a very modest one. I have considered very 
carefully the question that if we raise the period of six months to one 
year, it will l>e in conformity with the existing? provisions in the 
Council Manual. There is already a provision of this nature in the 
case c»f the Legislative Council. In my opinion, the Bengal Municipal 
Act should not Iw more rigorous in this respect. 

The Hofi’IHa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the amendment of Maulvi Majid Baksli. I see no reason why 
the law should he lenient to persons guilty of offences involving moral 
turpitudes 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and lost. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to move 
that after clause 20 { 2 ) the following he inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that, on application made liy a person dis((ualified under 
this suh-section, tlu' I>o<‘al (i(»veriiment may remove the dis(]ualiiicatiou 
hy an <»r<ler made in this behalf.” 

My proposal is that when there has hf‘en an olleme involving moral 
turpitude it would he within the power of (he Local (io\ernnient on an 
appli<;u(ion being inudo under this suh><‘lause to remove the disqualihca- 
lion hy an order in this behalf. 

Now, Sir, moral turpitude as has ht*en said by some of the speakers 
in connecliou with other amendments is an elastic term. What 
coustitutt's moral turpitude and wiiat the expre.^nion means There 
may he soim‘ offences whii h realh involve moral turpitude hut when all 
the facts are known they may he found to have extenuating circuin- 
stuiu'es and accordingly the\ should iu)t involve the consequences 
provided in the Hill. In sm h cases if a person is able to submit a full 
explanation of the i irt'iimslan<‘«*« under which he (onimitted the offem e 
in niitigation of the same I think he should not he debarred from 
approaching (Jovernment to remove his disqualification. This will leave 
adequate puw't*^' in the hands of (lovernment by sifting inquiry to find 
out the circumstame^. which take away from the gravity of the offence. 

We find in the Legislative Council Manual (page 1(>3^ section 5, 
rule 2, a similar case is contemplated hut (here also the Government 
have Imhmi investeil w ith the power of exculpating people found guilty of 
moral turpitude. If that is so in the <“use of the Legislative Council 
ehn'tions there is no reason why in tlu* case of municipal elections 
similar provisions should not be made and Government should not be 
authorisTHl to remove disqualification on an application being made. 
It will not take away the powers of Government, on the contrary it 
will give them additional and reserve powers. 1 think this is an 
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ittradment which the Government may accept without any dert^tion 

their authority and without any poasible harm to anybody. I requeai 
tile Hon*b)e Minister to accept this amendment. 

Tlie Hoffllln Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 am prepared 

to accept this amendiuent. 

The motion of Hahn Suti^th ('handra Hay ('howdhur\ wan then put 
and agr(H*d to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uestion i** that clause 2th as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put niitl uprtH*d to. 

(7ow«c 21. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ThoqucHtion is that clause 21 stand part of the 
Bill. 

4 p.m. 

Khvi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE : Sir, I he^r to inoM* that 
for clause 21 (2>, and ^*5l the followinjc he suhstituted, 

uam(d> : — 

"{2) Kvcry adult mule person being a British stibjei I or a subject 
of any State in liolui or Inong an alien hut exeiiipteil from 
the disahilities iniposeil hy the Bengal tAlien’s^ l)iw|uuli« 
tication Act, BUS, and living as an owner or onupier of a 
inuiti(‘ipal holding for a period of one year previous to an 
electnni shall he entitled to vote in an election of coiiimut* 
.sioneiii ill any niuiucipalitx 

Sir, so fur us female fruio liise is «-oiii eMMMl. I have no object ion to 
whatever <(ualification ma,\ be dtH'ideii upon. But 1 feel, Sir, that the 
time has come when we must make an experiment in what may Im' 
called a little progressive move in the matter of fraiicliiMe in the munici- 
palities. 1 think it IS well known b\ this tune that in the legislatura 
we are making a verv great extension so far as franchise is c om erned 
and I do not think that in Bengal we should lie satisfied at this stage 
with anything which tend«* to restnet the franchise, and I think, in 
view of the unanimous dimiand from all quarters, whether from the 
Congress side or from any other side, that there should he adult 
suffrage, adult male suffrage in municipalities is one which should he 
accented hy the House, liecause I feel that sooner or later we must 
have adult franchise in this Presidency at least so far as municipalities 
are concerned. The only difficulty is the fact that we have n»>t got at 
present an extensive franchise in the municipalities. The result of 
my proposal will be that the females will b<* qualified to vote by the 
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proTiMiouH which have been made in the Bill and every person who is 
«?er a certain a^e and who is not an alien and who is an owner or 
occupier of a municipal holding for a period of one year previous to an 
election shall he entitled to vote in an election of commissioners in any 
municipality. I have added the latter portion for the purpose of 
prevc'iiting a class of persons who come in just before the election. 
With these few word,** 1 move thi.s amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, 1 am in complete 
sympathy with Khan Buhadur Azizul Haque in his anxiety to introduce 
adult franchise in the municipalities, but what prevents me from giving 
my supjMirt to his amendment is the addition of the word “male” in 
the first line. It is surprising that the ilemocratic spirit of some of my 
friemls stops short when it comes to the other sex. I am for the demo- 
cratic principle of universal franchise throughout for males and females 
alike. There is no earthly reason why the females as such should l^e 
prevented fnun enjoying the privileges which tlie males as such enjoy. 
Because my friend has disfigured his amendment by this unjustifiable 
propoMitimi f»f discrimination l»etv\een male and female, 1 am not in 
favour of this amendment. (Khun Bahailur Muulvi Azizrt IlAurE : 
SupfKiMing the word “mule” is dropped.) Then why not accept my 
amendment No. But apart from that, the principle of adult 

suffrage has heen m> much on our lips in connection with the franchise 
for the legislatures that we shall be branding ourselves as hypocrites 
if We do not give our as.sent to the prim i pie of adult siiflFrage even in 
the case of local self-government. We shall be branded as hypocrites 
and persons whosi* opinions are not worth the slightest consideration. 
We have been pressing for adult franchise and democracy in connection 
with the Government of India and the provincial Government and I 
certainly think that it is up to us to stand up for adult suffrage in the 
local iKulies. 

TIm Hofl’blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
opjHwe this amendment. Khan Bahadur Axiinl Ifaque a« a member of 
the Indian Franchue (^unnuttee is naturally anxious to extend the 
franchise, hut I would ask him in all seriousness whether be is true to 
the rep<»rt to which he is one of the signatories. That report has clearly 
laid down that the time for adult franchise has not yet come and that 
there are practical difftculties. Nom\ we have got about three lakhs 
and odd ratepayers but only IW.(XH) odd voters. By one stroke of the 
pen we are going to extend the numl>er of electors at least by 10 to 15 
times because every ratepayer will In* a voter and any one who pays 
any fee or tax will lie a voter. Besides women will come under that 
eategory end will Im voters, so that the eieotorate is going to bt 
SBtended, os I said, by peibaps 10 to 15 times. In place of one lakb 
il will go up to 15 lakhs. Is it not a very sufficiesit extenotonF But 
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HkB amendmeiit of my friend the Khan Bahadur is certainly a counsel 
«l perfection, if I may uae that expresaion. It will l>e a very boM 
focperiment. But I think the ex[>eninent which we have already 
jarovided for is bold enou^li and I would retjueNt him not to commit this 
House to a more risky ex{>eriment at this stage. With these few words 
1 would oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul Ifaque was then put 
and lost. 

BMni KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir. Wforc 1 iiKtve my amend* 
ment I crave your leave to aineml niy motion deleting the a(»rd “tolln”. 

Tha Hofi'bM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir. may I 

point out that there in iii\ Htiieiidmeiit No. .*11^8 in which t 4 »lls are 
omitted y I think that ^lunild satiwfx the hon'lde nuner. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: With \our jiermiNMion. Sir, I 
beg leave to amend my motion ^lightly, luimelx . I want to delete the 
word “tolls ’ in the fifth line. 

Sir, 1 heg t<) move that alter elause the following shall be 

inserted, namely: — 

“w/n iia-' during the liiian<diil immediately preeediiig the 

\eai in whic h su< h election if* held, paid any sum in l'♦*sj(eet 
of the munuipal rates sjau ified in t lauM’s loK (h», ir), or 
(f/i of suh-seetion (/* of xeetioii 111 tir has paid in respect 
of munieijial fee«i and taxes lother than cart-registra- 
tion feesi fc»r siicdi financial year an aggregate amoniit not 
less than the sum pres«ril>ed hy the Ihm jiI (fovernmetit in 
this Udialf as a minimum for the iiiunic ipality. or*‘. 

Sir, in moving this amendment, iny ohjeet is t<* make the prcwedure 
of enlisting the names of voters more simplifiecl and also to get rid of 
diffieulties which are generally experienced in preparing the electoral 
roll. By clause 21 (2) (i< > cAii, payment of un> sums howexer small 
in amount will entitle a person to vote a! an election. No doubt 
franchifte is intended to l»e extended hy this clause. But in uitual 
practice it will n«»t have the effect of securing the desired results. In 
actual working it will be very difficult to ascertain the names of fiersoni 
paying any sum hy way of taxes, rates, etc , when a particular holding 
i§ held by several persons jointly, or by heirs of deceased owners; and 
oonaequcntiy this will give ample room for fraud and false jiersona- 
tion. Besides, it will entail large expenditure not to speak of the 
trouble which will generally arise and the usually long time which will 
necetaarily involve in preparing the voters' list. In consideration of 
iho preaeat itnte of the country, X would prefer the retention of (hi 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[IGtb 


original clause 21 (/) (Hi) with the modification as given in the amend- 
ment: there should be the minimum limit in respect of aggregate 
amount of taxes, etc., otherwise it will give rise to trouble and com- 
plications as jMiinted out before. 

Sir, there is another matter in the amendment — I mean the phrase 
“the financial year preceding the election”. It is in the present Act, 
and it has given lots of trouble in the preparation of the electoral roll. 
Where election is held in April, May or June, a person paying taxes by 
the end of ‘list March will be eligible to vote. But it must be remem- 
bered that the voters’ list is prepared some four or five months before 
the election actually takes place. Consequently persons paying taxes 
on the t31st March, that is to say after the preparation of the list, are 
not included in the list. Therefore many ratepayers paying taxes on 
or before the Jlst will be disfranchised. Therefore, I have pro|>osed in 
the amendraent to substitute the words “the financial year preceding 
the year in which election is held” for the words “the financial year 
immediately preceding such election.” Surely a person claiming 
franchise must pay a certain sum prescril)ed in tlie year preceding the 
year of election. 

Witli these few words 1 (ommend iny moti(m for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Th« Hofi^blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir. 1 
accept this amendment of the hon’ble mover provided he accepts my 
proviso : otherwise I have got to oppose the amendment. The |>oint is 
practically the same; there are one or two verbal changes. If he would 
BulMititiite the words “paid ft>r” for the word “during” in the first line 
and omit the w<»rd “paid” in the second line and accept the proviso to 
my iimendment Xo. ’128, I shall In* prepared to atiept his amendment. 

BalHI KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 accept the amendment sug- 
gested hy the llon’hle Minister. 


4-15 p.m. 

Tht HoiPble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 sptak on 
this amendment of Buhu Khetter Mohan BayJ^ That would serve my 
purpi»se. The object of my amendment is to replace the word “during” 
in the first line by the word.s “paid for” and omit the word “paid” in 
the secoml line. A toll may bt‘ paid by passers-by and no vote should 
be allowed on the payment of tolls because it is so difficult to determine 
who has paid the toll. Si»nie |>ower of determining minimum fe«s and 
taxes other than cart registnrtion fees should also lie left to Govern- 
ment. These are small fees and unless the minimum is fixed hera it 
would lie difiicuh to prepare the electoral roll. 
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As reifards the cart rsfristration fees, it often happens-— and those 
wta hare experienre of mufiusai municipalities know — that rioh 
candidates who want to fret more support really pay fees on behalf of 
carters lirinfr outside the itiunici|>al area but are re>ristered within it 
only for the purpose of set;urinfr rotes which will help (hem against the 
poor candidates. Therefore Gorernment want to omit the cart regis* 
(ration fees: that is their real object. Otherwise it is not the Govern* 
mentis intention 1o deprive these people of their votes. But this 
privilege is likely to be abuset! and so we are against it. 

As regards fees and taxes, a minimum should In* psid an<l this {>ower 
should l>e left to G«>veriiment ; otherwise it would be very diffit'ult to 
determine who should 1 h» eligible to vote; the number is s4» large. With 
these few words I support the first jH^rtion of the mover’s amendment, 
The pnjviso is for making provision for fixing the fees the payment of 
which w’ill entitle a man to v<ite at an ele<*tion. 


Mr* PRESIDENT* Do I take it that \ou are moving an amend- 
ment to the amendment of Ibibn Khetter Mohan Hay im lnding in it the 
proviso under your ann'iidment No 

Hit Hofi*bl€ Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. that 

is HO. 


Bftbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: We have just bMirnt from the 
Ilon’ble Minister that there has been an abuse of |M)Wf*r in respi'ct of 
election by candidates paying for the cart registration fees for curlers 
living outside tlicir own areas. At present. Sir, I biive no such know- 
ledge myself: as a matter of fact, within my rnunicijuility (hiTe are 
some 200 carters who ply their trade, and, of course, I woiibl be very 
aorry to (mm» such a large number t>f men disfrutu hised. 1 do not know 
that there has b«M*n any sin h abuse <»f powers within any municipality, 
but I would ask tlu* Hoiride Minister to consider the effint of dis- 
franchising the JtK) carters in the suhttrlian area These people pay 
their own rates and have g«d the franchise and I think they really pay 
their own rates. Tiider the^e c in umstam es I submit that the llon’hle 
Minister will kindly reconsider this jKont of disfranchising the carteri. 

Til# H#iYlll# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I May I explain the 
position, Sir?* This will not disfranchiw the carters, hcrause the **arters 
might be paying their holding rates; if they live within a municipality 
they will be qualified to pay holding rates. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am afraid the passing 
of ibis amendment may bar my amendments Nos. *12*1, «125, 359 ami 362. 
In that cane 1 would like to have an opportunity of moving them, aa 
they went the deleiion of that clause. 
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Mr. PREtIDENTi You want to apeak on tliia motionP 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I would rather like to 

move my motions. 

Mr# PRESIDENT : The fate of your amendment will be governed by 
the decision on ^his motion. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to .submit that the 
CouneirH derision on this amendment might have the effect of amend- 
ing the words of this sub-clause in a way repugnant to the object of my 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin •re are two alternatives before you. Y"ou 
can either speak on this motion, or if you insist on moving your amend- 
ments, then you "may do so after the (’ouncil has actually recorded its 
decision w'ith regard to the amendment now before the House. If it is 
thrown out your motion will stand. So I think you had better wait to 
kee wliat happens to this aiiiendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: But my difficulty is that 
I would like to vote for this amendment rather than the amendment as 
it stands. But having done that I wouhl like to move my amendments 
for the del<*tion of the clause altogether, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you ran <)o that. In that case 
it will he clearly your duty to try to tlirow out this amendment and to 
make your way clear before you, .so that you may move your own 
amendments afterwards. 

The motion was then put in the following amended form and m 
division called for: — 

“That after clause LM (I?* {in the following shall be inserted, 
namely ; — 

has pai<i for the tiiianciul year, iminediutely prowling the 
year in which such election is held, any sum in respect 
of the municipal rates specified in clauses (<i), {b), (r), or 
{ii) of suh-section (/) of sei tion 111 or has paid in respect 
of municipal fees and taxes (other than cart-registration 
fws) for such financial year an aggregate amount not lea# 
than the sum pres<'rib«»d by the l.s>cal Ouverninent in ihi# 
behalf as a minimum for the municipality’ 

Providetl that any iw*rson shall be entitled to vote at th# fimt 
ebn-tion held under this Act, who Has paid, for th# finaneinl 
y«ir iinmiHliately prw'^ling the y®ar in which such eleetkm 
is held, the rates, taies and fees (other than the cart- 
registmtifin fees) prescribed in the rules made under aactkai 
16 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 18^4. 
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IClMM iaiiii*ir MUHAMilAO ABDUL MOMINl Ar» ir(» Toiitig on 
iMOtion No. 328 or 313 P 

Mr* PRESIDENT: TW Council ij» voting: on the new unendnieni 
which the Hoii'ble Minister ha^t moved to the amendment of Babti 
Khetter Mohan lUy, and to which he hae added the proviao of hie motion 
No. 328. 

SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I?* the diHcuMHioii on thia 
amendment over, Sir, whether carters will be entille<l l<» vote or notP 
We are under the iinpre**'»ion that it will eoiue ajrain later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already put the tpiestion. 

TN HoiYbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mav I, with your 
|.*ennisHion, make a chanjre in the wordiuK- of the amendment P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No you < aniitd do that, a<4 I have already put 
the motion before the IIouh*.* and a divinion has been called, 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May I say. Sir, that the 

chair has always the power t<» relax the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ai e \ou anticipatinjr whal llie H(»irhh‘ Minister 
is ^oin^ to HiiN !' ( laiujrlitcr ) U ttjcre anv seijous defect In the Hill 

that the llotride Minister wishes to rorrect P 


Tho Hofi'blo Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, S r. it is not 

a Mtal d»*fect and I was uskin^^ your pci mission to make this chancre out 
of deference to the wishes of a majority <d the members of tliis House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am story I taiinot allow you to tbi s»» on the 
ground yt»u have stati d. So yt»u hatl lH‘tt«‘r slit k t<» yout original motion. 
A divi.sion was then taken with the fcdlowitifr result : 


AriMlrwig, Mr. W. L. 

AiMtia. Mr. 4. M. 

MlUMi. Rai Raltaavr 0«R«fi«ra Natfe. 
MnM. Rai taliia raatliafiaii. 

Rffluiiyrai Mr. N. 

BUnRy, Mr. I. M. 

Baaa, Mr. t. M. 

CRaailiari. Ratm K*«Rari Maten. 
ClMuitfNiri. Or. ^agaa ir a Ctaiitfra. 
BOaROari. KRaii R U tai ar Maulvi Nainir 

O aii a. fr. 0. 4. 

•apRRitar, Ma j a r Oai w r a J W. ¥. 

O aapir, Mr. C. 0. 

Oat. fiRt iRRaiRr iRt fB RO ra Kromt. 


AYES. 

ParaR4it« Ilia Haw'Ma MawaR K. 0. 

KImm saRaRRr. 

PawiiM. Mr. L. R. 

Parrtaiar. Mr, 4 . C aiagRa l t. 

Oantaii, Rai SafuiR«r, tiitil KRinar. 
OOaRHti. Mr. R, R. 

OatRlia, Rai OaORgRr SaRrigRt. 
H tuRa n a R , Mr. A. 0. O. 

Niiwaifi. Maulvi LRiafat. 

KRaii. MRRlvi A«rtR»Rt>iaRnw 
KhRA. Mr. Raiaiir RH aiaii. 
t4na. Mr. tar vaR m MatR. 
uaiR R . Mr. 0. W. 

MaeiRMilap Mr. i. T. 

Millar. iRt NaR*Rla Mr RratavR ORRRRir. 
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«ittni, MNi tarat Oteiiira. 
iMif, Mu §nk Ul. 

N«fi m n rti ii i. A. 

HMilMlMilit Um Mr. Kli«a|«. 

P*trs, Mr. ■. F. 
riiilFn* Mr. H. 0. V. 

P*44Br, Mr. Anftiitfa M«luui. 

Ftttfiar, totli NymuMA Fr«M4. 

Hal M«liM«i| MimlfiAry OMi. 

Ray, IaRm KlMttar Matiaii. 

Ray, RaRu NaRMAra Narayaa. 

Ray OlMNMflHiry, RaRu tatiah Ohaaira. 
Ray, OhaiNlliary, Mr. K. 0. 

RtIR. ttea Maa'IM Mr. R. N. 

Ram, Mr. 4. 

Ray, Rabtt HarlRanaa. 


Ray, Hr. t aila Mi Rr RiaMli. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat KaaMr. 

Ray, ilM Haa'Rla Hr. Ri|#y Rraaai tiiifii. 
taiuuia, RaRn Ratya Kiahar. 
tarfear, Rafea Ra aa i Riaait 
taa, Mr. R. R. 

•aa, Mr. OIria RRaaRra. 
laa, Raj Raiiib Aluiliay RuaMr. 

•ialM, Raja RaRaRar RfiapaaRra Marayaa, 
af MaaRipar. 
ttajMataa, Mr. H. i. 

T h a aip aaa, Mr. W. H. 

TawaaaR, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilkjaaan, Mr. N. R. 

WaaRhaaR, tiM Haa’Ma Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


Altai, NaarabtaRa Kliwaja MuhaaiaiaR, 
KRan RaRaRur. 

Ali, Maaivl Haaaaa. 

RakaR, Maalvl tyaR MajiR. 

Ranarjl, Mr. P. 

•aaa, Mr. NaraaRra Kumar. 

ORauRRari, KRan RaRaRur Mauivi Ali- 
muttamaR. 

ORauRRuri, Mauivi tyaR Oamati HalRar. 
ORauRRury, Mauivi Mural ARaar. 
ORawRRury, Naji Radi ARmaR. 

CRaurRRury, Mauivi ARRul ORani. 
PaitttllaR, Mauivi MuRammad. 

OuRa, Rabu Pratulla Kumar. 

Oupta, Mr. 4. N. 

Nakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Mapua, Khan RaRaRur Mauivi Axiiul. 
Napua, Kaii fmdadul. 

Naaaifi, Naarab Mutharruf. KRan RaRaRur. 


Haaaain, Mauivi MuRammaR. 

Hup, Mr. A. K. Fajd-ttl. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abut. 

Khan, KRan RaRaRur Mauivi Muattam Ali. 
KRan, Mauivi TamituRRin. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mamin, KRan RaRaRur MuRammaR Abdul. 
Maakarjaa, Mr. tyamapraaaR. 

MukRarji, Rai RaRaRur taiiiR CRanRra. 
MukhaiMHiliaya, Rai tahib iarat CRanRra. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Rahary. 

RaRman, Mr. A. F. 

RaRman, Mr. A. F. M. AbRur- 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Ihanti IRakharativar. 

Raut, Rabu Naaani. 

Ray, Rabu tatyandra NaiR. 

•an Cupta, Or. NaratR CRanRra. 

•Rah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


Tlio A hririK Noes 30 the motion rarriod. 

[At p.ni. the (-oun<il wu^ adjourned for prayer and it 

reaaaemMod at 4*30 p.m,] 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I to move that in clause 
21 (2) (rV). in line 3, after the %vord “reHident” the following be 
inaertiMl, namely : — 

“or cArrieji on any tiude or profeH>iiui being the occupier of 
a holding”. 

So far an this quention of franchise is concerned, the provision in the 
Bill is that every person who can be a voter must first of all be resident 
within the town anti if he is once a resident then in addition to tliAt 
if he has some one of the other qualifications specified in the clause bo 
is edtitUMl t<» he a voter. The interpretatbm of the word “resident” ia 
likely to create difficulties in many municipalities. It is often peon 
that there are persons a*ho o<^cupy holdings within a municipality where 
they can carry on their profession or trade, but tbeir residence or the 
pliK^ where they live is outside the municipal limits. These poraonR 
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exrlud^ from tlmir fnncliiac on acrount of > strict intet]>rot»t>on 

A word mident . If my atuendnient is accepted, than 
pmoiiB who carry on any trade or profennion Iwinir the orcnpiem of bold- 
ing® even though they are not reMidentK. ntriVtly fipt^aking, within a 
certain municipality will be entitled to be voters provided they have 
got the other qualification® specified in the other suU-«e«'i ions of this 
clause. Therefore I think that Government will have no objVdion to 
accept this amendment. Tlus will give facilities to the persons I have 
mentioned to become voters. These people pay taxes and sometimes 
high taxes and are highly interested in municipal affairs. If we stick 
to the word “resident” these persons will he excluded and this will 
cause a great hardship. Ihere has alrea<ly been a great hantship- in 
this respect under the present Municipal Act. As we are taking some 
steps in advance under the new Rill. I think this will also he a little 
step in advance and I hope Government will not <ippose it. 

With these observations I ('ommend my ainendment to the acfcpl- 
ance of the House. 


The Hofl-bk Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment because it is quite unnecessary. K\idently the 
intention of the mover is that any one who carries on any trade or pro- 
fe.ssion and occupies a holding should he a %*oter hut this object of the 
mover will not he served liecause of suh-claiises I (/i) and (h) which lay 
down the qualifications whiidi must he fulfilled heftire a imtsoii can 
become u voter 

Mgulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to ptdnt out that such a 
person can become a voter provide«l he has got all the other qualific ations. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; I think. Sir, it would he 

better if, instead of opposing these amendments straightaway, the 
Hon hie Minister w’ere to take a little more time in considering them, 

Tim Hofi*bl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I must thank 
Dr. Nareah Chandra Sen (fupta for his advice. I have considered it 
more carefully than he has himself cared to do. However, in view of 
the explanation given by (he mover, I am prepared to accep| the 
amendment. 

The motion of Haulvi Tamizuddin Khan w'as then put and agreed 
to. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, may 1 draw your atten- 
tion to motion Xo. 315 which has lieen passed over.*' I shumit that this 
ameadnMnt refers to the year immediately preceding the year in which 
the ebcioral roll i« prepared. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 overrule your objection. This amendment in 
covered by the decision arrived at by this House in regard to a previoua 
amendment. 

h p.m. 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I Wg to move 

that clause 21 {2} (ir) (in) be omitted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: We have already passed 322 
subsiitutitig 21 (2) (ir) (ui). How {-an that be omitted now.*^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may now explain the whols position. The 
effect of the amendment that the llon'ble Minister moved to the 
amendment of Mr. Khett<‘r Mohuu Ruy (No. 313) was that (m) w’as 
added, but you will remember that tlie Ilon'ble Minister did not move 
his own amendment No. 32H. The effect of that is that rlau.se 21 (2) 
(ir) (til) remains, ami that is contradictory so that clause ought to be 
omitted. That is why I und«‘rsiund the Ilon’ble Minister wants to 
move his amendment. 

The motion of the lioiride Mr. Jlijoy Ibasad Singh Roy was put and 
agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Before you go on 
to the next amendment, may I again respei tfully draw your attention 
to amendment 321 which, I think, is not covered b\ any amendment 
moved or passed. It is quite u different matter, it is n change in 
clause 21 (2) (id. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you propose?^ 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I beg to submit^ 
Sir, tliat in this aimuidiiieut, it is pn>|»os»«d that in clause 21 (2) (ir) in 
place of “ut (he time of such elet tion” what is intended by this amend* 
meat is that it should be “at the time of the preparation of the electoral 
roll’*, and in the other line immediately preceding such election. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you read 313 very carefully? 

Khan iatiMlur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 313 was them 
belora in the Bill itself and so was (fr). The effect of 313 is that the 
old clause (itf^ Has been again brought into the Bill which had been 
deleted by (he Select Committee. The effect of that is that (m) ia 
deleted, but (h) remains as it was before. 
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Tfm Hoii’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I have no objec 
ti^ if this is moved. There is much to be said in favour of it. I 
think it is reasonable from my |K>int of view, ami I am pi-epared to 
accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yon have my pernii>sion to move it. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 beR to move that 
in clause 21 (2) (ir), in line 1. for the words “at the time of such eleis 
tion** the words “at the time of the preparation of the electoral roll” 
and in lines 2 and *3, for the wonN “immediately preetnliiiff such elec- 
tion“ the words “immediately pretetlinp’ the \ear in whieh the electoml 
roll is prepared” be substituted. 

It is not necessary for me to make a speech. 1 will allow my 
friend Muuiudra Deb Hai Mahasai to do this, 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir. under suIm laus,. ur) of 
clause 21 (2), when an election i'* held, ^ay, in the month of April 
or May or Jun *, a pcrsnii who |>ays mtinn ipal tux and has completed 
twelve months’ residein c on the day of tdeetjon, will l>c clijfible to vote, 
but the electoral roll must be completed Miiiie tim* in .laniiary or 
February. St) such j»er«on cannot be includecl iti the eleettjral roll 
The twelve months slnmld be tountt'd not from the date of elec tion but 
from the date of the preparation of tin* preliminary elec toral roll. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 am prepunul to 

accept the first portion of tin* um«*ndiiient. bec*ause if the seeoml portion, 
t'iz., in lines 2 and '1. fcjr the wordn “innnednitely pieeedin^c hucIi elec- 
tion”, the weirds “immediately prc*eedin|( the year in whieh the ebu'- 
toral roll is prepared” m mceptcal, the amendment would ext<*iul the 
time for payment of tuxes, etc., by twelve months Indore the prepara- 
tion of the roll. This is not desirable. I am prepared to accept tlic^ 
first portion of the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, will you ino\e it us your own amendment}^ 

Tht Hou*bl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes. Sir It will 
read like this — 

“That in clause 21 (2) <ic), in line 1, for the words “at the time of 
«uch elec tion” the words “at the time of the preparation of the electoral 
roll” be Hubatiluted. 

The motion was put and affreed to. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin faded. 

Mr. fRlBIDENTi 1 ikink all amendments up to No. S4Q are covered 
by tliii deeiaiou. Amendment No. Ml ia alio covered by tb« deciaum 
the Houae yave in regard to ameitdiiiieoii 328, 356, 357 and 358* 
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5-15 p.m. 

Khwi Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I beg to move that 

clause 21 (2) (iv) (a) he omitted. 

Thin clause niakeg the payment of income-tax a qualification for a 
vote. 1 think this is unucceHHa|y. For a municipality the only quali- 
fication we want for being a voter is residence within the municipality 
and the payment of municipal rates and taxes. I do not think the pay- 
ment of income-tax ha.s anything to do with it. If you bring in the ques- 
tion of income-tax you might as well bring in men who pay revenue 
and also those who pay cess. You miglit also give every Qovemment 
servant rt*siding in a municipality a vote. I do not see any point in 
bringing in this clause. 

B«bu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to oppose 
this amendment l>ecauHe there are many (lovernment officers who do not 
own any residential lumse in a municipality but still they pay income- 
tax. They c<uiMtitute a desirable cla.ss of persons and I think they should 
have a vote. We have in sub-section (/>) details of educational quali- 
fications wliich would entitle a person to have a vote. It is not only 
a (|uestiou of mere payment of tuxes but also other <jualifi< utious. That 
is the reason why income-tax should be also a qualification for a vote 
becrause the* income is earned within a municipality. Land revenue is 
paid for estab's situated outside municipal limits. So there can be no 
analogy b(»tw<*en the two. Therefore I think there should be this 
provision as in the Hill. 

Rii Bihtdur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: 1 regret to have to 
oppose the amendment becau.M* the rule which entitles a person to 
become a voter in a munic ipality will bi* somewhat different fnim what 
it in now, if the ((uestioii unch-r discu.s.sion is ac'cepted. According to 
the existing rules, a gentleman occupying u house and paying rent 
therefor is entitled to be a Miter but under the rules proposed that 
s>stetii will be non-existent. So 1 think this qualification of paying 
income-tax should stand as it will enfranchise a certain section, at any 
rate, of the middle cla.ss UhtulraJokes who would lose their franchise 
cm acc'ouiit of the deletion from the Municipal Act of IIW of the quali- 
fic'ation to vote on the basi.s of payment of rent. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to .sup(>ort this amendment. The 
objfW'tion raised hy iny friends is simply on the ground that because a 
certain pt^rsoti reside.s within a municipality and earns an income there 
he ought to W a voter. I think that even if a man resides in a munici- 
pal area and earns bis iiieoiiie there but does not pay a pice to the fund 
of the municipality he should not have the right to vote at the miuitcipal 
election. 
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■•to SATYINORA NATH ROY: Thi* qualifioatiou fur boinir • 
▼oter exist* in the present electoral rules. Sc» I do not think my friend 
is justified in making a nilc by which people who are at present (mlisted 
as voters should l>e deprived of their right to vote. In these circum- 
stances 1 oppose the amendment. 

Tht Hofi’IMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Payment of 
incomMax is one of the existing epial locations for being a voter. I 
do not think we should diseiifrHtH'hi>e i»eople who already possess the 
franchise. 

The motion of Khan Hahadiir Muhatiimnd Ahdul Moinin was then 
put and lost. 

Rai Bahidur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I heg to move that 
claus<« ILM (fr> (A) be oiiiitted Mr. Prt'sideiit, Sir, the object of 
my moving this mnendnicnt i^ lo t'Xrhule the students in taking part 
in voting in inunif ipal elcftion**, i r , in short to udemif al qiiulitira- 
tions should be disi'ontmuefl. The payment of taxes and rates are quite 
enough for inunii-ipal elect ion^ in iny opinion. Thow* who do not con- 
tribute tfi iiiuint Ipal funds in one way or other should not be allowml 
to exercise vfites. A inun having toademical <|Uulifications may be 
entitlfMl tfi vote by having o< ration fn [lay licen'<e fees and taxes. Mfire- 
over. It IS not d«“*jrubb‘ for students, who continue as students, to 
exeri ise their \oles, The existing <io\«*rnment circular nowadays pre- 
vents I hem trom doling iii municipal elections. In tase academical 
qualififatioiis are affcpted, there will illicit influx of so-called 
students trom outsi<le tlie area ol the municipality , to the prejudice of 
the lutercsts of real ratepayers of the miiiiicipulity 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I beg lo oppose this fiiiiend- 
merit. It comes with a {km uliar grace from the Hai lluhadiir. lie wants 
to enfranchise lru<lers and almost all other citiiwuis except those with 
a literary ({ualihcation. Wealth and not learning sliould in his opinion 
be the basis of framdii.«e. I am afraid it is not a sentiment inconson- 
ance with the idea of the [iresent <lny nor dfies it refli*ct the sentimeni 
of the present (’oum il. As far us I < t»uld underslaiid him he wauled 
that a graduate voter must be a resident of the munici{mlity. That is 
the qualifii ation in clause (ir) ; moreover, by clause (u we ha%*e providml 
that the age of the voter must Im* 21. That will guard against his 
danger of student vnters. The effect of this clause is (hat no schord 
student will have the right to vote. I do not see any reason in supfMirl 
of this amendment. 

Dr* NAREBH CHANDRA BCN GUPTA; I also oppose this amend- 
ment. I may explain that 1 gave notice of this amendment as a part of 
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the whole scheme which would have given adult franchise. I do 
want to roHtrict the franchise of anyone, which would be the result o£^ 
this amendment by itself. 


Babu SATIBH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I also oppose this 
uniendnieiii. There is a considt'rubie volume of opinion that the educa- 
tional qualificatiou has been put too hijfh and not too low. Being 
educated they will recognize their respon.sibility and I think they 
should he allowed to vote. Am a matter of fact we know that with 
regard to ('ouricil elections the educational (|ualihcation as proposed 
by Lothian (’omrnittee will be far lower than what is provided in this 
Bill. I think this amendment d<H*s not voice the opinion of the 
people and should not be allowed. 


Ths HOfl*bl» Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid I 
must oppose this amendment. As has been pointerl out by Mr. Basu 
that no stmlent who has not attained the age »)f 21 shall be allowed 
to vote. So there is an age-limit. It will b* a retrograde measure if 
those who have votes now an* dis<*nfrunchi.siMl. It is rather late in 
tile day to do so. 

The motion ot liai Bahadur Satyemlra Kumar Das was then put and 
lust. 

Khan Bihatfur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I want to move the two 
amendments together. If yf)u will kindly permit me I want to add two 
other wonls. I have the |M‘rmission of the Hon’hle Minister and he is 
prepared t<» accept them. I want to add the wonls “subject to such 
rules as may be prescribed on this behalf “. Otherwise there will be 
practical diflSculty. 

Tilt Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 point out 
one thing at this stage. 1 am prepared to accept amendment No. 366 
but it would be very vague w ithout the addition of the words suggested 
by tile mover. 

Mr. NARiNORA KUMAR BASU: AVill that exclude all matri- 
culati^ : ( l^iughter. ) 

KKafi BaluMliir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 beg to move that for 
<daus«> 21 (2) (fc) (//) the following be substituted, namely: — 

is a literate being ali!e to read and write in any language.** 

I al»o beg to move Uiat for clause 21 (2) (tV) (b) the following be 
aulnitituted. namely: — 

*'(6) is a literate having the qualification up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental subjeol^ 
aubjeot to such rules as may be prescribed on tbis bebalf.*f 
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The irordu **fittbj«ct to foeh ntkg u may bo preacribod on thii 
fiohnlf ' hoTo tince been adtlod to my »orond motion. 

I think there i§ a certain amount of miatinderatandiiig. The 
of aection 21 (2) (ir) {b) h this; “A p<*nion shall not be 
entslled to vote at an ebH*tinn of ctmimissioners in any mtinicipality 
tmless such perwm has attaineil the age of twenty-one years or being 
a graduate*' so on and so forth. I suggest that instead of being a gra« 
duate it would he sutfi<‘ient if he has read up to the lower primary 
etnndanl. Literature having qualiheation up to the lower primary 
standard. 

Mr. NARENDIIA KUMAR BAtU: 1 have not got that qualitica- 
lion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL NAQUB: You have got the lit(«ntcy 
.<]uaHfiration ufi to the hnver priniury ntundard My two ntnenihiienis I 
move heeaus«* I do not %vun( to rentrit t the frnnehiM' to inutrirulates or 
graduates only. If is rather t<K) high a fnim hise and nil the gentlemen 
who have rea<l the nq>ort td the Frutiehise Commit ti*e must have seen 
th«t they agreed to the lowering of the framhise in the ease of the 
Council ele('tion. 


5-30 p.m. 

If a I<»w»T IS preferable 1 have gi\f»n an alternative amendment. The 
first amendment is to make hare literiK'N tie* eritenon for exen ising 
franehis**. franiel\ . ' is a hterute being able (o read and write in any 
language*'. That is the qualitii ation for females in the Legislative 
Council elec tions and I suggest the same qualific iitions not only for 
females hut for males as well. .My second amendment is an alternative 
in case the first is not iieceptalde to the House, namely, "is a literate 
having the c(ua]ifif'ation up to lower primary standard or equivalent 
ataiidard in an> oriental suhjert". There H4*ems to he an impression 
that because u man has passed the Matriculation examination from a 
•econdary sc IickiI therefore he has not the qtialtftcaliim of a lower primary 
•tandard. It is not the question of passing the lower primary standard 
but of posseiising qualihcatioii up to the lowc^r primary standard. It i$ 
abaurd to suggest that a higher certificate or the possession of upper 
pfimary standard qualification will disqualify a man. I move both the 
notions bec^ause I feel that it is undesirable to restrict the franchtae. 

Mr* KARiNORA KUMAR BAiUt Sir, 1 oppoae the amendtnenta ; 
ao f ar aa No. 365 is concerned I do not think that my friend is sertotM. 
Bat to far as No. 3tK> is concerned I think that even though the Khan 
Ba had ur has said that his clause will have tbe meaning that anybody 
«Hbo ta literait and has qualifications up to lower primary standard wtU 
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be enfranchifted, I am afraid tliat he is mistaken. 1 know that the Khan 
Bahadur is an efBeieut member of several committees and that he ia 
an efficient Public Prosecutor, but he is not yet a judge and his 
idea will not have effec t as a ruling. If the language used by my friend,. 
viz., “is a literate having the qualification up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental subject’* is allowed 
to stand then many persons will not have the franchise, even though 
they may have passed any higher examination. I am quite sure his 
intention is sound but his language stands in the way of his amend- 
ment being acceptable. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I wholeheartedly 
support the first amendment of the Khan Hahadur. With regard to 
the second amendment I have objection as the language which he 
has now introduced makes me suspicious. 1 do not understand what 
it means; it may be that literates having qualification of less than 
that of low'er primary standard will not be entitled to be a voter, if 
the Government by any rules precludes lum from being a voter in 
the municipalities. That is the difficulty I f‘*el about this amend<*> 
merit. I am not pnqnired to accept tliis amendment. With regard 
to motion No. it is entirely up to us to \ote for it; that is the 

lc»ast that we can do. If we cannot give manliood franchise and if 
we restrict the framhise to some stake in the (ountry or the posses- 
sion of suffi<'i(*nt education, I should say even then a hare literacy 
should certainly (jualify a person to exercise his franchise. It will 
be as good at least as the payment of Ue. 1 or less by a man wlio is. 
absolutely illiterate. Well. Sir, there seems to be an apprehension in 
some (juarters that man hood franeliise or a low franehise must be a 
very terrible thing: that if you allow this, all the mob will capture 
the munieipalities and make admiiiistnition of loeal bodies an impos- 
sibility, That is a sort of feeling of persons who have vested 
interest in the administration of the iiiunicipalities for a long time; 
that is the feeling which has always fought against the rights of 
labour for a long time, ami that is the feeling which has sought to- 
kw'p real d<»iioora<y down always under the rover of loud talks about 
democrney. Sir, history has given the lie not once or twice but 
many times to that apprehension. Labour is now governing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are drifting away from the motion before* 
the House. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The motion before the 
House suggests the extension of franchise to persons who are 
literat e- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We cannot make progress unless membera 
confine themselves strictly to the motion before the House. 
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Or. NAEitH OHANORA SIN QUETA: So \on^ m I %m it^kvtai 

Mm qui^tion of »pe<*d in wholly immaterial, 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. 1 know what ia what. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, I oppoae this motion on the ireueral 
in’ound that the standard of qualitiration propoaetl carrier the frail* 
chiae too far and alao on the ground that pnictiral ditliniltieH are 
involved. It will Im» diflienlt to find out wdio haa reaehfnl that 
standard sime there is, ns far at I know, no primary Htaiidard eiaiiti- 
nation and anybody will be able to claim franehiae on thi» frrouud. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir. 1 have eiery 
sympathy uith tite Khan Baliudur^ moticm so fur as the lowerinif 
of franchise is (uiKerned, hut there is on** defect and that defect 
is that lie woubl entrust the power in the hands of the laical (fovern- 
tnent in thi*« inutt4*t lie HU)rK**'*ts that this should be 
done bi' rule" I think the House ou^fht to know 
what the implnation of this i** Is it proposed that hy making 
rules (fOMTiinnuit may allow meinb4*rs of certain (ommunito's possess* 
in>r lertain (juiilific atioiiH to \ote and members of certain other conimu- 
iiitien not entitle<i to I’nlesH this )•« intended I do not see any 

Tcn"on uliv I lie lax a! ( io^ ainnicn! should be /^'iven power to make 
rule.-*. In this ('ouncil to<i iiiui li jMiwer has b«*en driven to the Local 
(fovernnient m coiiiom tion witli this Hill and practirnlly we are iilHli- 
('atiiijk'' >n faxour of (toveriiiiient mi matters of le),fislation. ibrowln|| 
all the n*spon"ibility on the bead of the Isical flovernnient. I pro- 
pose to the Khan Hahadur that his purpose will be served if instciMl 
of brin^inir the motion in this form, he substitutes (he words 

< Here tlu* niemlK*r was inaudible in the reporters’ j^allery.) 


Mr. 4. CAMPBELL PORR ESTER: Mr I^residenf. Sir. I feel my- 
self in diHa^HHoiicnt with my leader, whnh i** not an unusual thinjr. 
But, Sir. 1 feel that this is a »ountr> which has just la^ffun t<i make 
projrref*** — a country which want*, wider franchisi* and which she ou^ht 
to pet. Sir. I have Kmpht elertions in Ktiplatid and there I found 
votern in the elections illiterate people --people who could not read 
or write - exer< isinp their ripht of vot** w ith extreme intellipenc e and 
I am sure that intellipent jwople even if they cannot reail or write 
can r^ry well exercise the right of vote, ! think my friend to tho 
right has made a very fin • suggestion in his amendment. I hope thia 
Howse will re<‘ognijM* that a rountry on the eve of a new (mliticail 
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outlook of ftelf-determination must have the whole of her citixeUs 
and rountryinen brought into line with the people of other self-govern- 
ing (‘ountries and be permitted the right of vote even if they are only 
partially educated as this in itself will be an incentive to the voters 
to get education; and thereby make them more efficient to understand 
the different points of the different candidates. 

Tht HOffl’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I am afraid 
I am not in a position to accept the amendment (No. .366) as it 
stands, because however .Hvnipathetic* (loVernmcnt may be, practical 
difficulties stan<l in the way of their accepting it, as the amend* 
inent us worded is vague and indefinite and (lovernment cannot take 
upon themselves the responsibility of making rules which it will be 
iin)>oMsiblc to follow, T nin afraid I must oppose both the amend- 
ments. Amendment No. 365 really goes for adult franchise, which 
the House has reje< ted. As regaids amendnoMit No. *366 if the Khan 
Bahuilur had suggested some definite standard, (jovernment could have 
come to some decision. If that is not possible, I must oppose the 
amendment. 


Kh«n Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Subjec t to your pc*rmis- 
sion I should like to make a change* to mc*c*( the* Hon'ble Minister’s 
objection and in order to remove the ambiguity pconted out by Ikir. N. 
K. Bnsu. I should like to change the wording to mean “educational 
standard up to lower primary or e(|uivalent stanclarcr’. 


Tht Hoffbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I would request 
th»' Khan Bahadur not to press th * amendment to-day. Let us accept 
the cluuHc* as it is in the Bill. 11 however it found aft<*rwurds that 
it is the desire of the Hemst* that (he cniucational qualification should 
be lowered .so u.s to bring it into line with the standarcl rs’quired fcjr 
the liOgislativc' ('ouncil, (ioverniiieiit will have no objec tion to amend 
this Act. 

The motion that for clause 21 (2) {tr) (b) the following be 
substituted, namely ; — “(/>) is a literate l>eing able to n*ad and write in 
any language'', was then put and a division taken with (he following 
result : — 


AYES. 


AtMi» W wfcKa KWMla 
KIIM talMiiiir. 

AM. Maiitvl MaNM. 
Arw utrwm . Ur. W. k. 

•aitiii, UaiiiiH tlHUli llaiilai. 


caaueattri. Ktea Umivi an* 

niMMNllittri, Uaalvi SyM Ommm NaAUr. 
OUeiMllMiry, uaatvi Mwml Abtar. 
CkMUawry, Uaalvi AMm CMAi. 


FailMllaAi Uaafvi 
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Miliiim MMilvi AMhil. 

Kluui SalMdiir Maulvt AMiamU 
Kmti iniMtil. 

NMiiii, Itettlvi HulMiMMtf. 

ICSMIII, Maiilvi AWI. 

Rtaii, Kuan ••aMiir Maiilvi Muamn All. 
KlMn,' MMivi TmmAxmAAin, 

MaaiHi, RAan MiUMliir MMliftiiiiiuMi AbAtrt. 


it A A na, MAiitvi AMiam 
flaliiMMS Mr. A. F. M. AMm*^ 

May, BaA« AaialyaAliaii. 

Ray, Mr. ttiaatl Mitkliaratirar. 
SarAtr, Rai taMA RtAail MaAaa. 
•mi OaRta, Or. Narttli OliaaRra. 
•aali, Maatvl AMal HamM. 
•aArawariy, Mr. N. i. 


NOIt. 


Aattia. Mr. J. M. 

•afcth. Mauivi tyad Majia. 

■allsAA, Rai Aihaiur OabaaRra NaiA. 
lanarji, Rai laiiatfur KathaA Ohaatfra. 
•aaa, Mr. Naraiidra Kuaiar. 

■trkmyra, Mr. N. 

Rlaiiay, Hr. E. N. 

CAauahuri. Or. 4aaamfra CAamlra. 
OAaiMIhan, Khan tahaavr Maulri Hatnir 
Rahman. 

Caham Mr. 0. 4. 

Oaapinaar, Majar-Oanaral W. V. 

Daa, Rai tahadur tatyandra Kumar. 
Faraqui, lha Hantla Naarato K. 0. M., 
Khan Rahaaur. 

Faaraut, Mr. L. R. 

Oanaali, Rai tahadur, luatt Kumar. 
Cilahriit, Mr. R. N. 

Qaanka, Rai Bahadur Badridai. 

Cuba, aabu Frafuiia Kumar. 

Nandaraon, Mr. A. C. R. 

Khan, Mauivi Amin-ut<Zaman. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Mittar, lha Han'bla fir Froaath Chundar. 
Hittra, Baku karat Chandra. 

Martimar, Mr. H. R. 

Mukharii, Rai Bahadur ftatith Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai iahih karat Chandra. 
Mas, Baku kuk t4il. 


Naitmuddin, iha Nan*Ala Mr. RhMia. 
Fhilpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Faddar, lath Munuman Fraaad. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra DaA. 

Ray, Baku Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Baku taiiah Chandra* 
Ray Ohawdhury, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, lha Han'kia Mr. R. N. 

Ram, Mr. 4. 

Raul, Baku Haaani. 

Ray, Baku Harikanta. 

Ray, Baku Jitandra Nath. 

Ray, Baku tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. kailaaarar Bindh. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Man’kia Mr. Bl|ay Fraaad liiiiA. 

kaadaiultah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

kahana, Baku katya Kinkar. 

karkar, Baku Banad Bikaii 

kan, Mr. B. R. 

kan, Mr. Ciria Chandra. 

•an, Rai kahib Akahoy Kumar, 
kiaplatan, Mr. H. E. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Tawnand, Mr. N. F. V. 

Wiiaintan. Mr. H. R. 

VVaodhaad, tha Han'bla Mr. 4, A. 
Wardaararth, Mr. W. C. 


Tho Aye4 bcinp ‘AS und th«* Ncm*h r»7 tlio motion wan lont. 


5-45 p.in. 

The followiuj? motion was then put and loAt : — 

“That tor rlaum* 21 (2) (iv) {h} the following be hubMtituted, 
tiutiteiy : — 

‘(tii in a literate havintr the c|ualfiiration up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental unbject, 
tt» surh ruleh aA may W prewriVied in this behalf t’ ” 

MfININDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: 1 be^ to that in elauko 
21 ( 2 ) (f'r) (5), in line 10, after the word* '‘reformed scheme*' the wordk 
“or the (iovernment Hannkrit Title Examination" be inserted. 
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Th« Hofl’ble Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am prepared 
to aorept the amendment provided the mover will agree to certain 
chungcK being made in the wording; that is, if he will agree to the 
words “SaiiMkrit Title Examination of the Calcutta Sanskrit 
Association’’ in place of the words *‘or the Government Sanskrit 
Title Examination”. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHASAI: I am prepared to accept the 
amendment, Sir. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clause 21 (J^) (tv) (h), in line 10, after the words Reformed 
scheme’ the words ‘or the Sanskrit Title Examination of the Calcutta 
Sanskrit Association’ be inserted.” 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: 1 beg to move that in clause 21 (2) 
(iv) (h), in lines l.‘{ and 14, after the words “revenue agent” the words 
“for the major portion of the year’’ be added. 

T want to make it clear that those persons wlio (‘arry on business as 
pleaders, tn ttkhfenrg or revenue agents, if they <’ome to live within a 
municipality only for a short time and do not resi<le there for long, 
should not be given the vote; that is, they must live there for the major 
portion of the year to be entitled to vote. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ri.se to oppose 
the motion. It is not Jiecessary becau.se the Government will lay down 
in rtiles tin* <iualitications of a resident; in view of this 1 consider the 
aiiumdimMit to be unnec'cssary. 

The motio!! of Mauivi S\(*d Majid Hak.sh was put and lost. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that the 

pr ovi.s(» to clause 21 (.7) be omitted. 

Sir, It pur|K)rts to give a vote to the representative of a lunatic or 
a minor. Hut what is the .significame of thisy A lunatic or a minor 
is incapable of exercising hi.s vote and if such a person is imapable of 
exercising b: . vote, what is the significance of giving a iWHond vote 
to his guardian or manager y 1 d<» not understand the significance of 
giving a vicarious franchise of this sort. This proviso is wholly against 
the principle of the Bill and should be omitted. 

Tht HMPbM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment because his interests should be protected and this right 
should be given to his guardian; that is why this proviso has been 
added. 
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Mr. NARiMDRA KUMAR BAtU: With great deference to the 
Hon'ble Minister I think the reasons he has given are not sound. 
Under clause 21 (t) a person who has not atUiined the age of 

twenty-one years is not a voter at all and therefore there can he no 
question of his vote being in suspense until he attains the age of 21. 
And there is absolutely no reason why, bei'ause a minor may have 
properties within a municipality his guardians will come and exercise 
a second vote. And as for the representative of the lunatic it cannot 
be said that if a person is disipialified under the previous provisions, 
for example, is not a British subject but has got certain properties in 
a municipal town, his representative, being a British subject, should 
be allowed to exercise a vote for him. I think that if the Hou*ble 
Minister wmII kindly consider the matter a little further he wdll see that 
there is no reason why a person w’ho would come under clause (/) hut 
for being a lunatic, should have the right of exercising his vote through 
a representative. 

The motion of Dr. Nnresh Chandra Sen Gupta was put and agreed 

to. 

C p.in. 

Thu Hon’bli Mr. BldOY PRASAD ilNGH ROY: Sir, 1 hog to 
move that in clause 21 (4), in line I, the words “joint family” he 
omitted. 

The words “joint family” will give rise to a good deal of difficulties 
and so we have tried t<i omit this altogether from this Act and have 
given the franchise to every member of a joint family. Moreover, joint 
family will not apply to Aluhammudans, so we want to drop this out 
altogether. 

Mr. ARANDA MOHAN POODAR: I support the amendment 
moved by the Hon'hle Minister. Sir, it is very often the case that 
there are several members of a joint family wdio are qualified to vole. 
But if this clause is accepted without this amendment, all of them except 
one will be disqualified. This ought to be remedied and the franchise 
should be extended to ail who are otherwise qualified either by monetary 
or educational or some other qualification, as laid down in clause 21. 
Say in a family, there are 5 members who i>ay Bs. 15 as the consolidated 
rate to the municipality. It will now be seen that here ea<ih member 
pays in his own share Us. 3 as annual rate. This is certainly far above 
the minimum monetary qualification. Under these circumstances, it 
would be a great anomaly to deprive such a person of his equitable right 
of voting. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Bingh Hoy was then 
put and agreed to. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, with regard to the 

next motion I may point out that I gave notice of one motion and it 
ha» been split into two, namely, Nos. 404 and 413. I submit that these 
two motions should stand together. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I must give Dr. Amulya Katan Ghose precedence 
as his name stands first. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
21 { 4 ), in lines 3 and 4, for the words “one of its members as its 
representative sliaH” the word “may” be substituted. 

T beg to point out that I want to put in the word “may” in place 
of “shall” in the amendment. In the second one I want to insert the 
words “obtain the registration of the nunu' of one of its members who 
will be”. It should make clear who should be the representative of the 
family. 1 hope that this amendment will be accepted by the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, may I explain the 
amendments a little more}' Tiider the clause as it stands, a l>ody 
corjjorate or a firm or association of individuals may exercise their 
franchise by any representative so that tfu* electoral ofticer would have 
no knowledge as to who is c(uning before him to repreNcnt mh h c(Uiipany, 
firm or corporate body and I think nolaxly <an identify them and the 
(luestion of iilentity will give use to c<»mpli( atiuns. For these reasons 
this amendment seeks that befon* ])olling the company or tlie body cor- 
porate or firm will liave the name of tlieir rej»resentati ves registered 
and those representatives, 1 think, should be entitled to vote. This is 
all that is sought by thi.s amendment. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, it i.H not stated whether 
the representative of a company, body corporate or firm, etc., shall be 
elected by them or by the authorities preparing the electoral roll. I 
think it should be definitely stated that the representative shall be 
elected by the bodies themselves as in Calcutta. 


tfm H^tlM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
prepared to accept this amendment subject to a slight alteration, namely^ 
after the word “members” the words “as its representative” be inserted* 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You mean that the two amendments should be 
reduced into one. How then will the motion read? 
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TIm Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The motion will 

f«ad thus— 

“That in clause 21 (4), in lines 3 and 4, for the words ‘one of its 
members as its representative shall’ the word ‘raay‘ he substituted; and 
in lines 4 and 5, after the words ‘subject to the provision of the Helical 
(Aliens) Disqualification Act, 1928,* the words ‘obtain the rcj^nstmtion 
of the name of one of its members as its representative who will’ be 
inserted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that will do. 

The amended motion was then put and a^rriM'd to. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 be^^ to move the l\)ilowing^ 
amendment that stands in my name: — 

“That after clause 21 (•/) the ffillowinjr be added, n:\ — 

*{4(i) Every memlu>r of a joint family and every partner of a joint 
firm shall be entitled to vote if the joint family or joint 
firm possesses the qualifications set forth in clauses (i), 
in) of sub-section (2) ami Mib-(‘lause (o/) or (o) or {!>) of 
clause {tr) of sub-section (2).’ 

Sn, tile clause, as it stands, enfranchises the conijmny, the firm, the 
joint fauiils, etc , and jirovides that the vote of such coiopanv, firm or 
joint faiuilx, et<' . slouild exernsed by only one nieiiihei specially 
(bqnited fot (he pui|Mise Hut the other members nia\ or may not be 
entitled to \o(t‘ in (lie jremual bo«ly of electors and s|»ecial luldilional 
qualification oujrht to aci rue to them by virtue of (heir r onstittitinj;^ 
such company, firm or joint family. Only one reservation should be 
made in enfranchising all the members of such bodies, nr., (hat they 
are not disqualified under clauses ‘2 (/) and ‘2 (tt). 

The principle underlying tbo new ainendmentA is to have as lur^tt 
a Iwdy of intelligent electors as possible. The members of these 
associations would be an acfjuisition tf» (he bod\ of electors nf a muni- 
cipality and jirovision outrht to be made bir their inclusion in (he voters* 
list if (hey cannot come in otherwise. 

Rai Bahailur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise in support 
of the motion. 

The introiluction of these two new clauses 4 and 5 in sesttion 21 
directly af^ainst the present law of the country in this matter. I Im^ to 
refer to the Government circular Xos. 22-26T.M., dated 3rd May JJf22, 
It contains the Hi|<h Court ruling of the case — The (’hairman of the 
Dacca Municipality ri. Krishna Das Nag and others. Sir, this ruling 
supports voting by members of a joint family. 
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With such e clear law existing in the country, I do not see the 
urgency of introducing a clause or clauses which not only upset the laws 
but which goes against the express public opinion in the country. 

Sir, the All-Bengal Municipal Conference certainly gives expression 
to public opinion on this point. And, Sir, I beg to quote what it 
says: — 

‘‘All members of a joint family shall be entitled to vote if otherwise 
<jualified.” 

The reasons it sets forth — 

“As the payment of any amount as rate has been made a qualifica- 
tion, all members of a joint family should be allowed to vote, provided 
the family has paid the rate, because the money must be deemed to have 
oome from the accounts of all the members. So the word ‘joint family' 
should be omitted from this sub-clause and an explanation added to the 
effect that all members of a joint family shall be entitled to vote, if 
otherwise qualified.” 

Sir, 1 adopt this view and support it. These two clauses, I have 
just shown, are against (/) law and against (ii) f>ublic oj»inion. What 
more is re(|uired to alter them!' Should I say, Sir, that these two clauses 
are against the principle of (ni) deinot’racy too!^ 

What is the reason of shutting up all the members of a joint family 
and disqualify them as voters, save and except one member of that 
family? The other members have paid their taxes and on their account 
and from tlieir shares of the family. Then why should they be 
dis<|uulified Y 

In domestic concerns, the members of a joint family may agree but 
in municipal and political concerns they are entitled to differ and they 
actually do differ. So unless the individual members of a joint family 
can vote separately, tlie municipal administration will treat them as 
viinars in perpetuittf. These perpetual minors of a joint family cannot 
ilevelop a healthy and normal civic life. Their civic consciousness will 
always remain dwarfed by this legislation. 

Sir. it is the negation of all principle of democracy. It is the 
negation and denial of individual right to civic and political growth. 

Sir, I pray for the amendment, as I suggested, of these two clauses 
on the grounds of (i) law, (tf) public opinion and (tii) democracy. I 
hope I have proved all my points. 

Rai Balwdur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERill: Sir, in discussing 
No, 391 we have already accepted the principle of the members of a 
joint family being enlisted as voters. So for as the second part of 
of this amendment is concerned, namely, partner of a joint firm, I think 
the same principle applies and as such I think the amendment should 
be accepted. 
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^16 p.m. 

Thi Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: I am afraid 1 

have to disappoint the Kui Bahadur herause in view of Government 
amendment No. 42.‘t, the first {>ortion of the umentimeni is unneeeoaary. 
Government is already jrnin^' to introduee the principle that every 
member of a joint family would be entitled to vote, but as regards a 
firm, it has corporate existence only and every partner cannot claim a 
vote like that of a joint family. They are not a joint family. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Aiianda Mohan Poddar was then put and a division 
was called for. After the divi.sion bell ceased rinf^ing, the mover did not 
pres.s for division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At this sta^e, I may tell the Uous<‘ that 1 
thorouphly disapprove anybody callinp a division liphtlieartedly. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : 1 hep to move 
that for clause 21 (J) the followinp he sulistiluted, namely: — 

“(J) <i) Kvery member of a joint family, if he is (|ualitied under 
clau.ses (») and (ii) of suh-section (2), shall he entitled to vote 
if such joint family has durinp the financial year 
immediately pre<<*dinp the election paid any sum in respect 
of the munici[»al rates sp^ndfied in clauncs (o), ih), (r\ or (ti) 
of tion (/) f>f section 111 or has durinp the said finan- 

cial \('ar lM*en jinsessed to income-tax. 

(n) If a joint family has durinp the said fifiun<ial year jmid in 
respect of municipal fees and taxes (other than cart repis- 
tration fees) for such financial year an apprepate amount not 
less than the sum prescrilM'd by the l<<»cal Government in this 
behalf as a minimum for the muniripolity , every mcinl»er of 
such j<»int family shall he entitled to vote if he is (juulified 
under clauses (/) and (n) of sul>-section (2) and if his 
of the said fees and taxes amounts to the minimum prescnlwjd 
for (hat municipality; 

Provided that where the total amount paid by a joint family doa« 
not equal or exceed the amount necessary to entitle every 
iiiemt>er of the joint family to vote, one of the memWm of 
such joint family as its representative shall he entitled to 
vote except in case where any member of such joint family 
i.s enroHe<l to vote separately and individually in respect of 
hit share in the joint property/* 
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This amendment is in conformity with the existing electoral rules, 
and I do not think I should say anything more in commending it to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There is one little defect 
in regard to this amendment which I want to point out. It is said that 
if he is qualified under clauses (i) and (it) of suh-section {2} and if his 
share of the municipal fees amount to the minimum prescribed by the 
Local (iovernment in this behalt for that municipality, he shall be 
entitled to vote. That might lead to the necessity of an investigation 
into the exact share of the members in the joint family property — an 
investigation which may not be very easy. May I suggest to the 
Hon’ble Minister an alternative proposal, namely, that instead of taking 
accminl of his share, the amendment should be worded like this “if the 
joint family luis pai<l a sum which, if equally divided among the members 
of the family, wotild amount to the minimum prescribed for the muni- 
< ipulity“. What I am suggesting is that for the purpose of entitling 
members of a joint family to vote, the electoral authorities nee<l not be 
prepared to go into an examination of the exact rate and shares of the 
members of a joint family but would follow a rule of the thumb. For 
instance, nlieti there are altogether five ineinl)ers in a joint family and 
the family ^mys five tinu's the minimum jjrescribed in that municipality, 
alt the five members will be entitle<l to vote altlunigli the share of one 
may lie half of the minimum, of another one-fourth and of yet another 
one-eightti. All those invesligations would simply (omplieate matters. 
So long as we find that a family eonsistirig of certain number of members 
pays n sum which, if e(|ually divided among the members, would amount 
to the minimum prescribed for that municipality, every one of the 
members <»ught to be entitled to vote without going into an examination 
of (jiiestions which sometimes baffle even the ingenuity of civil courts 
to settle. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think there is a defect in this 
nmemlment which was perhaps overlooked by the Hon’ble Minister, 
So ftir ns the voting power is concerned, there are three pre-requisites 
whit'h must be fulfilled. First of all the voter must be of 21 years of 
age and he must l)e a British subject and he must also be a resident or 
occupier of a holding. Now in this amendment the Hon’ble Minister 
says that if be is qualified under clauses (t) and (it) only of sub-section 2, 
that is. if he is 21 years of age and is a British subject, be is entitled 
to rote, no matter whether he is a resident or not. I think that is a 
defect which the Hon’ble Minister should remove as otherwise it cannot 
be accepted as it leares out one of the pre-requisites of the qualifications 
of a Toter. 
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The Hoil’iito Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
the hon’ble member is correct. I am advised that it is quite alJ right. 
I do not want to accept this suggestion because the niuendment is on 
the lines of the existing rule.s whi<‘h worked very well. Further, it is 
not likely to give rise to any of the ditficulties which are apprehended 
by Dr. Sen Gupta. 


Rii Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir. if the \as\ two lines in 
clause 21 (•>) (/i) of the jiroposed auiendinent , just before the proviso, 
that is “and if his share of the said fees and taxes amounts to the 
minimum prescribed for that municipality*’ be omitted. 1 think it will 
make the whole thing dear as suggested by Dr. Sen Gupta. Hut he 
proposes a further amendment which will mther make the matter more 
complicated. 1 think if the Hon'ble Minister will be ]d»‘ased to omit 
the last few’ words, it will ienn»ve all sorts of olijections. That is a 
qualification of this amendment It is “if his share of the saitl fees 
and tax(*s amount.s to the minimum prescribed for tliat municipality”. 
If Diet (jualificati<»n be removed, there will be no more objections. 


Rlbll SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I am inclined to support 
the contention of my friend Mauivi Tamixuddin Khan. Tin* llon’bJe 
Minister has just n*ferred to the present election rub's. Mu\ 1 just 
read tlie election rules — 

“Every male person shall be eligible to vote who has attained the 
age of 21 years, has been resident within the limits of the municipality 
for a ]>eriod (»f not less than 12 months, immediately preceding the 
election, has been duly registered us provided in rules 4 to 12 inclusive, 
and who has during the year immediately jireceding such election, ]uiid 
an aggregate amount of not les.s than He. 1-8 in respei t of any one <»r 
more of the rates specified in section In of the Act, or in respec t of the 
fees for the registration of carts under section 14*1 of the Act 
provided that a menilier of joint family shall be entitled to vole 
aeparately if his share of the rates or the fees amounU to the miniiiiuin 
qualification for a voter.” 

Here it is perfectly clear that a member of a joint family, entitled 
to vote, must be a resident of the municipality but in this amendment 
which has just been moved by the Hon’ble Minister, the loophole remains 
that be may not be a resident. I think it is time that thin clause 
should be amended so that there may not lie any defect. 


Tilt Hoil’bM Mr. BldOY PRAtAD SINGH ROY: I am sorry, 
Sir, 1 was misled. 1 think that the residential qualification os in the 
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first paruf^raph of clause 21 (2) (iv) should be there and the amendment 
should read like this — 

“That for clause 21 (6) the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(»J) (i) Every member of a joint family, who is at the time of 
the preparation of the electoral roll and has been for a period 
of not less than twelve months immediately preceding such 
election resident within the limits of the municipality, if he 
is qualified under clauses (/) and (lO of sub-section (2), shall 
he entitled to vrjte if such joint iamily has during the financial 
>eur immediately preceding the year in which the election is 
held paid any sum in respect of the municipal rates specified 
in clauses (o), (/;), (r) or (J) of sub-section (1) of section 111 
or has during the said financial year been assessed to income- 
tax. 

(ti) If a joint family has during the said financial year paid in 
resjxH t of munici|Kil fees and taxes (other than cart regis- 
tration ftH^s) for hu< h financial y«*ar an aggregate amount 
not hvss than tin* sum |»res<TilMHl by the Local (tovernment 
in this behalf as a minimum for the municipality, every 
mcMiilMT of such joint family who is at the* time of the 
pivparatioii of the electoral roll and has lK*en for a period 
of not less than twelve months immediately pi«*ceding such 
eh'ction resident within the limits of the munic ipcility, shall 
Im‘ (*ntitl<*d to vote* if he* is cjualihcHl iimlcM* <Iaiis<*s (/) and 
(n) <*f suh-section (2) and it his shaie of the •'aid fec‘s 
and taxt‘s amounts to the minimum prescribcMl for that 
municifiulitY. 

1‘rovidcHl that where the tt»tal amount jniid by a joint family does 
not ecjiial or excecnl the amount nec(‘ssary t«* entitle every 
imMiihcM' of the joint family to vote, one of the nieinlM'rs uf 
such joint family as its rcq>resentntive shall ht* entitled to 
vote exc ept in case where any niemher of such joint family 
is enrollcnl to vote separately and individually in respect of 
his share in the joint proj>erty.“ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


fi-30 p.m. 

Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, might I incjuin* whether you 
are going to put the whole clause to tlie vote? In that case, I should 
like to make an observation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes: that question is before the House. 
Your remarks should not encroach on other amendments. 
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Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want to point out that another 
mistake has been committed »o far as this clause is concerned, resulting 
from the Hon'ble Minister, instead of movinjr his own amendment, 
accepting the amendment of Babii Khetter Mohan Ray, thereby inserting 
a new sub-clause (tir). The position is this: the Hon'ble Minister 
wanted to substitute something else for sulw lause 21 (i!) (ir) (ro), 
but the amendment of Halm Khetter Mohan Ray was something different. 
I submit it should not he sub-clause (in), but sub-clause {tr) (m). This 
mistake should be rectified. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (to the Hoti’hle Minister): Would you formally 
move an amendment to that effects 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yom. Sir 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 think, Sir, the ntnulnu' should 
be (lii). 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN POOOAR: I accept it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: i think the easiest wjiy won hi 
be, as ainendcineiit No. •fid has been accepted, to ('hang<» the figure 
from ‘'(fti)’' to '*{ivy\ 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: f Mihmit. Sir. that that 

aiuendnicnt has already h(‘cn f»asHcd. The motion now to he moved 
should he one for re-numhering. If the amendment is re-rmmhered, 
perhaps it will he the hesl thing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : I heg to move 
that the clause previously inserted as clause* 21 (tii) W n umbered 
as clause 21 (2) (iv) (in) an<l inserteif in the phoe of the itresciit 
clause (tv) (ta). 

The motion was put and agreed io. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questitm is that clause 21, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Rill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 22. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is (hat clause 22 stand part of 
the Bill. 
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TIM Hofi’blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
niQve that for clauae 22 (7) the following be substituted, namely; — 

“22. (7) The first general election of commissioners of a muni- 

cipality shall be held under the provisions of this Act at such time as 
the Ijocal Government may presc^ribc.” 

Sir, it was the original intention of Government that elections to 
all municipalities under the new Act should be held on the same date, 
but as this may not be possible Government have been obliged to move 
this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Thfl Hon’ble Mr. BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that after clauMe 22 (/) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(/o) The Lo(‘al Government may issue such orders as it may 
consider neteswiry to give effect to the provisions of this Act in regard 
to the holding of the first general elec tion referred to in sub-section (7) 
and in regard to any matter incidental and ancilliary thereto.” 

Sir, this is merely a consequential amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
ill clause 22 (2), in line 2, for the word “triennially” tlie words “every 
fifth year” be substituted. 

My idea is to give a longer lea.se to the municipalities. It may be 
done every third time if you think that de.sirable. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that 
in (dause 22 (2), in line 2, for tlie word “triennially” the words “every 
fourth year” be sub.stituted. 

My motion is to make it every fourth year. It is meant to increase 
the life of initnicipalities. 

The Hon’blt Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am 
prepared to accept the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 
I, therefore, oppose the amendment moved by Babu Kishori Mohan 
Ohaudhuri. 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Dr. Nareah Chandra Sea Qupta was pat and ag tas d to. 
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Dr. AIHILYA RATAN CHOtt: Sir, I beg to mote that in elauae 
22 in line 2, after the word **day8** the worde and houra 

of polling” be in^»erted. 

The reason for luy moving this anieudment is obviuim* that 

unleHs the places and hours of {Killing be made known to the public, 
the rate-payers will be put to considerable difficulty. The llon'ble 
Minister is, perhaps, aware of the order which the liocal Government 
passed .some time bai k in res|iect of a certain municipality. Inhere was 
a sharp difference of opinion lietween that tuuni(‘ipulit\ and (iovernment. 
An ttp])eal was nuole to the Lnal Government to ( Itange the places of 
polling as they were not suitable. On the other hand, the c hairman 
of the munic ipality was armed with the opinion of the AdvcK’ate (cenertil, 
and therefore it was u great disadvantage to Government to g«c against 
the opinion of their own Advcnate (ieneral. The matter had ultimately 
to be .settled by was of a compnunise. After tliat, tlie Loc'ul Govern- 
ment addres.sed all the niunirijmlities to give their opinion on the 
subject, and I understand that several opinions were receivcnl and the 
(iovernment want to make a rule whic h i.s not yet done would be 
achieved by accepting the amendment. 

Sir, in order to obviate any difficulticvs m the future, I propose that, 
as this Hill is going to be enac ted, these words be incdr|MJratc*d in the 
new Ac t. 

The Ho«*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir. I riMc to 

ojipose the amcuulinent moved by Dr. Ainulya Hataii Gliose. It is not 
uec'essarv to put in these words into the Act in view of the rule-imikiiig 
jMcwers provided lor in section 42 (h). Such details should c’ome under 
the rule-making jiower. 

The motion of J)r. Amulya Ilatan Gliosc* was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The cpiestion i» that clause 22, as ameiidcMl by 
the (’ouncil, stand jiart of the Hill. 

ABJottmiiient. 

The (Niuncil was then adjourned till d p.m., on Wedneoday, the 
17th day of August. 11^2, at the Council House, (*alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions cS the Government of India Act. 

Tiik Council met in the Counc il Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 17th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr, J*re»i(leiit (the Hoii’hle Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
DHURi, KT., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 113 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were gnren) 

Oaooitiss and thefts under the Jurisdiction of Cournadi, BakarganJ. 

*95. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Polit e Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in recent years the nuinher of dncoities and thefts under 
the jurisdiction of police-station (lournadi in the distric t of Rakarganj 
has increased P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mo 
Mr. R. N. Reid): No. The nundier of dacoities and thefts f(‘r the 
years 1930-32 is given below: — 

Daroitii'H. Thefts. 

1930 . . . . 2 28 

1931 .. 7 1.5 

1932* .. 3 12 

* ending 30th June.) 

Qommluiom appointed by the Subordinate Judges and Muntif^ 
Alipore. 

*8S. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay <» the 
table a statement showing separately for each of the vears 1930 and 
IWl-^ 

(i) the number of c'ommissions appointed to examine absent wit- 
nesses issued from the Subordinate Judges’ and the Mundfa* 
courts, Alipore (24-Parganas) ; 
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(it) the number of pleader-commieeionen appointed for theee com- 
missions; 

(m) the names of pleaders who have got more than one commission P 

MEMBER in oharg^ of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (ttio HoiPM 
Mr. R. N. Rfid): (i^ m in 1930 and 117 in 1931. 

(it) 76 in 1930 and 78 in 1931. 

(Hi) A statement is laid on the table. 


Slatffnefii referred to in the anmi^r to chv^fr (Hi) of fttnrrrd qvrMtion So, 86, 
Names of plf.ai)krs wim <;ot more than one commission. 


In HKtO. 

1. Uahu Swir Kutiuir Hoy. 

2. Huhu Nuth l'«l. 

3. Habu Anil (’hundra I>o. 

4. liAbti Akahoy Kuiniu- SarkAr. 

6, Babti Kainondm Nath ()ho«h. 

(L IJnbu (’hitU Hanjiui Seu. 

7. Maulvi liahuticjtn 

5. B«bu Nrijw'mlr» (^uitiilra 

9. Kabu Anil (‘liamira Roy diofftlhury. 

10. Babu rrafulla Omndra GIkmIi. 

11. Babu Ii*bindra Nath Bhattacharjot*. 

12. Babu Dhirandra Nath I.Ahtn. 

13. B«bu Narendrm Chan<lra Sen. 

14. Babu Fakir C^hatvlra Haider. 

15. Batni Bhtipendra Nath Glioah. 

15, Balni Knahna Nath Bone. 

17. Babu Buail Kumar Batterjee. 

15. Maulvi M. A. Kaahid. 

19. Natdvi Nurul Hade. 

Ml Matihri Ma la« » a ro Alt 
21. Balm Durga Cbanm Roy. 


In 1931. 

1 Babu Hinir Kumar Boy 

2 Balm Dhirendni Nath l*i»t 

3 Babu Am! tliamlm |)e. 

4. Babu Akalioy Kumar Karkar. 

5. Babu Bamendra Natb (ihoah. 
fl. Babu (*}utta Banjan Sen. 

7. Babu Kahttudi (Tiandra Glwiah. 

M Babu Brafulta (3windra Olaiah. 

U. Babu rarlmti Kankar Baae. 

10. Balm Uhirendra Nath Lahtri, 

1 1. Babu Ana«it C'haran H<ni. 

12. Babu Hirendra Nath (Ihoah. 

13. Babu Bata Kriahna Ban««rjm). 

14. Maulvi M. «av*Ml TowIhvmI. 

15. Babu Sumah (’handra Bluuira 
15. Balm Kinii Bhuaan liageht. 

17. Babu JaUndra Mulian MukJh«ir;}e«. 
IS. Babu Dimwh Chandra Hanyal. 

19. Babu BrafuUa (Tiandra Bkitraa. 

20. Balm SanUiah Kumar Roy. 

21. Babu Harat Chandra Ohatak. 

22. jj^bu Hyama Faria Majumdar. 

21. Maulvi Abul Kanaarn. 


24. Maulvi Mohammad Htmin 
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Eiaotrocardiologioal Dafiartiiitnt of tho Modioal Collego, Caloiitta. 

*S7. Srijut TAd BAHADUR BINCH: (a) Is the Hon*hle Minister 
in f;harg<* of the J/xal SelMioveninieut Department aware — 

(t) that ihe Electrorardiolog^ical Department of the Medical 
Colleg-e, Calcutta, has no specialist to interpret the electro- 
card io^jra ins; and 

(ii) that patients from other provinces have to go back after treat- 
ment without a specialist’s opinion? 

(h) Are the Government considering (he desirability of obtaining 
any honorary specialist to interpret the electrocardiograms for the 
lienefit of the j»ublic like other departments such as ear, nose, throat, 
X’ray and tuberculosis depaHinents? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) Government have m» inf{»rmation. 

(h) The interpretation of electrcxardiogranis is a matter for the 
physicians of the hospital in charge of eai h l ase and not for a spei ialist 
in electrof’ard’ological work. 


Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform us whether or not a spe» ialist electrocardiologist will 
interpret electrocardiograms iietter than an ordinary pliysician? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have nothing 
further to add to what is given in answer 


Elootrooardiologioal operator. 

«SS. SHJUt TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: With reference to tho 
reply given to clause (ff) of unstarred f]uestion No. 1U9 at the Council 
meeting held on the 31st March, 1932, will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the I^^al Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
what decision, if any, has been arrived at to improve the M*ale of pay 
of the present operator? 

Tho NoiPbio Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl It has been 

decided not to improve the scale of pay. 
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M MMdMf KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJIl WiU the Hoa’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the wale of pay of the present 
operator P 

The Hoii’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I think it is 
Rs. 150. 


Khulfii Dittrict MU 

*SS. BNHi SUK LAL hag* (o) Will the ilon'ble Meinl)er in 
charge of the Political (Jails! Department 1 k» pleased to state — 

ti) what if. the noniiai capacity for the accotnino^lution of criminal 
• prisoner** in the Khulna District Jail; 

(it) whether the sann* was ever exceeded during January and Feb- 
ruaiy, 19;i2; 

(ill) what was the largest numl>er on any day; 

(iv) what was the minimum number on any day; and 

(r'l what arrangements, if any, were made to aciommodate the 
extra numl>er of prisoners? 

yh) What is the capacity of wanls .\o«. V and VI of the said Jail? 

(r) W hat was (he number of inmates in these wards on the nist 
JanuarN, 19.1;;? 

(</) 1h it a fact (hat a prayer for an additional light in these wards 
was reporteil to the (Joveriirneiit ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that under the rules in force, convicted and 
uiidertrial prisoners are not to l>e kept in the same ward? 

(/) If so, why were not these rules olwierved in (he Khulna Jail in 
Januar>* and February, 19.12? 

(g) Is the Hon'ble Memlier aware that Wh convicted and under- 
trial prisoners are accommodated in the same ward in the Khulna 
Jail? 

(h) If no, on iiow many .lay. naa (hia done in January and Fal>> 

niary, 1932? 


MEMIER in oharct of POLITICAL (MILE) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Mooblo Elf Prtvotli ClmnEof Miltof)s ia) (.) 168 jAus 42 a* nrerEow 

accommoilation. 

(t*7 Yat. 

(iu) 276. 

(iv) 191. 
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(v) The excess prisoners were distributed in the different wards. 

(b) No. V— 18 
No. VI-~22. 

(c) 33 and 40 respectively. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) For want of accommodation. 

(ff) Yes. 

(h) This was necessary on roost of the days of those two months. 


Elaotrooardiogniph. 

*90. Srijut TAil BAHADUR SINGH: (o) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of tlu* Tyocul Sclf-dovernmcnt Department aware that the 
instrument of elect rocardiog-raph is of ^rreat service in guiding and 
regulating treatment as well as in diagnosis of the diseases of the heart? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the altinnative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of having a seiwrate wanl for the heart 
sjieoialist by whom patients may l>e treatml with the help of electro- 
cardiognnn ? 

The Hon'bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) A scheme is under iirejxirution for the reorganisation of the 
Elect rocardiographic Section, and the best method of utilising the 
instninient wWl be determined in that connection. 


Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the scheme that is under preparation will be 
given effect toP 


Tha HoiPbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In view of the 

present financial difficulties, it is difficult to say. 


Maiilvi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that for want of an Elect roi'ardiographic Section patients are suffering 
great haniship? 


TIm HaiPMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Thai is not my 

informaiioD. They are not suffering. 
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Mililvi SYEO MAJID BAKSHs Ig the Hon 4)16 Minuter awnrt 
that go far as tliseaseg of heart are concerned, the want of an electro- 
cardiograph instrument hamperg the treatment of such diseases? 


The Hon’bltt Mr, BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs There is no want 

of this instrument. There is an in.stniment in the Medical College, 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: How is that instrument being used 
in the preparation of electiXH'ardiographs? 

Tha Hofi*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Hy the physiciaat 

in a proper manner. 

Analysts of water of the |ute mills in PuMio Health Department 

•SI. BMhi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Ilon ble 
Minister in charge of the Uk uI Self-t Government Deiwrtmefit l»e plenaeil 
to state whether it is n fait that the waters of the jute mills, under 
the Indian .lute Mills AssiM ialioii, are being analysed regularly in the 
Public Health IViMrtinent Lalxmitory for the last mx yiMirs? 

(h) If so, is the analysis laung done deiairt men tally or hy temiiorary 
arrungement through the Association? 

(c) Will the llou’hle Minister In'* plwised to state whether the 
question of making the establishment |xTnianent has l^een conmdered? 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, when it is likely to 
be considered ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl (a) Yes. 

(6) Hy a teui|»orar}' arrangement with the Indian .lute Mills Asio- 
dation. 

(r) No. 

(d) Future arrangements cannot be form^ast. 

Balm SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (d), w'hy these arrangementa 
cannot be forecast? 

Tlw HoiPblf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: T nless the Tuta 
Mills Association romes to a permanent arrangement with Govemmeiit, 
OoTemment cannot place it on a permanent basts. 
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Rai Raluulur KESHAB CHANDRA BANER^IS What is the 

arrangement made with the Indian Jute Mills Association? 


The Hofi*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They contribute 
a portion of the cost. 


Detany Fanindra Kumar Daa. 

•92. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the IVditicul Department be pleasiMl to state whether it is a fact that 
one Fanindra Kumar Das, a detenu, at present hKlgeil in the Uajshahi 
Central Jail, has been suffering from some sort of ailment in his eyee 
since his arrest at Midna|K>re on the 30th Aiwil, 1932, in c^onnection 
w'ith the Douglas murder (‘nse? 

(/i) Is it also a fact that the matter was brought to the notice of 
the IX'puty Secretary' to the (rov«‘riiment of Bengal, Political Deport- 
ment, bv a |K‘tition, dated the 23itl June, 1932? 

(c) If so, what steiw have the Government taken for the proper 
treatment of his eyes? 

((f) If no action has l)een taken up till now, are the Govemment 
considering the desiralulity of having his eyes exarnimyl and treated 
by an eye-sjwcialist ? 

MEMBER in oliM'ge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hoffi’Me 
Mr. R. N. Reid), (o) and (h) Yes. 

(c) On the recommendation of the Civil Surgeon. Goveniment have 
already [mssed oixlers for the examinatiim of this detenu by a local 
optician. 

((/) Does not arise. 

Rii Sehib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Will the HoiCble Member be 
pleased to state whether there is any eye-specialist in Kajshahi? 

Ttli Hoil*blt Mr. R. N. REID: I a«k for notice. 

Mr* R. MAITI: With reference to answer (c), will the Hon'blt 
Member l>e pleased to state when the order was passed by Government 
for the examination of the eyes of the detenu? 


Th$ HilPblt Mr. R. II. REID: I must ask for notico. 
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Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAt Oom the fion'hle Member 
want US to uniterstnnfl that a disease of the eye ran be treated by an 
optician instead of by an eye-si)ecialist? 


Th# Hon'bla Mr. R. N. REIDt It depends on the nature of the 
disease. 


Detenu Akhil Chantfra Mahaianabit. 

*M. Mauivi HAUAN ALI: \,i) Will lilt' IliJirhle MoiiiU*r in 

charjr« of (he Politirnl Dejxirtinent he pleaf«e<l tt» ntate \vlu*n^ dtUeuu 
Akhil C'handni Mahai anul)i*< of villai^'e KaNalgaon, |hw( oHic'e Huhea, 
district Dinajjmr. is ItMigtal at present y 

(b) Is the ITon’lde MemlM*r aware— 

{i) that tlu* family of the detenu ('onsist.*< tif one son. a youn^r lK>y 
of r.^ years old, tw(» younger daugliters and one old mother; 
and 

(ii) that there is ntt other earning ineinlM>r tt> sij|>|KUt (110111!" 

(r) If the answer to ih) is in the atfiimative, will (h<* lltm’hle 
MemlH*r he pleastnl to state what piovisioiiN have U‘en imule fttr the 
maintenafiee of the family of the said ihdeiiu 

The Hofi’Me Mr.' R. N. REID: (o), {ft) anil (< ) (ftoeinnouit am 
not [uepiml to suiijily infonmition on the.se matters. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Ih.inde Member 
Im* pleased to state why (io\eriiiiieiit are n<»t prepared to supply iiifor- 
mat ion as regauls {In and 

The Hon’ble Mr« R« N. REID: The information will invcdve certain 
imitiiries into the private e*»neerris of theiw* persons and it is not tha 
practice of Cfovernnient to supply infonnatioii on such private inatfen. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it a fait that tba 
HotiTile MeniWr does not want to give an opportunity to (he Houm 
to rectify mistakes on the part of the Government? 


Tilt Mr. R. N. RiiOs That does not arise out of my answers 
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Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if lie is prepared to supply information on this 
point with a view to enable the House to rectify mistakes on the part 
of the Government? 


The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: Tt is not the business of the Legis- 
lative Council to rectify the mistakes of Government. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is it the business of the 
Ijegislative Council to perpetuate the mistakes made by the Govern- 
ment? 

(No answer.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the Hon’ble Memlier to say whether he 
is prepared to give the answer in more iletail. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Six. are not the members 

of this House entitled to move a vote of censure c'r a motion for a cut 
in pay against the Hon’ble MemWr for his refusal to answer the 
question ? 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE; Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if Governmei»t is already in possession of information 
with regard to question (b)? 


Thd Hon’blf Mr. R. N. REID. Tliey have information. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Then how is it that he said 
a few minutes ago that (Tovernment are not ]>repared to obtain infor- 
mation? 

Tht NOfl’bIt Mr. R. N. REID: 1 never said that. I said that Gov- 
ernment are not prepared to supply such information to the House. 


Mauivi HA88AN ALIS Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to ^ 
•tate whether any provision has been made by Government for the 
maintenance of the family of the detenu? 

TIM HonHrtt Mr. R. N. REID: I have already said that GoTemmenl 

are not prepared to supply all this information. 
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AltoMfioM to Mimis. 

•94. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble 
Member in chargpe of tbe I'olitii'iil l)t*iiorlinent Ih' pleased to state— 

(i) what is the dietary allowam e now iMjinsr given to d^tenue— 

(1) in Bengal, and 

(j?) outside Bengtil, and 

(u) what wa« the dietary allowance given to dtdeniis during the 
years 1924. 1927, i9d0 and 1931— 

(/) in Bengal, 

(2) outside Bengali 

(b) Is it a fact that some months ago the dietary allowanci* was 
reduced by nearly 50 |H*r cent, ‘f 

(c) If so, what was the allowance (i) prior to nMluction, and 
(u) after nMluction? 

The H0fl*ble Mr. R. N. REID: t/i). (b) and (c) (Jovernment are 
not jire|mred to s\ippl\ .mu'h details as are ask<Ml for in (a) and (r) of 
the (piestion, but it is a fa<‘t that the allow'unces have Immui rtMluriMl 
recently, though not by as much as 50 fs^r cent. Tliese allowances, 
which are based on ex|ierienc‘e of actual C4»stM, are subjtH’t to n'vision 
fn>m time to time. ITiey also vary' according tt> the jdace of confine- 
ment, and the local (iwt of living. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE: Will the llon’ble MeinW 

b© prepared without giving <Ietails to state what are the princijdes on 
which these reductions are made? 

TIm Hofl’bM Mr. R. N. REID: It is on the experience of actual 
coats. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEEl What is the prcnedur© 
adopted — who takes the initiative and who passes orders? 

Tilt Hofi’hl« Mr. R. N. REID: (fovemment takes the initiative and 
€k>vernnient passes orders on the merits of each rase. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERdEEs What U meant by Govern- 
mentf Does it mean the llon’ble Member himself? 

Tilt Mtli*Mt Mr. R. N. RSIO; GoTemment is Government, 1 am 
not Government. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKEWEE: Are such reductions nifcde 
as a measure of disc'iplinar^* acliou? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERdEE: Has Government received 
any representation from the persons affected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if the allowances of certain detenus of the jWham- 
pore detention camp have l>een reduced as a measure of punishment? 

The Hon’bte Mr. R. N. REID: Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Procasa-sarvart* badgat. 

41. Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: (a) Is the Hon ble Memb«»r 

in charjre of the Judicial Department aware 

{0 that ut present the process-vserver.s of diflferent districts have to 
use different kinds of bailees; and 

(it) that the process-servers of Dacca. Nadia, Midnapore, Bakar- 
^anj and certain other districts have been }>ermitled to wear 
a very decent kind of hadfre prepared at their own cost? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
Member lie pleased to state the reasons why this privilege baa bean 
denied to the pitness-servers of other districts? 


Tht Hiil'bit Mr« R. M. REID: li), di) and (b) Th» membw is 

referred to the answer given to the onstarred question No. 24 asked by 
Mauivi Hassan Ali at the current session. 
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42. lla«M ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meiulter in charjre of the I’olitical Depurtmeiit be )ileiised to 
siaXe — 

(i) whether there in a list of approveil newsimpers to whirh Gov- 
emmeut adveiiisements are sent ; and 

iii) whether it is a fact that the list is revised, from time to time)' 

(6) If the answer to w) is in the affirmative, will the Hoii’hle 
Meml)er he pleased to state the princijde followed in includin>r and ex- 
cluding names in and from the list)^ 

TheHon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: {a) ii) and (i/) Yes. 

{b) Newspapei's are generall\ imludeil in the approved l^t if they 
have a fair circulation and their tone is considered to U* unohject ion- 
able by Government. 


GOVERNMENT BILL.. 

[The di.M us-,iun on the Heiigal Municipal Bill, was then 

resumed. ] 

Chnme 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA* I beg to move that clause 
22 A Im? omitted. 

Sir, the House will notice that thi.s ilause was not in existence in 
the Hill as it was presented to the House, It was added in the Select 
Committee and the House will pndiahly he interested to note that in 
the Bengal Ixs-al Self-fiovernment Bill, which was introduced in the 
Tjegislative Council, a similar clause did exist and the Select Committee 
which had to deal with the mutter and which was )Hohaps larger and 
nrare repiesentative of the House rejiorted against the retention of the 
clause. It will thus he seen that so fai as the Bengal IxkhI Self-(fov- 
emment Bill is concerned, the Seb*<t Committee recommends that there 
fthimld he no provision asking for de]w>sit from candidates, whereas the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Municipal Bill recommends fliat there 
ihould be a clause asking the candidates to make a de|Kisit of Its. UK), 
which deposit is liable to be forfeited under certain circumstances. 
Well, 51**, I consider this aa one of several devices to put a spoke into 
th# aeheme for giving a larger measure of control to the peofde at large 
in municipal matters — a principle upon which the Hon*hte Minister 
when introducing the Bill laid considert Me emphaaii. 
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It means that persons who are not in a position to risk the loss of 
Rk. 10() must not venture to come forward and contest elections. The 
principle is bused upon un apprehension, which is no doubt so founded 
to a certain extent upon experience, that there may be frivolous candi- 
dates who are not serious about <;ontesting seats and this clause is design- 
ed for the purpose of preventing such candidates coming forward and 
making elections complicated. With regard to this I shall only say 
this ; Candidates who are not serious are ordinarily put forward for one 
or two reasons. There are candidates, who stand for election, l)ecau8e 
they have been set up by another candidate in order to deprive a third 
candidate of some votes. SupjioHe A and B are candidates for an elec- 
tion. A finds that B has a nunil>er of v<>tes which may make hie/ posi- 
tion |)re<‘aiioUH and he would get hold of another candidate, C, who 
might capt\tre some of ICk votes. This is one of the ways in which 
friv(doUH candidates are jmt up. There is another way in which most 
of these frivolous contests are made. If tliere is a rich man who stands 
as a candidate, he might spend a lot of money over his candidature. 
A man who has un eye t<» business inight get a nomination, only just 
to 8<|ueeKe some money out of the other candidates as the cost of his 
retirement. These are the cases in which candidates may be frivolously 
put u]>, but these are cases in which the necessity of depositing Rs. 100 
is no deterrent. If a candidate thinks that by standing as a candidate 
he can sipieeze out some money from his adversary, he will do so at the 
risk of losing Rs. 100 as dejxmit money. If a candidate has been set 
up by another candidate for the jiurpose of dividing votes, there again 
that gentleman would he obliging enough to put in Rs. 100 and, ordi- 
narily speaking, there would be no difficulty alxuit this. But what this 
sei'tion will prevent is the candidature of ]>ersonR who are not rich 
enough to risk a loss of Rs. 100 and who may, all the same, be a very 
<lesi table candidate. If y(»u run over the list of candidates who stood 
for election t(» the Bengal Legislative (\uincil in the past and had their 
deposit money forfeited, you will find that they were not necessarily 
the least deserving caiidiiluteH. not necessarily candidates who ought not 
to have stood as candidates at all. I think the same story will be told 
in the case of the municipalities also. The perscms whom you are 
shutting out hy this provision would very often lie found to be persons 
most worthy to lie elected. T would ask the Rouse to put out of their 
mind the cases of municipalities like those of Howrah, Dacca or other 
big places, but to think of the very’ small municipalities that we have, 
a long string of whose names the Hon’ble Minister has repeated here 
more than once. Think of those small municipalities in village areas 
where jiersons are not rich, and iiersons who would he able to risk the 
loss of Rs. 100 are comparatively rare. Think of those muniripalitiei 
and what would happen there, to poor but deserving candidates, who 
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oaght to be on tbe municipality to give it proper direction, cnndidatea who 
might poeflibly look forward with noiue confidence to get the votes of the 
electors by virtue of sheer worth. Those candidates will be absolutely 
shut out, for Rs. 100 may seem to lie a very small sun* to, many of ua 
here, but it is not a small simi^ to the vast majority of the |>eople out- 
side. For these reasons I say that tluN clause will not shut out those 
candidates who may really l>econ)e a nuisance, but it will hhut <»ut can- 
didates whom the people want to Im* on the municipality. ^Vith regard 
to the fortunes of elections, it is \ery difficult to fonnuist what would 
happen. A candidate may put forward his name with the l)est of hona 
fidet and with a reasonable chance of success at the start, but the result 
of canvassing in the meantime may turn the game so far against him 
that he may not be able to secure even the minimum of votes for him 
to get back his deposit money. These are facts which cannot l>e 
denied, if you analyse the experience of the elections to the l/egislative 
Council; but apart from anything else I submit that it ought not he the 
object of a municipality to shut out the poor from assmuation in the 
municipal administnition. Poverty is no crime nor even a diHCpialifi- 
cution, for taking a reasonalde part in municipal administration. Hy 
putting in this clause \ou want to brand the )H)or man as a person who 
is not capable of taking his share; you are taking away from him a pri- 
vilege an<l denying the electois a (‘ommisHioner acceptable to them. It 
may after all 1 h' tlmt he will not possibly lie returned as a commissioner, 
Imt nevei tlieless uni are keeping him out lieiause lie is not ri«h enough 
to risk the loss of 11 s. 100; that is what the clause comes to. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 must oppose the motion of 
my friend Di. Sen (fuptu. The realms that he has given lor omitting 
this clause are, in my submission, just the reasons for the retention of 
the <*lause. Apart fnnn the personnel of the Sele4-t f’ommittee on this 
Bill, of which Dr. Sen (inpta wa'. not u inemlM*r, having lK*en such as 
to have taken this clause into this Bill, whereas in the case of the (»ther 
Bill. I mean the fxK'ul Self-fiovemiiient Bill, this was omitted, that is 
absolutely no reason to justify Dr. Sen Gupta when he says (hat this 
clause w’ill not jireveiit undesirable men or men who are nof really 
serious candidates, from coining forw*ard as candidates. I lieg to differ 
from him and I think that the provision for de|K>Kit of Rs. HHt for can- 
didature will certainly go a long way to prevent, if not all, at least 
the majority of men who are not serious but put forward the candi- 
dftlure only in order to stpieeite out some money from the richer can- 
didates. As for his ground that it will prevent a poor man from stand- 
ing aa a candidate, well, if he is a deserting one, he will somehow be 
able urfind out the dejmsit money. My friend has said that if you look 
at the Hat of persons who forfeited their deposit money in the case of 
electron to the Bengal liegi*lative Council, you will find names of great 
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eminence and namen of men who are desirable members of a Legisla- 
tive Council. I dare say, we would ; but the question is not whether a 
man is a very deserving man in himself ; the question is whether the 
electors, those who are exercising their franchise, have any confidence 
in him. We all know the history of election in other countries where 
a man even like (lladstone had lost his elections. But that does not 
mean that Mr. Gladstone w'as not a desirable man. It means that at 
that j»eriod at least the electors thought that they would have nothing 
to do with him. So far as his jwM)r and deserving man is concerned, 
iny friend forgets that this is an election hy municipal voters, and if 
there are a cr)n8iderable hody of men who desire to liave this desirable 
poor man as their representative, nothing would prevent them from 
putting their hands in their po<*kets temporarily and .sulwcrihing Its. 5 
©a<’h. If there are 20 such men, Its. ]00 could be easily found just to 
have this candidate go through. (A voice: But it would he charity.) 
It is not a (piestion of forfeiture nf»r a (piestion of charity. It is not a 
question of charity if 20 voters wlw) want a p<[M)r man to l>e their (can- 
didate Huhscrihe Its. 5 each as deposit, to he got hack as wwn as the elec- 
tion is over. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: There are hardly 
any such men in union boards. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: We are n(»t discussing union 
hoards and I submit that my friend Khan Bahatlur Momin with his 
past exi)erience in this mutter will agree that in every municipality 
there are certainly hundreds of men who would he able to pay R«. 5 
each; it is not even a (piestion of paying Its. !): it is simply a temporary 
de|K>sit and I submit there i** ahsolutely no reason why a salutary prin- 
ciple like this, which has l>een enihodied in the Bengal legislative 
(\)uncil Electoral Uules as well as in the t^ilcutta Municipal Act and 
other Acts, should not find a pliu*e in this Bill. 

Mauivi TAMI2UDDIN KHAN: I whole-henHedly siipjmrt the 
amendment of Dr. Sen Gupta. This amendment seeks to omit clause 
22 A of the Bill, Tlause 22A is to my mind one of the retrograde 
ineasurt^ which have found place in the Bill. It is a rich man’s 
measure and an undemocratic measure too, that has been embodied in 
the Bill. Sir. there is no gainsaying the fact that this clause, if passed 
into law, will prevent .some iindesi rabies from coming forward as can- 
didates 08 commissioners, hut it will also keep out very many 
desirables. 

With your permission, Sir, I would narrate one of my own experi- 
ences. When I was a junior pleader I had the misfortane or good for- 
tune to stand as a candidate for eWtion in a small municipality. My 
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total expense was not more than Hs. 25, but if 1 had to dejiosit a sum 
of Rs. 100, I frankly confess (hat I would not have been in a position 
to stand at all. Such is the [lOKition of very many {lersons who stand 
as candidates, e»[>ecially in small municipalities. Mr. Basu has said 
that it is very* likely that several electors will com© forwanl to dejM>sit 
money for the sake of the candidate who is popular with them. I am 
afraid Mr. Basil, when he says so, is moiiii^ in an “rtopiu”. We 
have some experience of .small niunici{ialities and we ran eonfidently 
say it is \erv dillii ult to find j>ersons there who will udvanee any money 
for the sake of a camlidate who is jiopulur with them; I think Mr. 
Basil’s ex[)erience also will tell him that it is so. On the contrary, 
the truth is that it is the electors who have j^-ot to he paid legally or 
illej^ally rather than that electors sh‘>uld pay for their caiididutes. 
Therefore, I think that this amendment whieh w'as not in the orifrinal 
Bill is a retrograde measure liud as such should not find place in the 
statute. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: I regret very much that J can ajriee neilhei 
with Dr. Naresh (’handra Sen thipta nor with Maulvi Tami»uddin 
Khan. A paid deal has been said alxuit the fact that this is a retro- 
^nuie ineasute anil tluit it debars poor men from conteHtintr seats in the 
miuiii ipality, Imi. as has been said hy my friend Mr. Hasu, the ipiestion 
of dejiositiii^f Its. 100 is neither an ex]>enH<» nor a loss to the candidate. 

p.m. 

It has been said, I think, by Dr. Naresh ('handra Sen (iii|>fa that 
there is the risk of forfeiture. The fpiii^tion is that while a rich man 
can stand a loss Its. 100 a i^ior man cannot, but I want to know 
what is the risk in dejHwitiiijr the amount. The ijuestion is not which 
cundidatt' is desirable and whic h <*andidate i* not desirnlde. I'he «|uefi- 
tioii to he considered hy every pro»f)ective candidate is whether h© has 
n reasonable chanc e of succ ess or not ; if. c-omincmly sjieakiii^', any man 
hits a reasonable* c hance* of sureess iit an fdcM’tion hy any amount of 
canvussinjiT, In* should neO fail to sc*c’iins 10 |»c*r cent, even of therwordwl 
vote. If a |M*rsoii fails to e|(» that. I think no sensible man will say 
that he had any n*»ttsonahle c hance* 4»f suc*ci*sm. There is, however, one 
dii^ndvantajTi*. It hiM lKM*n said that desinihh»s are to lie shut out. 1 
do not admit it. I can well understand that many able men, men 
whose prescMic e either in the iiinnie ijMilily or on the legislature is viwy 
much not only desinible but veiy us<*fiil, ha%’e lieen defeated at (he 
polls or havi» lost the security money, hut the questhm is not that by 
fomoving this provisiem you ran gel these* gentlemen eleHed simply 
becatis© of their <(ualifirations or their imefulness in the House; but 
tba question is that you have to look at the other pointa of view. A* 

to 
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we know, at an election a large number of people put in their namee, 
one propoeee and another aecondg with the result that many candidatee 
geek election and a fair number of votes go to those candidates who 
come forward more for the sake of fun than seriously and some votes 
go to such candidates. If this sort of peojde did not stand for elec- 
tion, the votes recorded in their favour would have gone to the most 
{)opulaT candidates. Therefore, 1 think it is desirable that in the 
system of democracy there should l)e some sort of check on such per- 
sons as are not serious or have not any reasonable chance of being 
elected from coming forward as candidates. There are other reasons, 
Sir. If I w'ant to stand as a candidate for election, I cnn set up some 
friends from some (|uurlers as candidates simply for the purjiose of 
dividing the vott»s and making my line clear, but this provision will 
prevent such practice. I do not agree with my friends, Mv. N. K. Basu, 
that Voters vill MiliscriW and ptiy the depf>sit money, but I can sav that 
if a iiuin is really worth his salt, and he is actually unable to pa>’ the 
deposit money, I think he will have friends in the municipality who 
will not risk the money but will only lend it t<> him for a few days. 
Ah regards the |K»int whether it is desirable or not, I do not know, but 
this much I know that some of my friends have, on many occasions,, 
de|)Osited the security money and I have stood ns a (‘nndidate for this 
Legislative Council since 1910. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY; Sir, I am sorrv’ to oppi>se this 
amendment of I>r. Nnresh ('hiindni Sen (liiptu. The principle of 
deposit has been acce|>teil for the Is'gislative Council and also for the 
liegi.slative Assembly. We all know what big constituencies the l^egis- 
Intive Assembly have. Tn the case of Muhammadans two or more divi- 
sions are added togi^ther and for non-Muhammadans each division is 
generally a constituieiicy and for the IjegisliitivH Council in 8<wne 
cases we have got tw’o districts combined as a constituency. In the 
case of luunicijMilities generally, there are wards which are small areas 
and candidates know* l)eforehand what rhaiu-e they have of standing 
as a candidate. It i.s only just and pro|)er that, in onler to shut out 
all frivolous and w'hat w^e may call bogus candidates, there should be 
some deposit paid by really ftorm fide candidates who have a chance of 
being elected. As I have already said, the area of a ward in a muni- 
cipality is insignificant, perhaps one square mile or at the most two 
square miles, and voters are generally known to most of the candi- 
dates. But I must say in this connection that the Hon*ble Minister 
might consider the hardship regarding smaller municipalities and J 
hope he will consider any amendments by which in the ra.se of smaller 
municipoiities the amount of deposit might be reduce<l. ^ With thee^ 
few words, I oppose the amendment. 



aOTERNMKIfT BILL* 


lit 


TN Hoil-M Mr. BI^BY MIAiAD ilNCH BOYt 8ir, I tim to 
this jiuieudmeiit. The tu-^imente advaowHl by Or. Nuiesh 
Gk^dra Sen Uupto really nupport the catie for a deposit and not for 
dotng away with it. As he haa himself |)ointed out, thi# deftoaii ia 
maaiit to discourage bogus candidates l>eing set up or to {advent men 
who want to make some mone^' from the elections from coming forward 
as candidates, I am, however, prepared to accept the iimeudmeuta 
Kos. 468 to 464 which will meet the case of poor municijarlitir^ which 
Dr. Sen (lupta mentionetl. But I think that this provision will rather 
iWtveiit pct>ple from standing only for the sake of dividing tin* votes or 
for making money out of the eb^tions and that is a thing which 
should be discouragwl. As rt'gards dt*servitig candidates, we must not 
forget Ihc fact that if a man is rt'ally d«»«er\ing, he is ceniiinlv known 
in his own locality, to wch an<! every voter. If he is wanU!f! by the 
fieople of his IcKality, then> is not much chance of his deposit money 
being forfeited. I know of munici{sii commissioners who have Wn 
standing and have l)een eli^ttMl for ipiurler of a century: then when^ is 
the room for apprehension that it will shut out di'serving rantli<lales ^ 
I>r. Sen (hipta’s arguments are, thereft>re. riMilly in supf¥»rt of increasing 
the de|)osit and not for d(nng away with it. Sir, it has Ikhmi said that 
it is an undemo<Tatic ami n^trograde measure, but in all democratio 
(M)unfries, in England and on the continent, there is this system of 
de|)osit and this system of deposit has ls»en introduced in the l/<'gisln- 
live (\)uncil and the Ii«»gislHtive Assembly and I dare say it has not 
causes! any hardship to any one. As I have said, then^ is not much 
cl amt- of tin* imnii'v Isung forfeitml. It in not an ex|iendituie but 
merely a <leposit. However, for the sake of providing for jssuvr inuni"> 
cipjditit^s, I would nither accept the amendments Nos. 46H to 464 if 
(hat will satisfy the mover. 


The motion of Dr. Nart^h Chandru Sen Dupta was then put and n 
division taken w'ith the following rrsiuli: — 


AYIt. 


Ali, MaiMvi Himm. 

•afeali. MMtvi tystf HajM. 

•Mrli, Hr. r. 

eiHuitfiiari, Sate Kitteri MaSaii. 
e Sao tf S ar y, Maalvl Narai Atear. 
Cte wStery, Haji Stei A S a n g. 
rsAaltaS. Maalvi MiiteaiBMig, 

ASttii, Or. Aaiatya OatM. 

Ws s te , ssaii oategor Maalvi Atitat 
Massif Kan taigatel. 

M gw ala , Maalvi Mateaaaag. 

Mws Mr. A. K. 


Ktea, Kteit Oaliagar Maalvi Masosai Alt 
Kliaa, Maalvi Taaiitaggia. 

Maiaia, Ktea oaSagar Mateaifaag AMal. 
Mallitk, Mr. Mataaga Saliary. 

Sateum, Maalvi Afiiar. 

Oatetaa, Mr. A. r. M. Atear. 
say, Sate Oaat ter a Narayaa. 

Say, Mr* SSaati SlitfiteiwMMr. 

Naat Sate M aw ai . 

•aaiag, Maalvi Ateat. 

SM Oapta. Or. NarMS C Sa te r a * 
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AfiAl, Nawabiada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Armttranf, Mr. W. L. 

Austin, Mr. J. M. 
saiifh, Maulvi thaih Rahim. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Batlabh. Rai Bahadur Dtbandra Nath. 
Banarii, Rai Bahadur Ktthab Chandra. 
Batir uddin, Khan iahib Maulvi 
Mohammad. 

Batu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Birhmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Bom, Mr. t. M 

Chaudhuri, Or. Jogandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
muxzaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Naftzur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi lyad Oaman Haidar. 
Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Coppingar, Major-Oanaral W. V. 

Coopar, Mr. C. C. 

Oa», Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Faroaui, tN Hon'bla Nawab K. C. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Forraitar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Oangaii, Rai Bahadur, tuail Kumar. 
Cilohriit, Mr. R. N. 

Cuba, Babu Frofulla Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Handaraon, Mr. A. D. R. 

Hadga, Mr. 4. o. V. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Laiafat. 

Kamm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-urZaman. 


Law, Mr. turondra Nath. 

Loaaon, Mr. C. W. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mittra, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Mortimar, Mr. H. R. 

Muhhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Nandy, Maharaja grit Chandra, of Kaaim- 
bazar. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Fatra, Mr. B. F. 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Poddar, Sath Hunuman Protad. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dob. 

Ray. Babu Khattar Mohan. 

Raid, tha Hon'bla Mr. R. N. 

Rom, Mr. 4. 

Roy, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Sailaswar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Roy, tha Hon'bla Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 
Roy Choudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
taadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Sarkar, Babu Banod Bihari. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Cirit Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib Akahoy Kumar. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muluimmad. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Townand, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilkinaon, Mr. H. R. 

Woodhaad, tha Non’Ma Mr. 4. A. 


I hi* Ayi's ln'inm: and tho Noen (>(), the motion was IonI. 


4pm. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I to move that in 
clause J.?.V (/^, in lines *1 and 4, for the words “ruj>eefi one hundred” 
the words “r\ipees fifty in case of muniripalities mentioned in Schedule 
II and ru]M‘es twenty-five in the rest of the munieipalitieg” be sub- 
stituted. 

I do not think, Sir, there is any need to say much. The of 

RvS. is rather hifrh, especially in the case of smaller municipaliites; 
if it is reduced to Its. 50 in the case of municipalities mentionadl in 
Sc'hedule II, iMid H». 25 in the rest of the municipalities, much hard- 
ship would not be felt. With these few words, I commend my moiioB 
to the acK^eptance of the House. 
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ttl# Hofi’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I tuu afraid 1 

must oppose this amendment. The proposal U that in the ease of a 
municipality in Schedule II the amount should l>e reduced to Hs. 50^ 
and in the case of the rest of the municipalities, to Hs, 1*5. The sum 
will he ridiculously low. I \\t>uld rather accept the ameiulmcntsi 
458-464 subject to certain altenitions in the lanjfuaKe. That would give 
Goveniment some discretion to reduce it in the case of smaller munici- 
palities, and that would he fair. 

The motion of Halm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was put and lost. 


Mtulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I Iwg to move that in clauHe Ij'JA 
(/), lines 8 and 4, for tin* words “ru|>ee8 one huiulre<r* the w'ords 
“fifty rupees” he substituted. 

He sfMike in Hengali, the English translation of which i.s as 
follows ; — 

“Mr. President, the (lualiticutionH laid down in the proposed Hill 
for municipal voters will greatly imrease their number. Hence to 
put a check \jp<in the unne< essary ru‘'h of candidates f(»r ebs tion and 
the disturbances that arv likely to follow upon a tremendous rush at 
the time of polling, it ha.s been pioposed that each candidate for elec- 
tion shall have to dep(>'.it Hs. 100 while filing his nomination paper. 
In ease a candidate fails to secure 1/10 of the total numiMU of votes 
polled, his deposit money shall be forfeited to the Municipal Eund. 

While ndimtting the soundness of this priiieiple, 1 cannot afToid to 
overltKik the fact that the amount (d money reqiiiied to be tleposOed 
is very large as c(»mpan‘d with the amount of Rs. k*50 to be de|H>sit«‘d by 
a candidate for election to the I/«‘gislutiv«* f’ouncil. The status and the 
size of the constituemy the case <»f n candidate in municipal elec- 
tions stand no comparison with those of a candidate ccmtesling a scat 
in the Legislative Louiicil. I, fhc‘refc>re, profeKe that the amount cd 
deposit money l>e fixed at Us. 50 in place of Ks, KKb If the ninount 
of (fepoeit money is reduced tf» the extent proposed, it will enable many 
poor, yet alwiolutely honest and deserving, candidates who are held in 
high esteem by the elec torate to ccmiest the seats of munic ipal com- 
mis«ioner». 

I hope the Hon'ble Mini.ster as also (he memWrs who are in 
iympathy with my amendment will feel no hesitation in accepting it.” 

TIm HafYbM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: f oppose the 
ftmendaent. 

The Rudion of Moulvi .\1 m1ii 1 Hamid Shah was then put and lost. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN* I lieg to move that in clause 22A 
(I), in lines -‘t and 4, for the words “one hundred” the word “twenty- 
five” he Mihstituted. 

My reason for reducin)? the amount is that it will satisfy those who 
are in favour of some change. I think, Rs. 2.5 will serve their purpose. 
It is a moderate sum, and it will not be of great hardship to the poor 
candidate. I beg to submit my amendment to the acceptance of the 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to oppose this amend- 
ment ol Maulvi Tumizuddin Khun. I personally believe that this 
demand for a deposit money is not only desirable, but is absolutely 
necessary. Some of my friends have talked alK>ut democracy. Well, 

T am not opposed to demmracy, nor less respectful to democratic 
institutions, but at the same time 1 cannot forget that in our desire 
and anxiety to democratize all munic ipalities, we are bringing in 
certain |«TSons who are not at all desirable. 1 have seen some munici- 
pal candidates in Cah utta and outside who do not deserve anv considera- 
tion w hats, sever, and whose only intention in coming, as candidates 
IS to make some money out of the whole thing. That is a thing which 
strikes me, ought to be reinemlHcred. If the deposit is decided upon 
why reduce the amount to a ridiculous figured If „ candidate for civic 
louiour cannot afford to pay Rs. 25 a.s deposit, is he the man to be 
entrusted with important matters, and placed in a jmsilion where there 
IS temptation?' From the experience I have gained. I have found that 
thewe who are very poor,— though I respect them and admit that 
IHiverty is no i-rime and they may Iw deserving of everv consideration 
-and who cannot make two ends meet, are always in difficulty, and do 
not know how even to obtain their liveliloMccl, that class of people ought 
to be discouraged, and not brought in as candidates. (Shame, shame.) 
-ly friends may c ry “shame,” but I am quite prepared to meet them. 

If in their enthusiasm for demcH-rncy they go to the extreme limit I 
must leave than, alone If you lake facts as they are. you cannot deny 
that some ceme as c andidates simply for the purjicse of making money 
Is money-making permissible in such elections? I know of candidates 
frying to make “two pice” by their actions. Why put temptation in 
he way of suc h needy people? (A voicy : But rich people also fall to 
these temptations.) My friends tell me that there are rich people who 
may go as ray, but is that any reason why you should encourage needy 
men on the plea of democracy, to come in and make money? So I 
think the depoeit is perfectly justifiable. Some of mv friends have 
euggested Rs.'' 60. May I ask, what about Howrah? Howrah is as 
rich as ralcutla and what a ridiculous thing it is to ask a candidate 
in H^rah to come and deposit Rs. 25 only. It is ridiculous to ask mea 
like Mr. Baroda Prasad Pyne, Dr. Qhoae. etc., to come, with dr^wait ‘ 
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of B«. 25. Do not make this ridiculous. The suggestion of the 
Hoik'ble Minister, however, seems to be quite fair. We may fix Rs, 100 
but give power to the Government to reduce it if that is found neces- 
sary in any particular municipality. 


The Hoffi'Mt Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY S I rise to oppose 
this amendment. I may point out that I propose to move an amend- 
ment later on which will give another chance to the candidate to get 
his money back. With these few words. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mnulvi Tamisuddin Khun was then put and u divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, Mauivi Hatsan. 

Saktli, Mauivi SytS Majltf. 

Safiarjf, Mr. P. 

esautflmri, tabu Kithari Mohan. 
Chautfhuri, Khan tahadur Mauivi All* 
muitaman. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Mural Abtar. 
Faxlullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

ClioM, Or. Amulya Satan. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Maeuo, Khan lahadur Mauivi Atiiul. 
Maquo, Kaii fmdadut. 

Notoain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Muq, Mr. A. K. PaM-ul. 


Kattm, Mauivi Abut. 

Khan, Khan iahadur Mauivi Muaiaam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Mamin, Khan iahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda iohary. 

Poddar, toth Hunuman Prdtad. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dob. 

Ray, Mr. thantl thokharatwar. 

Raut, iabu Homni. 
tamad, Mauivi Abdut. 

•on Ouata, Or. Narath Chandra. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Afial, Mawabiada Khwala Muhammad. 

Khan Iahadur. 

Armttranq, Mr. W. L. 

Asotin, Mr. i. M. 

Oakoh, Mauivi Shaik Rahim. 

•allabh, Rai tahadur Oabtndra Math. 
Sanarji, Rai iahadur Kaohab Chandra, 
■aoir Uddin, Khan Sahib Mauivi 
HahasMSOd. 

Oaau, Mr. Narondra Kuamr. 

■trkmyrt, Mr. H. 

Slabdy. Mr. 1. M. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Chasdhuri, Or. dasond ra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Sahadur Mauivi MaSiur 
Rah ma n. 

Chmi dh iiry, HajI Sadi Ahmod. 

Oahi n , Mr. 0. d. 

Oasplnpir, Majar O an ara J W. V. 

Sdipar, Mr. C. C. 

Oao, Rai Sahadur KamHii Kumar. 

•m, Rai Sahadur Satyaadra Kumar. 

Oatt, Rai Sahadur Or. Maridhan. 
iaraqui; tha Maa*Mo Mauiub K. S. M., 
KIMui iahadur. 
fmmmm, Mr. L. R. 

Fu rta ai af, Mr. d. Oamibatt 
dHUHPli, ^fiai iahadur, tuiif Kumar. 


Oilohritt, Mr. R. M. 

Cuba, iabu Prafulla Kumar. 

Hondoroan, Mr. A. 0. R. 

Nads*, Mr. d. 0. V. 

Nutoaln, Mauivi Latafal. 

Khan, Mauivi Amimurlaman. 

Laa, Mr. Surondra Math. 

Loooan, Mr. 0. W. 

Minor, iho Man’Mo Sir Provaoh Ohundor. 
Mittra, iabu Sarat Chandra. 

Martimor, Mr. M. R. 

Makhauadhaya, Rai sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mas, iaba Sub Lai. 

Matimaddin, tho Nan*bto Mr. Khaafa. 
Pttra, Mr. i. P. 

PMIpac, Mr, N. 0. V. 

Paddar, Mr. Ansnda Mahan. 

Mil Hahaoai, Maaladra Dai. 

Ray, iabu Khtttar Mahan. 

Raid, tho Man*Mo Mr, R. N. 

Rdao, Mr. d. 

Rdf, haha Satyan dm Ruth. 

Ray, Mr. Sailmwar Sindh. 

Ray, Mr. iarat Kumar. 

Ray, tha ManBla Mr. iijay Prasad Slasli. 
•aadatunah, Mauivi Muhammas. 
i ah an a, Saha iatya Rtniiir. 

C a rkar , tabu ianad itbari. 



152 


GOVERNMExVT BILL. 


[17th Aug., 


iftftof, Rai tahib Rtbati Mahan, 
tan, Mr. ■. R. 
tan, Mr. Ciris Chandra, 
tan, Rai tahib Akthoy Kumar, 
tinha. Raja lahadur Rhupandra Narayan, 
af Nathipur. 


tolaiman, Mauivi Mtihammad. 
ttaplatan. Mr. H. E. 

Tewnand, Mr. H. F. V. 
Wilkinaon, Mr. H. R. 
waodhaad, tha Han'bla Mr. J. A. 


The AyeM heiiij^ 27 and the Xoch 62, the motion was lost. 


4-16 p.m. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir. 1 \}eg formally to move ihe 
ainendrneiit vvlnclj stands in my name, namely: — 

“That in r luuse 22A (/), in lines •\ and 4, for the words ‘one 
liund re<r the word ‘tive’ be substituted.” 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I also 
formally oppose It. (Lauj^hter.) 

The motion of Mauivi Sye<l Majid Haksh was put and lost. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Mr. I iesident. Sir, T be^ to 
move that after elaus<* 22A (I) tlie followinjr be inserted, namely: — 

“l*rovided that the I/oeal Government shall have power to reduee 
the amotint to fifty rupees in respect of such municipalities as it 
thinks fit.” 

Sir, there are many municipalities where j)ublic mtui would be un- 
w'illin^' to stand as candidates after makinj;^ a deposit of Hs. lOt). It 
all depends on the importance of the municipalities themselves which 
offer fiebls for public service. Therefore, tl)e more reasonable course 
would la* to lower the iiumetary check on indiscriminate candidature, 
and thereby attract worthy candidates to the contest. Otherwise, 
lenjfth of the purse may have a prent influence in swayinp the chances 
of an election. The l^wal Government should, therefore, have the dis- 
cretion to reduc# the amount to Rs. 50 in suitable cases. Ibere <*an l)e 
no hard-and-fast rule in such cases, but the Government should have 
the jH>wer for ca.se.s where their interference is called for. 

Tht Hofl’blR Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I am pre- 
pared to accept thi,s amendment, subject to slipht alterations, n>., that 
after the word “amount” the words “of dejwsit” and for the word 
“municipalities” the word “municipality” be put in. The amendment 
will then read at follows; — 

“That after clause 22A (/) the following be inserted, namely: — 

* Provided that the Ix^cal Government shall have power to reduce 
the amount of deposit to fifty rupees in respect of such municipality 
as it thinks fit.’ ” 
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Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDARt I have no objection to the 


Or. NARE8H CHAMDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. ut the out^^et I must 
confess that there is one thiiijr which puxzles me as rejranls the attitude 
of Government in accepting this amendment and op|>osing every otlier 
motion. There was n motion for making a discrimination t>etween two 
classes of municipalities whiih Government opposed. This motion the 
Government have aciepted. On the other hand, as I have already 
said, the Select (/ommittee of the l/ocal Self-Government Bill, over 
which the Hon’hle Minister presided, deleted a similar section, and, 
so far as 1 can recollect, the non’hle Minister lias not dissented from 
that proposition. That being so, the attitude of Government seems to 
me to he very puzzling. May I inquire in what respects this motion 
differs from those which the ITon’ble MemlH*r opposed!^ This motion 
only lays down that differential treatment should be in acciirdance with 
the rule laid down in the law itself. This motion gives power to the 
Ijocal Government to determine the amount of deposit : it has been 
reduce<l to Its. 5(1 — not more, not less. Ihe Ijocal (fovernment could 
liave introduced a grailuated scale rising to, say, Its. 50, but I cannot 
understand the exact figure of It.s. 50 us the inuxiTUum for second-class 
municipalities. 

Sir, I ( anm*t understand this attitude of Government. I want tlio 
Hon’ble Minister t(» remember that he is not the (Joverninenl , which is 
signified by the Act. He may have the best of intentions. But, Sir, 
we are legislating for future Ministers also, who may not agree with his 
views. It is not unlikely that he may he on this side of the House at 
that time, and we may perhaps see him (here fruitlessly throwing up 
his arms against the use that the then Government makes of this section. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir. Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen (tupla has evidently made a mistake. He has blamed 
Government for the attitude taken up by them in regard to one of the 
previous motions concerning the reduction of the defiosit money from 
Bril. 100 to Rs. 50 or K.s. i?5. The motion moved hy Babu Kisbori Mohan 
Cboudhuri was not divided into two jairts; if it had been divided into 
two parts and the first paii related !<► the reiliiction of the itmount of 
deposit to Rs. 50 and the second part favoured reduction from Rs. HK) 
to Be. 25, then the Hon'hle Minister might have accepted the proposal 
contained in the first part rejecting the other. Since that was not the 
case and the said amendment was not divided into two parts, the 
Hon'ble Minister had no other alternative than to op|KMie it. 


Mr. RREBIOENT: Yon need not go into that. 
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Rii Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: The amendmuit 
under discusBion Bays that the Local Government shall have power to 
reduce the amount to Rb. 50 in certain cases. There are some members 
who are in favour of a reduction from Rs. 100 to Rs. 50, while there 
are others who are in favour of a reduction from Rs. 50 to Rs. 25, or 
even to Rs. 5 only. So, I do not think that the attitude of Govern- 
ment with ref(ard to the other motions was unreasonable. 1 support 
the motion moved by Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Sir, in reply to 
Dr. Nnresh Chandra Sen Gupta, I bepf to say that the attitude of Gov- 
ernment IB anythin^: but perverse. I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar in the amended form as 
8U#^K*‘sted by the ITon'ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Rija BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Sir, I U'g lorijially to move the amendment wlnCh stands in my name, 
namely : — 

‘‘That in clnuse 22A (2), in lines 2 and -‘i, for the words i)efore he is 
registered us a candidate’ the words ‘within three days of his registra- 
tion us a valid (andidate’ he substituted. ” 

The Hofl’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Sir, I am pre- 
pared to accept aineridruent No. 470. as the wording of that amend- 
ment is much better. I do hope that the Raja Bahadur will see his 
way to withdraw his motion. 

RaJa BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA BAhidur, of NAMpur: 

I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Raja Bhu}>endra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashi- 
pur, was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


4-30 p.m. 

Blbu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U; Sir, I beg to move that in 
danse 22A (2), in line.s 2 and 3, for the words “before he is registered** 
the words “within three days of his registration” be substituted. 

Sir, thivs clause provides for the withdrawal of the deposit made by 
the candidate. Under the rules of this legislature candidates for elec- 
tion to this Council are given 24 hours* time after their registration as 
candidates for withdrawal of the deposit. I am asking that the time 
for withdrawal of deposit may be extended to 72 hours in the casei of 
muuid{)alities. The only difference between the amendment which 
has just been rejected and this amendment is that the former contained 
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the word ^‘valid/’ while my amendroent does not. A candidate can- 
not be called a registered candidate unless his name is recorded as such ; 
eo the word “valid” is redundant. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS May I move this 
amendment with some alterations? I mean amendment No. 470, It 
reads as follows: — 

“That for clause 22A (2), the following be substituted, namely : — 

'{2) If a candidate who has made a deposit under Nul>-se('tion (/) 
withdraws his candidature before he is registered us a candidate or 
within three days of his registration or if his nomination is refused, 
his deposit shall be returned to him, and if a candidate dies before the 
poll is held, his dejwsit shall be returned to his legal representative.’ ” 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 accept the alterations made by 
the Ilon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that for clause 22A (2) the fol- 
lowing l)e substituted - 

'U2) If a candidate who has made a deposit under sub-section (/) 
withdraws his candidature before he is registered us a candidate 
or within three days of his registration or if his nomination is 
refused, his deposit shall be returned to him, and if u candidate dies 
before the p(dl is held, his de|>osit shall l)e returned to his legal repre- 
aentative.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Hubu Jatindra Nath Ba.su therefore failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 22A, as amended 
by the (ouncil, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At 4-40 p.m. the ('ouncil was adjourned for prayer and it reas- 
sembled at 4-50 p.m.] 

ChuMe 23. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queetion is that clause 23 stand part of the 
BUI. 

BNbtt SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that in clause 23. 
in lines 3 and 4, after the words and figures “sections 15, 16 or 17,” 
the following l)e inserted, namely: — 

**another date shall be fixed by the magistrate for the elei^tion and in 
ease the ele<*torate still fails to elect the number of commissioners on 
iucli date.” 
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Sir, the ohjert of my amendment is that if an election fails for an}^ 
reason whatsoever, then a second chance should be given before Gov- 
ernincnl HtciJ.-i in and iioiiiinate the commissioners. Similar provision, 
f und(‘rstand, has Ijeen jiroposed by the Select Committee on the T/)caI 
SelMiovernment Bill. I hope the Ilon’ble Minister will accept this 
amendment. 

BabU KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 support the amend- 
menf. 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
accept the amendment subject to certain verbal changes. It will read 
ns follows: 

“a date sliall be fixed by the District Magistrate for another elec- 
tion and in chs<* the electorate still fails to elect the number of commis- 
sioners at such second election.'' 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I accept the verbal alterations 
made by the ITon’ble Mini.ster. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (inesticm is that in clause* ‘Jd, in lines d and 
4, after the word.s and figures “sections 15, 10 or IT" the fedhaving be 
inserted, namely : 

“a date* shall be fixeel by the District Magistrate for another 
election and in <nse the electorate still fails to elect the number of 
c<»mmissioners at such second election." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pn •stion is that clause 23, as amended by 
the Council, stand pa it of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 \wg to move that after 
clause 23 the following be inserted, namely: — 

“23A. {i) The Lmal (jovernnieiit shall publish the names of the 

commissioners ap(>ointed by them to any municipality within sixty days 
of tlie date of the eleidion of rominissioners. 

(2) If the appointments are not made for any municipality within 
the time aforesaid, the elected commissioners shall be deemed to 
constitute the body of commissioners of that municipality under secti<m 
14 ," 
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I think. Sir, that it ought not to take Government more than sixty 
^ys to decide upon nominations. It is jwrfectly true that at the pre- 
aent moment nominations are sonietinies very much more delayed than 
is necessary and that is not a very desirable state of things. It nuHtns 
that the old ( oniniissi(mers are to slay on until the new IhmIv of 
commissioners have l>een cHmstituted and are working, and although the 
elections may have taken place, some of the sitting commissioners, who 
may not have been elected and who know that their terms are over, 
will have to carry on until the new constitution comes inl<» Ijeing. 
Naturally their interest in the inuni(ii»al affairs would W (»f a ver> 
indifferent kind. It is not very desirable that persons who are under 
an order of dismissal slumld be in charge of the responsible duties of 
coinmis.sioners longer than is al>soluteiy neces.sary. The time I have 
allowed, viz., tJO <la\s, is u perfectly reasonable time and there cannot 
be any reason for allowing nominations to hang fire for a longer time, 
and there ought to be some provision to l)e binding on the lioeal (iov- 
eminent. 

There is another reason why f am anxious that this addition slumld 
be made: tlmt nominations to the hw-nl lM>dies are .s(»metinu*s iisiMl for 
politieal pur(M>ses. It is not my own (ipinion. It is the opinion of the 
Government of Hengid as exjuessed in their re]>oii on the woiking oi 
the Ifefonned fonstitulion in Hengal during l!)21-l?7 in which at j>age 
117 they say — 

“In distrihuting patronage and making apimintmeiits, the Ministers 
are subjected to pres.sure of every kind and to the influence of com- 
munal. racial or fiolitical interests; and where, as in the (Vmncils after 
1923, a Minister’s tenure of office is dependent upon his retaining the 
support fd his j)ersonol followers, patronage whether in the public 
services or in hnal iKwlies — may lie a verv valuable weu}K)n. In the 
matter of appointments, the Governor has found it necessary' to use his 
power of overruling the Minister.’* 

Sir, that is a confession of the fart that Ministers find it necessary to 
utilise their jiower <d nomination for political piir|Kmes in order to 
secure the supjMirt of their bd lowers and the shorter the time they have 
for dangling the prospects of preference in the matter of nominations 
to the municipalities for political piirjioses, the better. It is by all 
means desirable that appointments should be made as quickly fts possi- 
ble and as little chance as jKissible should ho given to other factors to 
operate. 

Batm SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, although I have every sym- 
pathy with the first portion of the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, from a practical point of view 1 must oppose the motion, 
because the second portion it impracticable, namely, *‘ff the apfioiiit- 
neats are not made within the time aforesaid, the elected commimioneri 
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should be deemed to constitute the body, etc., etc.,^’ and the result 
would be that the number of commissioners of the particular munici- 
pality would l)e considerably reduced, that is, by 25 per cent. That 
would not be a desirable state of affairs. 

6 p.m. 

We know that the names of the appointed commissioners would 
have to l)e approved by Government. We know also what is the proce- 
dure : The SulMlivisional Officer first makes his choice after the elec- 
tion ; he submits it to the District Magistrate, who submits it to the 
Divisional ( Commissioner, who, again, in his turn submits it to the liocal 
Government. Of course Mimetiines we find that these nominations are 
very much delayed and it has l)een my experience once to find that 
although the election in my municipality was held on the 19th Decem- 
Wr last, the nomination w'as not gazetted till the ClOtb .lune, that is, 
more than six months afterwards. In many cases longer periods have 
elapsed; but we cannot always blame Government or the Ilon’ble 
Minister for that. I think other methods should be adopted to make 
the nominations as early as possible. Perhaps a de])artmental order 
should l)e issued to the officers concerned to send in their nominations 
as early ns iMissible. T think, Sir, that is the best thing that we should 
do. Under these circumstances, I opj»ose the amendment of Dr. 
Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

The Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 rist to opix)8o 
the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, hirst of all h© 
wants to fetter the discretion of the liocal Government and his proijosal 
is that unless the nominatiiinn an* gazette<i within sixty days, the muni- 
cipcdity should be formed without the m»minate<l commissioner©. The 
result of this would 1 m* that imi*ortant minorities whn faibnl to secure 
any seat in the ele<*tion would gi> unrepiesente<l. That is not at all 
desinible. tiovernment, as a matter (»f fact, tr^’ to dispose of these 
nomination© as s(x>n as they come. From my jM*rsoiml exjierienc© I 
may say that tluw things art^ not delayed more than seven or eight 
days even in spite of pressure of business; but there are unavoidable 
circumstances which moke it impossible for the Minister to dispose of 
them earlier. My friend Mr. Knrendra Kumar Basu will perhaps bear 
me out that in connection with the nominations to the Jessor© Ijocal 
Board I hod to give a hearing to all parties, Hindus, Muhammadans 
and Namasudras, and then decide the question. I hod to send hock 
the papers j^erhaps twice from the Secretariat to the Commissioner. 
The Oommisaioner had in his turn to send it to the Bwtrict Magistrate 
and the IMatrict Magistrate to the Suhdivisional Officer, and when they 
name htktk they had to ccwne back through the usual channels and then 
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I Imd to give a hearing to each and ever>* peraoii and diapose of the 
matter. In theee days of racial^ communal and ptdiiical {ireaaure, the 
Minister is in a hojxdess condition and I am sure that he is more sinned 
against than sinning. This is the most un|wlatuhle \niri of the Minis- 
ter's business and I would rather like to W ndievcnl of this work of 
nominations. If this amendment is uccejited. it will result in depriving 
minorities of their rei>resentation. which will not get any chance of 
being elected under .swtion ITA. With these few woitls. Sir, I oppose 
the motion. 

llie motion of Dr. Naresh ('handni Sen Gupta was then |mt’ and 
lost. 


(luusr 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The ipiestion is that clause stand jwrt of the 
Bill. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I heg to move that in caluse (») of the 
proviso to clause ii4, in line 3, before the word “ballot’* the wunl 
“sec*n4’’ shall bo inserttnl. 

Sir, ballot means a se(‘n»t Isillot, but what I meiin by adding the 
word “stx'ret” as an adjective is Hiitifdy this; that illiterate voters 
should not ho asked to tell the |x>lling offieers in whtiso favour their 
vote should he rei’onled. Instead of iliis, a itiiMliod should he found 
out hv which this could Ix' done even without the knowleilgc id the 
polling officers. Tlu'rehoc it h that I move that tlu* word “secret" 
be added heforo the word “hallot". 

The HeffMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: This is not 
necessary as ballot means always a swriM ballot. It is hanlly ncH'essary 
to put in the word “secret" and I op|N»Ht« thi* amendment. 

The motion of Mauivi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

MMlivi ABUL KASEM: 1 beg to move that in clause 24 the word 
“and" at the end of |>rovisi> (i) and proviso (ti) lie omitte<l. 

My reasons for this are: in our municiiml election a certain ward 
of a town may choose to send its own representative and, therefore, it 
is desirable that all the voters in that quarter should lie {lermitted to 
lump their votes or Ui divide their votes among as many camlidates os 
they like. It would be bard for a particular ward if members thereof 
are not allowed to record more than one vote in favour of one particular 
eaadidate. 
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Then there^ i» another parti of it : some seats will be reserved for 
Muhammadan candidates, but outside the Muhammadan commnnity 
there may be other minority communities and strong minority com- 
munities too. Hut unless they are allowed to lump their votes, it 
would be very difficult for them to get a man of their own commnnity. 
It has la^en said that there is a danger that 8(»me monied man may buy 
up a certain number of voter.s and get all their votes, but there is 
<Mlually the danger under the iwesent section that a group of two or 
three ineinWrs imiy b<^ formwl to buy up at least some of the votes; 
so that it r uts lK)th ways. Ilierefore, they should l)e allowed to record 
their votes in fjivour of one (*an<lidate or divide them amongst other 
candidates. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We have been 
making a forward march and do not intend to go Iwick. The amend- 
ment is undenuK'ratic. It is in the existing Act and I want to do 
away with it, InMause it is inconsistent with the principle underlying 
this Bill. Moreover, it has Wen done awa\ with in the Calcutta 
Municijnil Act, With these words. Sir, I ()pj)oHe the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then jmt and lost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (piestion is that clause IM stand jxirt of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clatise 26. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 25 stand j>art of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 26. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The que.stion is that clause 26 stand jiart of the 
Bill. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that in clause 
26 (/) {ii) the following be added, namely: — 

“with u view’ to influence him in any way in ciuuiection 
with the election.** 

Sir, the clause, as drafted, will bring under the definition of corrupt 
practice the action of a person who threateua a voter with injury on 
account of any personal quarrel unconnected with this election. It 
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ihoald be deariy stated that this will come under corrupt practice only 
iW^ea this is committed with a view to influence the candidate or votew 
in connection with the dection. 

Similar provision should also be made in clause 26 (/) (iu). 

Thi Hnn’Me Mfi BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I am pretmred 
to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb liai Mahasai was then put and agreed 
to. 

The Hofi’Me Mr. BliOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs As movers who 
have given notice of this group of motions do not want to move it, i 
am comjielled to move it fornuilly as it is a cons<M{uentiul motion. 

So I beg to move that at the end of clause 26 (/) (ifi) the follow- 
ing lie added, namely: — 

^‘with a view to influence him in any way in connection 
with the eliH-tion,*’ 

I'he motion was put and ugrtH*d to. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS 1 ts*g to move that clause 
20 (/) J 1 h‘ omitted. There may have lieen other reasons for a 
social Iwncott among the candidate^ <|uite u neon iie<‘ ted with the eb*ctitm 
and they may he exploittsl tor these purpmes. It is not a (b^sinible 
provision, and should 1h» omitted. Such things ulwiiys hnp|ieii and it 
is nf)t vpr>- easy to di.stinguish the ( aiises. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In this country evf^ry one knows 
that during ebn-tion times feelings rim very high and all soi*ts of bandy- 
ing of words go on Is^twcnMi the different c-oiiiniunities. These might 
be useil afterwards an c'orrupt practice: this is very hard and litigation 
is likely to incn»ase in conseipience of the election. Therefoits 1 think 
that this c lau.se should lie deleted. 


6-15 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: Mr. IWdeot, Sir. 1 rise to sup- 
port the motion of liabu Kisboh Mohan Chaudburi. I think, Sir, tbnt 
tkis is a matter which is not at all necessary, because afic^r so many 
yenrs of municipal life, I have never seen a single case where social 
boycott has been exerriwHl alKiut any voter or candidate. It is entirely 
ftU innovation and there is no pressing niH'essity to fmt this clause into 
tbo new Act. Again, Kir, I think in election matters societies should 
iu>i be fettered in any way as far os possible. I, therefore, support 
the amendment. 


11 
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Tha Hen’M* Mr. BUOY PRASAD tINCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. In the interests of free elections, it is very 
nece/H»ary that there should be this provision. There may be persons 
who have more rt>«j)ect for Brahmins than my friend, Mr. Roy, and 
they will have surely a greater dread for social boycott from Brahmins. 
Dr. Uhose says that this provision is new, but I may tell him that the 
whole thing is now' ; it is really a new chapter in the municipal adminis- 
tration and we are legislating not for to-day, nor for to-morrow, but 
for fifty years hence and many things have come into existence which 
did not exist before. I w'ould request l>r. (Ihose and Mr. Boy to look 
ahead and legislate for future contingencies which may arise and 
are yet unforestH*!!. 

The motion of Bubu Kislmri Mohan Chaudhuri w’as then put and 
lost. 

MauIvi HASSAN ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 20 (1) (v) be 
omitted. 

This clause is, from my |>oint of view', ver\ draxstic and hard. As 
you all know% voters have to wait a considerable length of time before 
they <‘an rmird (heir votes. Therefore, th(‘ offer of drinks and refresh- 
luents should no( regarded as a sort of brilie, I, therefore, do not 
think that this sub-claiisi* i.s nece.ssarv. 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to oppiise 
this amendment. Bribery in the interests of election.s is a serious offence 
and it is a c<irrupt practi(*e under the Indian IVnal (ode. 1 w'ould 
refer the mover of the amendment to swtion 171 ( K) of the IVnal Code 
where “treating” iihhiiis that fonn of briWiy, where the gmtification 
consists in foo<l, drink, entertainment or provision. So when foml or 
drink is offered, it is dime not merely for the comfort of the voters but 
to influence th«*ir votive. With these few words, I would op|)ose the 
nmendmeJit, This provision aln^idy exists in the Penal Cixle. 

The motion of Mniilvi Hassan AH was then put and lost. 

The HofPblA Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that after clause 26 {J) (ri> the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(i'ti) makes any payment or promise of jiayraent to any person on 
account of the conveyance of any voter to or from any place 
for the purpose of recording his vote; 

Provided that nothing contained in this clause shall prevent m 
conveyance being hired by a voter or by several voters at 
their joint cost, for the purpoee ol conveying him or ihm 
to or from the poll/* 
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^ Sir, tkis clause existed in tbe orii^inal Bill as introduoad; it waa 
4|IGiltted by the Select Committee* but I considered thai it waa my duty 
tn place it a^iu before the House and give the House a clianoe of 
reinserting it in the Bill. This check is a salutary one and it exists 
in all statutes dealing with tdtn tions of local Inxlies or of legislatureo 
all over the countiy. So there in iio rc^iMin why it shoulil Iw* omitted 
from the Bengal MimiH|iul Act. Here wt* have Uiktoi the exact 
language of the Ncc tion as it apjKSirs in the (‘alcutta Muiii(iiMil Act and 
I hope the House will have no hesitatmn in arcepting if. It has lieen 
working well in Calcutta. 


Mniitvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Sir, I beg ti> move that atter rluuNO 
26 { 1 } ( ri 1 (lie following In* iiiHc*rt€Ml, nainelc 

“(ri/) makes any pa>iiieiit or promise of payment on ai cinint of the 
conveyance of any voter, other than hniiHelf, to or from any 
place fur the purposi* of recording a vote at an election ; 
ii t**, lends, eiuploys, hires, iKirrows or uses for the jmrimses of 
conveying an\ voter to or from any place for the purpose of 
recording a Mite, any vehicle, Imrse or other animal wliir h is 
kept or used l»y any person for the purpose of letting out on 
hire or conveying passengers for hire: 

Provided tiiat nothing in this clause shiill apply to any such uiai 
by a \oter ot his own vehicle to convey himself, or prevents 
coiive\ance being hired by an elector, or by wveral electors at 
tlieir joint cost for (lie purpose ol conveying him or lliem to the 
poll.” 

Sir, 1 would oiil> ai.sh that the Hon’bie Miiiist4*r, insUNaJ ot moving 
his own ameridiiieiit in a curtailed form, would have accepterl the 
clause as it stocKl in the original Bill. What 1 have rnovetl, Sir, is 
the clause as it stood in (he original Bill. I’lie ilon’ble Minister has 
aimjdy omittisi sulMdause ( vm i out r»f the whob*i r lause. ] fully agree 
with the urgunieiits that hwM* iweii advancesl by the Hoirble Minister 
and 1 would only ask him to agree with me in adding siilvclausii f rui). 
If he agrees that the principle contaiiiosl in Miil>>claui»e (rui) is a salu- 
tary one, he cannot deny that the princijde embodied in sub-claune 
(ttn) is also a ven- salutary one. If ^layment for tbe purpose of con- 
veying any voter to the polling station is to be illegal, I do not know 
why it should fierniissibb^ to lend any conveyance or to hire any 
oonTeyai|<w for the purpose of <mrrying voters to the {lolling booth. 
If this »ub-clau#a» is omitted, then I think the purpose of this clause 
will be altogether defeated. Instead of paying money people will 
•tinidy spend large amounts by way of biting vehicles and convey 
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their vaters in those vehicles to the pcM>ling booth. Therefore, there 
seems to be no reason why this sub-clause should be omitted. I thisk 
the Hon 'Me Minister cannot but admit that if sub-clause (viii) is 
omittixl, it will be a concession on a matter of principle and once 
this concession is made, 1 think the doors to illegal practices will be 
laid wide open, and it will be absolutely useless to have the amend- 
ment uh put forwtml by the Hon’ble Minister. Therefore, I think this 
clause will Ije acce|)ted. 


Mf« 8« M« BOSE* May I speak u few words in support of Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan's motion? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 


Mf. S. M. BOSE: 1 urge the Ilon’ble Minister to aicept not only 
suImIiiumc (ri/) but alH«i mib-clause { rni ): ns Maul^i Tamizuddin Khan 
has just sUitiMl, sulM'luuHe (nii) is (juite distiiu t from sub-clause (cn). 
SulM'biuse (rtt) deals with making any payment or promise of pay- 
ment to any i>erson on aiMunint of the conveyance of any voter to or 
from any place for the pur{K)He of recording his vote; suli-clause (vni) 
dwils with letting, lending, employing, borrowing or using for the 
purposes of conveying any voter to or from any place for the purpose of 
recording a vote, etc.; «<> sul>-clause (riV) does not, I submit, cover 
all that you find as forbidden in sub'clause (nii). So I would aek 
the Hon’ble Minister to see if he cannot accept sub-clause (nii) as well. 
This latter provision was in the original Bill as introduced in the 
Council. 


Rai BaNMir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, am I entitled to speak 
on this motion at this stage? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You can certainly speak as any member can, 
but after Mr. Basu, as I have already called him. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to oppose th^ 

amendment. My reason is this. Everybody knows that these rules are 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act and other similar enactments, but ereiy* 
body also knows that these things are honoured more in their 
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IImIii in their observance. I thinks as a L^slative Council, we ought 
not to make any laws which are bound to be dead letters and I do not 
think it would be at all wise to have these provisions which are bound 
to be broken. On these grounds the Select Committee deleted this sub- 
clause and I do not know why there is this insistence on its retention. 

Rai BahMlur Dr. HARIOHAN DUTTS Mr. President. Sir, it is 
for this \tiry reason that I wanted to anticipate Mr. Hasu. Mr. llasu 
has some experience of municipalities in cities as well as of mufastal 
municipalities. Our experience is nlso of that sort, but I must say that 
unless some sort of jmnision l>e made for the conveyance of voters to 
the polling l>ooths. your elections are to l»e failures; somelaHly 

must provide for their conveyance. It is ludicrous to suggest that all 
voters have l>ecome so much eilucuted and so much enthusiastic alaiut 
demot'nitic institutions that they will come from the corners of their 

houses in their own vehiides or spend much money to come to the poll 

and come for what purfxjse- for the pur[M»se of recording their votes 
for A, H or I do not think that our pe«»ple have got to such a stage 
as yet. 

5-30 p.m. 

It H no pkkI saying that we have hud down election rules, and the 
whole deinofTiitic’ institutmn has l»een laid out and ought to act pro- 
perly. W e have to devi^* means to make it act properly, so we must 
have •Mime mefho«l hy wliich these electors can l>e hrtiught to record 
their vote. If you do not firoMde for that, the candidate will have to 
make arningeiiients for that purfMiee. (Mr. N. K. Hasc : Yes, 
hefinnu.i ^ es, hut all party \VHtem is htiMnl on w hat you call hriutmi; 
there are aliMi leader’s of such partie*. like my friemi Mr. N. K. Hasu 
in this iieiigtil li<*gisiivt 1 ve ( oum il. In importunt parts of our country 
parties are now growing up, and in a few years* time. I lielieve. parties 
will grow* up all over llengui. 'J'hese parties will have to niise moriev 
to help the voters to come to p^dling laKiths to record their votes. 
There cannot l»e any mistake in that; so I agree with my friend MaiiliH 
Tamixuddin Khan. I cannot, however, make out why the IHm’ble 
Minister has left out (vht). Sc» fur as I can see, the difference is not 
much, except that one takes every minute thing into consideration 
• while the Minister takes a comprehensive view*. Personally, I am 
inclined to think that the amendment, which we are now discussing, 
abould be inserteti in the Rill along with fruV), and I ask the Htm’bla 
Minister to consider whether instead of his amendment, be cannot lend 
bts support to the other amendment. 

TRi Mii^ Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROTl First of all, I 
alwll try to reply to Mr. Basu. He thinks (bat because this nrfe is 
nbacfTed more in the breach than in the observance, it should not be 
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put in. But that is the fate of every law; the legislature should try 
to set an ideal before the public. The ideal has got to be attained, 
but it will never \w attained from the very beginning. As a lawyer, 
he ought to know that if the Indian Penal Code could prevent all 
crimes in the land, he w'ould not have made his piles. 

Sir, as regards the projiosal to delete the clause that is already in 
the original Bill, this question was very carefully considered. It is 
a very complicated question, and I was told that attempts were made 
in Englnnd to prevf*nt rich people from having any advantage over 
men of moderate means, and therefore, an attempt w'as made to legislate 
in a way which would prevent hiring or borrowing or lending of buses 
or conveyances, hut this attempt in England proved fruitless; so 
Government preferred to stick to the wording of the clause in the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, which is much simpler than the clause in the 
original Bill. My amendment is taken from the Calcutta Municipal 
Act and, as my friend Dr. Dutt knows, it has worked very well in 
Calcutta. There is no reason why we should go for something new 
merely Iwcause it is a new thing. I am very much afraid of coraplica- 
tioriH and I would rather avoid them. With these few words, I oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion of the llon*hle Mr. Bijoy I^asad Singh Roy was then 
put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That after clause 20 (I) (vli) the following he inserted, namely: — 

‘(rt/0 lets, lends, employs, hires, l)orrows or uses for the purposes 
of conveying any voter to or from any place for the purpose 
of recording a vote, any vehicle, horse or other animal which 
is ke])t or used by any person for tlie purpose of letting out 
on hire or conveying passengers for hire.* “ 


The Hoti’IHe Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I W to move 
that In clause 21! (/) (.rl for the brackets and figures “(r/)“ the 
brackets and figures “(rrV)’’ lie sulistituted. This is a ronse(|uential 
amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Miutvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I l^eg to move that in clause 26 (2)^ 
in line «‘l, the words “knowledge and“ be omitted. The clause runs 
thus: “a corrupt practice shall he deemed to have been committed by 
a candidate if it has Wn committed with bis knowledge and <M>n»ent,*’ 
I would like to make it “if it has been committed with his consent.'* 
It is quite {Kissible, Sir, that a candidate may have knowledge of certain 
corrupt practices committed, hut be may have no power whatsoever te 
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|(]rev«nt it. It might have been done by peraona beyond hia control, 
and who may have committed that offence without hia permiaeion. 
This is placing the candidate in a very, ver>' diflScult position. If tlie 
deed ia committed by the candidate, he is certainly respouitihle for it. 
But it may he committed by somebody else, and may come to hi.H know- 
ledge when it in Wyond his control. The Hon*ble Minister should 
accept this practicable suggestion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I <‘unTiot exactly 
follow what is tneant by this amendment. How can there 1 m» consent 
without knowledge? A man cannot give his consent without having 
any knowledge of a matter. The amendment is thereby unnecesnary 
and is alnurd. 

The motion of Manlvi Syed Majid Baksh was put and lost. 


Mftttivi HASSAN ALI: I beg to move that in clause 26 (.i), in lines 
3 and 4, for the words l>eginning with the word “punished’* and end- 
ing with the word “lK»th“ the words “considered to l»e disqualified for 
two .successive elections” Ik* Hubstitute<l. 

To my mind. Sir, the punishment (*f persona guilty of corrupt prac- 
tices in connection with municipal ele<*tif>iis, t<i imprisonment for six 
months, is hard and drastic. It is emmgh if a person is considered 
to Ik? disqualified for tw(> auc»e**sive ele<tions, if he is guilty of this 
offence. I want to delete the penal claust* for six months’ imprison- 
ment, and want to substitute “diwiualificatifm for standing as a candi- 
date for two successive ebvtions”. 


Tht Hon'bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to r>ppose 
the amendment. The punishment for corrupt prai'lices should he 
deterrent. Mere ditupialificatioii is not sufficient. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 26, as amended hy 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Chute 27, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 27 stand pari of the 
Bill. 
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Mw fATYENORA NATH ROY: I beg to move Uiat after clause 
27 (/) the following be inserted, namely; — 

“Pnn’irled that a person whose name appears more than once in the 
electoral roll shall not be liable to punishment under this section, if 
he applies for a ballot paper more than once in the borui fide belief 
that he is entitled to vote as many times as his name appears in the 
electoral roll.” 

I would illustrate my amendment. I will first read clause 27. 

The clause reads thus — 

gfeodidsnt 27. (/) Every person who applies for a ballot paper at an election, 

having already v<»ted once at thp same election or knowing that he ie 
not qualified to vote thereat, shall be punished with imprisonment 
which any extend to six months or w’ith fine or with l)oth. 

(2) Every pers<ni who applies for a ballot paper in the name of any 
(»ther person living or dead, or of a fictitious persoii, shall \w punished 
with the same punishment. 


5*45 p.m. 

Sir, the words “at an election” are rather vague, and because of 
this vagueness T have put in this amendment. Sir, a municipality is 
usually divided into several warcK. Suppose a per'‘on has got his name 
registered in two cjr more wards, and the votes before the polling 
officers in the hona fide belief that he is entitled to vote in Ixdh the 
wards. To take anotlier instame, in case a hye-election takes place ia 
one (d the wards, it is quite jKJSsihle that a person who voted in the 
general elec t i«»n in one Murd, may vote in another ward at the time 
of the hye-election. So, there is an anomaly. And if this is removed, 
I do not think my amendment will l>e nei'essaiy'. 


MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 l>eg to supimrt the motion 
just moved by my friend Mr, Satyendra Nath Rc»y. This rule is rather 
drastic. It often happens that a man has tw'o houses in a particular 
ward, and his name apj>ears (wic'e in the electoral roll, due to the mis- 
take on the part of those who prepare the null. If such a j)er»on, think- 
ing that he is entitled to vole twice at the election, as his name appear* 
twice in the electoral ndl of the ward, appear* at the polling station on 
two ot'casionf* he ought not to be liable to punishment. His vot<> 
should of course l>e expunged, and this may be provided for in the rules. 

Mr. H» V* TOWNENDt I am sorry to have to oppoae the amend* 
ment of Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy inasmuch as I had to crHiciae him 
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Uwl time also when I spoke, but really his amendinent ts not very pmc* 
tical. He proposes that no one who is entitled to vote, if he votes twice, 
should be punishable. My answer to him is that if any one, who 
is entitled to vote, votes twice, and if he can prove his hotut he 

would not actually be punished. There is no jwHKible (*hiin<'e of his 
being punished by any court, if he can prove his bonu fidef, althoug^h 
there is a section in the Indian Penal Code which prohibits any one 
from votingr twice. 

As regards his argument regarding a hye-election, I think the jMiint 
does not arise at all. Any one who has voted at n genenil election can 
vote in any case at a hye-election, and tin* arguments advanced hy 
Mr. Poy are not souitd at all. 

I oppose the amendment. 

Of* NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S I am afraid Mr. Towneiul 
is lalwuring under a inisajiprehension as regards what Mr. Hoy said. 
It is not only in the case of hye-electicms, hut also in all elec tions as 
well it very often ha])]>ens that a man's name is registered tis u voter 
in two different wards, and in one ward that man goes and recsirds 
his vote: hut as he finds his name in another ward, he may go and vole 
in that ward also, in the Ikhui f^de lielief that he is entitled to vole there 
also. Mr. Townend savs that if he can prove his homi /idvn, the court 
will not punish him, hut I am not so sure of that, he should l>e able 
to prove that he did not vote twice knowing that he was not entitled to 
vote in two different wards. Ordinal ily, no doubt, under the criminal 
law’, (here can In* no punishment without a tnrn* rm, hut there are cer- 
tain technical offenc’es for which the wen/ rm is not esscuitiiil. The 
clause does not anywhere say that a jierson who has voted twice must 
have done so dishonestly or frauclulently. That lieirig so, I have gnive 
doubts if the courts will hold that in order to supfmrt conviction, there 
must lie dishonesty in such cas<*s. Whether this uniendiiieiit is accept- 
ed or not, I hojie the Hon'hle Minister will see his way to add the words 
suggested hy the mover. 


Mf* NARENDRA KUMAR BA$U* 1 think there is some inisappre* 
bension as reganis this clause and the amendment. 1 do not know if 
it is (he intention of this Bill that a man who has a right to vote in two 
wards in the same general elec lion of a municipality cannot vote in Iwth 
the wards. If that be the intention, that ought to Ini made clear; other- 
wise, if a man were prooecuted for voting at two places, and I were in 
defend him in court, I would say that the election in ward No. 1 w'ds 
not the same as the election in ward No. 2, because the elections wen* 
held Miparately. Therefore, I say that the intention should be made’ 
clear; otherwise, the section remains vague and indetlnit#. 
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Tho Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: This provision is 
takc^n from the Indian Penal Code which runs thus — 

Whoever at an election applies for a votinjf paper or votes in the 
name of any other person, whether livinj^ or dead, or in a fictitious 
name, or who having? voted once at such election applies at the same 
election for a votinpf paper in his own name, and whoever abets, pro- 
cures or attempts to procure the voting by any person in any such way, 
commits the offence of personation at an election.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: If that were the general order, 
it would not be necessary. But if there is to be a special provision in 
the Municipal A(tt, it ought to be made clear. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We have made 
sufficient provision for stopping corrupt practices in order to make this 
Act self-contained, so that we may not have to depend on the general 
law. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (in the IIonM.ic M inister) : Do you want to cleai 
up Mr. BasuV jKu'nt? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu will kindly suggest an\ < bange which would improve the 
wording, f Imve no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But do you consider it necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; According to us 
it 18 not nece.s8ar>', but T do not say that it cannot be improved or made 
clearer. An Erplmatiou may be added to make it clearer, and I am 
prepared to accept Mr. BasuV sugge-^tion. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, will you kindly give 
us some time to draft it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the mean- 
time we can pas.s on to the next clause and we will come back to it, aay, 
after five minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no objection. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 
27 (2), in line 3, after the word “he” the words “arreUed then and 
there and kept in police custody till (be polling is over and” be inaerted. 
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Sir, this is an amendment which I have felt it necessary to move. 
As a practical man. Sir. I have ween almost at every pollini^ booth Imffus 
voters enming’ to record their votes in the same ]>olling booth not only 
once or twice, but even twenty times under different names eveiy time. 
These j)eople, even after they have been detected and turned out, come 
back again and again. Therefore, 1 sav that at the ^erv time when 
they are detected, they ouglit to l>e arrested then and there and kept in 
police custody. If that is not dene, corrupt practices will continue. 
This is a very necessary thing whii h should lie inserted in the A<'t for 
the Ikenelit of the ratepayers and for making the elections conducted on 
as pure lines as {H)ssihle. Sir, I have moved this ainemlmer»l jiist only 
to .stop corrupt practices tis niiuh as laissihle, mol 1 do not think that 
Government will find it difficult to accept it: on the contrarv, I feel 
that they will find it a valualile weapon for checking corrupt practices. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: sii, I have never 
beard of a mor« preposterous amendment than this. 'I he proposal is 
that jiersons who vote more than once in municipal eleiioiis and are 
detected should he arri'sted and kejit in )iolice custody until the polling 
is over. It is a preposterous suggestirm, liecause it will interfere with 
a man’s personal rights and liberties. 

The motion of I)r. Amulya Ratan Oho.se was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT /to Mr. Narendra Kumar Hasuh Are you ready 
with the Explanation? 

Th« Hon'blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, no Kxplana^ 
tion is nei'essary. Only a slight addition will dc». It is this that after 
the words “at the same election” the words “in the same ward” be 
inserted. 

The motion that in clau-se 27 (/), line 2, after the words “at the same 
election” the words “ami in the same ward” he insfrted was put and 
agreed to. 

The motion of Babu .Satyendra Nath Roy, therefore, failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <juestion is that clause 27, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion wa.s put and agreed to. 

Chtuie 2S- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queation in that claujMi 28 itand part of the 
BiU. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 
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CUnue 29» 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 29 stand part of tho 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 30 stand part of tho 
Bill. 

The motion wus put and agreed to. 


Clause 31. 

Th« PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 31 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. S. M. ROSE: (hi a point of order, Sir. This amendment has 
already been disposed of by amenilinent No. 547. Ur. Ghose’s amend- 
ment No. 552 would follow, if amendment No. 547 had Wn accepted. 
But as amendment No. 547 has not been accejited, T submit that amend- 
ment No. 552 falls to the ground. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

6 p.in. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
31, in line 3, after the words and brai’kets “(both inclusive)” the words 
“excepting offences under section 27” be inserted. My object in 
moving this amaudment is that in the polling iMxiths the presiding 
officers are not always Magistrates of the first class and the law wm- 
tem plates that only Magistrates of the first class shall take (ognizance 
of offences under sei tion.s 25 t<» 30. I do not object to this in the 
case of other sections, but I want to make this amendment in the case 
of section 27 in order that cognizance can he taken by the presiding 
officer or the polling officer who may l>e on (he spot at the time, lhat 
is the reason why T move (his amendment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RARU: I think Dr. Ghose^s amend- 
ment is sound, but his reasons are wrong. As the clause stands, olfencea 
under setdion 27 cannot be taken (H)gnixanc« of except on the com* 
plaint of a person whose name is on the electoral roll. He want# hf 
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lliis amendment to make it possible for the poliin^t officer aleo to 
make a complaint under section 27. That is a very desirable thinjf, 
but the reasons given by him are wholly wrong. 


Tht Hoii’bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: S^r. 1 oppose 
this amendment. There is no reason to make a distinction between 
offences under clause 27 and those under other clauses. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Itataii (yhose was then put and lost. 


Mamvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: 1 move that in clause "U (h), in 
lines 1 and 4, for the word “severr* (he word “fourteen" be substituted. 

It is only to give a latitude to those who may complain (hat I 
move (his amendment. Seven days’ time is rather too sliort for making 
a complaint after the elect i(»n is <»ver. Some time is necessary to make 
arrangements for making a complaint. Therefore, I submit that there 
will be no harm if 14 days’ time is allowed instead of seven days’ time. 


BMmi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I l>eg to opjMise this amendment. 
The complaint should l>e made as early as possible. Seven days’ time 
is (juite enough for the purpose. In criminal cases any delay in 
making complaints goes against the complainant. 


Tim Hon’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to accept 
the amendment. It will give noire facilities and opportunities to the 
complainant, which may perhajw lie necessary in some cases. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then jmt and agreed to. 


MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, T move that clause T1 (r) lie 
omitted. 

If it is really necessary to make a complaint, and if really an offence 
has been committed, facilitie.s should he given to the complainants for 
the sake of justice to make complaints in order to put a check on (hose 
persons who offend against the law. To make them dejKisit Rs. 100, as 
if money is cheap, is to put a premium on offences. This reminds me 
of another Act, namely, the S'arda Act, which, in order to prevent a 
common soc ial offence, has laid down that Es, 1,000 has to be deposited, 
fVoicES: Not Rs. 1,000.) Whatever it may be, it makes my point 
•tronger, because you cannot place offences under this section on a par 
with those under the Sarda Act. 
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The Haffhle Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, this time 
I shall have to oppose the hon’ble mover, aa we do not want to 
encourage frivolous and vexatious complaints, and if this deposit is 
not provided for, it will give rise to such complaints, which is certainly 
not a very desirable thing. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and lost. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir. Several 
roeml>ers wanted to speak, hut they did not get an opportunity. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am here to see to that. That is not a point 
of order. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; May I ask a question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will not lead to any useful result, as the 
amendment has already been put and lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move formally that in 
clause fll (c), in line 1, after the word “rupees” the words “except in 
the case of an offence punishable under sections 28 to d0“ be inserted. 

Mtuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I think this is the least that 
should be accepted by the ILm'ble Minister. You will He4‘, Sir, that in 
tliis Bill some of the provisions of the Indian Benal ('ode also have 
been 'iicorporated. If an offeiict* is commit^'d of, say, fraudulently 
taking tv ballot paper after having already voted once, that offence cornea 
uiuler the Penal (\)<le, and that (.'u<le does itot want a deposit of 
Ils. HH). But hero in the case of such offences, there is a provision for 
a deposit of Ks. 100. I think, Sir, if this amendment is accepted, it 
will 1h» an improvement on the existing clause. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. i^erhaps the Hon'bie 
Minister has not fully gravH|>tMl the implications of rejecting some of 
these amendments. The Hon’ble Minister is perfectly right in saying 
that frivolous and vexatious charges with regurd to corrupt practices 
should l>e discouragtnl and for that purpose a severity might be neces- 
sary, luid it might also be neoessarj" that the person who brings charges 
must also be a cHtmplainunt. That does not apply to other offences of 
a ver>’ serious character, for instance offences committed by a clerk, 
or polling offitw or other officers who do some wrong things or com* 
mit other offences specified in clause 29. They are not charging a 
voter or a candidate for corrupt practices. If there has been such a 
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iimmg Uiiiig done by any clerk or polling officer, it is in the public 
interest that the matter should be brought to the notice of the court 
and ever\’ facility should be given to the to bring these charges 

before the court, and they should not lie shut out by insisting on their 
depositing a sum of Its. 1(K) before they lodge the complaint. 

TIi 6 Mf« BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, I accept the 

amendment. 

The motion of Di*. Amulva llalaii (these was then put and agn'Ctl to. 

Maitivi SYED MA«IID BAKSH: Sir, I mo\e that in clause III (c), 
in line 2, for the words “one hunilred” the word “ten" Iw^ suIk 
stituted. 

Sir, some of my iiiemls may think that in moving this amendment 
for retlucing the dejjosit fr(nn Us. HH) to Us. 10 I am trying to mini- 
mise the gravity of the offences. 1 full\ agnn' with the lion'hlo 
Minister that frivolous and \exati(ms 4aNes slnmld not Im‘ eihimiagml 
and that u de|)osit will effect ivelv stop thi.s. Hut a ilejKisit of Us. UK) 
will prevent many reu.sotiablo and serious men from hringing complaints. 
In many of tlu^ inuniciiKilities luo.st of the candidateH will find it very 
difficult to collect Us. 100, t'NiH'cially for punishing others, and if they 
cannot do tliat, they will 1 k‘ allowing \erv serious ofbMici's to gt> un- 
puni.sh(Hl. As a matter of secunly .iinl as a pre\entive, a iiiodi*^( sum 
of Us. 10 is (juite enough, l^eojde will think twice UOtut* (inning to 
(oiirt if theN have to de|s»sit thu sum. llundriHl misses is a piohibi- 
tive anioinit and to insist uii a deposit of this amount will defeat the 
purfKise for which it is meant. 

Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Sir, 1 beg to supiKut the 
aiiieiidment of Maulvi Syed Majid Uaksh. 1 think, Sir, it is a very 
reasonable amendment. The lloirble Minister, while M|sniking against 
the oinis.sion of clause Hi ((-), advaiic(Hl tin* argummit that tins i lauso 

hud Imhmi iiiserttnl as a safegmirii against frivolous and ve^xatioua 

cases. However, Sir, my Mubmission to this House if^, that unrler sec- 
tion 20d of the (Viniinul Urmfslure (Nsle a court can, if it ai>|i»nirs to 

him that a complaint is frivolous and vexiitioii«, dismiss the jietition 

of complaint. So a safegmml like the one suggest<Ml. nanudy. the 
deposit of a certain amount, is not very’ necessary. As Maulvi Majid 
Baksh said, in cases of offenres like thrsio under the Sanla Act, such a 
deposit might l>e m^M-ssary, but clauses to 3(1 of this Hill sysnik of 
criminal offences of a very serious nature. My submission to this 
House is that a deposit of Rs. 10 would be quite sufficient for the pur- 
poee for which this clause has been introduced, tiomely, the pr«*ven- 
tion of frivolous and vexatious caseii. As I have already said, under 
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4ie0tion 203, Criminal Procedure Code, a court caa dismiss aajr oom- 
ptflint petition, and be ig the best person to say whether sucdi eom- 
plaints are frivolous or vexatious. My submissioA is that the pi!>> 
posed amendment is quite all right and with due deference to 
Hon*ble Minister's wisheH that some safeguard should be provided 
against frivolous and vexatious (‘omplaints, I submit that a sum of 
Its. 10 would be quite sufficient for the purpose and I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly consider this amendment. 

0-16 p.in. 

Maitlvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I support this amendment. What 
I do not understand is why in the case of a criminal offence should 
there he any lUHessity on the p«»rt of the complainant to deposit money* 
Tf it is a question of setting aside an election, then it would l)e quite 
reasonable that the nuin should required to deposit some money, 
ns in thut cnse his jM'rsonal interest is con('eni*‘<l ; but w'hy in a case 
like this should he be asked to deiK)sit money to bring the offender to 
justice? If, however, any, token of sincerity is neiessarv, I think 
Rs. 10 should 1 m* sufficient. 

Thu Hon’Me Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: lam afraid I 
have to op|H)se this amendment. Hut witlj your jjennission I should 
like to move that ’’rupees fifty” 1 k> substitute<l for the words “one 
hundred” for Ks. 10 would lie a ridiculously low amount. 1 think this 
will satisfy the mover and the House. 

The motion thut in clause 31 (r), in line 2, for the words “on© 
hundrt'd”, the wonl ’’fifty”, be substitutwl w'as jnit and agreed to.' 

The motion of Muulvi Sye<l Majid Baksh therefor© failed. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 beg to move that to clause 
31 (c) the followiiig Iw added, namely: — 

‘Vhich uiiyount will l)e refunded to him if the complaint is found to be 
true or if the court for any other retisoii directs that the amount 
should be refunded to the complainant.” 

Sir, my projiosal is *m> simple that I hanlly need make any speech 
in its behalf. Th© de{MMit to he made is meant to avoid indiscriminate 
Section petitions. But, Sir, there should be some provisions so that 
the sum deposited may be refunded to the applicant in case his appli* 
cation is held to be genuine by the court. The applicant may not be 
eueoeiiafnl in establishing his case. But that will not justify us ill' 
believing that his case is false or based on ffimsy grounds. 
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MIININDRA DCS RAl MAHAtAll I be|r sui^rt tiie amend* 
ment. A person comptainin^ is requiml to deposit Ra. 5(>, but wbat 
will happen to the money P If he wins, he ought to get it buck and if 
he does not win, he should get it back if the I'ouris think so. 

Tht H«i*bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am pre|inred 
to accept the amendment subject to certain \erbal changes, namely, that 
the dejK)sit meutioneil in clause (c) shall In* refunded to the ccun- 
plainnnt if the complaint is found to true or if for any other reason 
the magistrate or the Pourt of Sessions so direc ts. 

Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 am piepoied to accept the 
Hon’hle Minister’s amendment. 


Mr. PRESiOENT. The questi<»n is that to clause .‘U the follow- 
ing he addcnl : — 

“The deposit mentioned in clause (c ) shall he refunded to the com- 
I iuiiiant if the complaint is found to la* truc% or if for any other 
reason the magistrate or the (\»urt of Sessions so direct.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Aiiuuda Mohan Poddar therefore failed. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 lieg to num^ that in danse dl, in 
line 14, after the words ‘‘('ourt of Sessions” the words ”and a secyOlid 
up}a>ai to the High (\niit in accordance with the provisions of the 
Ccxle of (Viminal Procedure, 1898” In* inscuied. 

Dr. NARitH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a isniii ol order. 
There in no such provision in the Code of (.'rimttiul l^rocedure for a 
second ap{N*al in criminal easels. 

The motion of l>r. Amulya Hatan Ohose, therefore, failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 31, as amended by 
the (Counc il stand (mrt of the Bill. 

The motion w^as put and agreed to. 

32. 

Mr. PRSilOINTt The question is that clause 32 stand part of ike 
Bill. 

iDOtioii wms put and agreed to. 


if 
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Clause 33. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 33 stand part of 
the Bill. 

M«lilvi 8YED MAJID BAKSHs I heg to move that in clause 33, 
in line 8, for the words “fifty rupee«“ the words “twenty-five rupees’* 
be substituted. 

Sir, I j)ut in rufjees twenty-five for rui>ee8 fifty as a rompromise and 
I hope it will he accepted. 

TIm Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it was 
Its. 1(K) in the Bill introduced in the Council and it hag been reduced 
to Its. oO in the Select Committee and I do not think it could be 
further reduced; otherwise the deposit may prove useless. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Buksh was put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I l>eg to move that the proviso 
to clause 33 be omitted. 

Sir, proviso to clause 33 says that the validity of such election shall 
not be questioned on the ground that the name of any person qualified 
to vote has been omitte<l from the electoral roll : or on the ground that 
the name of any fK^rson not (|ualifie<l to vote ha^ been inserted in the 
elcHtoml roll. Sii, the electoral ndl is not always made correctly. 
Thert» aie oftentimes printing mistakes or it is oftentimes found that 
there are oth<‘r mistakes after printing is matle ; some |H*rsons who are 
dead have Ikmmi inserttsl or that the man whose name has l)een printed 
dies. These are conditions which am often found in elcKtion times. 
Therefore, I j)ro|H>se that this proviso .should l)e deleted. If they are 
deletes!, there i%ill remain very little jeason for taking these cavses to 
courts, 1 do not want to take much time of the Hou.se. It is very 
clear and I hope it will l)e ncceptcsl. 

Rai Sallito AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: These are grounds wEich 
should l>e investigated into at the time of the preparation of the 
electoral roll and they should not form the subject matter of election 
petitions. On these grounds, I oppose the amendment. 

Dr. NARBSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I want to support the 
amendment unless the Minister is prepared to make a compromise. 
The original provision, as it stood in the Bill, was something very 
different. It provided that any formal error or forma] non-compli* 
ance with any rules under the Act, which did not materially affect the 
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mult of the election, ahoulcl not be a ground for netting aside an 
election. It is quite conceivable that there may be slight errors and 
informalities which do not materially affect the election 

The Hon’We Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is quite a 
separate matter; that was in the original Bill. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Yes, that is what I am 
dealing with. I should l)e glad. Sir, if the HonTde Minister would 
kindly listen tr) the s|>eeche8 that are l>eiiig delivered and not consult 
his advisers at the time. The position is this: if these grounds are 
not omitted altogether, it may le that a clever candidate will manage 
to smuggle the namcM of Neveral j>ersonH alu» are not entitled to vi»te 
at the time of the preparation <*f the electoral rcdl, when others might 
not have the necessurv informati<iii to challenge their entry. That 
certainly is not an irregularity or an informality which will not 
materially affect the election. Irregularities should l>e condoned only 
when they are tri^ial, hut this is a very serious thing, and the langu- 
age of the pro\isioii, it stands, is too wide. It is conceivable that 
one or two cases might o<m ur when a considerable number of names of 
ineligible people may be smuggled into the elwtoral roll. I do not 
think tliere is any firecedenl for such a clause in any electoral law 
anywhere. 

Mr. 8* M. BOSE: Ma\ 1 ^ay one word, Sir!^ ('lause 34 (.'>'» which 
ha‘i been omiMed b\ the Se)e( 1 t'nmmilliM* ha** been rejdaced in another 
form under • lau'-e 3o tci. 

Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: 1 oppone the amendment. 
When the voters’ list ih prepared and fiiiblisbed, the jmblic linve the 
right to file <d)je< tions within a certain period of time, and if the pub- 
lic do not care to gr» through the voters’ list, which they are entitled 
to do, they should not lie allowed to come forward with su» h objections 
after the ebM-tion; then (here wniibl he no end of the matter. On these 
grounds, I opjvisi* the motion. 

Tha Hon^Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to opraise 
the amendment. Apart from the grounds given by the speakers before 
me, suh-idause (c) of clause 3o is quite sufBcient to meet the point of 
Dr. Naresh Thandra Sen Gupta, 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Batan Ghose was then put and lost, 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause *13 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clau$€ 34. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 34 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI; 1 beg to move that in clause 
34 (/), in lines 2 to 4, the words “or any judicial oflBcer subordinate 
to him (hereinafter referred to in this chapter as the judge) to whom 
the District Judge may transfer the petition” be omitted. 

The object of my amendment is that as no appeal will lie, the case 
should he tried by the District Judge himself and not by any sub- 
ordinate judicial officer. 

Tht Hofi'M# Mr. BI<IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I rise to op}K>8e 
the aniendmeiit. The object of bringing this provision and giving 
the District Ju<lge special powers is to dispose of such cases more 
expeditiously and if we limit the choice of judges, the object will l>e 
frustrated. Moreover, a sulmrdiiiate judge has in < ivil suits unlimited 
|»ecuuiary jurisdi<tion. Munsifs also try important civil suits. There 
is, therefore, no reason why they should not l)e entrusted with the trial 
of eler tion complaints. 

The motion (d Munindra Deb Hai Mnhasai was then put and h)st. 


G-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
34 (/\ in lines 2 and 3, after the words “subordinate to him” the 
words “not below the lank of a Sulsirdinate Judge” lie inserted. 

Sir, as the adjudication will lie in respect of important civic rights 
and in view of the fact that the dei ision of the Judge will lie final, I 
think it is proper that the adjudication should be made by some 
fxjierienced offi<>er. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will accept 
this amendment. 

Tht NoiPM Mr. BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROY: Sir. I am pre- 
pa rwl to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PR Bt I DIRT: The question is that clauae 34, as amended in 
Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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[At 6-d5 p.m. the Council wns adjourned for prayer and it re- 
aaeembled at 6-46 p.ni.] 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSONS Mr. PreHident, Sir, you have nlwayg 
been kind to listen to any BUj^ge^tione that rome from (he meinlH*r8 of 
thift House. With your permission, Sir, 1 would like to make ta^o 
suggestions. The first arises out of (he fart that the Hon’ble Minister 
has accepted a numl>er of amendments with slight modifications which 
have been patched up mdiile the House has been sitting. The m<»vers 
of amendments know which amendments are likely to be such as to be 
acceptable to the Hon ’hie Minister. If in the ca.se of such amendmenU 
they would appntnch him l)eforehnnd so that the modified amendnienta 
might le put ill a (ut-and-dried form, much of the time fd the 
rouiKul wouhl thus be siived. A word or two from you. Sir, I Udicve, 
will have the de‘*iied effec t in this ilirection. 

The other ‘iugge^tion I would make i.s (hat we should adopt the 
expedient which is used in the Mother of Parliaments to get thnuigh 
its husimss when progress is shm , that of having an albiiight sitting. 

I know, Sir. that there aie inemherH of different communities and 
ilifferent halnts (»f life and diet and that an extiuisioii of the aftciiMsin 
sitting of the Collin il wiMild raune fuune hardship. Hut, I suhinit. Sir, 
that if vou weif tn -it till T o'clock at night and again come hack at 

II ji.Tii. and .sit still 7 a.m. in the morning, all memhers would have 
finished their meal ladore II o'chwk and would come here prepaied to 
work. So far as tlie mcmliers of the Kuropeaii gioup arc concerned, 
they wouM b<» prefcaicd tcc dec this. [ kiicnv. Sir, that if such un 
expedient weie mhepted, it would be on youi< shoublers that the heaviest 
hurdeii would fall, hut 1 suhinit there is a Deputy President and a 
panel of Chairmen who would all he very willing to help you out in 
presiding over the deliherations. I am perfec tly c*ertnifi that we should 
all W very glad to get the business of this session through with what 
expedition is possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. With regard to Mr. Thompson’s first sugges* 
tion, I am afraid be wa** really locking me to tread on dangerous 
grounds. He asked me to thniw out a siiggesticm to the iiiemWrs to 
the effect that they should approach the HonTde Minister to asi’ertaiii 
from him as to whic h of their amendments might bp acceptnble to him, 
in order to alraiidori those that he might not approve. I think that is 
not my business. 

As regards all-night sittings, I would not mind the strain if there 
was an earthly chance of my being a guest of the European group, 
every night. tl^TUghter.) I am sure the HonTde Minister and mero- 
bers too would not mind it if the hospitality of the European grou[> 
was extended to them also. (Laughter.) Tliat lieing granted, I am 
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prepared to assure Mr. Thompson that I would not trouble my Deputy 
tiT any rhairnian of iny panel to aet for me, but would remain at my 
fKmt fhrou^rhfuil the sittings. The tradition of Speakership of the 
Mother of Parliaments is that the Speaker should not vacate the Chair 
unless he is ill. By Go<Ps grace I am ever so much fit and if the 
House chooses to sit whole night, Mr. Thompson is sure to find me in 
the chair whether he like.s it or not. (Ijuughter.) 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, as regards 
Mr. Thompson’s first suggestion, it is not possible to ask members to 
sppn)ach the Hon’ble Minister, but it is possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to ask the meml>ers who ha\> got amendments to discuss mat- 
ters with him Iwfore the Council sits. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. You ask me to tread orT a ground no less slip- 
peiy. (Laughter.) 


Clause Sh 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause .35 stand part of the 
Hill. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: S r. I beg to move that 
after clause 35 (c) the following \w inserted, namely, “or (d) a candi- 
date’s nomination has been wrongly rejected or a iif.mination which 
ought to hav(‘ been rejected has been wrongly accepted '. 

Sir, the clause I want to insert is one of the grounds on which an 
ele<'tion can be set aside and as it is not covered by either (o), (h) or 
(r), I think that it should W inserted. I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will accept this amendment. 

Th. Hon'bl* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am pr«- 
imreil to accept the amendment with a little re-dmfting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, you are moving an amendment to the 
amendment. 

Tht Hon'bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. The 
re-drafted amendment w'ill run as follows: — 

That after clause 35 (c) the following be inserted, namely: 

or (ii) the result of election has been materially aflfected by 
improper acceptance or refusal of a candidate’s nomina- 
tiou.’ ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Thp motion of Dr. Narwh Chandni Son Oiipt« therefor* failed. 
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Mr. PRiSI DENTS The question is that clause 35, as amended in 
Oouncil stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and a^jrreed to. 

Clause 36, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3G stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion \va«i put and agreed to. 


7 p.iii. 

Clause 37. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 37 stand part of the 
Bill. 


Rai Baluulur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I la^g t<» movt* that in clause 
37, in line (J, for the word “six” the word “three” he substituted. 

I would (Uily say that six years is too long. I would suggest three 

The Hofi'bte Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Hui Kamiiii Kumar Das Bahadur was put and lost, 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I Wg to move that in clause 37, 
in line (i, the words “and the Judge's decision shall l>e final” be omit- 
ted. 

If under the ordinary law* of the land, there is an appeal to the 
High (’ourt, 1 should think that ought to Ik* retained. I do not want 
to have a positive enactment that there should Ik* an appeal to the 
High Court. I want that if there is an ap|>eul to the High (Vuirt, why 
should any jKTson Im* deprived of it? So, the words “and the Judge’s 
decision shall be final” should l>e omitted. 

The Hon'bM Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : I rise to opfM>se 
this amendment }>ecuuse we want to dispose of these cases as (piickly 
as pos^ihle; otherwise there would Ik* no finality. That principle has 
been followed by the Select Committee in re-<lrnfting the Bill and I 
oppr»se the amendment on that ground. 

The motion of Bobu Satyendra \ath Roy was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 37 stand part of tha 
BUI. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 38. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quention is that clause 38 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 39 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I heg to move that in clause 
39, in line 3, after the word “vacancy"’ the words “or vacancies” be 
inserted, and, in lines 3 and 4, for the words “as thouj^h it had been a 
casual va<*am‘y” the words “in accordance with the same procedure us 
is to be adopted in case of casual vac ancies” be substituted. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There may W <*nses in 
which more than one seat may be vacated and, therefore, it is neces- 
sary that these verbal alterations should l)e made t<» cover the phirality 
of the cases. 

Th0 Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oj)pose 
the jimendment, Sinj^ular includes plural. I do not think this 
nmendnient is necessary. 

The nndion of Muuindra Deb llai Mnhasai wa.s p\it and lo‘'t. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The ([Uestion is that clause 39 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and a^rreed to. 


(louse 4fK 

Mr, PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 40 ?.tand jwirt of the 
Bill. 

Dr, AM ULYA RATAN CHOSE: I bejf to move that clause 40 be 
omitted. 

Clause 40 lays down : “No election of a commissioner shall l>e culled 
in question in any court except under the procedure provided by this 
Act, and no order possed in any proceeding* under setTions 33 to 37, 
both inclusive, shall l>e calletl in question in any court and no court 
shall grant an injunction.” 

Sir, this is a ver>’ serious thing. In such eleitions, where a com- 
missioner is elec'ted under some sort of objection, it will be a draatiG 
meaiure to take away the rights of the ratepayers to pray for injunction 
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afainst such elections in any court ! There ought not to be a provision 
in this Bill of this nature in view of the fact that in many such elec- 
tions and in many of such election petitions it has been found that the 
election was not a valid one or that the elw'tion ought to be set aside. 
Knowing all these things it is very difficult to say that this section 
will not interfere with the long-established rights of the ratejmyers. 
Not only does it affe<‘t the ((miiniHsiouers but, 1 think in some resj»e<*ts 
it also affects the election of chairman and vice-chairman of niutiici- 
palities. With this right taken away from the nitepayers, it will lie 
simply impossible to rectify the injustice that will lie found later on 
after the election and, therefore, Sir, I think this sort of legislation 
should not l>e incor|>orated in this Bill which, we hope, is going to W 
an improvement on the old Act. With these words. Sn. I commend 
my motion to the acceptance ot the House. 


Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: T oppo*.t* file amendment on 
the only ground that now. unlike the provisions in the (d«l Art, all the 
p(»wer has been entrusted to the District Judges and other Judgis not 
inferior in rank to Subordinate Judges t<» deal with these matters, and 
if a civil (‘ourt like the (’ourl <*f a District Judge or a Subordinate Judge 
decides tficse cases of elections, what necessity i** there to have that 
question again thrashed out in another civil (‘ourt ^ Sir, my submis- 
sion to the H<»use IS this that in the <dd Act there was a provision for 
setting a>ide an election when an application would ha\(> to he made 
before a Distin t Ma^'istrate who would tr> the case summarily. Now* 
a Di'^trict or a Subordinate Judge will enter into these matters. 
There is a ju'ovision in the Bill ‘‘how'iiig what are the eorrupl practiees 
and the matter wtuild he thoroughly thianhed out. So. what is the 
necessity of our entering into tins matter again by wav of a separate 
litigation y My submission to the House is this that this (dause 4ft is 
all right and the matter slumld not he allowed to In* rc-agitnted in 
another civil <’ourt. So, I opjaise this amemlment. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oj'qMise 
this amendment. This clause has been put in the Bill after iiiucdr 
consideration and as a result of long exjrerience. Dr. (rhose knows 
himself, what is the result of sm h injunctions on hn al iKidies from hid 
recent experience about his own municipality. There is no chairman 
now in Howrah Municipality for the lust few* months and litigation is 
going on. There is an apjieal to the High Court and an injunction ♦ 
wa* idsued and the whole iiiatler has lieeii held up. In enses of eJeedion 
to other lor'al bodies, suc h as the niutiic ipalities of Howrah and Burd- 
won, injunctions were i-sued and new* Ixiards could not be former! no 
that the old boards continued for more than five montbe. The eleetion 
took plac^e in November, 1929, and the boanl could not be formed till 



186 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


[17th A.IJG., 


19^10, In Bnrdwan the election tfx)k place in December, 1931, and the 
new Iward has not t)een formed up till now. So, to gr^ard against such 
difficulties, this provision has been introduced and I do not think that 
I can agree to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Katan Ghos© was put and lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RAT AN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that in clause 40, 
lines 5 to 13, the w'ords beginning with “and no court shall grant an 
injunction’' and ending with “upon their duties" be omitted. 

Sir, just now the Hon’ble Minister has referred to the cases that 
occurred at Howrah and these arc the cases which strengthen my 
[Kwition, rather than weakening. A chairman or a commissioner who 
has b(H)n found incafKible or ineligible for standing as a candidate for 
|>erfonning the functions of a commissioner or a chaiiman, by a legis- 
lation, if the Government .st^eks to remove that disability of such 
chuirnian or cfuumissioner, will that l>e a reasonable course for the 
Government to adoj»t to bring in such a commissioner or a chairman 
for the administration of a munici|Kility ? It is for that reason alone 
that an injunction in a tx>urt is always necessary. If that injunction 
is not there,' an uiidesinible jx^rson whi) may Ik‘ at the top of the 
administration may swamp the whole administration. It is for that 
rwison that, the right of the rate|Xiyers and of any pul>li(‘ man to ask 
for an injunction in a court of law should always be jH*nnissible. It 
<*anrii>i be said with any amount of rea.sonabbuiess that this inherent 
right of the pul)Iic sh<mld 1 m' taken away by legislation. As i-eganls 
the cast* of Howrah referred to which the Htui’ble Minister also knows, 
it has been found in a court of law that the sitting chainiian w'as in- 
eligible ai'cording to the jweseiit Bengal Miinici])ul Act for standing 
as a chairman and if this law were not in the hands of the public, then 
that ineligibli* man would have contimitHl in office and could have 
admiuistertHl the inuniciixil adiniiiistnition (»f Howrah much to the 
chagriiH of the Hownih ]>ublic and the rateixiyers. It is only this 
inhenmt right of injunction of the ratepjyvers that has saved their 
inunici|»ality from licing administered by a man who is not likt*d by 
the rate|K»yers. If this weaixm is taken away from the hands of the 
public, 1 do not think it will he n verj* reasonable act on the part of 
Government. With these few words, I commend my amendment to 
the acceptanc'e of the House. 

TIM Hon’Mt Mr. BUOY RRABAO tINGH ROY: I nse to oppooe 

thiii amendment. By this clau.so Government is going to take away 
the right of litigation in a civil court. I do not think the public will 
be left without a remedy. Sufficient provision has been made in this 
Bill itself. 
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Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOti: W)i«4v!> 

Mr* NAREMDRA KUMAR BASU* In election claused. 

Thf HoffMe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On these grounds 
I oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Uaiaii Ohosc was jnit and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ciuestiun is that clause 40 stand imrt of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7-15 [».m. 

Clause 41 . 


Mr. PRESIDENT* The (jue.stion is that clause 41 stand jmrt of the 
Bill. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* Sir, this is a formal amendmenti 
and I heg foinially to move it. It nins us follows: — 

“That in clause 41, in line 4, after the won! ‘fit* the words ‘and 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act’ he inserted.” 

I hope. Sir, that (ioverniiierit will have nothing to object to it. 


Khan Bahadur MauIvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. 1 am afraid that 
my friend is moving it under a misu[i|»rphenMion, liecause it concerna 
the rule-making iJowers of Government. Goveniment cannot poisihly 
override the provisions containetl in the statute. It will he inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Act. I think this amendment to be un* 
necessary. 


Thi HafPMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the grounds 
put fcfrward by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amiil Haque, I also formally 
oppoee the amendment. 

The motion of I>r. Amulya Baton Ohose was, by leaTe of the 
Gonncilr withdrawn. 
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Mauhri MUHAMMAD HOttAIN: Sir, I beg to move that clause 
41(a) be omitted. My reason in moving ibis amendment is simple: 
it is that in view of the provision already made in section 18(7), this 
clause is unnecessary. A definite provision has already been made in 
clause 18(7). So this clause should be omitted, and 1 do hope that 
Goveniment will have no objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 oppose it, be> 
cauHc ibe Govcnmient can provide it by niles. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain was put and lost. 

The Hofi’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
nH)ve ttiat after clause 41 (h) the folltiwiiig be inserted, namely: — 

**(hl ) with reference to sub-clause (ia) of clause (/V) of sub-section 
(2) and clause (ii) of 8ul)-Ne<tion (o) of section 21, the 
minimum sums entitling a jierson to vote.” 

Sir, it is only conse<|uential t(» amendment No. 42S. 

The motion wmis put and agreed to. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, may I hnv(^ your mission to move 
a slnu t-notice amendment K 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND* Sir, 1 beg to move that in sul>-clau0e 
{<h of clause 41 for tlie wonl “any” llie word “a” be substituted. 

The motion was put and ugrpf*d to. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that 
in elause 41 (4L in lines, 3 and 4, (he wonls ”or in the opinion of the 
Local (iov(*rnment inmifficient provision” be omitted. 

lVrha|w, I am only giving an exi>rp8»ion to what the Government 
itself intends to do. What is meant is that the Ixxal Government 
should make rules relating to elections and elation petitions in respect 
of matters for which the Act makes no provision. I submit, Sir, that 
the l^ocal Government can, in no circumstances, make rules in respect 
of any mstter for which the Act makes provision. If the provision 
in the Act is insufficient, it means that some aspects of the matter in 
question liave not been provided in the Act. If there is anv insufficient 
provision for matters for which the Act has not provided, Govemmant 
should have the power to provide for it by rules even without this 
clause. 
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Hm Hm’M# Mr. BUOY PR AMO tINCH ROY: Sir, (}ov<*rnment 
will be in a helpletie {KMition if this power is not in;serted in the Act. 
It is not meant to cover cases contemplatetl in the Act excejit where 
the provision is really iiisutticietit. With these wnnls. Sir, 1 opjM»se this 
motion. 

The motion of Dr. Xaresb ('haiulni Sen Guptn wa.s then put and lost. 

(lause 41. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T he question is (hat chiuse 41 stand |mrt of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and ugretsl to. 


Adjournment. 

At 7-25 p.iii. the Council was adjoiimwl till d p.m., on dhuraduy, 
the 18th Au^rust, 11)32, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceediiifi of the Bengal Legislative Council assendiled ader 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houee, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 18th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Eat 
(^HACDin HI, KT., of Suntosh) in the Chair, the four Hoirble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Ilon’ble Ministers and 108 nominate 
ed and elected members. 


STARRED OUESnONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Death of Anil Kumar Das, an undertrial prisoner. 

*95. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAgU: {a) Has the attention of 
the Hon ’hie Member in charge of rhe Political l)ej>artment Wn drawn 
to the statement issued hv the District Magistrate relating to the death 
of Anil Kumar Das, an undertrial ]nisoner, and to the post-vwrtem 
report in the cuseJ' 

(ft) Have the (loverninent eonsidered the statements made therein 
and accorded their ujiproval? 

MEMBER in ohargo of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. R. N. RoiiD: (o) Yes. 

(b) Government have no reason to disapprove of the statement issued 
hy the District Magistrate. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Before I ask any Riipplemeni- 
ary question may I have your leave to ri-^e on a point of information? 
This question No. 9f> is one of sevenil that I sent in on this pariieular 
incident and in several of them — at least ih three of them — I gave 
certain reasons for Government to consider whether the statement of 
the District Magistrate was satisfactory or not. Those questions have 
been taken away from this (question 95 and those questions are still 
to be put up on the question paper. As a matter of fact no previous 
notice is given to tnenihers as to which of the particular questions is 
going to answered. On those questions it might have been possible 
to put supplementary questions; hut it is rather didicnlt to ds so il 
the trunk is taken away from the main question. 
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Mr. I^RiilDENT: 1 do uot quite understiuid what you mean. 
Do you mean to say that your question was di\ided into several parta 
and ^hat some of those parts have been taken away, or that they were 
80 many distinct and separate questions ^ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: V es. Sir, they were one series 
of questions, and only the first part is triven here. 

TIm Hon'blf Mr. R. N. REID: As far as I know, Sir, this is the 
question whith 1 received and I have answered it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understan<l that you p'ave notice of several 
questions. It may be that they were on the san»e subject but they 
were independent of each other. Is this the fact I* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: They were not independent of 
each other. The .second que.stioii so far us 1 reiiieniWr the W(»rdiu)ir— 
It was sent a long* time ago— was whether with regard to the statement 
of the I)istii(t Magistrate (ioveminent made any inquiry. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: itut the (question is whether they weie separate 
questions, (|uile distinct f/orn each other. I shall make an imiuiry if 
you so desire. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Not having any knowledge 
as to which ({uestion is going to Ik* answered on si particular day it is 
difficult for any one to carry everything in his head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • This is the usual practice and you certainly do 
not mean that there has l>een a departure fioiii it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (ih. no! 

Myinantingli 4ail inoidafit on aooonnt of tornado. 

^SS. Maiilvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: (a) Will the 
HonTde Mem tier in charge of the Political (Jails) Department lie pleas> 
ed to state— 

O) on what date the Mymensingh Jail was blown over by the last 
tornado ; 

(n) on what date the de^id brnly of the jKditical prisoner, Muriindra 
Mohan Ghatak, was found out; 

(fit) whether bis dead body was examined by the Civil Hurgeon. 
Mymensingh; and 

(ip) whether any examination waa held by anybody f 
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(b) Is it a faet that no injury was found on his person? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the opinion that has been ex- 
pressed that he could have been saved by timely removal of the rubbish, 
etc., s(Mjn after the o<*currence? 

(d) Is it a fa<‘t that the detenus and the prisoners informed the 
authorities conterned about the missing? of Munindra Mohan Ghatak 
soon after the ocrurreiice and also volunteered their sendees for the 
removal of the debris, etc., from the place where Munindra had been 
workinjrJ^ 

(c) Is it also a fact that they were not allowed to do so? 

(/) Is it a fact that the slied, in which Munindra had Wen workinjf, 
was coustrui ted depurtmentally and not by the Public Works Depart- 
ment ? 

(fj) Is the Ilrjn’hle Member aw.iie of local public opinion that the 
departmental huildiii^s are ^renemlly con>(ructe<l with had materials 
at costs cheaper than that of the P. W, 1). huildin^''s? 


(70 Is it a fact — 

(!) that all the' departmentall\ count nictc«l lll^l<lin;.^s in the 
Myinensinjfh Jail c<nnjM)und were totally sma‘<hed ; and 

that most of the P. W. D. huildni^rs have remained tuiinjured? 

(/) Is it a fact that the public volunteered their service-* for the 
removal of the <lebiis, etc., just after the (xaMinence had taken jdace biii 
the j»ei iiiission was refused by the District Ma^ristrate? 

(j) Is it uNo u fu<'t that the Superintendent of Police and the Dis- 
trict .ludfre, Mymensinjrh. were willintr to allow the public to remove 
the debris, etc.? 

(I) Is it a fac t that some persons were found lyinp under the 
rubbish ? 

(/) If so, how many? 

MiMBEH in i^rgt of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (Oio 
HoiPMo Sir Pfovim Otiyndor Mlttor)s (a) (0 9th May, 1932. 

(fi) nth May, 1932. 

(Ill) and (ir) lit view of the requireiuenta of medical attendance for 
a large number of injured persona it was not possible for the Civil 8iir« 
geon or any other medical ofBcer to do either. 

(h) There wete many injurma on hit body. 
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(c) No such opinion from any well-informed person was reportetl to 
Go%*ernment. In view of the fad thiit organised parties for resume work 
were started by the staff immediately after the mTurrence and assistance 
was rendered by many inmates of the jail, there should not be any legi- 
timate foundation for such an opinion. 

(r/) It was known that the prisoner was missing. A nunilier of 
ddenus and pristmers did assist in removing debris, etc., but no one 
knew under which jmrticular jmrt of the collapsed wall liis lM>dy was 
buried. 

^r) A limitt'd nuiiil>er might not have been allowed to do so as there 
was risk of esj ape, Imt as already answered the assistance of the detenus 
and prisimers was availed of. 

(/) Yes; but it was tbi* eidlapse of the com|>ound wall that was the 
primary cause and the compound aull was constructed hy the P. W. D. 
and not depart mentally. 

(//) Kvery building that was within the r.one specially affected by 
the tornado suffere<l very w'verely. 

(A) (/) and Huildings <-oristructed depurtncmtally as well us by 
the Puldi( Woiks lh*|iartment weie eipially affetted. 

(0 (.iovernment are not aware of this, hut immediately after the 
tli^iister orgjini*'ed parties starte<l extiieating the dead and the wounded 
and man> jail inmates lendered ussistume in the work ol reseue. 

(;) (io\ eminent aie nr>t aware of this. 

<k) Yes. 

(/) 19. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs With reference to 
answer (r) do I understand the Oovenimeiit to admit that uh a matter 
of fact for so long as two days some of the debris were not cleared? 


Tilt Hofi’bl# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: Yes, a portion 
of the debris was not removed in spite of the fact that more than 3fK) 
persons were employed. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Was the clearing of the 
debris done only by the staff and no outside assistance taken ? 


Tilt HtiPMt Sir PROVASH OHUNOER HITTER I A good deal 
by the staff and convicts and outside assistance was taken, many cooltee 
were also employed later. 


U 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEl Was any outside help in 
the shape of inediral attendance taken? 

Tha Hon*bl 0 Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; My impression 
is that it was taken. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Mem. 
her be pleased to state whether it was not possible for the Civil Surgeon 
to hav4» larger outside iiiedit'al help to cope with the situation? 

The Hofpbla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Because in 
addition to the intnates f»f the jail there were others who were injured 
an<l who had to be attended to. The tornado was of a very severe 
natun* and the area att'e<t<*d by it was tweatv-five uiih‘s iit liMigth. Not 
only the whole of tfie lo<ul hospital was full but it was very difficult to 
remler nuMlical assintaiue to all persons injured. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon’ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state whether any iinpiiry has been made if there 
was any defect in the construction of (he coiujiound wall of the jail? 

Tha Hon’bie Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No iudepend- 

cut uuniiry wa.s niudt*. Hut tin* nature ot th»> tornado was such that 
it is doubtful if any stronger foundation could have withstood it. 

0r« NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ith regard to answer 

(i) are (he (Government in a position to deny that the Distiict Magistrate 
refused outside assistance which was volunteered? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Government 
is in a jM)sition to state that no such offer was made to the District 
Magistrate. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Then am I to take it 
that th«‘ answer to elaime (ft amounts to this: that the District 
Magistrate did not refuse assistance? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is quite clear. 

Of. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With regard to answer 
(y) is it not jM>ssil)le for Guveriiuient to get the information as to what 
the Superintendent of Police and the District Judge did? 

Tha HOfPbla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It was un- 

necessary' to get that information because it is extremely unlikely that 
thoee officers did not work in close cooperation with each other. 
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Mynimingh 4ail inoitfiiit on Moount of tornado. 

•97. Mauiwi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUPills (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in tharfre of the Political (Jailn) Department U pleas- 
ed to state whether it is a fact that, duiin^r the last tornado incident, 
firearms were usc<] hy the sentries or the police in the Mymensiiifrh rail 
in order to prevent ingress ami egress? 

{b) Is it a fact that owing to iitdisci iminate firings some of the pri- 
soners were very badly hit? 

(c) Is it a fact that ^ome prisoners diod in the hospital in conse- 
(juence of the injuiies so received? 

(d) Is it also a fa< t that during the po^t^mortem examination bullets 
were extracted trom the Isalies of some of the |)e!*sons injured in the 
jail? 

The HorPble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: to) As over ‘.MMi 
prij«)m*r'* had escaped, the jailer, in or«ler to bring buck Jt5 mon* pri- 
soners, directed th<‘ fifing; of otl rHainds ot blank and l’» rounds of buck- 
shot and sm-ccssfully brought back these prisoners. The firing was 
<]one b\ the airued guaul under tfie direct supervision ot tin* jailer. 
There ua- no firing b\ lire police. 

ib) There was no irnlrsci iminate filing. Only one fuisoner while 
esrajiing reieiv(*<l a skin wound. 

i t ) and iii\ No. 

Mstlivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Will the Hon’ldt* .Member be 

pleased to state \Nifh referenre t<i answer tol frfuu wber** thosr .Ti pri- 
soners were brought back? 

The Hofi*ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: From a little 
distam e outside the jail. I may explain that the jail wall ha 4 ] < ollapsed 
and a number of prisoners had escft|>ed aii<| it was just outside that 
place that they were found. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In it not a fact that 
prisoners were running away in a panic? 

The Hofl’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think 
so. They ran away long after the tornado ceased. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Were the Government 
ittiftfied m to this after inquiry? 


TIm HsiPbIt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Tea. 
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Miulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: What time after the tornado they 
were arrested? 

Th« Hon’Iile Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I do not 

ronieiiiixT. 

MiUlvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: What became of the prisoner who 
got a skin wound? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Presumably 

he is all right now’. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that the 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division arrived at the place immediately 
after the occurrence? 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Was any bullet extracted from 
the body of any of the prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Have all the prisoners 

been accounted for? 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Barring a 
few. Some surrendered and some were captured. 


Sttperlfitendent, Additional Special Jail, Dimi Dum. 

*98. Babu SUK LAL NAG: (a) Will the Hon*ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Dejmrtmeut be pleased to state the rea- 
sons why Itai Sahib Suti Prosad Ganguli, Superintendent, Additional 
Special Jail, Dum Dum, took leave? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was asked to take leave by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, Bengal? If so, why? 

Tha Hofl’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER ItiTTER: (a) For reasons 

of health. 

(h) No. 
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Administration of civil Juotioo in tlio Court of tho Distriot 
Judge, Pabna. 

•Wi Mr* B* C* CHATTERJEE: Hus the attenticm uf the 

Hon’ble Member in charf^e of the Judirinl Deimitmeni l»eeu drawn to 
the state of thin^^a (oncernin^^ the mlministration of rivil justire in the 
Court of the District Jud^e at I^aluia, as tli>c’los<*d by the following 
observation made by the lion’hle Mr. Justice tirahain in his ininutea 
of insi)ection of the Civil ( ouits at Palma, dated the I Itli Fehruarv 
1930: — 

“This reveul.s a veiy serioua •'tate of aflaira, as the manner in whii h 
civil liti^ralion is bein^*^ hehl uji, really amounts to a ilenial ot 
ju8tice“P 

ih) Is it a tail that tin* a\(*in>re duration of civil matters pending 
in the District Judge's Court at l‘abna in 1930-31 wa** (>“4 days, ami 
Home are still pending’’ from I9‘J4F 

(c) Js it a tact that fuit of 7t>0 total working days the District Jud);ri* 
and A<l«lit if)iial District JHid^e" of Palma and Hji^rra could d<‘v<»le in 
1930-31 rjiily 'JOU days to civil \uu'k ami have to devote the rest of 
their time to cnmimil wotk, and in 1931-32 out of 490 workin^K* day*^ 
they devoted (Uilv 42 da\s to ci\il work ami the rest to ('timinal work? 

(d) AVhat was the number of <‘i\il matters pending in the Courts of 
Distiir t Judjre and Additional District Jud/jres of Pabna and Ho^^a by 
the emi of June, 1932, ami for how lon^^ had they been jiemliiiK? 

(c) If«iw d<» the troveinment propose to cope with this heavy accu- 
mulation of civil work? 

(f) Is the Jlon’ble Memlier aware that the District Jmljre of Palma 
eannot dexote enou);h time to the disjajsal of civil litif^ution <»n accmint 
of the heavy character of the criminal matters rerjuirinjr diH|K>sal by 
him ? 

(//) Are the (lovernment consi<ierin|f the desinihility of relievintf 
the District Jml^e of Palma ami Itotrni of most of the criminal work 
by posting an Additional District Judge at Pabna permanently and 
thereby giving him a free liand in disposing of the huge accumulatiori 
of civil matters awaiting derision? 

MEMBER in oliargn of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tfio Hon’blo 
Mr* R* N. RoM): (a) Yes. 

(h) No. The average duration of civil matters disposed of in 1930 
was 624 days. No civil matter is pending from 1924. 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) A Htateniont is plaml on the tabic. 

(e) The matter under consideration. 
(/) Yes. 

(fj) The matter is under consideration. 


StakrnerU referred to in the answer to clame, (d) of starred question No. 99. 
Pending civil files on 30th June, 1932. 



(а) Onr iutu Rlnt'r txH'n (UdimimnI of 

(б) Aa % 4'liiim CAar ia itlU prndintf. 

(«) Klght aiuro 4>f 

(«f) Onr «p|"'Ai aim'*' dIaiMiactt «>f 
(f) Two •|i(M'ikla aitiro of 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiuwm to which were laid on the table) 

Hindu Coliege hoetel of the Chittagong College. 

43. Ril Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the 
Hon'hle Mini.4er in chargre of the Kducatifm Department be pleased to 
•tate why the Hindu College hostel of the Chittagong College has been 
abolifiliefi 

(6) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the students of the college who have not their own honsee 
at Chittagong are not allowed to live in the hosteb which 
are not authorised to accommodate such students; 
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(it) that there are not Huftieieut hontelg at Chitta^ug; and 
(ill) that the alwlition of a lu>stel will fteriously affect u jrood many 
students who will have to stop their education for want of 
suitable places of residence at Chittaifong!' 

(r) Are the (b)veniment considering the desirability of i*estoriiig the 
college hostel*^ 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
HofPblo Mr. Khwaja Nazimudiftn) : (o) Hernuse succ'cssivc IVincipals 

have reported that the buihling is utterly untit for use as a residential 
hostel, the (hMiiand for a(‘<'oiiiiuoilation in it has be«*ii small and it ran 
be more profitably utilised to relieve the congestion in the lei ture numis. 

(h) (I) Yes. Hut ^tudents ( an l>e permitted to live in hostels if the 
Principal is satisfied that they are properly bmked after by u respon- 
sible person. 

(//) Yes. 

(lif) No. The number of students who resided in tlie Hindu 
hwtel was small. There has be«‘n no falling off in the numlH»r of 
adiins.sions to the t’olleg** thi.s uuit. 

(c) If there i^ a sufficient demand, the (juestion of ojicning a hostel 
Oirain ^Mll be considered 

Rti Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hoirble 

Minister l)e ple.ased to state uiiat uas the number of boarders when 
the ho.stel was alxdished* 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I think 14, Sir. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state uhethei (rovemmetit will tonsider it a suifit lent demand 
if 10 students apply for uca iimmodation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a h \ia»thetiral (|ueHtion. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Will the Hmrble Minister 
be pleased to state why the house i.s consideied unfit for use as a resi- 
dential hostel?' 

Tha NorPMt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Be^ouse it is an old 

building with no (oinpound wall. 

Rai BMiadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Are there any «tich waiU 
in the Muhammadan and Buddhist hottelsf 
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Th# Hofl’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. But there are 
proper peinons to look after the buildin^fs. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: What is the numl)er of 
BtudeiitH in the Muhaiiimtulaii uud Buddhist hostels^ 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 


Nazir, Small Causes Court, Sealdah. 

44. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the Hon ble Mem- 

her in rharj^e of th«» Judicial Department he j)leased to state whether 
it is a fact that tin* present //ocir (►! the Small (’aiises (’ourt at Sealdah 
is a hlcKid-relution ot the District Ju<!jre’s ,<(hcnii(it(l(ir ol the 24-Par^ana8? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Memher lx* pleased to state whether it is a 
fa< t that this ministerial otficer has h(*en all aloii'.r a /n/c/r throuj-rhout 
his Her^’i(■e^^ 

(r) W ill the flon’hle Meml»er he pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment ^ivin^ a list of the relatives ot th(> present ,ihen!<fa<l<ir of the 
District dudjjre of the I*M-l*aiy^anas, vho an* holding service^ under the 
Huid Jud^re, showinLr the particular po'^itions they have been occupying 
for the last ten years)*' 

The HorYble Mr. R. N. REID : in) and ih) No. 

(r) (1) (lojiendra Nath Mukherjee, step-brother — in separate mess. 
He has been a muhumr at Alipore since Hith March, 1927; before 
that be was a nruhnrnr at Basirhat. 

^2^ Satyendra Nath Mukherjee, brother — in separate mess. He wa« 
forms clerk a* Alipore tnun oth hVlmiary 1921, then mulMrrtr at 
Alipore, from 1st October, l!t2d, then a niulmrnr at Baruipur, since 
OctoWr, 19d0, and is now a tnuhamr at Diamond Harl)Our from 3rd 
January, 1931. 

(3) Aiuureiidra Nath Mukherjee, son of the ahen-Mtadnr, entered 
eerviee on Ist Septeiiil>er, 1923, avS probationer. He was a temporary 
officiating muharnr at Basirhnt from l-Mli September, 1924, and then 
a comjwring clerk at Sadur till 14th Januar>-. 1926. He wa« a 
mufuirrir at Alipore fnim loth January to 25th (htoher, 1930, and has 
since then Wen a muharnr at Seuldnh. 

(4) Phaui Bhusan Oanguli, son-in-law. He is a probationer. 
Appointed on 19th DeoemWr, 1929. Before that he acted as tempo- 

clerk occasicmally from April, 1927. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will (l.e llim’He 
Member be plea.'ied to imiiiire into the cirrnni.'itnm-rs under wliii-h this 
oflScer was appointed? 


Thtf Hofl’bls Mfa Ra Na REIDs I nm piejiaml to make impnries 
into the matter, if the memher so desires. 


Excise petty offlcert. 

45a Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (</) Will the Ilon'hlo 
Minister in eharp‘ of the A)K''rieulture and Industries (Excise) Depart- 
ment he plea^eil to \\h(>ther any meinoriai was Huhmitted hy the 

excist* petty otlicers rej'jirdin^' their status, pay, etc., to him or to the 
Commissioner of Excise? 

(hi If the answer to in) is in (he artirmative, uill (he Ifotride 
Minister la* pleased to state what a<‘tion, if any, has lH*en taken in the 
matter y 

|r) Is It a lai t that thest* peit\ oflii'ers do the same kind of work an 
is done hy the a''sistant snh-inspector of ptdice hut are in n*('eipt of 

less pay ‘f 

id) Is it a faet that they hav«* ^•■ot no time-scale pay nor any kind 
of itn lenient whats(»ever? 

(Cl Is the Ilon'hle Minister cimsiderinj' the desirahility of placing* 
excise j>e(t\ officers in status ami rank similar to those of uHsistaiit hul>- 
inspectors of police? 


MINISTER in otiargc of AGRICULTURE ami INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (tha Hon*bla Mr. Bi|oy Prasad Singh Roy)i 

(fl) Yes. to the Commissioner of Excise and Salt, Denial, in 

{hy The Commissioner of Excise and tSalf informed the memorial- 
iats that he saw no reason to supjwrf any of their prayers. 

(c) The kind of work done hy the l>etly officers of excise is not tha 
tame as that of the assistant suh-inspeetow of police and their pay 
if different. 

(fl) The petty riffic ers are on a graded scale of pay which was revised 
in 1921 from lU. 12. Us. 15 and lU 25 Rs. 29, Rs. 25 and Rs. 90. 

(f) No. 
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AlItgGd atiault of pritonors in tho Satldah Polioo Court 

46. Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble MernWr in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state wliether it i« a fac^t that four prisoners convicted on the 7th July 
last at tlie Sealdah Police Court were severely assaulted in the Court? 
(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Member Ik* pleased to state — 

(/) the circ'unistanc’es under wliicdi they were assaulted; and 
(//) wheth(*r Ihe ]*olice Magistrate himself took part in the 
assault ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: ud No. 

(h) (/) (o) Does not arise. 


Com and rent oolleotions of eetates under the Court of Wards. 

47. Maharaja dACADiSH NATH RAY, of Dinajpur: Will the 
ITon’ble Member in charge of the Ilevenue Department l>e pleased to 
lay on the talile a statement showing, district, by di'^trii t, the respective 
amounts of yearly gnw.s income from rent collections and of yearly 
(Government revenue in the canes of the two biggest estates under the 
Court of Wards in each district? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): A statement showing rent and cess 
colIe(’tions during 1’{‘18 H.S. and (Government reveinje payable is laid 
on the table. Separate figuret for rent collections are not available. 


Staifttunt rrfrrreti to in the afufu>cr to unstarred question .Vo. 47, 




Grown iooomo 

Gowmment 


Nrtmc* of 

from rent and 
POSH rollwtionw 
for 1338 B.S. 

revenue 

pa^'able. 

V 

Hurdu'nn — 

R«. 

* Ra. 


BurtlwHii VVardu' tstUO' 

flO.lO.5l6 

31,71,661 


MuinafHurr — 




MahuiAiltil Wanin’ 

fl.92.3U 

2.73.563 


Banticlf'bpur Want* ' mtate 

26.237 

5.397 

3. 

Hooghljf — 




B. I.. Tntnl 

51,771 

11.343 


P, Mukiw*rj«c 

25.658 

1.552* 

i 

^l-Poryctart#**^ 




Bliowatiipur WanlH' tsutate 

1,90.775 

75.220 


Qobanlanga Wanift* eataie 

1,27,264 

34.54a 

3. 

/fwiia — 




Chatlangia Wards’ eatata . , 

1.27,0!« 

41.457 


TCmora Wards* talaia 

61, 529 

16.518 

*Pro|!«itlM eoMlM aKiiUjr oC 
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Name of eatate. 


6. Murtkulabad — 

Kasirabaaar Haj Wards' estate 


Gross inootne Government 
from rent and revenue 

cess colleetions payable, 
for \m B.8. 

Hs. K«. 


18.46.396 S.09.335 


7. Jewort — 

Mukhorja* Wards’ eet Ate 29.615 

Bagt'har Cooudhuiy Wanis’ estate . . S'kAAT 3,639* 


8. Khulna — 

Kliarana Wanls' estate 


50.438 5.002* 


9. Darca ~ 

Itiumal e«tat4‘ 

Dacca N'awab estate 


lO. M\fmpn»ingh — 

HadiatnaKnr Wanls’ ('state 
Golakpur Wards’ ('state 


n. F and pur - 

Naniiioftat Mukh<'rj<'e (*«tAte 

12. Bakaryarij 

l)nks]iirish>dMU|»(ir (Mtate 
Mrs. M. T. Brown rotate 


13, Chujfmnuuj 

Raj Kisiw'n Baiierjce estate 
Bani^ITHni Hey (^tale 

14. Tipp^ra — 

RhukailaHh Wards' estate 
Corn ilia N'awab estate 


15. Soakhali — 

Bhulua Wanis' estate 
K. K. Ikwe and otlien 


16. Lhnajpur — 

Maid war Wards' estaU* 
Janbaxar No. II 

17. Jtfmgfiur — 

Kakiita Wards' estate 


Bamandanga 


5,34.314 

11,78,313 

4 4. .5.55 
2,67,940 

89,604 

82,105 

21,985 

31,763 

6.196 

2,471 

1,7.5,897 

1,. 18,894 

47.tt63 

17,695 

79,687 

63,105 

48. H8) 
6.137 

1,3.7.021 

79.186 

67,785 

3(»,209 

4.09.3.36 

7,677 

1,64.310 

191* 

1,63,395 

76,453 

il 

e- e» 

2,02.717 
{flgunMi for 
1337). 

M4,413 

37.775 

16,600 


(ftffurm for 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Th« Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Bill, 1932. 

The Hon*ble Mr. R. N. REID: With your permission I to 
present the Report of the Selert Committee on the Renpral Suppression 
of Terrorist Outra^jes Bill, 1932. 

The Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932. 

[The (liHcusHioii on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1982, was then 
resumed.] 

Clausv 42. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (lUestion is that clause 42 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: I ^ to move that after 
fduuse 42 (/) the tollouinj^ piovi^o he inseJl«‘d. namel\ : — 

“Provided tfiat a cfuninisHiruHU- u ho has 'reived us a chairman in the 
same nninicipality for two terms immediately juecedin^ such election 
bIiuII not l)e re*(dected as chairman.'* 

My reasons foi the proposition are shoitly these. If a person is 
elected chairnmn f<»r more than twf> terms, he naturally ptthers some 
influence almut him wliich ts not to the ultimate '.mhmI of the munici- 
pality. In <irder to etilist the votes of commis.sioners hu- the next elec- 
tion, he is aluays eajxer t<» placate them atid theJeh\ tails sometimes in 
the strict performance of his duties. I shall ^-ive an illustration. If 
a chninnan has an eye in the next term of oflice, he will naturally 
cultivate the jfootl wishes of ('omiuissionet's hy lending;' support to their 
prt>je<*ts, however unfuofitahle they may he. Even an honest man 
Incomes a prey to ^reetl of power. tSo that his election may l>e safe 
the next time also. To accomplish his end, it is not unlikely that he 
will do things he would not have done otherwise. It will be thnnig-h 
the eoinbination of ( ireumstances over which he will lose control that 
he w’ill turn out to he less honest than durinjr the first two terms. Sir, 
I am quite alive that in the first place penerully the question of con- 
fidence will be put in favour of his candidature for the third term. 
But, Sir, the confidence he enjoys will be far more strengthenwl if he 
gets a chance to contribute his services selflessly and on the other hand, 
the confidence he enjov's will not l>e allowe;! to l>e prejudiced in future. 
My contention in this respe< t is that a chairman who has had an oppor- 
tunity of (commanding the g(K)dwin of the majority should not be giTeii 
any chance where he is apprehended to abuse that under abnormal 
circumstances. 



GOVERNMENT 


205 


1032 .] 

Sir, iu the second place, it may also l)e said in favour of an ele('lioii 
for the third term, that a person so chosen will utilise his experience 
in furtherance of schemes which the municij>alif> has undeitalcen 
during his chairmanship. But if he wants to serve the miinicipalily 
after the completion of the second term, he may as a commissioner, if 
he is selfless in his motives, place his ex}>4*riences at the di«}K>sal of hivS 
successor in office and thereby help him materially in the discharge of 
his duties. Moreover, the impression should not be left in the public 
mind that a monopoly has lH*en created iu the case of u ceitain indivi- 
dual for the oHice of the ( hairmati. Every one with cnpacit) should 
have a chance of serving the munit ipalit\ . It is from these points 
of view that I plead for the u<’ceptame of my aoiendment by this 
House. But 1 am afraid that my ameiidmeut may not be looked 
upon in the same spirit in which I have thought tit to biii»g it. If the 
Council doc> not find it^ way to .support me, 1 shall Jest satisfied uith 
the opportunity that I have got foi recording the views, I entertain 
with g^reut sincercty and earnestness, (tnly the othei day we cariied 
an amendment mnveil bv l)i. Sen (iupla lor eiiham ing tbe term of 
office to four years. So, umler this stage, if an extension i.s not gi\en 
to a person for tlie thij<i term he, for the completion of his projects or 
schemes (in contemplation* will get a clear period of eight years— a 
bufliciently long time for the pur|K)se. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY S Sir, I must 
cong^ratulate (he lion’lde mover for his ingenuity in suggesting an 
amendment like this, but for oiivious reasons, 1 cannot accept it. If the 
( hairmun (ontinues to enjoy (he (orifideijce of the ratepayers as well as 
of the commi*^sioners, I see no reason why (iovemment should stand in 
tbe way of his Iwirig re-elected for a thiid term, d'he mover has 
represented that it will be a monopoly if he is re-elected for the thiid 
time. But what about the ex|>erience which he has gained in this 
work? It should Ire utilised in the interest of the iKrard. With thc*se 
few word-s. Sir, I j»[ifrose th4' mol ion. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan Bcrddai was then put and Irrst. 


Tilt HOfPbl# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl 1 Ireg to move 
that after clause 42 ( 2 ) the following lie inserted, namely; — 

**{ 3 ) Tire election of a chairman by the commissioners shall be 
subject to the approval of the Local Oovenrment, 

( 4 ) If the Ijucal Government disapproves of any election by *he 
commissioners of a chairman, it may order the commissioners 
to elec t within a period to be fixed in the order another person 
from among (heir number to be chairman. 
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(J) The rhairman when elected shall hold office as such pending 
the orders of the Local Government under sub-section (3) or 
suh-seetion (4) as the case may be, but, if the election is 
not approved by the Local Government, he shall be deemed 
to have vacated his office from the date of receipt by the 
cominisHioners of the order of the Local Government made 
under sub-section ('/).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. T lise to oppose this amend- 
ment. It seems that the Hon’ble Minister is out to reinsert all the 
clauses which were deleted in the Select (’ommittee to lessen the grand- 
motherly c(»ntrol of the Lof-al Government over the rnufaxsal municipali- 
ties. Sir. I do not know and the lion 'hie Minister has not been pleased 
to give US any reusons, wliy the election of the chairman of a irnifijssal 
municipality should Ik* subject to the approval of the Local Govern- 
ment. The only lea'^on that he has been pleased to give in his minute 
of dissent was that he was of opini(m that in the interest of better 
administration of local bodies the Local Government should control the 
<de<ti(m of chairmen by mufn.sx4tf nlllnI^•ipalitie^. Sir, it reminds me 
of the llengali proverb that he who loves a c hild better than the mother 
is either a witch or something else. Tluit commissioners, who are 
elected by the fK*o|)le or nominated by the IkkuI Government, should 
be worse judg<*s of the calibre cd a man hom they want to jvreside 
over their deliberations as their chairman than the I/»cal (lovernment 
which live hundreds of miles away from tliem, is a pro})osition that 
takes my breath away. After 50 years of local self-government — when 
we are thinking (»f reforms and a reconstituted Bengal I/Cgislative 
Council on the lines of l^rovincial autonomy — I do not think that 
nuuiicifiulities ('uniiot b<* relied upon to elect their own (’hair- 
men without ofUcious interference fnuu high otlicials. It is xmiething 
unthinkable, and 1, therefore, oppose this amendment. 

Dr. HARtSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: .Sir. I op|>ose this 
amendment. I wonder what the HoiCble Minister w*onld think of his 
performance if this motion were cuiTied. If he looks back uptm his 
opening .speech when he introduced this Hill and when be expatiated upon 
tile gr«»at advance which has been made in it in removing the control 
of the I/H‘al Government over the internal affairs of the municipalities, 
he will see that if amendment.s like thi.s of which he has given notice 
are all carried, thei-e will be pre<‘ious little left of the advance ujion 
which he expatiateil in his opening speech. Hut what is the idea 
behind itP The idea is that the lo<*al people may pcwiblv elwt as 
chairman a person who may he undesirable, and it is the IxKal Govern- 
ment who is going to set it right. 1 would ask the Hon'hle Minister 
how he would feel if the British Parliament in their wdsdoni thought 
similarly, namely, that, although the Provincial Ijegislatures may have 
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Ministers drawn from the majority of the elected members of the 
Councils, nevertheless, as they are likely to abuse their choice of 
leaders, the appointment of these Ministers should l)e suhje<'t to the 
apprt>Tul c»f the Secretary (»f State iu t'ouiicil. That argument tnig*!!! 
be made with the same amount of justification with which the Ia>cal 
Government make this argument. The L(M*al t^overnment stand to the 
municipalities in the ‘»ame position as the Secretary of Sta^e stands tu 
the Provincial l^egislatures and 1 wonder what the Ilon’hle Minister 
would think of suc h a proposal. 


Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Sir. I shall onlv say 
just a few words in op|M»sing the motion. By this Bill more and more 
powers are conferred on the self-governing Uidies and I do not see why 
a commissioner who has been elected as a chairman slmnhl la* suhjtwl 
to approval of tiovernmeiit ; this measure will he very unpopular and 
will he apunst the principle of democracy, for it takes away the sense 
of responsibility from the elected commissionei^. I do n«»! see why if 
a membei is elecfe<l hy the commissioners tor his worth shmild run the 
risk of l>eing disappnived of by the Government. I hi this ground 1 
op|H)fte the amendment. Sir. 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I oppose this amendment, we 
were much giutitied when in his opening speerh the Minister said that 
the €*Iection of (hairinan would not be subject to the appiova] of (he 
I^-al Goveiument, if I may icmemlwr aright. But now I think (he 
successes he has piined every day in thi.s ('ouncil have led him in mo\e 
amendments which coiiflift with his speech. 


Tht Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AO 8iNCH ROY: May I lise to 
u point of peixuial explanation, Sir!" I nevei imide any sm h promise. 


Of. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: After so many years of (*ontrol 
over IcK’al self-gc>vemraent jf it is still thought nwessary that tin* 
election of chairmen of local bodies should he subject to the approval 
of the Local (Government, then it cannot Iw calie<l local self •govern- 
ment, hut a mockery of Imal self-gr)vemmeDt. 


3-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNlNDl Sir, 1 feel that I am a very poor sub* 
•titute for my Minister. The critkiim ol ]>r. Sen Gupta was not 
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really very fair. The Minister had said that the Bill was a great 
advance ufion the present Act towards granting democratic institutions. 
Even if we have to retain some safeguards, the Bill is still a great 
advance: and it is rather misleading, I think, to suggest that safe- 
guards are not necessary. The Ilon'ble Minister is not going back on 
what lie said previously to the House. This is an amendment, Sir, 
which exists in the Act as it stands. It is a provision which has not 
been very often used and it is only used in very extreme cases. Mem- 
bers of this House have, during the past week, very frequently referi‘ed 
to the example of late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. He was a great 
leader and a great statesman in Bengal and we all know what great 
advance tof)k jilace when he was Minister. Sir Surendra Nath himself 
considered the question of utilising this power when there was the 
question of appointing Mr. Snsmal as Chairman of the District Board 
oi Midnupore and, although there w^ere very strong reasons for exeitds- 
ing this power, he did not exercise it. That was the attitude of 
Government then. T see no reason why the new Government, which 
will succeed the Government as established now, will he any less careful 
in utilising (he pow'ers given to it. 

The argument put forward that it i.s a mo( kery of self-government 
to say that after ot) years’ experience in municipal administration 
peoide are yet unfit to elect their own chairmen is not reallv very 
sound. The people who have been experimenting on self-government 
dining the past 50 years are not the }>eople who w’ill be electing chair- 
men under this Act for the next ;i0, 40 or 100 years. If the members 
who criticise this provision were to see the number of rHjuests received 
in the department f(»r infertereiice with the eleition, they would realise 
that there is something to he said for leaving this power in the hands 
the lioc’ul Government. With these few words I support the amend- 
4uent moved hv the Hon’hle Minister. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINi Sir, I rise to 
opiwse this amendment of the Hou’hle Minister projwsing to give the 
IKiwer of approval of the election of chairman to the Government. I 
do not understand the principle on which it has been .sought to intro- 
duce this clause into the Act. I have been listening to the speech of 
Mr. Townend to find some reason which would justify the leaving of 
this iK)wer in the hands of the Government. I am aware that in the 
past there have Been occasions when Government had to interfere with 
the appointment of chairmen of Iwal l)odies; but I think with the 
advance of self-^verning institutions and the condition of things 
which we expect in the near future, such interference will not only be 
unnecessary but will hot be justified on principle. I think, therefore, 
that we should oppose tibds ansendmeal * 
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The motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. Bi joy Praiiad Sinprh Roy wa* then 
put and a division taken with the following* result; — 


AYES. 


Anmtrtna. Mr. W. L. 

Auttln. Hr. J. n. 

•al, laati unit Kumar. 

»al, Mai SaKito tarat caanara. 

•asir uauin. Klian SAaib HauUi 
HaliamNiMl. 

•tramyrt, Hr. H. 

Maimv Hr. I. N. 

Oli»wahury, Haji taai Ahm«d. 

CalMfi, Hr. D. J. 

Oamangar, Ha|ar>0««Mral W. V. 

Caapar, Hr. C. C. 

Oat. Rai Kahadur Kamini Kumar, 
eaaraut. Hr. L. fl. 

Caagali, Rai aahadur tutil Kumar. 
OAuinavi. tha NoWMa Albadj Sir Abdal* 
karim. 

Oilabrut. Hr. R. N. 

HtfidarMn, Hr. A. 0. R. 

Hadgt, Hr. 4 , 0. V. 

Nutaain, Hauivi Latafat. 

Ktian, Haulvi Arntn^urlaman. 


Hittar, tiMi Han'Ma fir Rravatli Ohuaitr. 
Huiliah. Hr. Hukuada Rthary. 
NaiiuMiddia. tha HaalMa Hr. KhtMja. 
eaira, Hr. t. F. 

PhUpat. Hr. N. C. V. 

Rahman, Hr. A. F. H. Ahdur- 
Ray, tahu Amulyadhan. 

Raid, tha Han'hia Hr. R. N. 

Rata, Hr. J. 

Ray, Hr. tailaaarar Stnah. 

Ray. tha Han’hia Hr. Rilay Fraaad Singh, 
taadatullah, Haulvi Huhammad. 
larkar. Saha Saaai Stharl. 
tarhar, Rai Sahih Rahati Hahan. 
tan, Hr. ■. R. 

San, Hr. Oiria Chandra. 

Staplatan, Hr H. I. 

Tawnand, Hr. N. P. V. 

Tarynam, Hr. H. 4. 

Wilklnaan, Hr. H. R. 

Waadhaad, tha Nan’Ma Hr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


AfMl, Nawahrada Khvaja Huh a mm ad . 

Khan Rahadur. 

Ali. Haulvi Hataan. 

■ahth, Haulvi Syad Hajid. 

■anarji, Hr. P. 

•aau. Sahu Jatindra Nath, 
gatu. Hr. Narandra Kumar. 

Saaa, Hr. a. H. 

Chaudhuri. Oahu Kithari Hahan. 
Chaudhuri, Or. dagandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Mhadur Haulvi Ali. 
muataman. 

Chaudhuri, Haulvi Syad Omnan Haidar. 
CImudhttry, Haulvi Nurai Ahaar. 
Ch awdhary, Haulvi Abdul Ohani. 
Pailullah, Haulvi Huhammad. 

Ohaaa, Or. Amulya Natan. 

Ouha, oabtt Prafulia Kumar. 

Nahlm. Haulvi Abdul. 

Hagtw, Khan Rahadur Haulvi Aiiiul. 
MPRua. Kaii Smdadut. 

Naaain, Nawab Huaharruf, Khan Rahadur. 
Nataain, Haulvi Huhamma d . 

Kaaaat. Haulvi Abut. 


Khan. Khan Rahadur Haulvi Huaaaam All. 
Khan. Haulvi Tamituddin. 

Law, Hr. Surandra Nath. 

Haiti. Hr. R. 

Hiftra, Rabu Sarat Chandra. 

Hamin, Khan Rahadur Huhammad Abdul. 
Hubhapadhaya. Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag. Rabu Sttk Lai. 

Nandy, Hahara|a Srit Chandra, al Kaaim- 
batar. 

Paddar. Hr. Ananda Hahan. 

Rai Hahaaai. Hunindra Oab. 

Ray, Rabu Khattar Hahan. 

Ray. Hr. Shanll Shahharatwar. 

Raut, Rabu Naaani. 

Ray. Rabu Satyandra Nath. 

Ray, Hr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray Chaudhuri. Rabu Nam Chandra, 
Sahana. Rabu Satya Ninhar. 

Samad, Haulvi Abdua. 

San. Rai Sahib Akthay Kumar. 

San Oupta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 

Shah. Haulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Singh. Sriittt Ta| Rahadur. 


The 4y^ being 41. and the Noes 45, the motion was lost. 

MUNINDRA OEt RAI MAHAtAM Sir. I heg to more that in 
dsttse 42 (7). in line 5, for the word “five” the word ‘*t«n" be auh- 
ititiited. 


14 
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In acrordance with clause 42 {/), the meeting is to be held within 
21 days from the date of publication in the (Udcutia Gazette. It may 
not 1 h* possible to issue the notice wdthin 5 days from the date of 
publication. In case the chairman is out of town, he has got to be 
coiniiiuiiicutefl with; at least ten days’ time ought to be given and 
eleven <*lear days will then be left for the requisitionists. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Mr. Piesident, Sir, in support- 
ing thi.*. amendment I want to bring one thing to the notice of the 
Ilon’ble Minister. At pre.sont many of the poor municipalities do not 
subscribe to the ('alcutta Guzettc and some municipalities in the interior 
oi (’hittagf)ng or Rnjshahi Division probably do not get their copie.s of 
the (rfizcUf till three days after the publication, i.e., they do not get 
their eopies till Saturday or it ma\ be Monday or Tuesday next when 
tlie < huirman may not be there. Morero.er, at present the practice is 
that an additlimal (onnuunication is sent b\ the (lovernment to the 
(Commissioner ot the Division and the District Magistrate almut the 
nomination and 1 suggtvst to the Ilon’ble the Minister that the time for 
this should be extended to ten days from the date of receipt of the 
Guzrttr and of this eommunifation trom the (iovernment. It is not 
only a prm tical suggestion but it will give ample time. 

3-45 p.iu, 

Th0 Hon'blc BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROT: I am prepared 

to accept the amendment. 

The motion oi Munindiu Deb Kai Malia^ai was tfien put and agieed 
to. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that <’lause 12^ as amended b}*^ 
the (’ouneil, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion put and agreed to. 


Clause 43. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <iue.«tion is that clause 43 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mauivi HASSAN ALI: 1 l>eg to move that < lause 43 he omitted. 

In my opinion, this clause should lie entirely omitted as it is a 
retrogruile measure. It is very vague and indefinite. For example, 
if a chairman is ele<'ted and the election is called in question and if a 
further elet tion is not held within 21 days then the chairman will l»e 
appointed by the Government. I think such a provision should not 
find any place in the Act. It is highly objeidionable. 
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Hit Hofl’Mt Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROYl Without mvh 
a provision the ele(’tion of the ehninnan may he held up and suppose 
there is a failure and there is no chairman, what will happen P It is 
a very necessary provision for the working of the Act. A municipality 
cannot function without a chairman. 'Miere may he a dispute between 
two parties, and they may refuse to elect a chairman and it ma\ In'cnme 
impossible to hold a meeting to elect one. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4'{ (/». in line 4, after won! “ehairman*’ the following he 
inserted, namely: — 

“another meeting will he culled within seven days of the 
tirst meeting !•> the < hairman of the outgoing body of 
eomnitssKiiiei s t<» elect a i hairman and \ ice-i hairman and on 
failure to eleet tin* t hairman at the second meeting’'. 

The olijeet is to gi\f‘ a second chance to the commissioners t«> elect 
their chairman. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. I heg to suppoit this amemlmeni 
and I hope Oovernmeiit will accept this ninendmeiit because a similar 
one has been accefited bv the Government. 

The Hon*bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi I ii*^e to oppose 

this amendment. It is not a fact that (irovef iiment aerepled a similar 
amendment yesteidav. The two things are eiilirelv different. The 
other one referred to the failure <»f the election of commissioners. If 
the new commissioners an* elected an<l there is no ( hairman, the board 
will not function. I’he elec tion of the ( huirtnan cannot Iw* indefinitely 
postponed. The failure to elect a chniriiian can only take piaffe if there 
is a dispute Wtween difiereiit groups in the municipality and it may 
not be fMissible to bold a meeting, as I have said liefore, to elect a 
chairman. It is no ijs^ giving uiiother «»pfM>rtunity. So, I opjMHie 
this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra l)eh Kai Muhasai was then pul and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. 1 l>eg to move that in clause 
{7), in line 9, after the words “one of the ' the word “elec'ted” lie 
inserted. 

Sir, the present day spirit is for democracy, and the Government, if 
it at all wajits to appoint a ( hairman by name ^rom amongst the com- 
missioners, should appoint this chairman from the elected group. 
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There ie noth i ok more to be said about it except that it ought to be 
accepted by the Government. I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
cannot agree to make any distinction between an elet ted and an appoint, 
ed commissioner. Such appointment will be made from amongst the 
commissioners of a municipality whether elected or appointed. The 
House has already iocepted the principle of appointing commissioners 
ami I do not think there should be a distinction between an appointed 
and an elected commissioner. 

The motion »»f Dr. Amulya Hatan (those was then put and a division 
taken with tlie following result: — 


AYES. 


Ali, Mmulvl HAMan. 

SAiMrJi. Mr. r. 

OStMihuri, SAbu Kithari Mahan. 
ChaiiAhury, Mauivi Mural Ahiar. 
Failullah, Mautvi Muhammail. 
OhAMy Or. Amulya Matan. 

Maaut, Kaxi imtfadui. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 


Miitra, oabu Sarat Chandra. 
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Raul, tabu Hoiam. 

Roy, labu taiyondra Nath. 

Roy Choudhuri, lobu Horn Chandra, 
tamad, Maulvi Abdut. 

•on Oupta, Or. Naroth Chandra. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabxada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Armstrong. Mr. W. L. 

Austin. Mr. J. M. 

•ahsh, MauNi tysd Majid. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bat, Rai tahib Barat Chandra. 

Banorji, Rai Bahadur Ktthab Chandra. 
Barnia, Rai iahib Panohanan. 
lasir Uddin, Khan tahtb Maulvi 
Mahammod. 

Birhmyrs, Mr. N. 

Blandy. Mr. B. H. 

Bass. Mr. f. M. 

Chaudhuri. Or. dagtndra Chandra. 
Chaudhun, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
mutxaman. 

Ohowdhury, Haji Bodl Ahmod. 

OhaoNihury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4, 

Cappingor, Major-Conorat w. V. 

CMpmr, Mr. C. 0. 

Oas, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Naridhan. 

Pavmus, Mr. L. R. 

Oangali, Rai Bahadur Buoii Kumar. 
Ohumavi, tho Non‘Ms Alhadj Air Abdol- 
harim. 

OiMirist, Mr. R. N. 

OmIm, baBu Rratuiia Kwnar. 

Nahim, Mautvi Abdul. 

NBBBi, Khan Saliadgp Magtoi Axitiit. 


Hsniftrion, Mr. A. C. R. 
Hodge, Mr. J. D. V. 


HOMin, Nawab Muiharruf, Khan Sahadur. 
Hotsoin, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Huitam, Mauivi Latafat. 

Kamm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-ux-Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaxxam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 


■**lt#r, tho Hon‘bfo Sir Provaoh Chundor. 
Memin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Martimor, Mr. N. R. 


-lifinopwnaya, nai ganib Barat Chandra. 
Mullioh, Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 

Nag, Babu tuk Lai. 

Nandy, Maharaja Bris Chandra, of Kaotm* 


Naximuddin. tho Non’Mo Mr. Khwaja. 
Potro, Mr. B. F. 

Philpot. Mr. N. C. V. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. m. Abdur- 
Rai MahasAi, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu AmulyadiHui. 

Ray, Babu M O Bo ndra Narayan. 

Raid, tho Hon^blo Mr. R. N. 

Rooo, Mr. d. 

Ray, Mr. Ballatwar tliigii. 

Roy, Mr. Barat Kumar. 

Rdy, tha Naii*Bii Mr. Bijay Rivaid BingBu 
BagdatmiaB, Mautvi MwiMumwad. 

•aBam, SaBu Batya KiwBar. 
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•M«ar« 9m 9mt» iiiw«i 
•arMr. Hai taliib fltbati Maluui. 
9m, Mr. a. n. 

SMI, Mr. Oirit ClMiMIrm. 

9m, Ifai Mib AktiMy Kumar, 
taali, Maulvf amuI HamM. 


itagii, tHlat Taj taluMar. 
ItafUttaa. Mr. N. I. 

Tt m w a i , Mr. N. a. V. 

Twynam, Mr, H. 4. 

WiliiiaMii, Mr. H. K. 

WaaaiMaa, tlw Naa^Mt Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being 15 and the Noes 70, the motion was lost. 


4 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause 4d t^l, in line 1, for the words “ordinarily be a” the words 
“ordinarily be an elei ted“ be inserted. 

The clause runs thus — 

“The coinmiHsioner so apjKiinted shall ordinarily l>e a iion-ottirinl 
except when the Lo<'al (boernment is of opinion that it is nece*'sary to 
apfwinl u (foveinmeiit <db< ihl.“ 

This will f>e a <listin<t impro\ement, Sir, unde? preseiit-dny condi- 
tions, if this aniefidfiient is accepted. I ptopose this amendment onl> 
as a forward move aiul notliing else; so long as elected non-offi<‘ial com- 
missioners are available in municipalities, 1 think (lovernment ought 
not to I'hoosc a nominate<l coniiniHsioiier as chairman. Ther<*foie, Sir, 
I commend m> im»tion to the ac( eptunre of the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 supiuut this 

amenilmeiit. I ho[»e the Ibui’lde Miiii.stei will see his way to accept 
it. It only says that when making an appointment the lax'al (Govern- 
ment shoubl give prefcrciue to elected commissioners. The principle 
this: a muiiinatetl comiuissionei . just like an elected commissioner, 
may be appointed chairman in (‘ases where the nominated c-oinrinssioner 
gets the suffrage of the wlude House. Hut when (he (lovernment mitkes 
an appointment, and the choice falls upon a nominated ciunmissioner, 
there is no means of knowing that that nominated chatrman enjoys 
the confidence of the jK*ople of the locality, rnder the present Hill, 
there is no guaiantee that an elected « omruissioner, who has the suffrage 
of the whide constituency and who has the confidence of the pc»ople 
of the lcMalif\, will l>e ap{K»inted chairman, (Jovc-rnmeht ought <c» 
choose an elec*ted c’Oinmissioner rather than a nominated c'ommissioner. 
And, if. there are good reasons to the continrv, the discretion w*ould 
lie left with the (Government, 1 do not see any reason why this 
amend nieiit should not la* accepted, 

Sabu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. 1 beg ( 4 . support this 
amendment. The Hon*ble Minister is awnre that His Exi'eHency the 
Governor has the right to choose his Ministers from elected members 
of this Council and not from nominated metnliers, and I suggest 
tbat this clause should W on a line with this iielI>known prineiple. 
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Tha HofiTWe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
opf)osf* thin ainenflnifiit. Government cannot make any distinction, as 
I said on the last occasion, ])etwepn elected and nominated commis- 
HJoners, e^pe(•ialIy so when it is laid down specifically that ordinarily 
he should he a nf»n-ofhcial. AVhy should Government make a distinc- 
tion Ix^tween an apjwinted non-official and an elected non-official com- 
missioner? It may he that an appointed mm-official person may enjoy 
j^’iealer confidence of the ronimi'-sioners. So, t haerimieiit thinks that 
it would not he justified in makin^>^ (hi?* rhan^n*. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Itatan tflio^e uas then put and hhst. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, I heir to move that in clause 
4d (2), in lim‘s 2 and ‘h the woid- “exiept when the LcmuI (io\eniment 
is of ojdnion thiit it i'' necessaiv to :ipp<nnt a Goveiinnent official’ he 
omitted. 

I have no new arirument to offer. I onlv want to ■'U^^est to tiovern- 
ment that wIhmi it a[>poinfs a commi'‘^ionei‘ to he a chaiinian, iu» 
(iovei'iimeiit (dliciid .shouhl he a[>pninted. \ niunici jialit y i** a self- 
^>veirnn^'' institution, ami in ordei to jri'e the piimiph* (d repre.senta- 
tion full pla> Goveniment should not a{)]>oint an otiicial to pie>ide over 
Mucli a representative hody. Government may tell what will bajipeu 
later on if after an election nohody enjoyed the confidem e (d the whole 
hody of commissioners and make it a jrround foi appoint in^^ an official. 
It is one thin^r piling*- (tver another, which doe-, not look well in a 
ie[>resentativ<‘ institution. I think. Sir, this amemlment should l>e 
ai cepted in order to kee[» intact the repioentatis e chatactei of muni- 
cipalities. 

Khin Bahadur Maulvt AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid that my 
tnend has misunderstood the lann’tmjre of the clau'^c*, r/c., “ordinarily 
he a non-oHiciul”. I believe the interpretation of that clause will leave 
ii open to Govermmuit to uppo nt a non-(dfi(dal under ordinary circum- 
stances. And, it is only in excepticmal circumstames tiuit (jovernment 
will appoint an official. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: Sir, muv I have your permis- 
sion to move the amendment whicdi stands in the name of Bahu Jitendralai 
Bannerjee Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got his c'onsent? 

Ral Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: No, hut I leave the matter 
to your diftcretion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes, you can move it a« your own amendment. 


Rai Miftdur Dr. HARiDHAN DUTT: 1 be^ to luovo that in claune 
4ii {2), in line 2, after (he wenls “the Lwal (tovernnient’* the wordti “for 
rt^aaons to he reconleil in writing*’ he iiinerted. 

I believe if this in accepted bv the Huum*. the views of tlie two 
extremes would lie satisfied. My friend Maulvi S\ed Majid liaksh wantM 
to delete the wlode thiii^^ alt<»^»et}ier, and he is anxious that tlieie may 
not beany intervention h\ (rovennuent What 1 am su^rjKM'stin^*^ i.s that 
before liovernment come.'^ to a liension, ib must ri*<(ud its reasons in 
wrltln^^ (A vokk; Wherey) What I umlei-^tanil b\ the words "in 
wntin^r is that tfovernment should du it puldols. W hen that letter 
ap|>ojnt in^*^ a i’ hair man is issued, it shun hi ha\i* tlu* leasiois for hs appoint* 
ment. That will be suHk lent, and 1 beln‘\e tins wouhl meet the two 
extreme views as lepirils this matter. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I am afraid 

that I liave to oppose both these ameiHiinents. As has been pointed out 
by Khan Hahadur Maulvi Azizui ilac|ne, (lovernmeiit would ordinarily 
apjKiint a non-ofheinl ; and it is only in i‘xeeptional eireumsIaneeH that 
th(>v ma\ appoint an otfieml. Such exi(*ptional eirmimstanec's do arise 
as It liaiipeiH'd in tlie ease (d the Harnipiir Munieipalit \ . f may jMiint 
out that there was c onsidiTable party faetion l»etween rival jfroups of 
commissioners and (hinj'.s he< aiiie imjM>sMible; no iioH'tini^'.s could he held; 
no busiiK’ss ( ould l»e tran.sa< led; and (lovernment, instcnid of supersedinjf 
th(^ muriK ijialit v. apfiointcd one of their ottiuals to take ehiufte of it 
and set tliin^^s n^rht. Such oi ea.sions are not ver\ rare in the experience 
of tioverniiient in the administration cd local bodies. It is only in exeep* 
tional ( irrunistanees that (lovernment tvouhl exen ise this rc'served 
power. It this reserved power i.s taken away, then there would be no 
other nlt«‘rnative for (iovernmeiit but to offieialiEe a iiiunii ipality, which 
will he \erv undesirahle. 'riiis jiower is very seldom exerc ised even 
now, and we can very reasonahI\ antic ipate that, in the* future const if u* 
tion c)t the* eciuntry, it will be only on rare occasions that siicdi powcefs 
wcjuid be exerc ised and oiil\ when thc*rc‘ ma> In* a ^'•reat iiecessity for 
(iovernment to inter>c*ne. 

As regards the sujftrestjon of Itai Dr. Ilandhan Dutt liahadiir for 
rpc*ordin>r m writin;: the reasons for apiMrintiii^*^ an oflicial, I be^ to ask 
iiow doc*s if improve matters y (Iovernmeiit do not pass any c»rdc‘rs 
x'erbally : they are always rer orded. There inav be circumstances where 
it will not he dc*sinible to record in writirifr the rennom for the iippoint- 
ment. For instance, there are party factions in municipalities, and they 
may deal, with c^aHes in the municipalities in such a way that (iovernment 
may have to intervene. So. they oujirht to have that rij^ht. I, therefore, 
oppose both the amendments. 
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MiUlvi lYED MA4IO BAKSH: Sir, I beg leare of the House to 
withdraw iny motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Majid Bak§h waa then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt was then put and 
lost. 

Mft FRCSIOENT: The question is that clause 43 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


4-15 p.m. 

Clduxc 44. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 44 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


i Id u^v 4^'i, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qiie.stion i.N tliat clause 45 stand jiart ol the 
Bill. 

Bibu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I lag to move that in 

clause 45. in line 1. for the woids “at a meeting” tht‘ words “in the same 
meeting us referreil to in suh-section (/) of section 42” he suhstituteil. 

Sir, my oliject <n moving this liuiemlment is ti» have the eIe<*tion of 
the chairman and vk e-< hairman on the same du\ . If it is not done at 
the same meeting' and 1 1 (»nly tlie rhairman is first ele< ted he will have his 
own likes and dislikes tor a partnulur individual and uutumily much 
canvassing will go on and the exen ise of the tree choice of tlie commis- 
Bioiiers will he interfered with. I hope the llon’Ide Minister will accept 
this amendment 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, 1 supi)ort the amendment 
which has just been moveil by my estet*med friend Babu Kishori Mohan 
(Umudhuri. It i.s a very reiiHonable amendment, and it is not only 
reasonable but this is the usual practice now followed in the munici- 
palities under the Bengal Municipal Act which is going to l»e revised 
and I think that the same prw'edure also prevails in the Loi’al Self- 
(lovernmenl Bill. If such a reasonable amendment is apposed, I do not 
know what amendment will be acceptable to Government. 
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Vm Hoffblt Mr. BI^OY PRASAD SINDH ROY: Sir. if thid 
amendment i« opposed it will not debar the election of a chairman and 
vice-chairman on the same day. But for reasons beyond the control of 
the commissioners it may not be possible to elect the chairman and the 
vice-chairman on the same day. Sup|M)se there is a dispute o%*er the 
election of the vice-chairman and it may not be |Kissible for the commis- 
sioners to elect the chairman and vice-chairman on the same day y It is 
a most impracticable proposal. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I dmw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to the words “prescribed manner'’ which ifive 
sutii<'ieut power to hohl the ele< tion of the chairman ami vite-chairmau 
on thp same day or at any other timey 


Tha Hon*bl0 Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: Kxuctly so; why 
should (he hon'ble member fetter the di.scretion of (he (commissioners by 
providiujr that the election of < hairmun and vice-chairman shall la* lield 
on the same da\ y It may be possible for the Hcmrah Munici]>ality , but 
it may not be possilde lor <»ther municipalities. So I say it is n(»t only 
impracticable but hi^flilv unreasonable. 

I'lie motion of Habu Kishon Mohan (Muiudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 hei? to mo\e that to clause 4'» 
the lollnw b(* addl'd, namely:— 

“and may similarly elei t a second vice-chairman where (he 
number of (aimmis-.ioners exceed^ twelve; and a third vice- 
cliairinan where the numiMT of comiiiiHsioners exceeds 
twenty.’' 


Sir, thl.^ motion I (limijrht rea-amable to move hecause in tlie original 
Bill I find there a proviNjon to that eflei t hut it a as d(d<*t(‘d bv tin* 
Select (dinmitlee; 1 dti not think that that was uine on t!n» part of the 
Seleet Committee. B\ aiceptinvf tfii*» amemlmeiit we will be providintr 
many munu ijialities the advantage of ircttinjr tin* honorar> services of 
more than one ol their tru.sted r<*prcsenln(ives, and thus they will save 
the rate|Miyers’ money which otherwise the> w'oiild have to jiay and 
provide for hiirhly paid offiaers, such as the ap|Miiniment of exei utive 
otiicers or health oHiiers or law oHicers. There are iiiunieipalities in 
which there are or there ma> be aiiion^r the elected i #»minissioners 
qualified men in those sjiet lul lines who would be quite w iiliriff to take 
the task of an exei utive otticer or health officer or law officer if they are 
elected as vice-cbairman and thus saddled with respon«ibility. 
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I'ho reNpofisibility of administration should be allowed to be shared 
uinoii^^Kt as many popular representatives as possible and this will 
( orlainly lead us more towards the advancement of the hif?h ideals of 
denuxTacy so much desired (although not done in practice everywhere) 
by the i>resent Government. 

Sir, a]»art from this consideration there is another aspect of the 
question — the lioards will be much larger than at present, the number 
of comiinssioners will be increased almost in every municipality and in 
accofdamc with that it is meet and proper that the number of vice- 
chairmen should be im reused as the work of the municipalities will also 
be much grealei than m^w. It this paragrajdi is retained how many 
municipalities will he getting more than one vice-chairman — that is also 
a thing to l»e seen and calculated. 1 <lo not think that more than half a 
dozen will get more than <»ne vice-chairman, and tluuefore it is extremely 
nec(‘ssarv to help those munii ipaliti<*s in these days ot financial crisis. 

Sir, with these words f eoirimend my amendment for the acceptance 
ol th«‘ House. 


Df. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, having regard to the 
argument used hy Dr. (iliosi*. 1 fail to see why lie does not ask for 
tioim*t fling more, namely, one vice-chairman for each commissioner. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, 1 also oppose this 
amendment. 1 <lo mit understand what his intentions are. He seems 
to have some eontusmt ideas. IVrhaps he wants tin* services of u merlical 
man or an engini'er not in the capacity of a medical oflicer or engineer 
but as vi(’(*-c}uiirman. Well, Sir, tin* vice-chairman should be one who 
can lielp the municipality in cvcr\ wa> . 1 do not understand how there 

can lie si'veral vice-chairnn*n acting as advisory oflicers in regard to 
partnuilar <iepur(ments. It will hv very mucli like the ailage — too many 
cooks .spoil the broth. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZfZUL HAQUE: Sir, where two do<‘tors 
have failed tn diagnose, I think it is the function of tlie layman to 
diagnose the tliseuse. I might explain w’hy this clause was put in the 
Bill. 'I'he fact i.s that in almost all municipalities there is a sort of 
party feeling ainl po.s.sibly we may get rid of the bitternes-s of the party 
feeling if w’e can satisfy both the parties and from that point of view 
if it is possible to prf>vide two vice-chairmen, it is ejuite likely that all 
the parties will work harmoniously. To-day, Sir, the importance of 
municipal udnii lustration has veiy* much increased and Goverament, 
thanks to its laid financial condition, have thrown much rwponaibilitiee 
on the municipalities, and I think it is time to consider whether 
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it would not he desirable to have more than one vire-chainimn, 
if not three. The vice-chairman is responsible not only for the adminis- 
tration of the otbce, he is also responsible for the financial position of 
the municipality, the collection ot rates and such other thiiijfs. The 
vice-chairman cannot look aftcu' the collection work properly in view 
of the fac t that he has other work to do. 1 do not want to doj^matiKe 
hut this IS a mutter which is within the knowledge of man\ of the mem- 
bers here, I do not aj^ree that in <*very municijmlitv there should be 
mof*e tlian one vice-c hiiirman Inif u hc‘r«* there are more than dl) com- 
missioners and the rc'venue o\er a <01 tain amount, (ioverimient mi^dit 
consider whether or not it i^ deviralde tc»r "uch municipalities to have 
more than one vict'-chainmu:. If is true, as Khan Huhadur Alomin 
points out. that there i" the jmwei u'txfu to ujipoiut »‘\e<ntiNe oHieers. 
but I a‘*k how man\ munic i|wilit le^ c an aflonl to inc ur the evpendiiure 
ot having' c‘\c‘ciitivt‘ otiic er'-. and atlc-i all non-cdlic ials are non-olfic ials 
and it ma\ not l>e po^^llde tor a vice-chairman to cans on the* work of 
collection, waterworks, li^ditin^'^ and various othei matters: < voicK: 
sea veil);! Uir) that is left to the chairman, d his is a matter which the 
House slicMild (cuisider bedore it votes dco^n the amendment. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, the Selec t 
('omtTiittee, aflc*i \ery scuioiis c unsidenit ion, rejewded this clause trom the 
Jiill; but (to\c*rniiient, howevei. would ha\c‘ no objecdiccii if the llmisc' 
would like to rc-inseit it. One* thinj: I ma\ point out. We have no 
faith HI whoic-t inc* c hairnuin or vic«‘.c hairman whc» would like to act 
as (^nj.rniec*i - oi t*\eruti\c‘ offiiois oi health othc't*ff» 01 law olficers as I)i. 
(those suw'.stcMl, bocaus** rhev would be neither i?cm« 1 c lminnen or vice- 
cliaunieii nor ^•’oocl health otficeis or c*n<rinc*ers or law oflic c*rs. It is 
(letter that thc.se jiosts should not be* hoiiorarv but paid. It, 1’owc'vt‘r, 
the House thinks that it is ncrH>-%;irv in the inlerest of ihe municipalitieH 
to add to the number c)t vit e-c hainiit*n even on ihc i»rcMincl advanccul by 
Klian Bahadur Azi/ul Huciue, naiiiel> . peac e and hurmc»n> in nninicipal 
administral i«»n , Governnic'nt woubl not stand in the* wa\ cd this prcipirsal 
bein^r adopted. 

Khan Bahaifur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: .Ma> 1 make a su^trestiou 

to the following' effect : — 

“That to clause do, the folbcwin^f Ire added, namely; — 

‘and may similarly ♦*1**< f « second vice-chairman where the 
income of the municipality exceed.s a sum to W fixed by the 
IjCK-al (Jovernmentl^' 


Tfia Hofi’bla Mr. BI 40 Y PRASAO SfNCH ROY: Ooveniment will 
not oppose this amendment but will leove it to the rote of the Council. 
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Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs I beg to oppose both the 
origifial ainendinent and the amended amendment. Apart from anything 
else we know from bitter personal experience that in many of these 
smaller municifialities there is the chairman’s party and vice-chairman’s 
party and the addition of a second vice-chairman will mean the forma- 
tion of yet a third party and that will mean constant friction. It will 
lead only to cornplitation. This is a reason in addition to what has 
been said by the previous speakers, for opposing the motions. 

(At 4-dO p.m, the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-40 p.m.j 

The following motion of Dr. Amulya llatan Ghose was then, by 
leave of the Coun(;il, withdrawn : — 

“That to <'luuse 45 the following be added, namely : — 

‘and may similarly elect a second vice-chairman where the 
number of commisHiofiers exceeds twelve; and a tliird vice- 
chairman where the number <d commis.Hioners exceeds 
twent\.’ 

Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: In .supporting or rather accepting 
the amendment [iroposed by Klian Hahadui Azizul llH(]ue, I would just 
say a t<*w w(»rds. The Minister a little while ago siiid that in the matter 
oi tins motion, (loveinnient woubl not oppose, but would le^ive it to the 
House. 'I’herefore, while supporting that amendment, I beg to express 
more clearly that the sec<unl vice-chaii man i^ ])rop(»>ed just to help the 
chairman in liis oneroii.s duti«'*> A chan man geneiull\ eletted from 
among the (dected non-otlimal <omm s>ionerH nnd as lie can dis<'hurge the 
functions of tlu* chairman ot even such a l)ig nninicijmlity as tlie Howmh 
AI unn'ipality. it will not be diMic ult tor <*tbc! MunmisHicmers t<» e<|ually 
discharge tlu* ilitlicult duties ol v:< e-chairmen. Theie is no dearth of 
selt-s4H’nticing men among the people to offer honi»rar\ serviies for the 
henetit of their municipaliti<*s Sm h vice-« hairmen need not have tlie 
special <|ualificatit»ns of the health officeis <»r law offirers, or executive 
offici’is, but may just be people expei ience<l in general ailmiinslrative 
Work. Just us our Ihm’lde Ministers administer certain portfolios in 
which they aie not experts or spec ialists, in tlie same w^ay vice-ehainiien 
ehould be people of that sort, experienced in general administnitive work. 
Just as want of sjieeial (piaiifieations in their Ministers does not det^r 
Government from a]ipointing them in charge of portfolios which are 
administeted by the health ofHcei.'i. the law- officers, etc., so the want of 
spec a I quaiifiratiuns in set'ond vice-chairmen need not be a Imr to their 
bolding charge of important de|wrtments; but if they be men with special 
qualifications at the same time then ibis arrangement will save the 
municipalities a lot of money as salary of bigh-iiaid oflScers with special 
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qiMtiiiicatioaB, only Banitary intipectorn, junior health offirerB or junior 
plea^erB with lesser qualitii ations even ronsw^uently on and lesser pay 
will very well satisfy the needs of the municipalities. With these words 
1 whole-heartedly support the ainendinerit of Khan Bahadur Aiiiul 
Haqiie. 

BilluSATYAKINKAR BAHAMA: I rise to<»ppose the umeiuliiient. 
it IS an attempt to jret a secund strin^^ to the how of the municipalitv. 
If one is mendinjLr. the other will W(»rk. hut uniortutintely, at times this 
will create perpetual disputes and dissentnuis which will hriuj^ (he 
municipal nun him'ry into a stamUtill; on this score I o})f>oHe the motion. 

The Hon*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not want to 
apeak hut would lea\e it to ihe vote ot the House. 

J’he motion that to ( lause 4 "> (he tollowinj; he added, namely 

“and may similarly elect a second vice-ihairman where (he 
income of the muiii< ipality excee<ls a sum to he fi.xetl hy the 
I,<»(al (fovernment 

was then put and a division asked for. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ( While the l)i\ ision Bell 
wtis nnjfin^^); Is it possible tor u.s to know the decision of (he House 
hy iHJSin^' oui hamU, at this stu{re, so that more time mi^dit not he lost 
over a diMsion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It would he sjinplei it vou do not cliallemre thf, 
deCKsiou which I may jrivc on the strenirth ot v<iiieH. 

I’he motion was put and lost. 

Tha PRESIDENT: The ({uestion is that clause 4 '> stand part of tlie 
Bill. 

The motion wa^ put and a^rreed to. 


('Inmr 4G. 

Mr. president: t he ipiestioii is that ciaiis 4 < 4 h stand part of the 
Bill. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I \wv to move that fdause 46 l*e 
omitted. Thin clause must he ouiitteKl IxK'mise the (hivernmeni has a 
peculiar bias to force upon the pe<tple thiiijpi not desireil hy the people 
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and (heiefoie people have not much confidence in the bureancrecy. The 
popular representations are not always heard with impartiality for reasons 
politK^l, there are many thinjrs in which the Government is interested 
and it IS liKhtly feared that the judj^ment of the Government is likely 
to he a vitiated one. Particularly, when the chairman or vice-chairman 
happens to he sittin^r chairman or vice-chairman then to do anything 
against them hy the ratepayers is an impossible task. Usually such 
chairman or vice-chairman having been in touch with the officials of the 
Government by virtue of their holding office gets a favour oftener than 
not, whereas the ratepayers or the public can hardly get the same amount 
oi advantage as tiie ])arty opposite get. Then again the officials of the 
Government have a fad oi showing too mm h li})erality in matters of local 
wdf-governnient, tfiey sumniurily dismiss by saying that we do not want 
to interfere in municipal matters, they want us to fight amongst ourselves 
and enjoy tliereby. Another diffituilty is this tliat the officials do not 
know the intricacies of civil and criminal law and they are not accustomed 
to hear cases and judge over cases and therefore it is not desirable to 
depend on them in such <ases of vital importance relating to the chair- 
manship or vice-chairmanship of a municiiKility. The case of Howrah 
will illustrate clearly liow the officials have compelled the ratepayers 
to seek relief in the civil court. This case alone is a strong' ground for 
the deletion of the clause. Sir, it is known by this time to almost all 
tlie memhersof this House that the ('hairman of the Howrah Miinii ifwility 
resigned Ins office for leasons whu h lie assigned in his letter and that 
resignation was accepted by Government. 


5 p.in. 

VN'hen it was accepted b\ the <f(»vei nmeiit a m»ti(‘e for holding 
another meeting to ele<'t a ('haiimaii ot this muiiH’i|Mility was ciri'ulat^d 
and when that notice was circulated the ( ominissioiiers came to know that 
the chairman who had resigned and tlie resignation had been accepted 
by Government will again stand as a <*nndi<lute ami actually on the day 
of election he was duly proposed for election and another candidate was 
also proposed for election. After both the camlidates were duly proposed 
and secomled the election of the old ihairmaii was objected to by certain 
commissioners of the municipality on the ground that he was not eligible 
acconling to the Bengal Municipal Act to stand again as a candidate and 
the contending commissioner was armed with Advocate-GeneraTs opinion 


Rai BaiMKilir Dr* HARIOHAN DUTT: Sir, on a point of order, 
may 1 inquire whether the case of Mr. Baroda Prosad Pyne is still tub 
judtee? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not aware whether it is so. Are you sure 
that it is not, Dr. Ghose? 


Dr« AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, an appeal has been pending. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you had better not reter to it. Y ou are 
not permitted to reter to matters which are connei ted with u case that is 
pending. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: All right. Sir. My experience is 
that when ottif iaK ((Mild have given their opinion <iii a matter when that 
Opinion was sought by l)oth the eonteiiding pal ties of the municipality, 
and they did not give that opinion and gave no reason for doing so, the 
commissioners had no other alternative, and will have no other alterna- 
tive in future, hut to go to the civil courts for seeking relief, in ordei to 
put a check u|)on a munif ijmlity from doing something \%hich was 
illegal. Knowing that a thing which was illegal was going to be 
perpetuated by the municifmlity , the officials remained neutral and took 
no j»art. In that case it seems, Sir. the civil c<Mirt is the only plare 
where the aggrieved parties (an get their r(‘Iiel The officialdom will 
be a veritable Damocle s sword hang-ing over the heads of the executives 
of muriK ifMilitie^ and. therefore, they will never be able to work and 
carry on the administration with that amount id independem e, straight- 
forwardness and freedom an the\ will when the clause will 1 h‘ deleted 
Sir, it is not (uily in tlic (ane ot tlie (hairman or the vice-i liairman or 
the ratepayers but everybod\ , whether he in a chairman or vice-chair- 
iiiun or any of the ratepayers, when their grievance cannot he redrensed 
by the decision (d the officials, will have no other alternative hut to go 
to the civil court and spend a lot (d money to have their grievaineH 
redressed. 

Now, Sir, if this clause* he not deleted, then the (liairman, viie- 
ctiAirmaii and executives of the muni( ipality will become veritable slaves 
to the officialdom herauw they will know* that their fate lien finally in 
the hands of the L(MaI (lovernment and the I^<w al (fovernnieiit w ill der ide 
their fate. If this clause is not deleted, the Ac t will be a vicious one 
and however mut h tiie ilou’hle Minister may console us that the A* I 
will he a great improvement, I may tell him that the A< t will be a very 
retrograde one and (juite unbcu oining of the present-day advanced condi- 
tion of the ( (Hintry. The right cd the ratepuyerij to scfek relief at the civil 
courts IS a right wlin h they have enjoyed since the day cd the establish- 
ment of Government, the right which has Wen obtained from the 
Imperial Legislature and the British Parltaiiient, cannot and should not. 
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in any circumAtanceft, be taken away by a local legislattire. In support 
of this arj^ument, let me, Sir, quote the words of an eminent jurist and 
a JikIkc fd the CJalcutta Hijfh Court, as reported at i)ajre 339 of the Indian 
Law Jteports 17, Calcutta 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I rise 
on a ponit of order Is the mover questionin*? the riffht of this legisla- 
ture to legislate!'' 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, 1 am saying that the inherent 
right of the people cannot be taken away by tlie local legislature 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If Dr. (ihose is merely arguing it as a matter 
of abstract principle, then the llon’ble Minister will be well advised not 
to take notice of it. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, this is what we find in the 
liiiw Report, to which I have just leferred: — 

‘*\Ve think that it is most lamentable that acts should be drawn, as 
they too often are, without intelligent consideration of, or that anxious 
regard t<»r, private rights which ought to be the study of every Ijegisla- 
ture that springs from English authority." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need lulmur that i)oint any 
further. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Very well. Sir. A proposal like 
this, HO bud, st> unjust and devoid id all sound principles, has only 
become possibb* — even to find a pbue in the Report of the Select Coni- 
nutt»»e liwuu.se tlie Uoverniiieiit know how secure is their position in the 
present Council. Sir, if this is not deleted, the statutory right to go to 
civil ciMirts in respect of any mutter affecting the (‘onstitution of a 
municipality will be cruelly snatched away 

Sir, 1 therefore implore the members of this Council not to he so 
tlioughtbvss, so blind, so regardless ot future conse<|uences from which 
they themselves will suffer in future. May I alsb implore the llon’ble 
Minister and appeal to his gisid sense that he will not oppose my amend- 
ment as he haa already iloiie in some instances liefore? Although 
whatever the Government will do will be carried is the jwsition prevail* 
ing in the (^ouncil for the present, yet in this matter I atill entertain the 
hofe that the members, whether elected or nominated, will not cast their 
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rot* not against my amendment but also against the long-established 
right of the people. At the present moment when the British Oorern- 
meirt are trying to rest India with real power 

Mr. PRItlOBNT: What are you drivinfr at? 

Dr* AMIILYA RATAH CHOSE* Sir, in the present state of 
things, it is unthinkahie that this Council will keep the eieeutives of 
municipalities in perpetual bondope to the officialdom. Only one ar#(u- 
ment will be advanced in favour of the retention of the clause and that 
is the delay in civil courts. To that I shall say in reply that delays also 
occur unpardonably in cases when the Goveniraent are coivcerned, some- 
times two or three months as we know — and that should not he the 
ground, nay the pretext by whieh the inherent right of the people ('an 
be taken away. Tlien there is the law’s delay 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are rep«»ating what you said 
before. I did not stop you then because I thought that you were merely 
enunciating an abstract principle, hut I now find that ,\ou are giving 
undue stress to the point. I may say to you that inherent or private 
rights of the |>eople are circumscribed within the hounds of law for all. 
So, it is wholly wrong on the jHirt of a member of a legislature to take 
shelter liehind the undefined inherent rights of man with the ulterior 
motive of (juestiomng its right to legislate on matters which relate to 
CIVIC responsibilities or constitutional obligations of a citiaen in respect 
of a statutory body e.stublished by law. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE * Sir, very well, I shall not lay 
stress on that iwiint. There is the law's delays committee which has 
done much to exfunlite the trials in many cases, c.</., the Howrah case, 
which would otherwise have taken much longer. With these observa- 
tions, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Rai SaEib AKtHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, I ris<« in support of the 
amendment, tfoverniiient have already retained enough iK>wer of con- 
trol under numerous clauses of the Hill and I think additional hands 
will be necessary for the piirjKise of dtsc'hiirgiiig the onerous duties 
already taken up by the Oovernraent. Moreover, the wordings of this 
clause 4ti, are very very vague. It comes in confiict with the principle 
of clause Tl of the Bill. Sir, it has lieim said in the clause “if any 
dispute arises,” but nothing has been enunciated here as to what sort 
of dispute is meant. Xow in another clause, namely Tl, we find that if 
the validity of any election of a commissioner is brought in question 
by any person, he may file an application before the District Judge. The 
IHstnct Judge has got some power to deal with the question of validity 
of election of commissioners under clause S3 of the Bill. 


15 
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Here jh another Hectioii, section 46, by which the Government retains 
the power, if any dispute arises as to the election of the chairman, and 
for this the Hon’ble Minister will find tiiat the principle of both these 
sections are confiictinj^. What does he mean by the words “any 
dispute” y 1 submit that this clause, if adopted, would be highly 
dangerous because it comes directly in conflict with the principle of clause 
66. Here again, we find that if any dispute arises as to the election of a 
chairman or vi<e-chaiiiiian, the matter shall be referred to the Local 
Government whose ilecisioii shall be final and shall not be questioned 
in any court. I think. Sir, that when there is already a section, this 
dispute if conceniirig the legality or validity of an election, and if there 
be any corrupt pmctice, all these things can be decided by the District 
Judge, l»ut the power vested in the District Judge is going to he taken 
aw'uy or modified hy clause 46. If we adopt this ( lause, it would rather 
curtail tlie principle already adopted hy clause 66, and, moreover, the 
Govern mejit projmses to take upon itself many, many powers which, I 
think, the (bivernment should not retain wuth it because then the duties 
will he very heavy, and Government's task would he very troiihlesome, 
and lor these reasons, I think, this clau.se 46 should he deleted. Again, 
the wording of this section seems to he very \’ttgue. Unless some expla- 
nation IS inserted therein that its existence is required, apart from 
clause 66, 1 think lion ’hie members should not support clause 46. AVith 
these remarks, I support the amendment. 


Thf Hon’bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose this umendment. First of all, I shall try to reply to the jwint 
raised by Kai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen, He says that there is a con- 
fiict between tlie provisions of clause 66 and this clause, namely 46. 
Ulau.He 66 is about the ele<*tion of commissioners, and not the election 
of the chairman. Tliere is the distinction. The power of the District 
Judge has bt»eri given wlien there is a dispute over the election of com- 
missioners, and not the chairman or vice-chairman. So evidently, there 
IS no dispute as my friend seems to think. 

As regards the amendment of Dr. Ohose, he has got no confidence 
in the officials, and he thinks that if this power is given to the Govern- 
ment, the chairman and vice-chairman would be veritable slaves; that 
is the expression he used. The Select Committee, after very careful 
coitsulerntioii, in view’ of the exjierience which the members of the 
Select Committee as well as Government had during the last few years, 
introduced this siilutarj* provision, namely, that Government’s decision 
W’ould not l>e queatiiiiied in any court of law. The case of Howrali 
Municipality is a case in point. Mr. Pyne resigned 
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Of« AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir, can the 
Hon’bie Minister refer to the merits of a ease whieli is su^t jii^tceY 

PRESIDENT: Probably the Hon'ble Minister is not ifoing to 
refer to the case. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr* BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I am not goin^ 
into the merits of tlie case but 1 may point out that since Mr. Pyne 
resijrned there is no ('hairman of Howrah Municipality, and the muni- 
cipality of Howrah, whicli i.s next to the ( alcutta (’orjioration. is now 
without its otticial liead. It this matter were left to (lovernment it 
would have been settled without much delay, so in the interests of 
municipal administration it is necessary that there should be a speedy 
disposal, and there should be tliis power in the hands of (lovernment. 
Dr. (jhosp said that ofticiuls have ^ot a bias jrenerally in favour of the 
sittinjf chairman and vi<e-cbairman. Nothing of the kind. Whatever 
miffht be the intenlion of Dr. (iho.se he arirued all the time u|rainst 
himself. There is no ( a.se, 1 woubi point out. where tlie officials did 
interfere in favour of tlie (hairman who resi^^ned; they uilopted an 
absolutely neutral attitude. That <loes show that (fovernment do not 
take an interent in individuals (onneeted with local bodies, but in its 
general a<iministration. They are certainly anxious for the purity of 
the administration, they are anxious to see that the administration of 
municifnilities jroes on uninterruptedly, and they do not cure who becomes 
the ( liainmin or ho resijrns. They deal with them us A, H or (', and if 
this power Is j^ivon t<i (foxtoinnent there Is absolutely im danger what- 
soever, but there will be the facility of dis|M)sing of cases without 
unnecessary <lclay. I do not think it is necessary for me to multiply 
instances to the House to show that local bodies do suffer often for 
matters being taken to civil courts. It is highly undesirable und 
unreasonable that disputes over elections of chairmen and vif'e-chuir- 
men should be brought to <’ivil courts, and that matters should come to 
a standstill in a iiuinicipalitv. Any one who has got the interests of 
local bodies at heart, any one who wants to .see that our local bodies 
should thrive and should not be used ns an arena for personal strife, 
should op|K)se the nniendment and supjKirt the clause, 

BabU HARIBANSA ROY : I sup|M»rt this amendment for the simple 
reason that the right to question the dec istoii that exists under the pre- 
sent law should be retained, and if this clause is retained, this right 
will be taken away from the people. In the case of Howrah, although 
the civil court has given an injunction yet no meeting has been cnlled, 
and GovernmenT has not inteffer<‘d in the matter. 

With these words 1 l>eg to support this amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Qhoae was then put and loai. 
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Maiilvi HASSAN ALI: I beg to move that in clause 46, in linea 2 
and ii, for the words **Local Government” the words “District Judge” 
be Huhstitiiied. 

The District Judge under this Bill shall be a sort of special tribunal 
for the settlement of election disputes in connection with the election 
of coinmissioners. Disputes regarding the election of the chairman and 
vice-chairman sliould be settled by him and not by the Local Govern- 
ment. On that principle the lessening of the control of the Local 
Goveniment in the affairs of self-governing institutions should be given 
effect to. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. The District Judge should come in only if there is 
a suit, l)ul if the matter can be settled by arbitration I do not think 
it is the function of the District Judge. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I do not understand 
when the Minister says that the District Judge will only come in if there 
is a suit. The section, if it is amended in the terms proposed by the 
lion ’hie mover, will itself give jurisdiction to the District Judge apart 
from any suit to act. as a referee not in his capacity as a civil court, and 
under section 4(1, In's decision on this (juestion will be final. I do not 
see any reason why tfie Governmeiit should opjiose this amendment nor 
wh\ it should he so uu.\ious to have tlie power in this mutter in their 
hands. There would arise questions of law and tac t which the Govern- 
ment has no machinery to dispose of with greater efficiency than the 
District Ju<lge Imnself, and there is no reason to u}>prehend in this case 
any greater delay than would arise if the matter rested on the decision 
of the Local Government. The Local Government would have to decide 
on the facts of the case and with refereine to their legal aspect; the 
District Judge will do the same thing but the District Judge would be 
more competent being a civil court, to ilecide the questions. Sei'ondly, 
the District Judge ttin be approached ami can dispose of the case much 
more quickly than the Local Government can possibly hope to do. In 
the case of the Government deciding the cuse, when a dispute would 
arise, the municipality would have (ordinarily to send the matter to the 
Distrrct Magi.strate, the District Magistrate would send it to 
the (^»mmissione^, the Coinmissioner to the Local Government 
and the Lot'al Government might send it back again to tha 
District Magistrate for further report and the matter would bo hung 
up. On the other hand, if the matter goes to the District Judge, 
he takes the evidence as it is and proceeds upon it or even taken 
evidence on affidavit hnd disposes of the matter there and Uien without 
any further delay. If speed ie Uie thing the Hon’ble Miniatar wante* 
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this M the way to get it. If efficiency ainl proper decision of the qnee- 
tiOB M what the Minister wants, then also this is the wav to utit it. U 
It 18 a question of having tlie whole thing in the hands of fheGoTeminont 
then he must oppose it. 


•'‘"f T* '**7” *•> "•« 

amendment. The District .Iiidge being the highest judicial officer in 
the district, his decision commands more respect. But if *he decision ia 
that of the Wal Government, it «ould he ha.ked upon with suspicion 
while the decision of the District .fudge uo.ild tie iifiove suspicion 


Rai Sahik AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: I heg to snp,a,ri the amend- 
ment on the grounds put forward l.y Dr. .Sen (inpla. The District .ludgo 
in place of the Local Government may act as n referee and may have the 
special opportiinitic.s of hearing the parties orally or through affiiluvits, 
and he lieing a local man will l.e hetter aide to judge the case than the 
Local (Jovernment who shall have to de.ide the .as., on the reports of 
the exei ntivp offi.-ers. So. I tliiiik tin- amendment of Mnnivi Hassan Ali 
Khould hf* a<‘r(*ptpd. 


Mr. Be C. CHATTEUEE: Will tho I)i«trirt Judpo h<»ar lawyorn? 
Mr. 8 * Me BOSES Ift* may or lu* may ijol. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, 1 am fxtnnmdy ploawod to lieur 
from Dr. Si*n (nipta that the puhlic wouhi prefer the deeiMion of th« 
Distric t sludge than the decinioii of the Minister. A Di.stiic t m 

a judire. If. merel\ u |iart of the jrreut murhinery of the judic iary. He 

18 8 ui»je(‘t to the orders of the IIiKh (Vmit as a judK<*. Hut otherwise hr 

19 an otficjal, a member of the Indian (’ivil Service or otherwiw appointed, 
and 1 do not think he i.** more* trustworthy tlian the Minister resimnsihio 
to this House. I do not think 1 need say anything- more atrainid (hi# 
amendment. The general prim iple that Government should deride Ihmta 
disputes has already been accepted by the House and this in a minof 
amendment. Leave it to Oovernment hut not to any offic ial who happetia 
to be in the distrirl. 

Th« motion of Mauivi Hassan Ali was then put and a division taken 
with the followinir result: — 


AYES. 


ri 
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Miltra, ■•»tt tATAt CltftiMlra. 

Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Ray, Rahv Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. thanti ihakharaawar. 
Rawt, tabu Hoiani. 

Ray, labu Haribanaa. 


Aftal, Nawabiada Kharaja Muhammad, 
Khan Rahadur. 

Ali. Mauivi fyad Nauthar. 

Armatrang, Mr. W. L. 

Auatln. Mr. 4. M. 

■ahah, Mauivi Syad Majid. 

■al, tabu Lain Kumar. 

■arma, Rai tahib Panahanan. 

•trhmyra, Mr. H. 

■landy, Mr. K. N. 

■aaa, Mr. t. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan lahadur Mauivi Ali- 
mutiaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan lahadur Mauivi Nalizur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi tyad Oaman Haidar. 
Chourdhury, Haji Radi Ahmad. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Cappingar, Majar^Oanaral W. V. 

Oaa, Rai Rahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oai, Rai Rahadur latyandra Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Rahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Faraqui, tN Han'bla Nawab K. 0. M., 
Khan Rahadur. 

Faneui, Mr. L. R. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Oangali, Rai Rahadur tutil Kumar. 
Qhuinavi, iha Han’bla Aihadj Sir Abdal> 
harim. 

Oilahrivt, Mr. R. H. 

Ouha, gabu Fratulia Kumar. 

OuRla, Mr. 4. N. 

Haqua, Khan Rahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Handaraan, Mr. A. Q. R. 

Hadga, Mr. 4. 0. v. 

Haaain, Nawab Muaharruf. Khan Rahadur. 
Naaaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Thp Ay^» 19 and the Noe 


Ray, Rabu 4itandra Nath. 

Ray, Rabu Satyandra Nath, 
tamad, Mauivi Abdua. 
tan, Rai tahib Akthay Kantar. 
tan Gupta, Or. Narath Chandra. 


Huatain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Kamm, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Mauivi Amin'uz-Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Rahadur Mauivi Muazzam All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Mitur, tht Hon*bla tir Frovath Chundar. 
Mamin, Khan Rihadur Muhammad Abdul. 
MaHimar, Mr. H. R. 

Muiliok, Mr. Mukunda Rahary. 

Nandy, Maharaja trii Chandra, of Kaaim- 
bazar. 

Nazimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Fatra, Mr. R. F. 

Fhilpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Rabu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Rabu Nagandra Narayan. 

Raid, tha Han’bla Mr. R. N. 

Raaa, Mr. 4. 

Roy, Mr. lailatwar tingh. 

Roy, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Roy, tha Hon’bla Mr. Rijoy Fratad tingh. 
tahana, Rabu tatya Kinkar. 

•arkar, Rako Raaad Ribari. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mohan, 
tan, Mr. R. R. 
tan, Mr. Oirit Chandra, 
tinho. Raja Rahadur Rhupondra Narayan, 
of Naahipur. 

•taplaton, Mr. H. K. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Townand, Mr. H. F. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wilkinton, Mr. N. R. 

Woadhaad, tha Hon’bla Mr. 4. A. 


OG, the motion was lost. 


6-dO p.m. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I he^r to move that in 
clause 4t>, in lines d and 4, the words “and shall not he questioned in 
any court” he omitted. 

If anybody feels ajrj^rieved in the Government decision there should 
not l>e any lair to his aeekinjj: remedy in the civil court. If it is said 
that ttie word “hnar’ is quite sufficient then I my the words are not 
necessary, hut tliat is not the correct view; otherwise the Seleet 
(>>miuittee would not have added these words. The power of iaterfereiieR 
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of tli« civil court should not be curtailed. The decision of the local court 
is fTCn^rally based upon the magisterial report'^. In fact both sides are 
not really represented there. In law court.s all facts and legal questions 
are properly thrashed and considered. If for some reason or other one 
ia inclined to seek re^lress in civil court the question of coat is hi.s con- 
cern. The municipiil administration should not be affei'ted thereby. 
The privilege of .seeking redress of grievances, if any, is very valuable 
and IS a necessity in many cases and I think it is not reasonable to 
curtail it. For these reasons I appeal to the Ilon'hle Minister to accept 
ray amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZiZUL HAQUE: Mi President. Sir, 1 

am sorry to state that the purpose beliind tins Rill has been misunder- 
stood. Tliere is a great defect in the preM*ut A» t and it is that some- 
times it becomes necessary for the civil <ourts to determine the afluirs 
of local bodies to such an extent that the administration is not only 
jeopardized but almost luouirlit to a standstill. And the principle 
underlying this Hill is that, as far as possible, this matter, which is only 
a question of t(»rni f>r !e< hnitjue, should not he a determining factor lU 
the olfairs of a inuiii< ipalit,\ . so as to be suflieient to stop the working of 
the municipality. 

S;i, I do not want to mention names, but I fully remember an instance 
w'hicli ultimutelv led t«» cMinmunal riots. The civil court gave an 
injum tion ; the nijum ti<*n wa- issued ; the chairman was arrested and sent 
to pri-on, this bringing in a certain amount of rominutial tinge in (he 
affa'CHof (lie muiiii ipalily , w ho h, us I have already said, led to communal 
riots. And. after ail. what does it matter if certain technical detuila 
are not observed?' The whole principle behind the present Act is that 
if there are an> disfiutes, they should be referred to the Local Govern- 
ment. I could fiave quite understood if my friends had asked (hat both 
the [larties in a local body should be ullow’ed to represent their case* 
when the matter was referred to the Ixrcal Government. If the matter 
were referred to a civil court, it would certainly he a drag on the affairs 
of a municipalitv , from wliich it would be very difficult (4> extricate (he 
municipality. 

5-4^» p.m. 

What would be the ultimate result? I know of a certain munici- 
palitv when* expenditure on pleaders’ fees ran to several thouaands^ even 
tlmugli it was not possible for the niunieipality to meet the Imre needs 
atioh as eonservaney and similar other things. In that cone I feel that 
it would be desirable to leave such matters to the liocal Government to 
dbeide, iubject to certain rmfeguards, and I do not think that the civil 
eourt ahould be the determining factor in tuch caoea. 
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Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I fmil to see the point 
of Khan Bahadur Azizul llaque’s objection, because if the amendment 
is carried it will make no difference whatever. The words “decision 
shall he final” in the clause means that the decision is hnal and there are 
rulings of the High Court to the effect that when a decision is declared 
to be final, no civil suit lies. Therefore the words which Bebu Eishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri wants to delete are words of supererogation and all the 
arguments adduced in favour or against the amendment are beside the 
point. 

Rii Eahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJt? Sir, I support the 
amendment. With regard to Dr. N. C. Sen Guplft’s argument that the 
words “and shall not !>e (jiiestioned in any court” are superfluous in view 
of the inclusion of the word “final” in the clause, they may be so, so far 
as the execuitive (Government is concerned. Sir, two points have been 
urged in support of the retention of these words. The first is that to 
give the civil courts jurisdic-tion over tliese mutters will he to interfere 
with the municipal administration of the country. The reply to this 
is that this interference cun he avoided in another way without taking 
away the jurisdiction of the civil courts. The interference of the civil 
court lies in the granting of temporary injunctions, and Khan Bahadur 
Azizul liu(|ue has given an example of the consequence of such injunc- 
tion. But tliat sort of interference can very well he avoided by making 
a provision to the effect that the civil court shall not have the power to 
issue temfiorury injunctions. 

The second point which has been urged in thi.s connection is the (pies- 
lion of expend:ture in whii h the nuinicijialities will be involved, and 
Kliuii Bahadur Azizul 1!u(|Up has said that if civil (‘ourts are allowed to 
iiiterlere, tlie iiiuiiicipalities will have to go in for heavy expenditure. 
But 1 submit, Sir, that such suits are of a personal nature, and I do not 
understand wdiy in a private suit in which the chairman is concerned as 
a private individual inuniri{wl funds should be spent, and as a matter 
of fact nuin)C4>al funds are never allowed to be spent in a case in which 
ibe chairman is coaotmed in his personal capacity. Such suiU in which 
the cliairman is involved not for his official art but for his personal and 
individual action, sliould be fought out from his private funds. 

Now, the question is whether the jurisdiction of the civil courU in 
such matters should be taken away. Are instances of such cases so 
numerous as to justify Die taking away of this power of the civil court? 
The tMise of Howrah has been cited as an instance in point. But, Sir, 
the situation there was of the chairman’s own seeking. He resigned and 
after resigning he sought re-election, and the case arose over the inti^- 
pretatiott of a particular sec tion as to whether having once resigned he 
could seek re-election. Sir, the people of this country have greater cm* 
Edence in judicial decdsious than in executive decieioni, because judicial 
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decisions are arrived at after mature consideration of all facts and after 
considerinK all points of view. Therefore both the poiuta aimed at, 
namely, that there should be no interference by civil courts in tlie shape 
of temporary injunctions and no expenditure of niunicijuil funds should 
be incurred in such suits, can be met by a suitable provision to the effect 
that civil courts shall not issue temporary injunctions. If they do not 
issue temporary injunction, then the man in office will continue to act. 
The only question is that his election may be declared void Inter on after 
the suit is heard. But that will not interfere with the munii ipal work. 
So I submit that the Hoiride Minister shall think over the matter and 
if, as 1 liave sujrjrested, the difficulties anticipated, namely, deadl(»ck in 
municipal administration and the spending of niuiiicijml funds, can be 
obviated without depriving*- the civil courts of their jurisdiction, that 
would undoubtedly be web oiiied by the people <d the couutiy. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, T find that my name is also 
associated with this amendment. 1 would appeal to the lloiThle 
Minister to rememher the tint that we Beniifalees aic rather jealous of 
our lejural rijflits, and that we would feel it keenly if we were absolutely 
denied the ri^ht of resorting- to the <‘ivil court in a matter of this 
description. Sir, with your iM‘rmissi(>u may I .suj^g^est an amcndnienl 
to the effect that the decision of (lovernment shall Im* final uml shall 
continue in operation until and unless it is reversed h\ a final de< ree of 
the civil court ^ If a ( lause like this is introduced, all the <d)je('tjons 
that ini^ht be urp*d aji’ainHf the arneiidnoMit as it stands will la* 
obviated. Sir, there has always been a certain amount of jcMilousy 
between the Judiciary and the Kxc*cutive. \\ e have* had this 
antag^inism rather aggravated undc*r the peculiar eemditious of British 
Indian history. I would apjieul therefore to th«* llon’bb* Minister w'h(» 
was at one time an ad'csate of the High Court, not to forget the 
feelings of his own countrymen. I do not wish that the smooth work- 
ing of the municipalities should in any way be interferc‘d with, tin 
the other hand, the suggestion 1 have made* will obviate the difficulties 
that have been foreshadowed ; that is to sa> , that after Government has 
given iU decision, that decision ahali continue in o|»eration until and 
unless it is reversed by a final dinree of the civil court. Sir, if you 
will allow me to put in this amendment, I think it will do away with 
all difficultiaa. 

Mr. RREBimilTt I have no objection. 

KlMM BailiiMr MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINl Sir. I rise to 
oppoae Imtb the auieiidiiient and the ameiidiuenl to the amendment. In 
thing ao I do not mean any dtarespaci or want of confidence in ih# civil 
eouHa. What is aimed at by the alaiiition of the juriadiiHion ol tb# 
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civil court in to minimise litigation as much as possible. We have 
experience that people who are dissatisfied for any reason go to the 
civil court not so much for getting redress as for delaying the success 
of their opponents. And when they do go to the civil court, certain 
legal formalities have to be observed which necessarily delay matters 
and put great difficulties in the way of proper civic administration. If 
these (jases go to the Local Government the decision will be swift and 
sure, and the Local Government will always be guided by actual facts. 
For these reasons the words **and shall not be questioned in any court** 
were inserted by the Select Committee. 


Or# AMULYA RATAN CHOtiS I beg to support the amendment 
as also the proposed amendment of Mr, Chatterjee. Sir, it has been 
urged that to retain the jurisdiction of the civil court will be to hamper 
the municipal administration of the country. I do not understand why 
there should be such an apprehension. If the election of chairman is 
questioned, the vice-chairman is there to do the work of the chairman. 
If the elections of both are in dispute there may be a fresh election. 
The Hon’ble Minister cited the case of Howrah where the case regarding 
the election of the chairman has l)een going on for a long time. But 
this is due more to the dilutoriness of the officials than that of the law 
(‘ourts. The dilatoriness on the part of the officials is no less than the 
dilatoriness on the part of the civil courts. The civil lourts, as far as 
1 know, deal with these important cases with great care, and they 
always make serious attempt to dispose of these cases as soon as possible. 
The low'er court has decided the case two or three months before and 
although an appeal has been preferred there is no order of injunction^ 
against holding meetings and electing another man as chairman, but so 
far that has not been done and the Government is also sleeping over the 
matter. Why not the Government ask the municipality to elect a chair- 
man immediately}^ Is this the way how' the Government will settle 
matters speedier than the civil courts P 

Hit Mr. BldOY RRAtAD tlNQN ROYs bir, I am sorry 

1 must oppose Imth the amendmenta. Mr. Chatterjee said that 
Bengalees are very jealous of their civil rights. I do appreciate this sttlo* 
meat, but I think the time has come when we should be more praoHoili 
and instead of taking disputes in coiinec^tion with the munieipal affaire iQi 
civil courts we should try to dispose of them 0 traightaway> so as not to 
hamper the administration of the municipalities. I think 
Hr. Chatterjee and leaders like him should make an appeal to ws 
House to be more practical. That is what I expect of the leaditf» 
because that is a thing which is very much bddng in the Bengalee 
ohaiaoler. 
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Dr. Ghose Has said that if there* is a civil suit with re>rard to the 
election of the chairman, the vice-chairman could carry on. Suppose 
the vice-chairman belongs to the same party, the same school of 
thought, as the chairman, as is actually the case in Howrah., The 
reeult will practically be the same. 

Dr. Sen Gupta has said that the words ^^and shall not be questioned 
in any court” are not necessary, that the word ‘‘final” in the clause is 
quite enough and that there are ruling.s of the High Court to this effect. 
Well, Sir, this may be the ruling ttinlay, but the ruling may In* changed 
to-morrow. For these reasons Government want to make this statutory 
provision in order to make tlie position quite clear. Governments 
intention was explaine<l in connection with the debate over another 
amendment whicli was moved hy Di. Amulya Itatan Ghose. We want 
the municipalities to carry on their work smoothly without being 
hampered hy the civil courts. It is not fair to the local bodies that they 
should he mixed up in civil suits and their work held up. 


Mr. 0. 0HATTER4EC: AVhat about my amendment P 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROYs If 

Mr. Chatterjee’s amendment is accepted it will make matters worse, 
because in that case Government will perhaps l)e made a party, a suit 
may be instituted against the Secretary of Stale, and that means 
more delay and more expenditure. I would oppose this amendment and 
I appeal to the House to think of the }>oor municifwlities and not of the 
chairmen or vice-<‘hairraen who take recourse to these suits to satisfy 
iheir personal vanity. If these amendments are carried it will satisfy 
them only and nobody else. 

The motion that in clause 4b, iu lines 3 and 4, for the words “and 
ihidl not be questioned in any court” the words “and sbalJ oontinne in 
Dfeiiition until and unless it is reversed by a final decree of the civil 
court” be aubstituted was then put and h>st. 

4‘ 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan (.^laiidburi was then, by leave 
ot the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRfilDENTt The question is that clause 46 stand part of the 

m. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 47. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 47 stand pari of the 
Bill • 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 48 stand part of the 
Bill 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 hejj to move that clause 48 
(2) he omitted. 

In section 48 (/) the thairman shall, for the transaction of the 
business connected with this Act, or for the purpose of making: any 
order authorise<l thereliy, exerciM* all tlie powers vested by this Act in 
the (‘ommissioners, and in suh-clause (2) of clause 48, it is provided 
that in any municipality wliere an executive officer is appointed under 
clause (//) of suh-sectioii (/) of section (Jd the commissioners at a 
meeting: may, notwithstanding- any thing- contained in sub-section (7), 
delejrati* to him all or any ot the powers of the commissioners referred 
to in the said suh-sei-tion. 

The position, 1 am afraid, will he anomalous. It will lead to com- 
plications and hamper munii-ipal work. The (•xistem e of two executive 
heads will not W (ondut-ive to the proper administration of a 
municipality, 

Jh9 Hon'bit Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. a mutiici- 
pality cannot h<‘ expe< ted to appoint an executive officer merely for the 
luxury of having^ an executive officer. If executive officers are 
appsunted they slnnild he imule useful, otherwise I do not see any 
reason w)»y piiblk money should he wasted. Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai said that there would l»e two executive authorities and it would 
lead to friction. He is ag^ainst any delegation of powers. If any 
power is not delegated, may I know what justification is there for any 
such appointment at allf' An executive officer when he is appointed 
would l>e really an executive head, and not the chairman or the vice- 
chairman who w'ill be only a sort of speaker of the municipality at 
their meeting. That is tlie intention of the Act, It is only in big 
mfiiiicipalities that the appointment of executive officers is contem- 
plated ; so I do not think there is any justification for moving this 
amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lent. 
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RaiBatiMtarKESHAB CHANDRA BAN ERJi: Ibeg to move that 
in clannt 48 ( 2 ), in lines 1 and 2, for the words, brackets and fig-urea “an 
executive officer is appointed under idaiiae (ii) of sul>-a6i>tion ( 1 ) of 
section 63” the words “any officer is appointed under section 63” In* 
substituted. 


Section 63 of the Bill provides for the appointment of certain officers 
such as set'retaries, engineers, health officers and one or more sanitary 
inspectors. Clause 48 provides for the entrusting of certain duties to 
the executive officers where such officers have been appointed. But I 
think that not only the executive offii*ers but other officers appointed 
under clause 63 may also be entrusted with some powers by the 
chairman. For instance, the liealth officer 


The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 be 

permitted to point out one thing, SirJ' This amendment is out of place 
here; it is more u[)posite to clause 46 which dcuils with the delegation of 
powers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are ycm convinced. Hui Bahadur}^ 


Rii Bthailur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: No. Sir, I am not, 
bec ause* clan**** 46 contains a nderence* to clause 66 and not to chuHc t»3. 
I have another amendment to move with regard to cduuse 46. I urn not 
moving it now neer dc» 1 intc>nc] to withdraw it but 1 am making out my 
ciUM* for the jmrpo.Hc* of rny present aiiiendmeiit. M> point is thiw; that 
not only the cxtH'utive officer liut other offic’ers appoinIcMl iindei section 
63 should also be* entrustc'd witli 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ma> I know if 
the speech that is being delivered now' is in coimec'tion with thi.s amend- 
ment or the one that is going to follow in c‘ounc*ction with another 
clause ? 

Rai Baht^ KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: With regard to 
this amendment, eertainl.v. Wi*h these w'ords, I formally move my 
amendment. 

TIm Hon*blt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 oppose the 
amendment, Sir. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji was then put 
and lost. 
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MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that in clause 
48 ( 2 )^ in linen 8 to G, for the words beginning with “the commissioners 
at a meeting may” and ending with “referred to in the said sub-section” 
the following be substituted, namely : — 

“the chair man shall cease to exercise all powers except those 
conferred by sections 72, 73, 74, 77, 78 and 92 and the 
executive officer shall exercise all the powers expressly 
reserved for the chairman under this Act except those 
mentioned above and also siicli other powers of the commis- 
sioners as mav be (ielegate«l to him by the commissioners at 
a meeting.” 

Sir, in case all the powers are not tlelegated to the executive officer, 
the chairman will continue to exorcise those powers not delegated to the 
executive officer. There will then be two execuitive heads working side 
by side, rnles.s full pow(*rh are given to the executive officer, there 
cannot be any justification for hi> appoint ment. Divided respon- 
sibility may lead to Irictnui and theitdiy hamper municipal work. One 
man should be hebl stdely le.sjmnsible foi the proptT administration of 
the municipality. If an (‘xeiutive ofticei m ajipointed, the chairman 
should cease to function and .should not exercise the powers of the 
commissioners and those powers gi\en to him by the Ac t. His powers 
should be limited to the c*alling of mec'tings and presiding over them. 
As divided rc'sponsibility d(»es invariabl\ lead to fiiction and clash, I 
hop<‘ the Hon blc' Minister will see hiv wa\ to accept my amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I point out that 
there is apparently a printing mistake in the amendment? My amend- 
ment contained the words “except the powers” after the word “powers” 
in the first lino. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI; Yes, 1 also noticed that and 
added the words “except those” after the word “fmwers”. 

TN Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I propose to accept 
the amendment standing in the name ot Babu Jatindra Nath Baaa, 
but this one I cannot accept because tiiis will make things difficult. 
There should not he specific delegation of powers for each municipality, 
because it may vary in different muutcipalities. There should not be a 
cut and dry form for every muuicipaiity. So I propose to accept 
Hr. Basil’s amendment and oppose (his and I hope in view of that the 
hon^ble member will not press it. 

The motion of Munindra l>eb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANORA BANERdI: I move that in 
clause 48 (2), in line 3, after the words “the conimissiouera at a 
meeting may” the words “on rei^oiniiiendation of tl»e chairman” be 
inserted. 

Sir, my amendment is a very simple one and 1 hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will not find it difficult to ac(‘ept it. I want only to add the 
words “on the recommendation of the chainnnn“. Section 48 provides 
for the delectation of powers to the chief e.\ecutive otficer by comuiis- 
sioners at a nieetincr and 1 think the ehairman. beincr the responsible 
administrative head of a municipality, should have an opportunity to 
give his own opinion as to the powers that should be delegated to an 
executive officer as such. I hof)e the Hon’ble Minister will not object 
to it. 

The Hofi’hia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am sorry I 

cannot accept this amendment, because it is onl\ proper that the 
executive office*!' should derive his powers from the cominissiontus and 
not from the chairman. He will also be a co-ordinate authority anil 
not a subordinate authority. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERill: May 1 rise to a 
point of personal explanation, Sir^ 1 did not want to do away w'ith the 
powers of tlie executive officer. What I meant was that the chairman 
might be able to make a reconimeiidalion which may or may not bo 
accepted by the commissioners at a inwtiiig. 

Tba Hofi’blf Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is tho 
value or necessity of sucli a reromineiidation I' When commissionerH 
appoint an executive officer, it is surely their intention to delegate such 
powers to him; otherwise there is no point in appointing him at all. 

The motion of Uai Bahadur Keshah ('hanilra Bunerji was then put 
and lost. 

RiJ Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANBR4I: I l>eg to move 
formally that in clause 48 ( 2 ), in lines 3 and 4, the words “notwith- 
standing anything contaiue<l in Huf>-section (/j” fie omitted. 

Tha HoiPbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose it 
formally. 

Mr.* PRESIDENT: Then it only remains for me to put the motioa 
lotmally. (Laughter. ) 

The motion wa« then put and lost. 



240 


OOVEENMENT BILLS. 


[18x11 Apg., 


6-15 p.m. 

Rif Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdi : Sir, I beg to move 

that to rlauM<* 48 { 2 ) the following be added, namely: — 

“to be exercised subject to the general control of the 
chairman and may at any time in the like manner withdraw 
or modify the «ame.“ 

My uinendincnt is very simple. It does not require any explanation 
and I, tliereftne, formally move it without a speech. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I rise in support of this 
amendment because it is only proper tliat the executive officer should be 
under tlie general control ot the chairman and as there is the power of 
the commissioners to invest the executive officers with powers so the 
4!ommis8ioners should also have the power to withdraw such powers. 

Th« Hofi'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I am sorry 
I have to disappoint the Hai Bahadur as 1 must oppose this amendment. 
The power should lie exercised not only subject to the control of the 
chairman but ot the municipality also. So I oppose thi.s amendment. 

Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdl: Sir. I beg to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the last portion of this 
clause, namely, “may at any time in the like manner w’ithdraw or 
imxlify the same” and the section savs “shall delegate”. If it is a 
(piestion of delegation it may be withdrawn or modified at any time; so 
I am asking the Hon'ble Minister to consiiler this. 

The Hoil'bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that is the 
reason why it is unnecessary. The authorities which can delegate 
power can always withdraw it. 

The motion of Rai Hahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji was then put 
and lost. 

Tht HOfi’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir. with your 
permission I woubl tike to move the amendment of Babu Jatiudra Nath 
Basil as my own amendment. 

I beg to move that to clause 48 (2) the following be added, 
namely 

“and u]K>n such delegation the chairmaii shall cease to 
exercise the powers so delegated to the executive officer**. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 



W82:] GOVERNMENT BILLS. 241 

raBttOfiNT: The question is that clause 4S, as amencled by 
the Councii, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Claune 49, 

Mr- PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 49 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mir. AN AN DA MOHAN PODOAR: Sir, I l)e#f to move that for 
clause 49 the follo^xinj^ be substituted, nuiiudv : — 

“49. The chairman may delejfate to the viet'-chairman or to the 
holder of any office under the muiiicijmlity all or any of the powers exer- 
cisable by him under tliis Act or any other Act for the time beingp in 
force and may at any time in like manner withdraw or modify the mtiiie. 

Provided that nothing? done by the vice-chairman which mig’ht have 
been done under the authority of a delegation from the chairman shall 
be invalid for want of or defect in such delegration if it be done with 
the express or implied con.sent of the chairman.’* 

Sir, the present clause empowers the commissioners to deleg-ute the 
powers and duties of u chairman to the vice-chairman or to the holder of 
any other offices (referred to the sub-.section (/> of section (i9). 

It is evident from the provision of the clause that the chairman shall 
have to submit to the decision of the commissioners as to whom his 
powers and duties will be made over and to what extent. Fnder this 
clause the chairman will Ik* deprived of his e<|uitable riffht for determin- 
ing: which powers and duties will l>e convenient to retain for himself. 

Sir, it is really very inconsistent and unjustifiable that the powers 
and duties which the chairman has once ohtaine<i by his elwlion will 
he interrupted in the intermediate way of his administration. It will 
certainly create an anomaly in tlu* munuipal administration. More- 
over, it will allow unscrupulous chance to the commissioners for form- 
ing clique against the chairman. Consequently the chairman will try 
to appease some commissioners even against his principle and conscience. 

Sir, if this clause is accepted without the amendment, there will be a 
coQstanl friction in the performance of the municipal works and as such 
I submit, Sir, this sort of destructive privileges in the case of the 
commissioners should be guarded against. 

Mr. H- P. V. TOWNENDs Sir, the reason why it is proposed that 
it should not l>e left to the qhairman alone to delegate the powers ia 
that in some municipalities there is party feeling and the viee-ehatmiail. 
forms a separate party : in these the chairman may refuse to delegafo 
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any power whatsoever to the vice-chairman and thereby defeat the 
object of the commissioiierH in appointiiifr a vice-chairman. It is, 
therefore, necessary to have some provision for the chairman normally 
to (leleg^ate to the vice-chairman all or any of the powers that may be* 
necessary, but in exceptional cases where the chairman refuses to do 
his duty in this respect, this power should l)e left to the commissioners. 
That is the reason why I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr, Ananda Mohan Poddar was then put and lost. 

The Hofi'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 be^ to move 
that in clause 49, in line 2, after the words “for the purpose’’ the words 
“and subject to the approval of the Lo<'al (lovernment” be inserted. 

Sir, the approval of the liwal Government is necessary to ^uard 
aj^ainst the commissioners siding; with the vice-chairman and depriving 
the f*hairinan of all his powers. The chairman may at the time of the 
election have enjoyed the confidence of the commissioners but later on 
he may lose it merely by trying to discharge his duties conscientiously. 
That is the reason why 1 propose the auumdment. The approval ot the 
Local Government is necessary just as a clieck on the powers being 
improperly exercised. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U; I need not repeat the worda 
tliat I used in op[)osing several amendments of the Ilon’ble Minister 
regarding the approval of the Local Government of the election of 
chairman. It is a fur worse and a far more vexatious meddlesomeness 
on the part of the Local Government that they should interfere in the 
matter of <lelegation by the commissioners of their powers to the vice- 
chairman. l^t is something unthinkable and my submission is that if 
the case stated by the Hon’ble Minister dues happen, that is, the 
(‘hnirman looses the confidence of most of the commissioners, in that 
case the chairinau should have no busine.ss to continue as such and it 
will not do any g<H)d for the Local Government merely to interfere with 
the question of delegation of pow’ers by the commissioners at a meeting 
to their vice-chairman. The proposal is, I have already said, due to the 
grandmotherly or stepmotherly interest of the Local Government in the 
municipal affairs, and is wholly objectionable. 

The motion of the Uon’hle Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and a division taken with the following result : — 

AYES. 


Afm rt rt aa , Mr. W. k. 

AMINi. Mr. 4. M. 

Mil, Mil V«Nt' KiUMir. 

Maif • lir. E* M. 
o aiMgan r y, Mali aaAt aimm 

uSfi fi > . . ? - 


B^A IBt W 

Cp pppr, Mr. e. 0. 

tap NpaM NaM K. CL 
KAaa MaaMr. 
r aw pa i , Mr. L IL 
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ranwMr, Hr. i. r «ip>i l l. 
taWII, M IMMot awH Kwnr. 
WMWV.tk* AlkMl Sir AMM- 

MHm. 


•UMM, Mr. «. M. 
e«li«, Mr. f. N. 

M t i mp n i i, Mr. A. 0. II. 
MMliii Mr. 4. n. V. 

MAM, MMiVi ANiii|.|i|.^MMII. 
KAm, Mr. Raaiir RaAimii. 


Mi^, iaa Maa*AM «r AmiiM OAihmIm 
CA« Mr. KAwaja. 

“V. A. F. 


AAiiAAC, Mr. R. 0. V. 


m 


RaM. lAa Naa*Alt Mr. R. N. 
Rati, Mr. 4. 


12* *2 Haii*Ala Mr. Rijay FrasaR ItAgA. 


terMr, Rai AaAiA RaAaii 

tan, Mr. A. R. 


•aa. Mr. Qirit CAaMra. 
ttARlataa, Mr. n. f, 
T h aaia a a a . Mr. W. N. 

T a a aia aM Mr. H, f. v, • 

Tayaam, Mr. N. 4. 
WllhiiiMfi, Mr. N. R. 


Waaanaaa. tha Naa'iia Mr. 4. A. 


NOfi. 


Ali, Maaivi Hanan. 

Aaliaai, Maulvi tyaa HajiA. 

RARaAA, Rai AaAadiir DaAanAra Nath. 
AARarll, Mr. F. 

RAfiarji, Rai aaaaaiir KaaAaA Chamlra. 
RAatti Mr. NaranAra Kumar. 

QAauAAuri. AaAu KiaAari MuAm. 
OAauAAuri, Maulvi tyaA Otunan HalAar. 
Daa, Rai AaAaAur Kamini Kumar. 

Oaa, Rai AahaAur AatyanAra Kumar. 
Faxliillam Maulvi MuAammaA. 

AAaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

RuAa, Rabu Frafulla Kumar. 

Makim. Maulvi AMul. 

Naauv, KHan AahaAur Maulvi Atitul. 
Naaua, Kari ImAaAul. 

Maataia, Maulvi MtthaimuaA. 

Kaaam, Maulvi AAul. 

Khan, Maulvi TamiiuAAin. 


Maili, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Aabu larai OhanAra. 

Mamin, Khan AahaAur MuAammaA AAAul. 
MuhAaril, Rai AahaAur taiiih OhanAra. 
MuhhMaAhaya, Rai tahih tarai QAaaAaap 
Naa. Aabu Suk Lai. 


ManAy, Mahara|a irit OhanAra, af Kavim. 
baxar. 


FaAAar. Mr. AnanAa Mahan. 

Rai MahAMi, MunInAra Dab. 
Ray, Aabu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shaiiharatwar. 
Raut, Aabu Naaani. 

Ray, Aabu NaribanM. 

Ray, Aabu tatyanAra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. tarai Kumar, 
tahana, Aabu taiya Kinhar. 
tan, Rai tahib Akahay Kumar, 
tan Oupta, Dr. Rarath OhanAra. 


The Aye, Iwinir 36 and the Noe, 37 the motion wa, lo*t. 


0-30 p.m. 

R«i Bakuhir tATISH OMANORA MUKHtRtfl: I Im.„ t« «.„« 
that in claufie 49, in hruM 3 and 4, after the wordh '‘the c huirman” tha 
wordf* with the approval of the romuiiNMionerA at a meetinir” tm 
omitted. 

ThU amendment relate# to the niattiT ot the clelegation of authority 
by the chairman to the vicen hainnan. IVnamally, what I am pointinif 
out i# whether in the matter of thin delegation of the powem of tho' 
chairman, t hi# #bould l>e done with the approval of the cotniniviiionerA 
^ a meeting. The power of a chainnan in purely pf^rnonal, and even 
in aection 2 ) of the old Act. which we are now ifoino to repeal, there lA 
no such provinion. It only nay# the chainnan for the trannaction of 
bnninenn may dele^^ate hi# dutien or powm*# to the vice-chairman. The 
^oint i«, is this an improvement upon the existing law? There is no 
retion why the diimily and the nUtus of a chairman would be ailectad' 
in this manner. As a matter of fact, in the praaeni JJiU we do not find 
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a chairman under the aid Act and his powers ate being curtailed. Eren 
in the matter of delegation of his powers to the vice-chairmian, who 
necessarily must be a person in his confidence, I do not see any reason 
why this delegation should require the approval of the commissioners 
at a meeting. I can well understand the introduction of the opening 
words of this clause, but I venture to point out to the Hon’ble Minister 
that these words ‘^with the approval of the commissioners at a meeting” 
are objectionable. The xevy reason which has been assigned for the 
introduction of the opening words is a sufficient condemnation for these 
words, and on that ground, I think, these words ought to be deleted. 
In the matter of delegation of power, the chairman himself ought to 
have unrestricted power as is now being done. 

Tht HOfi’ble ML BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I accept this 
amendment. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukherji w^as then put 
and agreed to. 

[At b-4() p.m. the (\)uncil was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembles! at (i-bO p.m.] 


Khan Bahailur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: It will be convenient for 
the members on this side of the House, Sir, if we meet till quarter to 
seven. Tlie reason for this is that it is not possible for us to devote the 
whole time up till 7-3(1 p.m. for these discussions. Work of this nature 
requires very careful consideration, and I suggest that the Council should 
close down at quarter to seven. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Might I also add that members 
on this side of the House would like the Council to adjourn at quarter to 
seven F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it would be better if you could sit up to 
7-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: I think, Sir, if we can work tiU 7-30 
p.ni., others may also be expected to do the same. 

Tha HoiPbia Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I suggest as a 
compromise, Sir, that we sit up to 7-15 every day. 

PftBtlDiltrs I think it is a good compromise. 
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Of* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* There another point which 
•hould al»o be considered, Sir. There are iiiuny njcnibers who come 
from the suburbs of Calcutta and they have to travel all the way back 
which may take even one hour in some cases. 


•if* PRESIDENT: All that is iniinaterial. 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: This is a very loiif? Bill and 
there is a lon^^ lint of ameruiTucnts. Some of these amendments are of a 
complicated nature and re<iuire some attention. I’nless the sittiiiirs are 
shortened it is very difficult for us to intelli|feutly follow the discus- 
sions, and it is for that reason that in fact most of the principal amend- 
ments have been withdrawn. We should have some time to study these 
amendments and 1 suffjfest that the Council should adjourn at ijuarter 
to seven. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In a matter like this, I think the Minister 
should have a lar^^e sa> as he is in chartre of this Bill. If he considers 
that we should sit a little longer. I think you should not throw 
ohstai'les in his a ay. 1, therefore, aci'ept the coiiifironiise pro}>osi»d hy 
the lfon’hh‘ Minister 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The que^ tioii IS tiiat clausi* 49, as amended hy 
the f’ouncil. staml part of the Bill. 

The motion was pul and aj^reed to. 


ClftuMt f.9.4 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I he^ to move that after 
clause 49 the following l>e inserted, namely 

*‘49A. The Executive Offieer may with the approval of the coromis* 
•iooers at a meeting delegate all or any of the powers to the holder of 
any office under the commissioners." 

With your f>eriiiission. Sir, may I contH t my amendment P In the 
new elauae, I want to insert the words **any of his” in place of the 
worda **any of the” in the second lint of clause 49A. 
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Mr. H. f. V. TOWNENO: To save tlie time 6f the House, may I 
iay that Government is prepared to accept this amendment? 

The following motion was then put and agreetl to: — 

“That after clause 49 the following be inserted, namely : — 

'49A. The executive officer may with the approval of the commis* 
sioners at a meeting delegate all or any of his powers to the holder of 
any office under the commissioners.* “ 


Clause SO. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 50 stand part of 
the Dill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7 p.m. 

Clause SI. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 51 stand part of 
tSe Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause S2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 52 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIl Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 52 for the word “three” wherever it occurs, the word “four” be 
substituted. 

Sir, as the House has accepted an amendment extending the lease 
of life of municipalities from three to four years, I think elections 
should not l>e held trieiiuially. These should take place every fourth 
year, and I hope Government will accept this amendment. 

Tht HOfl’M Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on behalf 
of Government, I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Hai Mahasai was then put and 
agreed to. 
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lUiilii TAMIZimblN KHAii: Sir, may I harp your j^rmiMioD 
to moTe the amendment standinif in my name with Home \’ttrbal 
alterationaP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yen 

MSOIVi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN* Sir, I .hIuiII read my amendment an 
altered. It runs an follow.n: — 

“That in claii.Me .V.J {I) {h), in line 1, for the word** ‘a ehairmau. 
whether elected or appointee!’ the wurd.s ‘an elerted chairmair he Hub- 
stituted, and in line 4. ftn the wtmU ‘appointment or eleetion an the 
eaae may l>e‘ the word ‘ele< tion’ he suhstituted, and at the end of thin 
«nh-rlause the hdlowinjr h(‘ u<lded, nunielv : — 

"and an appointcnl c hairman .Hhall, foihjeet to the prnviHionE of neetion 55, 
hold office for mucIi period not excwdin^ four years an the I.»<Mal (Govern- 
ment may in each case determine.' “ 

Sir. in thi.s clause of the Hdl an cdeeted chairman and an appointed 
chairman have hwMi driven the same term of offic-e. I want to make 
some chancre. I want that an elected chairman shall hold office for four 
years, and an appointed i hHirnian f<»r sueli p<»rn»d ns the lawiil (jovern- 
inent may desire. An official chaitman is appointed under exceptional 
circumstances, and tliese exrcptional circumstances may ci*ase to exist 
after the lapse of say six months or a >ear. In sucit a case. I do not 
Ouderstand why an appointed i hairiiiaii shonld continue to hold office for 
four years, 1 submit. Sir. tliat it is a reuhonuble amendment, and should 
Ite accepted. 


Tht NoiPbl# Mr. SIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have irreat 

plc»asure in acc ept tfie amendment of Maulvi Tumixuddin Khan. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan was then put anci agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The c|uestiotj is that clause 5*2, as amended by 
the Council, stand pari of the Bill. 

The mot km » m put and airreed to. 


Clause JJ. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 53 stand part of 
the BiU. 



248 OOVEEXMENT BILI^. (18th Ado., 

BatHi KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
clauHe 53 be omitted. 

For tlie last 48 years the inuiiieipal administration has been going on 
smoothly without any such provision. I think the insertion of thia 
clause in the Bill is unnecessary. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 support this amend- 
ment. There seems to be some amount of misapprehension about this 
clause in the minds of some of the members. I want to point out that 
under the law the duty of allegiance is the duty, and according to Indian 
decisions, the absolute duty of the subject to the Sovereign. Oath or 
no oath, every subje<‘t of His Majesty is bound by the duty of allegiance, 
and, therefore, the taking of the oath of allegiance adds nothing to his 
obligation. Whether he takes the oath or not, if a subject of His 
Majesty violates by treason or sedition his allegrance to the (Vown he 
stands in the same position. There is absolutely no difference. 

This statement has been challenged in some (|uarters. I would refer 
my friends to the authority of no le.ss a person than Blackstone who 
said that allegiance and prot<»ction were lecipnxal duties of the subject 
and the Sovereign respectively. The (juestion was made the subject- 
matter of argument in the case (»f Amir Khan ; and in that case the High 
Court de<ude<l that this allegiance was the absolute duty of the subject. 
Subsequently, the decisions of all the Higii Courts of Imliu were also to 
that effect. Therefore, the taking of the oath rir not taking the oath 
lias ab.solutely nothing to do with the duty which every one of us owes 
to the Sovereign. The provision for the taking of the oath by municipal 
commissioners is, therefore, a wholly unnecessary formality. There 
was a time when the oath was a vtuy lUMessury thinj;. In the early 
days of law, it was the oath whit h bound the vassal to his lord. There 
w’Rs no (d)ligation independent of the oath. That was a lime when the 
sanctity of the oath was believed in muc h more by the people than it i» 
now. That was a time when it was believed in fervently and it waa 
actually laid down as a proposition of law in many systems, nc., that a 
person who to<»k a false oath was bound to be struck down by death or 
some other evil within a ver\ short time. Cnder the Hindu Tiaw and I 
bcdieve under the Salic liaw there is a provision that wdien a person 
takea the oath and metds with a calamity afterwards his testimony 
should Ik* disbelieved. This sanctity it has lost. Most of us believe 
that the addition of the oath does not add anything to a promise or a 
moral or a legal obligation. The supernatural authority with which 
the obligation was vested by the oath in ancient times has disappeared. 
Therefore, whatever significance the oath hud in the remote and dim 
past has totally disappeared, but like many other things, the oath sticks 
to us as a survival ; it sticks to the law as a survival in England and 
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w© have simply followed suit. Whenever we have institutious modelloil 
<Mi Enirli^h practices, we cannot make up our iniudn not to imitate this 
meaning'less formality, this elaborate archaism. That is the reason why 
w© have this elaborate formality in this Council; that is the reason why 
it is proposed to introduce the oath in this Act. 

So far, it has been a more or less harmless formality, but circum-* 
stances have arisen which make it a matter of serious consideration — 
whether we should introduce this formality now where it did not exist 
l)efore. 

Sir, all of us know what a lot of trouble Ini'! ari.sen in the relations 
between England and Irelaiirl on account cd this imth of allegiance. 
As Professor Berriedab* Keith, that ^reat constitutional authority, has 
pointed out, the abolition of the oath by Ireland will not make any 
difference in the law ; and will not abolish the allcffiance which Irish- 
men owe to His Majesty. Nevertheless, it has raised a matter of capital 
importance ujmmi which we shall not be surprised, if very serious 
conswjuences hin^e. 

We in this country, in common with |M»ople in most other countries, 
are very apt to follow prec*c*denls, and the Irish precedent is one which 
may possibly appeal to fliose who are anxious tc» raisi* trouble over this 
affair. Already, in this country there is a c'ondition of affairs under 
which a question like this, whicli dirtK-tly raises the cpiesticm of 
allegiance t<» the (Vown, will come to the fore and it is very likely to be 
bit upon l»y any fM-rson who wants to create trc»iible as a aiirus hrlli^ 
and there is no knowing what trouble would l»e caused all c»ver the 
countryside, if we insist upon this iiieanin^dest formality. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Will you take lon^^ to finish umr speech 5^ 

Or. HARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I will take another 5 
minutes, or so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, 1 am afraid you shall have 
conclude your spef*ch to-morrow — I have to adjourn ih© Ckmuc il now. 


Adtoummnt 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.in., on Friday, the IStk 
August, 11132, at the Council House. Calcutta. 
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l^roceectings of the bengal Legislative Council assemhled under 
the provisions of the Government Pf India Act. 

Thk CorNriL met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
<’alcutta, on Friday, the i9th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
OHAUDH tRi, KT., of Sahtosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 115 nominated 
.and flecttnl members. 


STARRED OUEimONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Convictions in oonneotion with the dvil disobodienco movement. 

MOO. kirfMi SATIOH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will 
4he Hou’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to 1 h> on the table a statement showing since January to the end of 
July, 1932— 

(i) the total number of convictions in Bengal in connection with 
the civil disobedience movement under — 

(fi) the ordinary law; and 
(5) the Ordinance; and 

(u) the prf>portion of such convictions to the total number of 
arrests Y 


aiMtlA in eharg* of POLITICAL IliPARfMiNT (tho 

MoiYMo Mr. R. N. RoiO): (i) The figures up to the end of June only 
Are availahle: they are as follows: — 

6.G28. 

(h) 3,339. 

iti) 1 conviction to 1 : 1 arrests. 
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AppnntiCM in GovtmRMt Wm. 

•1d1. Dr. MARlSH CHANDRA tCN CURTAi (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Membcf in charge of the Finance Department aware that there 
are about 40 paid apprentices in the Bengal Government Press whose 
pay varies from Rs. 40 to Hs. 65 per month P 

(b) Is it a fact that outsiders and not these paid apprenti(‘e8 are 
appointed whenever any vacancy occurs in the Bengal Gdvernment 
Press? 

(c) Is it a fact that some lino operators have recently been ap]a)inted 
ftom outside in spite of the presence of these paid apprentices? 

{d) Is it a fact that the system of keeping paid apprentices has 
been abolished in the Governnient of India Press, Calcutta? 

(e) If the answers to (^i) to (d) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to slate the reasons of keeping these paid 
apprentices in the Bengal Government Press? 


MEMBER in oKargt of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlio HofPblo 
Mr. d. A. Woodhoad): {») At present there are 04 apprentices w'hoso 
pay ranges from Rs. to Rs, 00. 

(5) Apprentices are up|Kiinted to vacancies when fully trained. 

(c) Yes, as apprentices were not fully trained. 
id) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Non-oultiv«tod land in Bankura. 

MB2. Baby BATYA KINKAR BAHANAt Will the Ron hle 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(0 the whole acreage of the district of Bankura; 

(it) the acreage of cultivated and non>cultivated lands in the 
district; 

(til) the acreage of non^cuitivated land that may be converted into 
corn-fields; and 

(ir) what steps have been taken or are being contemplated by the 
Government for encouraging the conversion of ]ion*caltivaled 
land into cultivated land? 
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MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Provash Chiinder Mitter): (t) 1,680,000 acres. 

(/V) At the district settlement of 1914-17^ 47 per cent, of the 
total urea was found to be cultivated and 53 per cent, not under 
rultivation. 

{HI) 22 per cent, of the total area was classified as culturable but 
not cultivated. Ivuter fiffures are not available. 

(tv) (n) An experimental farm has Wn started to investigate the 
pfjHsibilities of increasing the area and outturn of crops. 

(5) One irrigation scheme has been completed, one is under con- 
struction, two have been sanctioned and four more are under investiga- 
tion. 


iahu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the Hoirble Member be 
pleased to state whether the experimental farm mentioiiHl in answer 
(Ir) (a) refers to the experimental farm that is being run by Govern- 
ment within the municipality ? 


The Hon’hle Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is not in 
my portfolio and I cannot say. 


Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA : Has the Government done 
anything beyoml starting that experimental farm for bringing the 
22 per cent, of the total area menti(me<l in answer (Itt) whi(‘h was 
<'las.sified as culturable but not cultivated under cultivation? 


The HoiPbIc Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is not 
in my portfolio and T cannot say. 


Bahu SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: With reference to answer (6), 
may I know the name of the irrigation scheme referred to? 


The HoiPMc Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER l I am unable to 

give the name as it is not under my control. 
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PriMiM tnd fUtiiiys. 

M08. MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: WiU iht Hon'bit 

Hember in charffe of the Political Department l>e pleased to lay on 
tbe table a statement showing the latest number of prisoners, male and 
female, detained — 

(t) under the Criminal liaw Amendment Act; 

(it) under the different Ordinances; 

(Hi) under the Indian Penal Code; and 
(iv) in each of the detention camps? 


Th6 Hon'Me Mr. R. N. REID: A statement is laid on the table. 


St€U£ment referred to in the reply to itemed quation No. JOd. 

(i) Person.s detained under the Bengal Criminal I^tw Amendment 
Act, 1930, on 3lst July — 

Males 987. 

Females 10. 


(ii) Persons convicted under the different Ordinances in conne<'tion 
with the civil diMd>edience movement in priwm on 30tb June 

Mules -1.859. 

Females- 65. 


(Hi) Persons convicted under ordinary law in connection with the 
civil disobedience movement and in prisons on 30th June — 

Males-2.465. 

Females- 155. 

(iv) Persons detaiiie<l in each of the detention camps on 31il 
July — 

Buxa — 162. 

Hijli- 275. 

Berbampore— 262. 

Deoli-^. 
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Nqafchali distrk4< 

*104. Babu HEM CHANPRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon'bje Memlwr in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether there is a proposal before the Government for shifting 
the headquarters of the district of Noakhali? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state where it will be shifted to? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to dismember the district and amalga- 
mate it with the neighbouring ones? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that there exists a strong feeling 
amongst the Noakhali people against such proposals? 


Tho Hon’bto Mr. R. N. REID: (a) and (b) There is no present 
intention of shifting the headquarters. 

(c) No such proposal is before Government. 

(d) Certain representations to that effect have been received by 
Government. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Government will consider the 
necessity of obtaining public opinion of Noakhali whenever such ques- 
tions come before Government? 


Tht Hon'blu Mr. R. N. REID: Certainly; public opinion is taken 
in considering suph niatters. 


ThMU oommittid in Notkiiaii. 

MOB. HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Is tbe 

Hon’hle Member in charge of the Police Department aware that infpi^ 
mations of thefts committed in the villages of Noakhali are in moat 
cases not lodged in the police-stations? 

(h) I! so, has any inquiry been made to find out the cause? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the informanta have to 
undergo much trouble and incur some cost to get ejahar recorded ? 
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(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists in the public 
laind of inefficiency and a want of earnestness on the part of the police 

‘ to detect culprits? 

(e) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate issued order, dated the 
^bth May, 19.32, to the presidents of the union boards to keep “Infor- 

ftiation Book’* and to send written information to the polit'e-statioii 
through chaukulars? 

if) H so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the order? 

ig) Is it a fact that the president of Fniou No. 4 of the 
station Begamganj, Noukbali, sent a written complaint to the DiKtiict 
Magistrate in June last alleging that one of the chaukuUir*, who was. 
sent to the Begamganj police-station with an information of theft, was* 
roughly handled at the thana? 

(/i) If so, will the Hon’ble Memlier be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the ('oni plaint and to state w'hether any step has been taken: 
on the complaint ; if so, with what result? 

0) Will the FTon’hle Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1930, 1931 and up to June, 1932, respec- 
tively- - 

(/) the numl>er of theft cases reported t4> different police-stations of 
Noakhali ; and 

(2) how many of those cases have been eiujuired into by the police? 

MEMBER in cliargt of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*Wo 
i|r. R. N. Roid); (a) It is understood that information of theft is in 
many cases not lodged at the police-station. 

(b) The matter has lieen the subject of inr|uiry by the Diairioi 
Magistrate. 

(c) and {d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) A copy of the order is laid on the library iabU. 

(g) No such complaint was received. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(t) A statement is laid on the taUe. 
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SUUmeni referred to in the answer to clause (i) of starred question No: 105 . 

Cbime Statement, District Noakhall 



IMi 

0. 

1981. 

1032 Up to JtUM. 

NBtM of 
poilee^Ut4on. 

TVft 

with 

bttrgUuT- 

Only 

theft. 



Theft 

with 

burglnry. 

Only 

theft. 

1 

1 

1 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

} 


1 

1 


1 




fl 

1 

I 

a 


I 

0 

1 

i 

f 

0 

I 

f 

0 

1 

1 

Koiwnll P. H. . . 

108 

»2 

47 

■ 


90 

44 

39 

67 

51 

34 

SO 

'CumpMtTgAnJ 

P. 8. 

18 

18 

8 



22 

11 

11 

17 

13 

6 

6 

.Handvlp P S. . . 

21 

10 

10 



18 

10 

9 

20 

16 

2 

2 

Hatla P. H. 

17 

16 

9 



21 

11 

11 

13 

12 

6 

0 

lUnianU P. 8. . 

9 

9 

* 

■ 

9 

8 

7 

6 

7 

5 

2 

2 

lirgMBgiUii P. 8.* 1 

71 

63 

22 

u 

66 

63 

27 

17 

128 

86 

32 

20 

Ukhiptu- P. S. . . 

S8 

33 

27 

17 

62 

37 

22 

19 

38 

20 

16 

8 

aamgMU P. 8. . . 

40 

39 

18 


41 

40 

10 

10 

23 

17 

6 

3 

aalpiir PS. . . 

16 

13 

12 

11 

13 

12 

27 


17 

12 

9 

8 

S^nltAgP. I. 

17 

17 

10 

9 

24 

24 

6 

6 

7 

6 

9 

8 

FenJ P. 8. 

42 

36 

22 

20 

49 

45 

26 

24 

32 

28 

17 

17 

Chli«gnlBA7B P. 8. 

20 

17 

10 

7 

26 

21 

IS 

IS 

16 

15 

B 

6 

PnrMtiunuB P, 8. 

10 

10 

5 

‘ 

7 

6 

6 

®i 

6 

4 

4 

2 

ShlllUMIAli P. 8. 

17 

16 


9 

18 

17 

11 


22 

18 

6 

5 


has bwn iperUlly ttOa ytmt tbe woni cfatr* of poUtkal aitjvltlw In Ita mriow 


Baku HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURI: Will the Hon’bl* 
Hemlier be plenned to state the result of the inquiry by the District 
Magi titrate? 

Thi Hfil'blt Mr* R* N« REID* I imagioe that the inquiry is not 
^et complete. 


Ute HEM CHANDRA ROY ONOUDHURIl How long will th# 
matter be under inquiiy by the District MagislrateP 

Tht Nifl*Mi Mf« R* N* REIDI I have no information. 
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Mu HEM CHANDRA ROY OHOUDHURIl With refmuee to 
tnswer {g), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
inch complaint has Wn received from any president of union within 
the police-station Be^mfranj ? 

Tht HMi*lii« Mr. R. N. REID: I wnn t notice. 


Firirifi lo liiiptrw unlaurfui a tii mtoly. 

M 06 . Mr. EH ANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the non’ble 
Meml>or in {hiii^fe of the I’olice l)e|Kirtmeiit l>e pleased to lay on the 
table a vstiiteiiient showing from .lanuurv to 15tb Jnly» 1932 — 

(i) (he occasions on which the isdice o]Moicd fire to disjieme a 
crowd or unlawful ftssenihly, and 

(li) the nurnher of |)t»rsonH killed and wounded as a result of such 
firin^^ ? 


TIi 6 Hofi’llH Mr. R. N. REID. (/) and iil) A statement (ontainin^f 
the infomiatiou desir(*<l is laid on the table. 


Stalfmrnt nJtrreH to in thr anMurr to clftujtfM(i) and (ii) of Btarrrd queMion 
So. KM} fthoirinq from January to JMh July, J932, ormsions on wkir'k tke 
police oj}entd fire to diitia r**' a croivd or unlawful as/iemltly and the number 
of person* killed and wounded ae a rrnull of firing. 
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Pla«e of ocoumnce. 

Date of 

Oecaaion, 

Number of penona 



occuirence. 


KUled 

Wounded. 


5. M<»rad«figA Bool. 
i)oIl<«*tUtion 
R«jb*rl, diftrict 
Fftridpar. 

l«-3-1982 

buppreaainR a riot 
over looting fish 
Id the lieel. 

2 

: 1 

6 polioe ofBoen 
wounded. 

e. Tf>k)uUtb«ur, vo- 
Jke-iiUtInn Nan- 
dtsram, diatrict 
Mldtuipore. 

25-3-1932 

Diaperaal of an un- 
lawful aaaembiy 
In conneetion wltb 
the manufacture 
of eontmbaiid 

Bait 


1 


7. (Thantobra, 

aUMon MotU- 
bat, diitrici 

KbiilnA. 

2»-S-1982 

Diaperaal of riotem 
In rtinnertlon with 
the Mwaeiuikm of 
the cAtff. 

1 



8. iH'wanaanj, rnt- 
llrO'idattoQ uo< 
ghat, dlairiri 
H<Kighi) . 

11-4-1032 

I)la|>eraa| of rlotem 
In eonneetion with 
the (1etnt>natmtion 
of a (Va^aa i»arty 

3 

5 

(Including 
one who 
ruImw- 
qucntly 
died) 

3 police offleen 
wounded. 

0. C'bandlpur, iKilirf- 
aUtbm llhairA* 
mara, <ll*trtrt 
Nadia 

, 14-4-1932 

SuppreMlna a rif»t 
over IfMitinK flab 
fMm A |M>rtlon <»f 
the river Chan- 
tiana 


16 


10, Ham Kalirhamn- 
nur, ia»ll(T-ata* 
ti<>n Nan<liffram, 
(Hat riot Mkina- 
fton* 

6-5-1082 

Diaperaal of CungreM 
volunteera aa- 

aembled for aalt 

1 deiQonatmiion 


1 

(RUbae- 

quently 

(iM). 


11. Bhanpur, ixdItT- 
atatldo Jiantm, 
dlatrlct Ilowrab 

0-6-1032 

In ronneetloD with 
obatruftbm of a 
taxi oerupled by 
a D I. H. Intpee- 
toT rrtaming from 
a wedding t»arty 

1 

2 


U. I'ppcr I’tiTular 
Road. Calrutta. 

i7*6-l»W 

Diapenal of a mob 
who attacked 

Hindu lii>uMMi in 
connection %rlih 
a Muharrum |»n>- 
oeatdoo. 


2 

26 police ottcen and'^ 

17 other* were also 
Injured. 

IS. lahatt*. piiiira- 
dUtrirt N^la. 

10-6-1088 

DUneraal of a ptdJ- 
tlcaJ coRferemw 
ninvcned by Con- 
greaa volunteera. 

1 

8 

T»w tmbdivtaloiMl 
omcer and a 
datadar were 

wounded. 

14. Akaat iMlicr-ata- 

tka OMMaram- 

par, olatrtet 

1-7-1082 

Diaiwmal m an un- 
lawful aaaemti^ 


2 

11 poUee oOean 
wounded. 

Dlnajpur. 


of a«nne ttantJuiiM 
in eonaectitfm with 
the arreat of au«ae 
of thdr nmaben. 




lA. Maawrla. pottra- 
•UMrm »lia«< 

Mldttaiwre. 

4*M0tt 

mmfm" Day*’. 

• 

g 

7 pol^ ollken 

Id. Raibar t'tuu, 
iwlW-atatImi 
baakia. diaUkt 
MMaapor*. 

11-7-1911 

In cMuwmictt vM* 

* 

wWft ovinftM- 
teatfcMi of dMMiltl- 
<l«f1 tax. 


1 1 
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Khan Baliadnr Manlvi AZIZUL HAQUIi Will tli« Hon’lJ* 
Ifuaber be pleated fo stale what are the rirramatancea under which 
the police (toes to suppreea rioting in connection with the looting of 
fiehP 1 tee that on three occationa the police retorted to filing in 
casM of lootinp of fish. 

Tll0 HOfi’Wa Mr. R» N« REIOl It was tbs duty of tJis* polics fo 
suppress riotixif? in all kinds of cases. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs Is it not the practice in 
the districts of Nadia and Faridpiir for the local people to fish in the 
river on the la«*t «lay of the lleiifrali year and on the first day of the 
Ben^rali yearP 

Tha Hon'bia Mr. R. N. REID: 1 Bin finite prepared to accept the 
hon’hle iiieinher’s statement. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the IL>h 
Court’s tlet ision f»n the pfiiiit, will the llon’hle Member considar the 
desirability of asking the }K>lire to rejiort what were the circumstaoceB 
of tliost* incidents? 

Tha Hon'hta Mr. R. N. REID: I am perfei’tly prepared to coio 

sider tlie p<»int. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Was the order of firing 
given by a Magl^tlate in all cas<*s after due warning? 

The Ho&b\t Mr. R. N. REID: I want notice. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In the last column of the 
statement ceitain police ofTn ers and a SulMlivisiotiul Officer art said 
to have been injured. Do I understand that these police officera and 
Sulxii visional Officer were shot as a result of the firing by the polkeP 


Tht Hen^Nt Mr. R. N. REID: Kn, they were wounded by the 
rioters. 

* Dr. NARESH CHAMIRA BEN GUPTA t Then do 1 undemtaod 
that the number of killed and wounded does not include the number 
of persons given in tbe remarks column? 

Tilt HtiPlilf Mr. R. N. REIDl I do not think so. I will, however, 
verify. 



MO QUESTIONS. [19th Aho., 

Babu SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Was the police 
officer seriously wounded in any of these cases? 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 


3-16 p.m. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Honble 

Member l)e pleased to state if it is not a fact that orders of firing are 
given by bead constables in some cases? 

Tht Hofl^bla Mr. R. N. REID: Such orders may sometimes be given 
in cases where no superior officers are present. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble 

Member be pleased to state if Government implj* that every case of 
firing is justified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir. 

Rai 8ahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state, with reference to item 4 in the statement, if the pub- 
lic were allowed to attend tlie jntni performance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 

Prisoner Ehibeankar. 

*107. Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE; (n) Will the Hon'ble 
Meinlxu’ in cUuige of the Politiial (.lails'i Dejrartment Ik' pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one Rhilwankar, a pri.soner from Burd- 
wan, was as.saulted in tin* Dum Duni SjK*cial Jail? 

(h) Is it a fact that a jii*tition of complaint j>refeiTed by the said 
piistuicr was not forwarded to the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAIL8) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble 8ir' Provash Chunder Mitter): OH The prisoner refused 
to give his thumb impression as required under section 6 (7) of the 
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920. He was informed of the fact 
that the provision of the law clearly contemplated that such impression 
should W taken by force if necessary, and after everj' effort at persua- 
sion failed an attempt was made to make him give his thumb impres- 
sion, but he resisted the officer discharging his duty, A struggle ensued, 
and in the course of that struggle the prisoner received a minor injury. 
The prisoner was not delilierately assaulted. 

(6) No petition was submitted by the prisoner from jail. 
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BalNi 4ITENDRALAL BANMERJEEt Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state, if a prisoner refuses to give his thumb impression, 
be cannot be tried and punished according to the ordinary provisions 
of the law? 

The HOfi’Mt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERl According to 
the provisions of law, a prisoner can be forced to give his thumb 
impression . 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hnn'ble Meml>er 
be pleased to state if he cannot Ih» fried and punished according to 
the ordinary* provisions of the law? 

TKa Hofi'bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERl Perhaps he can 
])e punished according to the ordinary law, but he can als»> 1 h* com- 
pelled to give his thumb impressi<m. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERdEEl Will the non’ble Member 
be pleased to state if p<ili<irul prisoners have not been tried and punish- 
ed for refusing to give their thumb impression? 

The Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl Possibly. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEt Fnder the circumstances, 
will the Ilon’ble Member Im* pleased to state what was the necessity for 
using force in this particular ruse? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl If he was 

puuishe^l by the ordinary law, the matter would not |:>erhaps end there. 
Suppi>se he was again prosecuted, the next time he might refuse again 
to give his thumb impression and so on, and, therefore, force had to 
be usimJ to prevent this at simie stage f»r other. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hoirble Member 
be pleased to state what was the nature of the injury received by him? 

Ttia HofPbla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl 1 have already 
answered that question, Sir, towards the end of answer (a). 

Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEEl Bui my question is: 
Wbat is the exact nature of the injurj ? This question the Hon’ble 
Member has toot answered. 

Tbs HaiVbif Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl In the rough 
and tumble he fell down and received florae injury on the bead. 



QUESTIONS. 


MS 


[19th Atro., 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJECt With regard to answer (b), 
is the Hon’ble Member quite sure that this prisoner did not submit a 
petition, addressed to the Inspector-General of Prisons, to the 
Superintendent of the jail? 


The Hoil*ble Sir PR0VA8H OHUNOER MITTERi From the 
inquiries I have made, I find that he did not submit any petition to the 
Superintendent. Hut I am prepared to make further inquiries if so 
desired. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, this is a specific ques- 
tion that I ask: Is the Ilon’lile Member quite sure that no petition 
addroBsed to tlie Inspeelor-General of Prisons by this prisoner was sub- 
mitted to the Superintendent? 


Tha Hon*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: From mv 
present knowledge the answer is as I have given, but if the hon’ble 
member wants more definite information. 1 am prepared to look into it 
further. 


Bohar^hadarganJ Parry Sarvloa. 


MOB. Mr. ANANOA MOHAN POODAR: («) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that the Bohar- 
Bhedarganj Ferry Service of the Joint Steamer Companies has been 
discontuiuod since May last? 


(ff) Is the Hon* bit* Mcinlior aware — 

(.) that the discontinuance of this senice is cau-sing inconvenience 
to the inhabitants and merchant, of the densely populated 
fcartikpur ivargaiia and other ueiglilKiuriiig villages to the 
south of the Pad in a ; and 

(..) those places are practically cut off from the outside world as 
It IS quite imiiossible to cross the furious Padma in country 
Ixiat.M during- thi-« rainy season? 


(c) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that pa.s.sengers going via 
S,e"wbT'I^ Chaudpur are detained at the Tarpossa station for 
Su^shwa'l*”' Madaripur mixed steamer to cross over the 


(rf) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that all representations that have 
ifel’to Tb e inhabitants and merchant, of three 
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(e) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleeeed to etete whet action the 
Goremment propose to take to remove the grievancee of the people in 
thoae areas? 

(/) Are the Government oonaidering the desirability of drairi&g the 
attention of the Steamer Companiei to the necessity for — 

(t) re-introduriiifr the Ilohor-Bhedarjranj Ferry Service; or 
(li) ninninff a Feeder Service In'twiMMi Ibdmr and C'haiidpur via 
Bhwlarpinj, Kartikpur, (iharisar and Sureshwar; or 

(ill) mukinjr aiTanjri*inen(s for the NaruNunjranj Inter and Fhand- 
piir mail Mt«Miinei> laith up and down to to\ich at Sureshwar 
atol runninv- a ferr}’ serviie betwwn Surenhwur and Bhedar* 
gnnj ? 


MEMBER in otiargs of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho HofPbM 
Mr. J. A. Woodhead): ( 0 ) Yes, fixiiw the loth May. 

(Ij) (i) and {ti) Yes. The diMcontinunnce of a service such as this 
inevitahly <’nuHe«« inconvenience to thoHc who were making use of it, and 
the inhahitantx of the places mentioned are to some extent cut off from 
other isirt.H of Ben^’a! owin^r to thi* lack of the iiu»rvice. 

(r) Ihissenp'r*^ from Narayaiijranj are not detained at Tar|>tiSNa as 
the Down Narayan^'nnj-tbuilundo Fxpre^s steamer conniH'ts with the 
Mmlarijmr Inter steamer at that station. 1‘assenjrers from ('hand|>ur 
have to wait S hoins jutd ‘JO minutes, but the ('oiti[>ariies !e|s»rt that 
this cannot 1 m^ a^(»lded jk the\ have found it impracticable to alter tbs 
Madaripur st«imer\ dejiurture time without disor^ranisin^ other steamer 
services connect iiijr therewith, 

(if) The Bidiar-Bhedarjsmiij Service, which was only opened tem- 
porarily on trial, is leportcd l»y the rompaiiicn not to pay for itself. 
In fact they reiH>rt that it was run at a lo'<**^ of lU. .'I4,d5d dunn|;i^ I9*'ll, 
excluding- overheml ( barges. A further Ioh.s of Bs. 11.705 is reported 
to have lieen inrurre<l during the 4 A months the •^enice was run ibis 
year. 

(e) and (/) O) and (n) fiovemment have no jurisdiction in the 
mutter, but the (’ompsinies report that they would lie preport'd to run a 
service if they are guaranteed against Iws. 

(jfi) Owing to changes in the river, Snreshwur is now right out of 
the course of the Chandpur Express and the Xarayanganj Inter Ser- 
Tices which, because they have more imfiortant mail counections to 
maintiiin, are unable to spare the time to call at Sureshwar, 
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Flood in Tangail. 

M09. MMHvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFili: (a) Is the 

Hon'blft Meml^er in charge of the Revenue Department aware that owing 
to the riwe of the river Jamuna and sudden flood in the lower parts of 
the Tangail subdivision, aushy aman and jute crops in the major por- 
tions of the Barisal, Mirzapitr and Kalihati thatias and low-lying lands 
in the Tangail, Nagai'i)ur, (iopelpur and Ghatail thanas have been 
almost totally destroyed this year? 

(b) Is the Hon ’hie M^ember aware that the people of Tangail who 
are already affected by the failure of crops last year have been driven 
to miseri(‘s and poverty by the aforesaid damage occurring in the pre- 
sent year? 

(c) Will the TTon'ble Meinl)er lie pleuse<l to state what stejys the 
Government pnnK)se to take for the ivlief of the affected people of the 
Tangail subdivision? 


Th 0 Hon'btd Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; (o) and (h) No. 

It is reported that the rise in the Jamuna did not materially affect 
Mymensingh district. 

(c) Further relief will be given where iiecessarj*. 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that in 
the Bengal Tenancy Act there is a provision by which money which is 
not taken by the landlord as landlords^ fees should be forfeited to 
the district Wrd? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. It does not arise 
out of your main question “flood in Tangail”. 


Landlords’ transfor foot. 

MIS. irijut TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: (a) U the Hon Me Mem- 
ber in charge of the Revenue Department aware that much difficulty 
and delay is experienced by landlords where there are co-sharem in 
getting the landlords’ transfer fees fwm the treasury? 

{h) If 80, are the Government considering the desirability of fram- 
ing rules for getting landlords' transfer fees by money-order in cases 
where there are not more than four co-sharers, when once their 
individual shares have been proved to the Collector according to the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928F 
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Tht HoffM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) Govern, 
ment are aware that there is some delay since notices have to he served 
on the other oo^sharer landlords. 

(6) Under atatutorj* rule {S) payments to co-sharer landlords are 
Blade by money-order unless they are taken direct from the treasury. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs In view of the fact that 
there are certain conditions in the clause in the Tenancy Act that land* 
lords" fees which are not claimed by landlords are to made over to 
district boards, does not the Hon’lde MeniWr think, therefore, that 
action taken under rule 29 is uJtra vires? 

Tha Hon*bla8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: But my lum ble 

friend forjrets that rule 18 (r) of the Tenancy Act provides that after 
a period of five \earH the money that is forfeited to (Jovernment in thi§ 
way will 1m* handetl over hy (fovernment to district lH>artls. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That bein^ so, will not 
that se<'tion Im* rendered nupitorv if (tovernment take j?t)od care to send 
the money to landlords? 

Tha Hon’bia Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl In view of this 
statutory provision within five u*ttrH every ruj>ee thaf is collected by the 
Government must he sent tf» the landlords; but after five years the- 
money will U* made over to district lioards. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the TIon'hle Member 
be pleased to state if the provi*>ionH of the Beiipfal Tenanry Art do not 
require that landlords must take their money from the treasury? 

Tht Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 


Praatka of daaorihing ooaupanoy holding! in aala daadi aa mokarari* 

♦111. Srljut TAd BAHADUR SINCH: («) Will the Ilon’bU 
Member in charge of the Ilevenue Deportment lie pleaeed to state 
whether it ha* come to hi* knowledge — 

<‘i) that a practice exists among tenants of selling their lands by 
stating a false right of mokarari to occupancy holdings in 
their kahaleu in order to deceive the landlords of their 
transfer fees; and 
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(ii) that a good deal of haraasment and unnecaaaary litigation 
between the tenants and the landlords hat resulted in spite 
of the provisions of section 26J in the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 1928? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of framing 
any rules making a provision of declaration in the deed of sale by the 
seller and of a heavy penalty in case of false declaration of price and 
right? 


The Hon’ble 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (t) 

Ooveriiment are aware that occupancy holdings are sometimes described 
in the sale deeds as mokarari. 

(ii) No. 

(h) The Act itself provides for payment of compensation in such 
cases and on the information available at present Government do not 
consider that any action is necessary. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: AVill the BonTde 
MemlnT be [)leaMMl to state wliat i.s the basis of his answer? I mean 
is it based on proper inquiries? 


The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Certainly. 


Viaitors of Jails. 

•112. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Meml)er in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
•tale — 

(i) w'hether it is necessary for any memWr of this Council to 
obtain previous |iermissiou from Government to visit any 
of the jails in this province; or 

(ff) whether the production of his Council card at the jail gate ii 
sufficient authority? 

(h) Is it a fact that in some jails a member of this Council who hat 
been permitted to interview a prisoner has to do so through the wiiw* 
netting, esjieiially in the Dum Dum Special Jail? 

(c) If the answer to {a) {ii) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of issuing necessary instructions to 
officers in this connection? 
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(4) If answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem* 
bar be pleased to state why no difference is made between an ordinary 
visitor and a ‘"member” visitor of the Council P 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state in the case of a 
member of the Council from whom should he obtain fwnnission to visit 
a jail or any prisoner therein from the Government or from the Jail 
Superintendent? 

The Hon’bleSir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MiTTER] {a) (i) and (r) 

The member is referred to Jail Code rule 69. 

(tt) No, 

(h) Government have no information alnjut interviews of the mem- 
bers of but unless they are nou-ofh(‘ial visitor* of a jail, they 

would be subject to the Jail Code rule^. 

(r) This does not arise. 

{d) There i.s no provision for such difference of treatment in (he 
Jail Code. 

Babu EATiSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the lion ble 
Member be pleaseti to state what is the answer to clause (c)? 

The Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: The answer \\ 
in the first |M)rtion of my answer t«) (i) and (e), where the member is 
referred to .Pail (Vnle rule 69. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Member Ik* pleaseil to state if it is not possible to frame rule* 
in the Jail ('mle allowing: memliers of the Ijejrislatrve C’ouncil to visit 
jails, or why any distinction should be made? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Apparently, 

the hon’ble iiienilier is confusin^r an interview iM'ttween i»ris<rners and 
memWrs of the Council and their visits to jails. 

Dum Duifi Special dill. 

MIS. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the HonTile Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political tJailsi Ilepartmeni aware of a feelinff 
that eairis — 

(i) that the prisoners in the special Dum Dum Jail are subjected 
to ill-treatment; and 

(w) that the prisoners who as a consequence of mosquito bites 
suffer from sleeplessness, fever and other troubles, mental 
and physical, are not supplied with mosquito nets by the 
Government? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
ronsiderin^f the desirability of permitting* a few willing members, 
including the questioner, to visit the jail at Dnm Dum to satisfy them* 
selves as well as the public about the real conditions prevailing in that 
jail ? 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) No. 

(it) No complaint has been received. 

(b) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Sarvioe of revenue proceeeae. 

48. Bebu AMULYADHAN RAY: (a) AVill the Hon^ble Member 
in charge of tho Revenue IXqwrtment l>e plea8e<l to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last three years — 

(i) the costs of serving revenue processes through the union 
l)oanl system ; and 

(it) what would have lH*en the aii|>roxiniate coats if these processes 
were servcnl through the prcMess-servers’ system? 

(b) Will the ITotrble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have come to any conclusion ns to whether the union 
board system has proved to Ih» more efficient in procuring actual 
service than the process-servers’ system? 

^r) Will the lion’ hie Member Ik* pleased to state how many of the 
process-sen’ers have l>een discharged owing to the reduction in the 
number of processes since the introduction of the union board system? 

The Hon'hle 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (t) A state* 

ment is laid on the table. 

{it) From the rejK)rts of local officers it aj^ars that the expendi- 
ture on service through process-servers would have been at leaet 
double. 

(b) No; but it is reported that the system of service through union 
boards is satisfactory on the whole. 

(c) 286 prooess-servera have been discharged since the introdnetiott 
of the system, but discharge was not in aU cases due to this dumga. 
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St4it&fn€nt Ttfetred^, to in the ansvaif to ctouso (<i) (t) of WMtoeted 

gueshon I\o. 4S, showing the cost of j<?ri*in^ r«p«nw<r processes 

through the union hoanh for the hst three years, 

192D-30 — Rs. 24, 810 apiiroximatoly. 

1930- 31 — Ru. 20,808 appitixinintely. 

1931- 32 — R«. 25,843 ai>|>roximately. 

Sanrioe of revenue prooeee, 

49. Bebu LALIT KUMAR BAL: («> Will the Ifoirhle Momlwr 
in charge of the Revenue IK'jmrtinent Ik» pleaaiMl to luy on the table 
a statement showing for the last thrtM> years — 

(t) the costs of serving the revenue prm'esses through the union 
boanl system ; and 

(ti) what would have Iksmi (he approximate c‘o»(s if them* processes 
were servcxl through the jM-meMs-server system!^ 

(b) Will the Hon’hlc Memlier 1 m‘ pleased to state whether the 
Government have Cf>ine to any (‘onclusioii us to whether the union iKKird 
system hun provtsl to he more efficient in priM’uring actual aerrice 
than the priKess-server s\s(em}^ 

(c) Will the ll(m’hle MemlKT lie pleuscMl to state how many of 
the jinK'CH.H-Mervers have Imhmi di.scharged owing to (ho rtnluction in 
the numlKT of pnatv^seH since the intrmluction of the union Inmnl 
system ? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (h) and (r) 

The menilMT is referrtnl to the reply to the jirevious ijuestion put by 
Balm Amul>adhan Ray. 

CasM of outragii on famalt modotty in diiioro. 

50. Babu 8UK LAL MAC: (a) Will the iron'lile Memlier in 
charge of the Police l>e|Hirtiiient Im* pleasiHl to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years P129, 193(1 and 1931 — 

(t) the numl»er of cases of outrages on the modesty of women in 
the district of Jessore; 

(li) the number of such cases in which (be uccus<sl persons were 
convicted; and 

(fu) (he number of such caiM*s in which (he police took cognixaticeP 

(h) What steps, if any, do the Oovemment intend to adopt to 
eheck lUs form of crime? 
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Thf Hrni’Wt Mfa R. N. REIDs (a) (t), (u) and (m) A statement 

is laid on the table. 

(fj) lyocal officers have instructions to give particular attention to 
this form of crime. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a^ of unstarred qttestion No. 50 
showing the number of cases of outrages on the modesty of toomen (section 
354, Indian Penal Code) in the district of Jessore, during the years 1929, 
1930 and 1931, 


Year. 

1 

Number of case*. 

Number of caaea 
in which the 
accuaed peraons 
were convicted. 

Number of oaaea 
in which the 
police took 
cognitance. 

1920 

31 

4 

15 

I03(» 

24 


10 

11131 

1 

8 i 

■ B 


Hrmm trreitetf, oomrioM ami detairtetf under the Criminal Law 
Amendment AoU and Ordinanoee. 

51. Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Political Defwirtment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from January to June, — 

(i) the numlH'r of jx^rsons arrestwl in the Presidency in connection 
with the civil disol>edieiice movement; 

^V) the numWr of such persons convicted; and 

{fit) the number of persons detained — 

(1) under the Criminal Law Amendment Acts; and 

(2) under the Ordinances? 


Tha ftOB'bla Eh*. R. N. IIEID: (t), (if), (Hi) (I) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(mV) (i?) 762 persons in all were arrested under the Emergency 
Powers Oniinanoe, 1982, between .Taimary 4th and Jnne 8(Hh, 1932: 
at the end of that period two of those persons remained in jail custody. 
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Staliment referred to in the amteer to clause (i), (ii), (iii) (I) of 
unstarred question .Vo. 61. 

NumlK»r of persons arrested in eonneetion with civil 

disoWdience from January, 1932 to J une, 1932 ... 11,081 

Niiniher of {>iu.*4ons convicted in connection with civil 

disohedieiice from January to June, 1932 ... 9,9(IT 

Number of persons detained under the Bengal rriminal 

Law Aniendinent Act at the end of June, 1932 ... 980 


Mirzi Abdul Kadtr. 

52. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Will the lion'hle MemWr in 
charjife of the Politnal Department l»e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that one Mirra Alnlul Kader, the Secretary of Islamia AsiKX'iatioii^ 
Dacca, was arrested under the Ordinuine on the 22nd May, 1932P 

(h) If the aiiHuer to (oi is in the affirmative, for what ofTeoce waa 
he arrested y 

(c) Is it a fact that he was led to believe that he would be releaaed 
as MM»n as he si^^ied an undertukin^r to leave the town for two inontha 
and \u»h made to hi^n sm li a ImuhI under influence and roen ionf 

i(h Is it a fac t that no formal order of exlernnient was issued ujiow 
th« Kader, but polii e olheers were sent t»> him by the District Ma^is* 
trate from time to time to ask him to leave the town on the 3rd June, 

1932? 

(c) Is it a fait tiiat Kailer wan permitted to remain in Diuiu till the 
21st June, 1932, and suhse<juently, and without any reason, the suid 
Kader was asked to leave peremptorily on the 9th June, 1932? 

if) Is it a fact that the District Muffistrute sent fns{>e4'tor <d Police, 
Babu Radha Charan Das, and the ofii('er-in>charire of the {Kdice-statioii 
Sutrapur, Maulvi Daliluddin Ahmed Choudhur>*, to Kader on the fitb 
June, 1932, with the alleged order of the District Magistrate asking 
Kader to leave the town next day? 

(q) Is it a fact that the said Mirxa AImIuI Kader approachefi the 
District Magistrate again with his pleader on the evening of the 5*1 
June, 1932, and informed the Magistrate that the Dacca Bioscope 
Company', of which Kader was the Managing Director, would be 
mined if Kader bad to leave the city without making proper arrange^ 
menta and he asked for 10 days* time for the purpose, but the Dietrici 
Magietrate relueedl to hear him and told him that he would he put to 
jail again if he did not leave immediately? 
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(h) I» it a fact that the said Bioscope Company has been cioeed 
owing to the sudden departure of Kader and that about 300 share* 
holders were going io lose about Rs. 40,000 for the action taken by 
the District Magistrate? 


TKe Hon’bia Mr. R. N. REID: (a) Yes. 

(h) He was found by the District Magistrate to be the author of 
certain mischievous rumours and to be engaged in intrigues which were 
likely to provoke communal disturbances. 

(c) No: he made a voluntary offer to leave the district for two 
months. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the queRtion is in the affirmative; 
the answer to the Hecond part in the negative. 

(e) He was permitted to postpone the date of his departure, but, 
as he took advantage of this conceMsion t(» stir up fresh trouble, he was 
asked to honour his undertaking immediately. 

(f) No; but the officers mentioned probably conveyed the message 
referred to in the answer to (c). 

(//) lie appnmched the District Magistrate on some date during 
the first week of June. The situation was such that the District Magis- 
trate had to tell him he must honour his undertaking on pain of further 
detention in jail. 

(h) No. 

Mr. A. Ki FAZL-UL HUQ* Will the non’ble Member f)e pleased 
to state under which of the various Ordinances in force was this man 
arrested ? 

Tht Hon’bit Mr. R. N. REID: I ask for notice, Sir. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Can the Hon'ble Member give us some* 
idea as to what the rumours were and what they were about with refer- 
ence to answer (6) ? 


Tht Hon*bl« Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot give details of the rumouff, 
but evidently they w^ere of a nature likely to embitter commtmat 
feelings. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL«UL HUQ: I do not want details, but what they 
were about? 
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Tlw Mr. R. N. pioi 1 am afraid I oaunot iriro an aiuwar 

^ thia witKout furtker notioa. 

Mr. A. K. FAZUUL HUQs With regard to aiuwar (c) which «ays 
that he made a volantary offer to leave the district for two mouths, will 
the Hon'ble !Sf ember be pleased to say to whom he made this offer? Is 
the Hon'ble Member sure that he himself made the offer? 

Tht Hoii*l»le Mr. R. N. REID: My informution is that at tha 
instance of the Magistrate he oiFered to leave the district for two 
mouths. I can only state in reply what a as said by the local ofbcers. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ! Am I to understand that that is an 
answer which he has passed on to us as the statement^ of the District 
Magistrate without satisfying himself as to its truth and that he himself 
made no inquiries? 

TKa Hofl'bla Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I made no personal inquiries. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: As regards (c), we are told that he took 
advantage of this concession to stir up fresh tn)uble. Will (he lIoii*ble 
MemWr be pleased to give us some idea os to what the trouble was 
alM)ut ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: 1 understand (hat he was spreading 
rumours that weie likcl\ to lead to communal trouble. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQl Will the ITon’ble Memlier l)e pleased 
to state if the Drdinaiiees apply to (he ease of a man who is trying to 
«et up trouble l>etw4‘en one (‘ornrnnnity and another.*' 

Mr. FREE! DENT: Thai question does not arise. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I was going develop my question in 
this way; There is a sfHtio»i in the Indian Penal Cotle, to which I am 
referring, and in view of the [irovisions of the ordinary law, could not 
the District Magistrate 

Mr. FRESIDENT: This is not the proper time for arguing out the 
legal positron. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With reference to answer (e), is the 
Hofl'ble Member aware that there is a provision in the Indian Penal 
Code which renders {>ena] any attempt on the part of a man stirring up 
eotnmunal trouble? 


18 



m 


QUESTIONS, 


[19tb Au6. 


Tlw HwinM* Mr. R. N. REID: I thii||||tliere is such a clause in the 
Penal Code and 1 hope the hon’ble member would give me the number 
of the clause. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: It is 163A. Is it not a fact that dur- 
ing the discussion on the Ordinances, we were given ta understand by 
Government that they would not be used where the ordinary law was 
suited to deal with the case? 

The Hon*Me Mr. R. N. REID: I am not aware of any such under- 
taking. Such an undertaking might have been given, but I do not 
know anything of it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With regard to answer (h), will the 
Ilon’ble Meml)er be pleased to take it from me that there are really 300 
shareholders of the Bioscoiie Company P 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am perfectly prepared to accept 
the statement that there are. 

3-30 p.in. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaswl to state whether there has not been a misuse of the Ordin- 
ance in this case? 

The Hofl’hle Mr. R. N. REID. No; there has not been a misuse of 
the Ordinance in this case. 

Khan BahaAir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference to 
answer (6), will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
District Magistrate’s decision was arrived at only on the report of the 
police or he himself made any inquiries into the matter? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think a similar question was put by Mr. 
Fasi-ul Huq. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I submit that 
Mr. Fasl-ul Iluq’s question was on a different point. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Tery well, Khan Bahadur, you may put your 
question. 

Khan BahMkir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate found that 
this man was dangerous or guilty only on the report of the police or 
after making an inquiry himself or an inquiry made by any judicial 
officer subordinate to him? 
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rut HtnlM# Mr. R. N. REIDs The District Miigiitr»ts m«d« tht» 
inqtiiiy himscll. 

Kfian Bahatfitr MUHAMMAD ADDUL MOMINs Will Uie Hoo^blc 
Member be jdeased to state whether the facti$ were placed before a judi- 
okJ officer? 

TIm Hon'Ille Mr. R. N. REID: 1 have DO such information. 

Dapramd in the ofllcti of tho Mogistrato and Collaotor», 
PMifia. 

53. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKER: (a) U the Hon ble 

Member in charjre of the Itevenue Department aware of the fact that 
a circular was issued by the Appointment Department of this Govern- 
ment to the effoct that one-third of the vacancies in Government offices 
in the ministerial department l.e filled up by members of the depressed 
classes in Henjrnl? 

(//) Will the Hon ‘ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a sUte- 
ment showing’ for the last five years — 

ii) the number <if vacancies which occurn»<l in the offices of the 
Magistrate and Tolleftor, l^abnn ; 
ill) the ininiWr (»f such vacancies which were filled up by member* 
from the depresswl classes; 

(fV<> the luinimum educational ({ualification re<)uired of a cundi- 
<lute for filling Up any such vacancy; and 
(tr) the nunil>er fd candidates, with standord (|ualifirations, of the 
depressed clasHcs whose claims weie overlmiked for any such 
vacancies? 

Tbt Hon’bl« Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (n) No, 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referrtd to in repty to clauet (h) of ttmtarred queMion No. S3. 

l»27-2«, l»2*.21» l»2l».30. |l03l.32. 

(*) Number of varmncku 6 4 5 1 

(m) Number filled by raembeni of 

depreMod or backward chMiM . . 1 

{Hi) llinknom cdueetionaJ qtMdtfictttion Ha%diig pssweH ibe Matri- 

cujatioo Kxarninaiion. 

(m) Number of caodidaim with irtafidud 
. quaJificatiom, of tbe d e p r en w l 
or barkwaid claaim who applied 

but were not appointed - . The fi g u r e w are not 3 

available. 
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iibu AMULYADHAN RAY: WiU the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that the circular issued by the Appoint- 
ment ]le;)aitifient really mentioned that one-third of the non-Muham- 
madan f>osts would go to the depressed classes in some of the districts 
in Bengal? 

The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot say 
definitely, as the matter is not in my portfolio. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleasfnl to state whether it is laid down in the Secretariat Manual 
that a matter toncerning one member of the Executive Council will not 
be known to any other meml)erP 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: There is cer- 
tainly no such rule, but a member cannot be expected to know every- 
thing that is being done by some other member. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the }Ion*ble MemW be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that the circular also mentioned that a 
return -shoM ing the number of dejiressed class men appointed during the 
whole >eur was t^> be given on the ‘list March each year? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Whatever the 
circular may lay down is followed by every depart uent. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble MemWr be pleased 
to state the castes the two candidates, who were appointed from the 
depressed classes, belonged to? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: With reference to the 
Hon’ble MemlH»r’s statement that if there is a circular it has been 
observed, will tlie Hon’ble MemWr Ik* pleased to state whether he stated 
that as a general propo^-ition ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The general 
rule is that a circular is always observed. 


Kutubdia embankment 

B4. Mauivi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fart that the kanungo in charge of the Kutubdia khas 
mahal has been neglecting the repairs of the Kutubdia embankment 
resulting in the ingress of saline water to the great loss of the poor 
cultivatorsP 
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(b) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleaeed to state whetiier any 
steps have since been taken to check this? 

Tfii Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs (a^ Nrt C 4 uie of 
breach or of in^rress of saline water has been reported to (he Colle<^tor, 

(6) Proper steps have been taken to repair the embankments where 
breaches are apprehended. 

Mioo firing upon orourda roaitling tho rmlluthn of ohoukldori 
or union board taxaa. 

85. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the llon’ble 
Member in char^ of the Polire Depurtineut be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing* from Deremlier. 1931, to date - 

(«) the number of cases of firing by the jnijice upon crowds assem- 
bled for n'sislinjf tin* realisiition of <'haukidnri or union board 
taxes; 

(u) the number of persons killed and wounded on each occasion; 
and 

(im) whether oHi( iul impiiries were held rcKurdin^ tho justification 
of firin#^' on each m’casion? 

(h) If (he answer to (o) (ut) is in the affirmative, will the Hoirhle 
MeinlxT be pleased to lay on the table reports of such in<|uinpHp 

Tlia Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (i) fhw. 

(ii) Six were injured including five jMdice officers. 

(ill) Yes. 

(b) These rejwHs are confidential dmumsnts and Government ara 
not prepared to lay them on the table. 

SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Memljer he 
pleased to mention (he particular district, suMivisions and particular 
places where the firinpr took place? 

Tbi Hen’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I think it relates to the Contai sub- 
division of (he Midna[M)re district. 


Ml Mr. SAILEtWAR SINGH ROYl Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
•tatement showing — 

(f) the districts where Government ihas mabals exist; 
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(u) the percentage of revenue collected during the years 1928*29, 
1929*30, 1930-31 and during the last she months of the cur* 
rent year from these khat rnahalt district by district P 


The Hon*blt8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (t) Khat mahali 
exist in all the districts of the presidency. 

(ii) For the percentage of collection during 1928-29, 1929*30 and 
1930-31, the member is referred to Appendiic IC of the Board's Land 
Revenue Administration Report for those years. The current year began 
on Ist April, 1932, and six months have not yet expired. A statement 
is laid on the table showing the percentage of collections on cunent 
demands in 1931-32. 


SkUemetU refmed to in the anstoer h clause (ii) of unstarred question No. 56, 
showing current demands and collections, etc., ta respect of estaies held 
direct by Oovemment in 193132. 


Diftrict. 

Curront 

demand. 

Collect tone. 

Percentage of 
coUectiema on 
current 
demand. 


Rs. 

Ra. 


Burdwan 

8.595 

8,148 

94 -79 

Birbhuxn 

3.229 

2,654 

82 19 

Bankura 

3.265 

3,295 

100-91 

Midmi|K>r« 

6.33.921 

6,66,326 

89 33 

Hooghly 

36.877 

82.027 

89-26 

Howrah 

25,565 

25,435 

99-49 

24-P&r||»nM 

4,47,508 

4,06,723 

90-88 

Nodi* 

39.331 

26,432 

64-66 

Murthidobad 

52,562 

39,720 

75 -56 

JoMom 

15.912 

11,732 

73 73 

Khttln* 

60,234 

47,102 

78-19 

cy«utt» 

12,463 

12,464 

100-00 

Daoc* 

76,576 

62,116 

81-11 

Mymoruungh 

52,656 

34,443 

65-41 

Faridpur 

2.10,152 

1,67,561 

74*97 

B*k*rg*nj 

14.60.388 

10,74,410 

73 -67 

Chittagong 

11,06,967 

9,25,202 

83-67 

Tippom 

2.31,727 

1,49,182 

64-37 1 

Noiikhnli 

6,03,759 

4,23,709 

70-17 


22,713 

10,839 ; 

47 72 

l>ini^pur 

50 

60 

100-00 

J*)p*ifuri 

6,52,410 

3,77,666 

57 -68 

R*nfiw 

799 

746 

93-26 

Bogr* 

83,697 

75J97 

89-86 

Pabn* 

86.354 

28,903 

83^7 

Hald* 

22,903 

18,463 

86-61 

Parifieliag 

2,80,491 

2,67,669 

96-42 

Total 

62,30,304 

■n 

76-84 
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H t i dyur lin 9l NMkiitii* 

S7. Mttilvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHl (a) Will iiie Hoti*bU 
Member in charge o! the Political Department be pleaeed to state 
whether it is a fact that the question of the removal of the district 
headquarters of the Noakhali district is under the consideration of 
OoTemment ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a plan was drawn up to remove the district 
headquarters from the Noakhali town to Maijdi whenever necessity 
might arise? 

(c) Is it u fact that the district of Noakhali is going to be dismem- 
bered and amalgamated with the neighbouring districts of Comilla and 
Chittagong? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to stole the reasons that led the Government to take 
such a drastic step? 

(e) Is the Hon 'hie Member aware that popular opinion is against 
such an amalgamation? 

Tht Hon’Ma Mr. R. M. RIID: (a) There is no present intention 
of shifting the headquarters. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No such proposal is Moir Government. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Certain representations to that effect have been received by 
Government. 


Adjoummafit nmtion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR lASUl Sir, I beg leave to move that 
the business of the Council l>e adjourned for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the co mm u n al 
award as published simultaneously in England and India, so far as it 
affects Bengal. 

Mr* FREilDENTs I have given my consent to the member to mcm 
the motion. Is there any objec'tion to his doing so? 


Mr. JL. T* MaCtUIKllS I object to the motuai. 
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Mfa PRESIDENT: Will those members who support the motion 
kindly rise in their plares? 

[More than the requisite number of members having risen in their 
places ] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The member has the permission of the House 
to move the motion. But in view of section 71 ( 2 ), I think it is clearly 
my duty to give an opportunity to His Excellency the Governor to 
nee this motion before it is actually moved. His Excellency is not in 
Calcutta now. We are not sitting to-morrow (Saturday). I think I 
l»etter fix 4 o’clm k, Monday next, if that will suit the mover? 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, Monday will be personally 
inconvenient to me. Could you kindly fix some later day? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will Tuesday, 5 o’clock, suit you? 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: T accordingly fix 5 o’clock, Tuesday, as the 
time when this motion will be taken up by the Omricil. 

Miulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I handed over to the Secretary 
another notice for adjournment, but I have not yet received your per- 
mission to move it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kasem, I have not seen it yet. I will have 
a look at it during the prayer adjournment. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed.] 

Clause ’53. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 pointed out to this 

House yesterday that the introduction of the oath of allegiance in this 
Act will serve no useful purpose whatsoever. It is an utter surplusagt 
as I pointed out. If it is at the back of the mind of the Hon’fale 
Minister and Government that by introducing this oath of allegiance 
they will be able to keep out undesirable people from tbe municipality^ 
they are greatly mistaken. It is perfectly true thnt there niay \m 
persons who are disloyal and who have openly declared that they m 
•editious; but even then it will not be posaibie for yon to keep tbmn 
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out by the mere oath of alleji^iaoce in the year 1932. It will be remem- 
bered by this Hou(«e, Sir, that Mr. Dt* Valera, who is now entirely 
against the oath, first entered the Dull by taking the oath of allegiance. 
Even in this country I am sui^ the person who is so iiiclinetl will ba 
as little reluctant to take the oath as Mr. De Valera was, whatever 
might be his personal opinion. As I told the House yesterday, the 
sanctity of the oath, the sup<'rnatural authority \ihich was thought to 
be assoi'iated with it in the past, has disappeared, biMause, on the one 
hand we have leariuni to look U|K>n a pi'oniise or n legal ohligaiioA 
or a moral obligation to Ik» as binding as any <wUh and, Wauie 
j>eoi»le who do not fed thcin^dves lK>uiid by a moral or legal ohligu> 
tioii alone, apart from the oath, would not think themselves bound 
even by an oath and will not hesitate to forswear themselves. There- 
fore, it will not prevent such persons as would he not willing nt hearl 

to take the oath; On tiie other hand, ns I have said, it would give m 

handle to those who want io create disturhiinee and to ruin tha 

administraliou ol the municipality as a part of the wide-spread policy 
to make the whole ad ministration impossible. This will give such 
jMjrsons a handle which they will wield with great success. This will 
enable them to hang ufMUi this jieg a campaign b»r making municipal 
administration impossible just as in some quarters there has i>een an 
att4*mpt to make the administration of union lioards impossiblt^ 
although there is no oath there. I do not want that the ndmiiiistration 
of the iuiini( ipalities in future should l»e jeopardised for a thing which 
is al>^olutely unnecessary. If you intnaluce the oath, you open the door 
for disturh.'inces ; if you dcj not introduce it, it will do no harm what- 
soever. 

Sir, I slumld not be so very anxious to press this amendment if 
the hopes I entertained in <oiumon with nuiny others of my countryman 
had been fulfilled, hofH*s that with the coming of the reforms tha 
atmosphere would calm down and w’e would all settle down U» a lif# 
of peace, quiet and progressive administration. That hope, which w# 
bad entertained ever since the Premier made bis memorable speec h at 
the (conclusion of the First Round Table ronference. has now Iwan 
shattered to pieces by the recent announcement of the communal 
award 

Mfi PRESIDENTS I do not think you need go into that at all. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAS 1 only want to aay that 
the hopes of peace 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I cannot allow you to say that. Im^ause you art 
daviating from the path that your motion clearly chalks out Wfore you, 
Wby should you do that? 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: We are not yet any- 
where near the end of the trouble ; we are still faced with a moyement 
which seeks to upset everything and that movement should be given 
as little rope as possible, and by introducing this oath of allegiance 
we are just enabling the persons who are willing to create disturbances 
to find a new loophole — a new reason which they may hold out for their 
upsetting programme. For these reasons, Sir, I appeal to the members 
of this House and to Government not to bring in this element of dis- 
ruption into the affairs of municipalities by insisting upon a wholly 
useless matter. 

Btblf BENOD BIHARI 8ARKAR: I beg to oppose this amend- 
ment. Dr. Sen Gupta has said that the oath is quite unnecessary 
because every member and every man is under the oath of allegiance 
whether he formally takes it or not. All the same, Sir, every member 
of this Council has got to take the oath of allegiance and there is no 
reason why a municipal commissioner who owes his existence entirely 
to this Council, should not take the oath. There is, moreover, another 
point to l>e considered. Every one knows that he should tell the truth 
and nothing but the truth, but in everv^ country in the world, in spite 
of all that Dr. Sen Gupta may say, a man before he goes to the witness 
box has got to take an oath to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, 
if, for nothing else, at least to remind him of his duty of telling the 
truth, and the municipal commissioners should take the oath if, for 
nothing else, at least to remind them of their duties, obligation and 
responsibilities as 8ubje('ts of the Crown and as partners of the greatest 
Empire that the world has ever seen. I would also ask the members of 
the House to remember what is happening in the dominions. I would 
remind them that in self-governing Canada, every man who holds any 
post under the Crown, or any office of profit, or occupies any place of 
trust, has got to take the oath of allegiance, and I request the mem- 
bers of this House to consider whether they can do better than follow 
the example of the self-governing dominions. I would ask you, 
gentlemen, to reject this amendment. 

Ral Bahidur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I nse to say a few woidt 

about the oath of allegiance as is contemplated in clause 53 of the 
Bill. It may be new to the municipal commissioners, but it is not 
new to those who are here to oppose or support this oath of allegiance. 

Some hon’ble friends of mine have tried to do away with it becaust 
according to them it is forma) and so unnecessary. If it be a mm 
formality, why do we object to it? Are we not observing good many 
formalities from the day of our birth until our death? If so, wfcy 
•hould we be reluctant to observe one more formality while going to 
discharge our sacred duties to our fellow citixens? We have got a 
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tuggefliion from the meeting of eminent chiiimen that the oeth of 
idlegiance is unnece«^r>', because municipal administration has been 
going on smoothly without the oath, and it is not likely to improve 
matters. Fortunately it has not been said that it will anyhow stand 
in the way of our progress. Another suggestion also does not t'om- 
mend itself to me, namely, the oath is ne<'essar>’ for bodies which legis- 
late but not in municipal institutions. Sir, as for m>^elf, I do not 
think it is unnecessary. I do not wiy it is formal. 

Allegiance is the true and faithful obedience of the subjects due to 
their Sovereign. It has its origin in the feudal liond under which the 
subjects termed “liege subjects” were hound to sen^e the King, their 
‘‘liege lord”. 

It is the natural and legal obedience which every subje<’t owes to 
his Prince in exchange for the protection extended by the Prince to 
the subjw.t. This allegiance is thus a reciprocal bond. The subjecta 
owe it to the Sovereign who is bound t<» govern the subjects according 
to the oath he takes at the time of his coronation. This allegiance is 
of a different kind. 

The allegiance may l>e of different kinds — natural, local and legal, 
liegal allegiance requires (hat he who has to take some legal office under 
the Crown has to take an express oath. We, the municipal commis- 
sioners, must acquire citisenship l>efore we can aspire to have seats in 
the municipal hoards. This <'itiKenship is a matter of law. The State 
in the exercise of its sovereignty can determine for itself whom it will 
cyjnsider as its citixens. It is the personal relationship with the State. 
The municipal Iwdies are formed by group of persons elected and 
appointed as coramissijmers from amongst the citizens who owe their 
allegiance to Ilis Majesty the King-Empertjr, his heirs, successors and 
representatives. These iKulieH, though not sovereign in their character, 
have got legal aspects and legal work to perform on In^htilf of the 
citijsens. As representatives of the citizens and subjects of His 
Gracious Majesty em^h memlxT of the municipal lioards should take 
his oath of allegiance to the (Vouti for the great and sacred task he 
is going to undertake. Even the King takes his coronation oath before 
he ascends the throne. To study the oath from its own |K>int of view, 
we see it is no harrier to our municipal work. We simply make an 
oath to faithfully discharge our duties into which we are al)oui to 
enter. We begin with our allegiance to the Crown. Its character, as 
•tiadied from primitive times, is found to be wholesome. It gives aa 
air of sanctity to the municipal body. This oath is of the nature of 
legal allegiance. High officers of the Crown do take such oath when 
entering into their high offices. Jurors and assessors take oath before 
they give their verdict or opinion. The municipal bodies are also 
mponsible bodies and have legal fnnciions to perform. Bo it is quite 
in the fitness qf things that they should take oath of allegiance (wt 
amt nsponsihle work before they can be entrusted with that. 
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Mtuivi HAS8AN ALI: I give my whole-hearted support to the 
amendment of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. Really I do not 
understand why this sort of clause, namely, the oath of allegiance, 
should he introduced in a municipal Bill. A municipal body is not a 
High Court where the oath of allegiance ha« got to be taken. It is 
iitit the I/egislative Council where the oath of allegiance is necessary. 
I do not understand how it is suitable in the case of municipal com- 
missioners. Does the Hon’ble Minister, or, for the matter of that, 
Government, think that this democratic piece of legislation, namely, 
the Bengal Municipal Bill, will turn the municipalities of Bengal in 
a day into so many Irish Free States, and the municipal commissioners 
m many De Valeras who will declare in so many municipalities in 
Bengal in a day indei>endence like so many Irish Free States? Sir, I 
think it is entirely uncalled for, and quite out of place in the case of 
commiHsioners wliOKe main w’ork is nothing hut to look after the drain- 
age and sweeping of the municipal roads, and, for the matter of that, 
its sanitation. They have not got to discharge the functions of legis- 
lato rs for the good of t}»e count it as n whrde, and its introduction into 
a IkkIv like this is wh(»lly unealled for and unsuitable. There is another 
side of the (juestion ; Sir, there are men in the municipal area who have 
conscientious scrujde^i, and will he debarred thereby from taking this 
oath of allegiance and entering into the municipality and giving their 
useful services to it. AVith the>e few’ words, I give my whole-hearted 
HupjK)rt to the ninendment. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: I rise to support the amendment. Let 
nolxidy think that the movers of this amendment are refractory subjects 
of His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

The main reastni for my supporting this amendment is that the 
taking of the oath of allegiatu’e to the Crown in self-governing 
institutions like municipalities, district boards or union boards is quite 
unnei'essarA', because no legislation for governing the eountiy’ is made 
in tliese institutions as is done in the legislatures of countries. 

The municipal self-government is nothing but the administration of 
roads, drains, privies and such other things ns are ordinarily required 
for our domestic life at home. 

A municipality does not deal with political matters nor has it any 
concern with magisterial functions. The oath of allegiance to the 
Crown is a very dignified thing and hence it should not be unnecessarily 
nsed in small matters of a municipality. 

Oft AM ULYA II AT AN CHOSE: I beg to support this amendment 
for the simple reason that things which are unnecessary need not be 
insisted upon. Was the oath of allegiance necessary during the last 60 
years of municipal administration where the commissioners have 
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working with absolute allegiance to the King-Emperor P Therefore, 
Sir, at a time when the country is going to have provineial autonomy 
and responsible government, and all that, is this the time tliat this 
sort of thing is sought to be introduced in the municipalities, which 
was non-existent ever since the municipalities were establishedP 
Naturally there will be something suspicious when you want to insist 
on this, and force it on people whose loyalty so far has not l)een ques- 
tioned. Otherwise, why should this sort of thing l>e sought to he 
introduced in this legislatiimP This sort of suspicion ought not to be 
allowed to be fornuHi in the minds of the p(H>ple, and it is (|uito redun- 
dant and unntH'cssary to introduce a provision of this description. 


The Hoti*llla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; I rise to opjKise 
this amendment. We have listened to the history of the oath of 
allegiance from Dr. Sen Gupta and an erudite commentary on it, but 
still I remain unconviiued as to its not l>eing necessary, us Dr. Sen 
Gupta wanted to suggest, in the.se tlays. He setMus to think that its 
introduction would rather encourage |MM)ple who are against Govern- 
ment to enter the municipality and make its working im|Hissihle, and 
he referred to the (rouble which this province witnessed with reganl to 
the working of the union txairds 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs May I explain. I did not 
say tliat ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou cannot interrupt at this stage unless the 
Hon’ble Minister gives way. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Do I understand 
that he diii not refer to the working of the union laiards ; that there 
were no difficulties P 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: What I said was not that 
these persons would enter the municipalities, hut (hat these fMTHons 
might create flisturhances so as to make working of the muni*‘ipalit ies 
and their administration im(H)ssihle. 

The Hofi'bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 1 means t he 
same thing. I would just remind my friend that there is no oath of 
allegiance in the union boards, hut still there was difficulty in the 
working of the union lioards. Whereas there is already the oath of 
allegiance in the Calcutta Corporation, an autonomous lH>dy, but 1 do 
not think my friend will agree or will suggest that there is any diffi- 
culty whnt«oe%'er in the working of the Calcutta Corporation. There 
is the oath of allegiance in this House, and we are ncH fighting but are 
trying to work the constitution for what it is worth. 
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Sir, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has given us a genesis of the 
oath of allegiance, viz,, that everj* subject of the Crown, whether he 
takes the oath of allegiance or not, owes that allegiance to the 
Sovereign because protection and allegiance go together. If a subject 
owes his allegiance to the Crown, where is the harm if he sim^dy 
declares that by taking the oathf (A voice: No harm.) He said 
that Ireland has voted against the oath of allegiance and that 
Mr. l>e Valera was fighting against it, I fervently hope that the day 
is yet to come when my country wdll follow the example of Ireland, 
and iH'opIe of my country will take Mr. De Valera as their model. 

Maulvi Ilassan Ali, Dr. Amulya Rat;\n Ghose and several other 
8p<*akers have said in this House that the duties of municipcd 
commissioners are to look afler the interests of the ratepayers. That 
is true, but they d<» not stop there. There is a strong tendency in 
members of lo<al bodies to iiitnaluce politics nowadays into these 
institutions. I think this oath of allegianc’e will remind them that 
they owe nllegiuiue to their King-Emi)eror, and I hope they will not 
go astray. 

As Mr. Ilassan Ali has said, there are many j)eople who have 
honest scruples against taking any oath ol allegiance, and who, on 
that scon*, will not enter local bodies and help them with their advice. 
Such fX’ople, who have got scniph'.s against taking the oath of allegiance 
to their King-Kmperor, are, in ray opinion, neither honest nor desimble. 
It is certainly better that they should have nothing to do with local 
bodies. T npp<Mil to this House nc^t to he hnl away by the theon*tical 
arguments of Dr. Sen Gupta, and T am sure they will not l»e Iwl away 
by those arguments ami will tivat them for what they are worth. 
Besides, in an autonomous Governnieiit the oath of allegiance will be 
the 8tro!igv*st Ismd of union l^twef*n England and India. 

With these few wonls. Sir, I strongly oppose^the amendment. 

The nnrtion that clause 53 omitted was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


All, Mmvlvi HatMii. 

••Mrjt, Mr. e. 

■•Ml, Mr, NarMitfra KMmar. 
OliaiMlIiiiH, Bate Kitliari Maliaa. 
CliaMBIiMry, Maiihrl Naral Ataar. 
eaUtillaA, Maaivi MiHiaiama*. 
OIMM, Or. Amalya Rataa, 

MaAlai, Maaltii AMiii. 


AYEt. 

Haaaa, Kati laiBaBai, 

Mafti, Mr. R. 

MatAarjat, Mr. tyaaiaprataa. 

Ray, Mr. tiMatJ tliMillaraMrar. 
Rairt, OaBa Nataai. 

•amaa, Maatvi AMat. 

•aa Oaata, Dr. Naratli CRaiHra. 
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Noia. 


lUfeia, NaMitaMte KlKMla Mm Ih i— ■<. 

KlMii tftluitfMr. 
krm vtr rnm , Mr. W. L. 

AMtiii. Mr. 4. M, 

■«ii»K Maiilvi tliaik Maliiiii. 

■•I, tabii UUIt Kumar. 

•ai, Mai taliia karat enankra. 

•aHaM. Mai MaHakar tHbcnkra Natk. 
•aMrli, Mai takaaMr KMiiab Okaiiara. 
•arma, Mai kakik Manthanaa. 

•atir UMifi, Khan kahih Maalvi 
M ah a mima. 

•irkniyra, Mr. H. 

•lantfy, Mr. I. N. 

■••a, Mr. k. M. 

■am, Mr. M. N. 

Chaiikhari, Or. Jafankra Chantfra. 
Chaiikhitri, Khan Mhakur Maiilvi All* 
miuzamafi. 

Ohankhari, Mauivi kyak Ownan Naikar. 
Ohaarkhury, Haji oaki Ahmak. 
ehawkhary, Maaivi Abkal Chani. 
eahtn. Mr. 0. J. 

Oapkifigar. Majar^naral W. V. 

Oaa, Mai Mahakar Kamini Kumar. 

Oaa, Mai Mahakur katyankra Kumar, 
raraaui, Iha Man'bla Nawab K. 0. M., 
Khan oahakar. 
fawaat, Mr. L. M. 
farraatar, Mr. 4. Camphall. 

Oanfati, Mai Mahakar, katil Kamar. 
Qhamavi, tha Han'hia Alhakj kir Ahkal- 
harim. 

Oilahrift, Mr. M. N. 

Oaha, tahu hrafulia Kamar. 

Oaha, Mr. f. N. 

Haaaa. Khan Mahakar Maalvl Aiiial. 
Hankaraan, Mr. A. 0. M. 

Naaain, Naarab Mutharraf, Khan Mahakar. 
Mao. Mr. A. K, Faft-al. 

Htmaain, Maulai Latafat 
Nakka, Mr. J. D. v. 

Kamm, Mauivi Abal. 


Khan, Maaivi Amin^Iamaa. 

Khan, Khan Mahakar Maaivi Maanaai All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tankfakklii. 

Law, Mr. ka r an k r a Math. 
t aaia n , Mr. 0. W. 

Macaira, Mr. L. T. 

MaOlathia, Mr. K. T. 

Mitiar, tha Nan'Ma kir Fravath Ohankar. 
Mamin, Khan Mahakar Mahammak Abkal. 
Martimar, Mr. H. M. 

Malliah, Mr. Mahanka Mahary. 

Naa, Mavarank M. A. 

Naiimakkin, tha Man'Ma Mr. Khwaja. 
Nartan, Mr. H. M. 

Fatra, Mr. M. F. 

Fhilnat, Mr. N. e. V. 

Fakkar, Mr. Ananka Mahan. 

Fakkar, kath Nanaman Fraaak. 

Kahman, Maaivi Aiiiar. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abkar 
Ray, Maba Amalyakhan. 

Ray, Maba Naaankra Narayan. 

Raik, tha Nan'hia Mr. R. N. 

Raaa, Mr. k. 

Ray, Maba katyankra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. kailaawar kinch, 

Ray, Mr. karat Kamar. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Mr. Ri|ay Fratak klnkh. 
kaakatallah, Maaivi Mahammak. 
kahana, Maba katya Klnhar. 

•artur, MaN Maaak MIbafi 

karhar, Rai kahib Rabati Mahan. 

ktn, Mr. M. R. 

kan, Mr. Oiria Ohankra. 

ktaptatan, Mr. H. f. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. F. 

Thamnaan, Mr. W. N. 

Tawnank, Mr. H. F. V. 

Tarynam, Mr. N. 4. 

Wilhinaan, Mr. N. R. 

Waakhaak, tha Nan'Ma Mr. 4. A. 
Warkawarth. Mr. W. 0. 


The AyeM bein^ 15 ami the 80, the motion wa« loHf. 


Mr. PREtlDENTs The question ii* that rlauMe 63 ntand ptirt of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and aifreed to. 

Clninf ‘%4, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question in that claufte 64 aland pari of 
the Bill. 
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Babu HARIBANSA ROY: I beg to move that for clause 54 the 
following l)e substituted, namely: — 

"‘54. (!) If the election of any commissioner is set aside, and no 

order for his disqualification for purposes of fresh election held under 
section has been passed by the judge under section 35 the vacancy 
may be filled up by the same commissioner in any fresh election held 
under section 39. 

( 2 ) If the election of any commissioner is set aside under the provi- 
sions of section 35 and the judge has passed orders disqualifying such 
commissioner for pur{)ose8 of any fresh election that may be held under 
Be(ttion 39, or if any commissioner, chairman or vice-chairman is by 
reason of his death, resignation or removal or by reason of his seat 
becoming vacant under the provisions of section 51 or section 53 unable 
to complete his full term of office, or if a chairman or vice-chairman is 
granted leave under sec tion 51 the vacancy caused by such death, 
resignation or remcival or absence on leave, shall be filled by the 
appointment oi election, as the case may be, of another person, and the 
person so appointed or elec ted shall fill such vacancy for the unexpired 
remainder of the term for which such (*ommissioner, chainnau or vice- 
chairman would otherwise have continued in office (»r during his absence 
on leave, ns the case maj' be.'* 

The distinction betweou clause 54 of the Bill and the amendment 
projmsed by me will make the jxisition clear 


4-15 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I make 
a statement at this stage? T am prepait»d to accept the amendment 
subject to some drafting altenitions. My amendment runs thus — 

"That for clause 54 the following be substituted, namely*. — 

‘54. (]) If the election of any commissioner is set aside under 

the provisions of section 35 and the judge does not dtxbire that pei*son 
to l>e disqualified for the purjKiso of such fresh election as may be held 
under section 39, the said person shall be eligible for re-election in 
th© vacancy so caused. 

{ 2 ) If the ©lection of any commissioner is set aside under the 
jiTovisions of section 35 and the judge declariH} that person to be 
disqualified for the purpose of such fresh election as may b© held 
under section 39, or if any commissioner, chairman or viccs-chainnan 
is, by reason of his dt»ath. resignation or removal or by reason of 
his seat liecoming wacant under the provisions of section 51 or section 
53, unable to complete his full term of office, or if a chairman or 
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Tioe-chairtnan is grouted leave under aet'tioa 51, the vacancy so caused 
shaU be filled by the ap)M)intiiient or elei'tion, ns the case may bts of 
another person. 

{3) The jierson elected or iip[M>iuted to a vacajicy referred to in 
sub-section (/) or sub-section (;L^) shall fill such vacancy for the 
unexpireti remainder of the term for which such commissioner, chair- 
man or vice-chairman would otherwise have continued in oftice or 
during his absence on leave, as the case may l>e.^ ” 

The moti(m of the Hon’ hie Mr. Itijoy Prasad Singh H(»y was put 
and agreed tf». 

Th(‘ no*ti(H> of Ihdiu H.iriUin'iU Hoy, therebuv, faihsl. 


(Ian Si' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pie'.tioii that claiist* 1)1) stand [Hiit of 
the Hill. 

Mautvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I beg to move that after clause 
55(t^^ thc‘ following Ih* added, naiiudv: — 

“Pro\idcd (hat in case tin* cotninissionerM at the meeting fail 
to «d«‘<t a <‘hanman, tin* (haiimnn of the otitgoing Iwuly of 
* oniiiii'<'<ionci - Hhall theieafter tesunie hi** <dti<‘e and continue 
Uj hold the same until the new chairitian is elected or 
apj)oiiited." 

The Hofi*Me Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, mu> I 
inform the Houh<* at this stage that 1 am prejwred to accept this 
amendment subject to certain drafting changes V My amendment runs 
fis follows : — 

“That after c lause bf)(2) the following jwovisu la^ added, nuiiitdy ; — 

‘Provided that if th«^ ( ommissioners at tho incM^ting fail to alot^t a 
chairman, the chairman of tho outgoing body of coin miss ion ors shall 
thereafter resume office and comiitiue to hold the same* until the now 
chairman is elected or appointed.* *’ 

The motion of (he Hon*bIe Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Itoy was put 
and agrpenl to. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan, therefore, failed. 

Mir. PRiStDENT: The question is that clause 56, as amended 
by the Council, and clause 56 stand peri of the Bill. 

The motion was pot and agreed to. 


IS 



100 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[19th Am, 


Clause 57. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quefttion is that clause 57 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The HOfi'Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 

that after clause 57(2) the following be inserted, namely : — 

“Provided that a resolution passed under this section for the 
removal of a chairman from office shall be subject to the 
approval of the liocal Government.’* 

Sir, it is true that when a chairman is removed by the vote of a 
majority of (two-thirds of the commissioners, it is very difficult for 
him to work as chairman, of that lK)dy, and 1 do not think that any 
useful purpose will be servcil by (jtAenimont deciding that he must 
continue. But there should be a salutary check against any clique 
that may Ijo fonned against a chairman: otherwise there is absolutely 
no reason why Government should intervene. I would ask my hon’ble 
friends to lK‘ar in mind that in local bodies suf h clitpies do often exist 
and it i.s not unlikely that a few persons may combine against a 
fKirticular chairman simply btHMiuse he is doing his work projM^rly and 
honestly and Iwcause he has made himself unacceptable to certain 
people. To put a snJufarv chiM’k against such clique.s, Government 
want to inti'oduce this provision. Otherwise, as I have .said, they have 
no reason to interfere. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Sir, I am afraid 1 cannot 
support this. This is an lunendment whic h is on the same line with 
two other amendments which the House rejected yesterday, in which 
the uppnrv’al of the Local Goveniment was sought to be provided for 
the election of chainnan and the delegation of |K)wer to vice-chairman. 
Sir, taking the grounds suggestetl by the Hon’ble Minister, I think 
this amendment will have no effect. If it is intended to put a check 
upon the vagaries and whims of the majority of the commiasionen, 
sub-clause 2 provides the remwly. It lays down that an elected 
chairman and a vice-chairman may at any time be removed from his 
office by a resolution of the commissioners in favour of which no less 
than two-t birds of the whole numW of the commissioners have given 
their votes at a meeting specially convened for the purpose. If that 
does not act as a salutary* check, the mere possibility of Goveniment 
vetoing the removal and forcing the chairtban upon an unwilling clique 
will not have any effect. If there is any clique and th^ pass a 
resolution by a two-third majority for removing the chairman, I do 
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not think they will be debarred from removing an unpo|nilar chairman 
by the shadow of the I^ocul Government's veto before them. Moreover, 
what will be the result of the LmuI Govemmetit's vetoing the removal 
of the chairman^ Supposing the majority again f«ss a reecdution 
removing him. I think it is alisolutely useless and I oppose it. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S Sir. the Ilon'ble Minister 
has been plettsed to admit that the oecasioti.s for exercising this check 
by the LikhI (iovernment must Ih> extremely rare. If u chairman 
is removed by u vote of censure by u majority of two-thirds of the 
commissioners, there will be no sense in putting him Imck to that 
position again. The Government posswsi's the jwwer now, and it is 
worth while t(» know how many times since the 3ifunici|Ki1 Act wmi 
passcnl the Ixual Government have l>e(m called u|K>n to n^sort to this 
power. Tf thiH jiower has bwMi n^soiitnl to on very, vt*ry f<*w iHcusitms 
in the past, is not that a strong leasoii for getting rid of this obnoxious 
provision giving jH>wer to the Local Government to override the 
municijsil eoinmi'tsioners' n*^olution jsi.h.hihI by a two-third majority? 
It will not •<<*rve any useful purjarst' — it has not done so in the post 
and it will not do so in the future, and in view of the v(*rv unlikely 
contingencs of thin hap|K»ning in the future, this amendment should 
he ojrjMised. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE 3 In opposing the amendment I 
I)eg to say that I have not lK*en able to understand the reason placed 
Wore us by the ITon’ble Minister, The majority which has been 
provided in this Bill is quite an insurmountable c licf k on anybrnly to 
remove a chairman, and if two-thirds of a Hous<» vote against the 
chairman, it is simply pre|SHterous for any Government to think i»f 
retaining such a chairman. Then, Sir, if the election of a chainnan 
require the approval of the (lovernment, then of course the removal 
of the chairman shfnild also nHjuire the apjiroval of the Government 
as a formal ne<'essity, but when that motion has been thrown out by 
the House yesterday I do not think that the present amendment should 
come before us. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

Rite RSNOO RIHARI RARKAR. Sir, I beg to support the 
imendmeni and in this connection I should like to rite an instance 
which would prove conclusively how necessary it is to keep some reserve 
power in the hands of Government. In one case an elected chairman 
after his election found the municipality to be heavily in arrears. He 
found also that the municipal commissioners who were being elected 
term alter term were the greatest defaulters. He tried his best to 
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realise dues, but these commiBsioners put every obstacle in his way. 
He was an honest man and he did his work verj^ eflSciently. He made 
the commissioners pay up the arrears, and the result was that all the 
commissioners — at least most of them — went against him and in a 
meeting they passed a resolution removing him, and then the Local 
Government liad to intervene. Government should abdicate if they 
cannot protect men from such injustice. (Hear, hear.) 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERill; Sir, after the 
defeat of Government in regard to the resolution relating to the ap- 
proval of the election of chairmen of municipalities, I do not think 
that such a provision is necessary', and in fact under the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act a resolution passed by a majority of two-thirds of 
the meniljcrs of a union board for the removal of a president, is general- 
ly respected by the district board; the decision of the union boards is 
n()t freijiiently vetoed. The power contemplated to be given to Govern- 
ment will seldom be exercised and us such I do not tliink there is hardly 
any necessity f<»r making such provision in the Act. 

4-dO p.m. 

It, is an admitted fact, Sir, that in union ]>oard areas party faction^ 
and cliques are a common occurrence and 1 do not think that in inunici- 
jmlities which are more progressive and where the Bengal Municipal 
Act has been in operation for the last 50 years, such contingencies will 
fr<Hiuently uri.se. 1 would, therefore, re<iue8t the Ilon'hle Minister to 
reconsider the point and withdraw' the proposal. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, I do not intend to detain the House 
very long, but I would like very much to answer the argument that 
because the power has not had to be used for 50 years, therefore it is 
without use and we can do without it. There are very many Bections 
in the Indian Penal (ode which are pnu tically never used. But do 
my friends opposite, on that account, maintain that they are unnecea- 
iary and that they can be done away with? It might ns well be said 
that hecause for 50 years no one has fallen over a precipice, which is 
pn)tected by a fence, that would l>e a reason for pulling down the 
fence. I think, Sir, this argument is conclusive. 

Then, again, it has Wn said that this power is unnecessary because 
it has not been used by union boards. But I may say, Sir, the question 
of union boards is rather experimental, and we cannot draw any usefnl 
conclusion from them which would apply to the working of a 
municipality. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and lost. 
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[At 4-40 p.ni. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it leaa- 
eembled at 4-50 p.m.] 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs I beg to move that after ciauae 
67 (2) the followinjr be added, namely; — 

‘*(3) A chairman or a vice-chairman shall vacate his office if he 
becomes seriously indebteil to any person within the municipality.” 

This amendment speaks for itself and I do not think I need make 
a long speefh in support of it. I move it in the interest of the purity 
of municipal administration. So far as othcers of the mniii( ipality ur# 
concerned, tliere is in ( lauso tiO of the Hill a provision to the effe<'t that 
a person shall not he eligible for the office of executive officer, se< re- 
tary, engineer, healtli officer, superintendent of water-works, sanitary 
inspector, assessor, tax collector, actouiitnnt or overseer of a munici- 
pality if lo‘ is seri(nisly in de))l. If that he the principle of the jiro- 
vision in danse 09. I do not know how, and with what, face, it can he 
said that the djief oflictus of a municipality, namely, (he «ljair:na» 
and the vice-<'hairmiin, shoultl continue in ofli< »» if they become 
seriously indehtcfl t(> any person within that inunit ipalily. So far 
os clause tiS rcgardiiig other o^ticef^ is concerned, it in admiftcdlv \cry 
W’ide; hut 1 say that if the chairman or the vice-rhauiu.'tn becomes 
seriouslv indtdited to anv (>erson ^ulhin a munu’lpalil y. it mcessarily 
impairs effi( iem v so far as that person or persons near about are c«*n- 
rerned. I, therefore, hope that in the interest of the puiity of munici- 
pal udmimstTution this ainen<ltuent will he accepted by the House. 


Mr. B. M. BOSE: T am sf>rrv I have to opjaise this motion. Mr. 
N. K. Busu has just referred to clause GO which, unfortunately, refers 
only to those men who are paid ofheers. A chairman or a vice-duiir- 
man is not a paid officer, and there is no reason for this restriit icni. 
Then Mr, Basil has said that if such a person is indebteil to any person 
within a municipality, he could not do hiii work properly. If that he 
so. Sir. why should it be ‘'to a person within the municipality” only 
and not without it also? 


5 p.m. 

I ran understand that if a man is very heavily in debt, whether 
inside or outside the munic ipnlity, he should not l>e allowed to stand 
but to say simply that because he is in debt within the municipality 
ha should not he alloweil to stand, is an argument which I do not 
understand. Further, there is another difficulty, as it is said ”if h# 
becomes seriously indebted”. What is the meaning of tho word 
**aariously” and who is to judge that? So T oppose this aroendmeut. 
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Rti Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I am sorry to 

have to oppose the amendment. Mr. Basu has drawn the attention of 
the House to clause 69 in which provision has been made that if any 
officer of a municipality is seriously in debt, he should be removed; 
but so far as this amendment is concerned, there is absolutely no pro- 
vision as to who will sit in judgment as to whether a particular chair- 
man or vice-chairman is seriously in debt or not. Who is to judge it? 
In the absence of such a provision, I do not think the House should 
accept the amendment. Secondly, Sir, as it has already been pointed 
out by Mr. S. M. Bose, there is nothing in the amendment to show 
what is meant by the word “seriously*’. If a man is seriously in 
debt, it does not matter whether he has borrowed money from a person 
rcHiding within the municipality or outside it, but the very fact that 
he is seriously in debt should alone be enough to consider whether he 
should not l>e erdnisted with the administration of the municipality. 
If it be with the obje<d of preventing dishonesty that such a provision 
is intended to be inserted, there is, indeed, some justification for it. 
But I cannot understand why a person who has borrowed money from 
fi person living outside the muni('ipa) limits should be allowed to con- 
tinue in office. The wording of the amendjuent is such that no action 
can be taken against a chairman or a \ ice-chairman if he borrows 
money from a fierson living outside the municipal areas. It is quite 
all right so far as the principle gcw's, but the amendment, as it stands, 
is not accejitable. 


Mtulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I rise to support the amendment of my 
friend. Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. My reasons are these: I do not 
mean to say that simply because a chairman or vice-chairman is 
seriously indebted, therefore he will not l)e honest in his work or will 
not be able to discharge his duty properly. At; the same time nobody 
can deny that if a man is seriously indebted to any servant in the 
municipality or to any citisen, he cannot discharge his duty as indepen- 
dently us he would W able if he were free from any encumbrance. 
Sir, there is a (Government provision under which Government servants, 
District Magistrates, District Judges, Munsifs and even Commissioners 
of Divisions cannot contract loans or debts within their jurisdiction, 
I mean to soy from any people in their jurisdiction, and I think, Sir, 
that the chairman or vice-chairman of a municipality have to deal more 
with the people of the municipality than a District Magistrate or a 
(^mmissioner or even a District Judge. By this rule Oovemmcnt do 
not say that judicial oiV executive officers are so weak that they will 
not be able to disi'harge (heir duties honestly because of the fact that 
they are indebted; but at the same time it is desirable that men is 
power and exercising some authority over a ceHain class of people 
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within a certain area slioulci not he under any oblijralion even of a 
pecuniar}^ character to any of the ritisens and I think that the old 
adage that the chairman and vice-chairman should he “like Cieaar’e 
wife above suspicion” is quite true. 


RtViftfld Ba Am NACS Mr. President. Sir. I would like to oppose 
this amendment because of these difficulties ; first, who is to decide 
whether a man is seriously in dehty If the vice-chairman or <'httirman 
is in debt, one could understand, hut who is to judg«* whether a person 
is seriously indebted and what is the meaning of the word “seriously”? 
Sef'ondly, Sir, in small iiiuni( ipalitie.s I cun conceive that in the case 
of a chairman or a vice-chairman or Iwith of them vacating their office, 
you may find it impossible to fill up their places because they all may 
be in debt. It practically means the disbanding of the whole munici- 
pality. Because <»f these difficulties, I oppose this amendment. 

BalNi SATYENDRA NATH ROY • Sir. I have much pleasure in 
flupfiorting this amendment. The amendment is very safely worded 
ami 1 think the memhers of this ('ouncil are asked tf» make anv distinc- 
tion lM»tween a rich i hairman and a p<K»r chairman. The two safe- 
guards pn»vidcd in this aioendnieiit are “ni.rious indchteilness’’ and 
“iiidehtedness within (he munwifmlity** and these words are, I think, 
auHicient safeguards. In \ iew of these worths, I sup|M»rt the amendment. 

Th# Hofi’Mf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I rin. to 
oppose this aiiiemlment. Fust of all. it is not a practical pro|K>sal ns 
to who will tlet'ult* that a iiiun m seriously iiidehtetl. 1'hen yttu nb*<o- 
lutely leave him at the mercy of the comniissionerit. Mtireover, as it 
wras pointed out hv tin* pr«*vitHi.s speakeis. the Heriousnt'ss must ht* In 
relation to his projwrty. If a man is worth U«. 10 lakhs and i« iiideht- 
ed lo the extent of only Hs. lakhs, it is serious imlehtedriess no thoiht, 
but whether it is h as to justify his removal must ho deri<led hv 
fioinehody. There i^ ni section (JO provision for the I/^wnl fJovernment 
to dfH'ide whether a man should or should not npjM»inted an officer 
€f the municipality liecause of his indebtedness. But, Sir. Mr. Basu 
•ays no such thing; so thi.s clause, if inserteil, will make this se<(icm 
unworkable. If a chairman or a vice-chairman is seriously indebted 
mnd hiH removal is justified on that ground, th© commissioners will 
always take action under the Act to remove him. So I opjmse this 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 57, stand part of fh« 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agre<K] to. 
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Clause 58. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queBtiou is that clause 58 stand part of 
the Bill. 


Mauivi HA88AN ALI: I beg to move that clause 58 be omitted. 

Sir, I want to delete this clause and my reasons are these: The 
powers given to the IxK til Government in. this Bill for removing a com- 
missioner are wide and objectionable. It is said that a man who ig 
convicted of an offence which “in the ojiinion of the Tx)cal Government^ 
involves moral turpitude can be removed. These words “in the opinion 
of the Ijocal Govern iiient” seem to l>e highly objectionable and the j)ro- 
vision is (juiie against the ideas of modern democracy and gives powers 
to the Ixx al Government which Government had not hitherto exercised. 
Besides, removal on the ground of the violation of the oath of allegiance 
is an arhitiurv ex(‘rcise of powers whic h can he nev<*r tolerated. It will 
leave (jpen to the sweet will of tin* executi\e as to what constitutes the 
violation of the oath of allegiance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose this amemdment. This provision is necessary for the working 
of the Act. The mover of the amendment has said that it should not 
1 h» left to Government whether a man should be removed for the viola- 
tion of the oath of allegiance. In his opinion, the violation of the oath 
of allegiance is no offence : he seems to think so ; but Government will 
have no personal bias against any particular person. Government and 
Government alone should detennine it. As a matter of fac*t, Govern- 
ment enjoy this powder even under the (^alcutta Municipal Act and it 
has seldom been exercised. It was exercised only in one case and that 
was for a very serious offence. My point is tliut only in case of emer- 
gency or extreme cases GovernTuent will exercise this power and this 
reserve j) 0 W’er shcmld be left to them. I wcmld ask the inemWrs of this 
House to rpmeml>er that the Minister in rlinrge cd this department is 
the Ixical Government for the purjwse of this Act. He is responsible 
to this House and to the public outside tbi-ough this House. There is 
absolutely no chance of his abusing this power. If he does so, the only 
course and the easiest course is to pa.ss a vote of no-confidence and 
remove him from office. For these reasons, I would oppose this amend- 
ment. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Sir, on a point of order, may 1 
inquire whether the movers of other amendments will be allowed to 
move their amendments f 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: If the amendnient is accepted, the whole clause 
will disappear, and the other amenvliiients will accordinffly fail. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 

BilNl KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: .Sir, I Wjc to point out 
that there seems to be some priutinj,^ mistake in regwnl to the motion 
which stands in my name. I sent in a notice to delete clause oS (/). 

Df« NARESH CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Sir, in that case I would 
like to move the amendment a** it stands on the a^*nda paj>cr. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kishori Halm, is it your point that you fW'ut in 
a noti<e of an amendment wliieli attacks oM (/) and ned 58 (al)? 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V cm jcrohaldv want to say (hal \cmr amendment 
is (juitc independent cd the amefidment on the a^-nda paper and lliat 
it has not U'en ^dven !i jdaee by mistake. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Yes. Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: .\s ihcoe an* others who have j^iven notice of 
amendments, attacking 58 (aJ), I hhall call upon you to move your 
amendment after they have moved theirs. 


5-16 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI; 1 W to move that cdauH« 
58 (aJ) be omitted. 

Tbt Hon’blf Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government in 
prepared to ac*cept this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahnsiii was then put and affreecl 
to. 

BMhi KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURh 1 berto move that clause 
58 (I) be omitted. My reasons is that if amount the municipal com- 
mt&^ionerB there arises a difference, and the majority want to swamp (be 
minority, h would be very easy for (he majority commissioners to bring- 
forward a charge of some tort of misconduct and remove one who is not 
very pleaaing to them, or whose removal thev may a ant, Tii that 
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yiew, »o lonff a« a man enjoys the confidence of his constituency, I 
think it would l>e improper to allow the commissioners to have an oppor- 
tunity to remove him. I think such an opportunity should not be 
given, and T hope the Ilon'ble Ministei will kindly accept this amend- 
ment. 


The Hofi’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. AVliut is the language of the clause, Sir? I will 
read it: “The I/ical Government may, remove an elected com- 
missioner on the ground of misconduct in the disc'harge of his 

duty if the removal is recommended by a resolution of the com- 

miMioners passed at special meeting called for the purpose and support- 
ed ])y the votes of not less than two-thirds of the whole numW of com- 
missioners of the municipality.” Government will he simply regi.ster- 
ing a decree passed hy the cummissiotiers, not by a bare majority, but 
by a two-third majority, and the removal will he on the ground of 
failun' to discharge duty or for disgraceful conduct. I thirik this is a 
V(M‘y sabifary provision and if the two-thirds of the wliole body of 
commissioners think that a particular (‘ommissioner has failed to dis- 
<*liarge hi> duty, he sliouhl he n*nio\ed. I think it stands to rea.son 
that he sliouhl not he allowed to retain his seat in spite of disgraceful 
conduct or failure to discharge his duties as a commissioner. So I 
oppo.se this amendment. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 heg to give my whide-heart«d 
support to the amendment inove<l hy my esteemed friend. Balm Kishori 
Mohan Chainlhuri. and in doing so 1 Wg to say that the tw'o-third 
majority oftentimes occurs in a single party. 1 can tell from my own 
<»xperience. I was elected from my ward alone, as an independent, 
whereas from all other wards, I think 19 seats were captured hy a single 
coterie. It would he very simple for that paHy to bring in any sort of 
allegation against me, and there was no one, not to speak of two-third 
majority, to support me, as I was in a hofieless minority. This majo- 
rity would l)e sufficient to conviace the Government that I should be 
removed fnmi the municipality in spite of the fact that T was still en- 
joying the confidence of the people who sent me. It would be a very 
unjust procedure for the Government to accept things like that. In the 
preceding 8ul>-cluuse the Tiocnl Government has power at any time to 
remove a c-ommissioner appointed hy it. Government have agreed to 
omit that part, and why should they not agree to omit the other part aa 
well, when the question of elected commissioners comes before them? 

With these words, I support the amendment. 
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KlMn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUBi I am afraid my friand i» 
to much prejudiced for his p<*iHoiia! |?ri«*vance I hat he has forffotten to 
iook into the lanjruapre of the section. The siMtion »ay«, firstly, not 
a misconduct of every kind that would he the luatter detenniniiijr th© 
removal, hut misconduct in the discharge of the duty of a municipal 
commissioner, and Hcc'ondly, two-tliirds of the coniinissioners must Ufrree. 
I think my friend, in spite of all talks nhout coterie, would find it 
usually very difhcult to ^et together two-thirds of the coinmissioiters 
at one time who would ajfree, and even if the coterie really wants to 
be so prejudiced as to remove a commissioner, tliere is (he Local 
Government who would finally decide whether there was failure in (he 
discharge of duties and whether such commissioner should he removed. 
I think the Minister explained, it is for (io\erninent to confirm the 
decision of the commissioners ami they retain tin* power of detddinjif 
whether a man ^•■uilty of iniscondnet in (he discharjjc of his duties, 
should he removed. 1 hope m\ triend is not serious and tlmt lu* does 
not rcall^ \\ant that a man who is really j»’uilty of misi'onduct, in the 
disihar^’-e of hi^ dut>. >liould h»- rctainml 

BalHi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I oppose tliis aincmlmenl and 
j?o further than tin* Nfinistcr himself hecausc not only the Government 
re^^isters it. Imt n only optional, a** the word “may ' is in the clause, 
and it i** not cnmpulMirx fuj- (tovernment to remove a r’ommissioner, 
even thouj^li the commissionei's hy a two-(hitd majority desire to 
remove him. If a chairman < an he removed hy a Ivvo-lhinl majority, 
why should not a commissioner he removed hy a two-third majority, 
and that for miHrondm iy And then then* is the safe^mard that Govern- 
ment may may not rem(»\e him; it is ipiite optional. So 1 op|HMie 
this amendment. * 

The imuioii of Halm Kishori .Mohan Ghaudhiin was (hen put and 
lost. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I have your pen 
mission to motion Xcr. 7Ht> uhicdi stamU in the riairie of Huhu 

Satish Chandra Kay Clurndhurvy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: N o; I railed tins motion and it was not moved 
at the time. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I to move that in 
clause 58 { 2 ) (o), in line 8. (he words “in (he opinion of the I/)ral 
GovemmenC' he omitted, 

I have already made my suhmifwion on another amendment regard- 
ing an offence which involve# moral turpitude. As it is, we are giving 
diaerttion to the T>ocai Ooverntneni to nay that in one case it involve# 
moral turpitude, and in another caae it doe# not. 
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The Hon’IHe Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROYs I oppose this 
amendment. I think the word ‘‘convicted^’ is sufficient safeguard 
against the misuse of this power; so I do not think there is any justifi- 
cation for the amendment. I oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
lost. 

Dr, NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that for 
clause 58 (2) (d) the following be subfltitute<l, namely: — 

“(d) if he has l>een convicted by a competent court of the offence of 
waging war against the King or conspiracy to wage war 
against the King or of sedition; provided that it has been 
found by such court that he was guilty of instigating violence 
for subveitiiig the Government establi.shed by law in British 
India, or.” 

Mr, H. P. V, TOWNEND* Might T iFUjuire, Sir, whether tliis is 
really 58 (d) or 58 (2) ih)? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: It is 58 (1^) (5), Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is a [»miting mistake. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND; Yes, Sir. I think it is a misprint. If 
that is so, Sir, (f<»vernment is prepared to accept the amendment with 
a verbal change. I want to add the words “using or” after the words 
“he was guilty of” and the words “the subversion of” in place of the 
word “subverting” in the last few lines of sub-section («) (b). 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA; I am prepared to accept 
the ainendinent. 

Khan Bfihadur Msulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Am I to understand that 
Government do n<d want to reserve any power if there is a violation of 
the oath of allegiance? , 

Tht Hon’bi« Mr. BiiiOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am sorry there 
is some misunderstanding, Sir. I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then there is a conflict between you and your 
Sec’retary. (Tiaughter.) 

TIm HoiPble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not a cos- 

flict, Sir. It was a mistake. 
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Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs What I any ia thia; 
that, under the clause as it stands, the Goveriuneiit may* by 

notification issued after due iin|uiry, remove any c'omtnissiouer for 
yiolation of the oath of allejfiance. 


Tilt Hofi’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. may I 
explain one thinjr at this sta^re just to save the time of the Housed If 
Dr. Sen (lupta w<»uld Offree to have his amendment put in in addition 
to, but not in substitution of, the c lause of the Hill, I slnmld have no 
objecticm. In short, I cannot ujjrree to J»is pioposal of Hubstilutin^ hit 
amendment in jdac e of the clause in the Hill. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 am not a>freeable to 
the proposal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your (d»ject]onh 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. the clause, as it 
standH, pt<c\i<b‘'> that the licaal (foveinment may renucve any commis- 
sioner by iioliti' at inn i-*-.ued after due iiu|uny to the effec t that such 
commi.Hsioner hii' vodatcMl the oath «d al let^'ianre. In that case, he 
loses hi-' •'eat. Hut what I want is that iiisicutd of this n commissioner 
mu^t ]iii\<* been convicted for sedition, or for conspnacy to wap* war 
against the Kin^r, or for wa^finy' war ui^uinst the Kin^', There is no 
difference In'tween violation of the oath of ullefriance and sedition. 
That is a thinj; which I want the Hon’hle Minister to liear in mind. 
Sujipose a man violates the oath of allejfium’e^: he commits sedition; 
and if he commits -eclition, he is liable to In* con\i<*tecl by a c-ourt of 
law. I mean that a man who has done so, sbcmld be found by a com- 
petent court of law* to have donr so before be is removed. What the 
Government projaises to do is that there need be no conviction by a 
court of law if it thinks that the oath has lM*en vicdated. In recent 
times there have la^eo many instances in which the Government has 
held that the duty of allepance has Wen violated in kuc h a way as to 
justify action on their part, whereas, ac'tually, there was no such thln((. 
I want, therefore, in the first place, (bat this power of Government to 
detdare what is a c-riminal offence — and for which a cvmrt iihould make 
a declaration — ahould not exist. 

Then, Sir, the pmviso says that it is not enotiffh that there should 
be a conviction for sedition, which has been explained in some caties 
aa want of affection for Government. I may inform the Houte that 
•oma decisions have gone no far as that, thereby implying that want of 
auction for Government was tantamount to diiaffaciion. Sedition is 
not merely disaffection or want of affection for Oovemment ; but there 
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fhauld be real sedition. Sedition in England always means something’ 
more than what it means here. No court in England will convict a man 
of sedition unless he has been found to do something which would 
be tantamount to instigation to violence ; I repeat that no court in 
England will convict a person of sedition on account of an absence of 
affection for Government. That is the established law in England. A 
mere absence of affection, or for that matter disaffection, is not sedi- 
tion in England. A mere disaffection towards Government is not 
enough in England to convict a person for sedition. On the other 
hand, it is considered enough here in India according to the decisions 
of the court. That is the reason why I have provided that a person 
guilty of sedition should also he found guilty either of instigating 
violence, or of w'uging war against the King, or of conspiracy to wage 
war against the King: without that a mere conviction for sedition will 
not sufti<‘e. The reason is this: A person who is a revolutionary or 
w'ho instigates vio!eu(*e is not a desirable man for a municipality. 
You cun put him out. But a person who does not feel attached to the 
established Government or who is disposed to upset the existing social 
order, and yet doi*s not instigate violence, that person is nowdiere con- 
sidered undesirable for l)eing asscKiuted with the administration of 
local IxKlies. Therefore, Sir, there is a real distinction upon which 
the liability to exclusion from civic duty can rest. And that is a 
vital distinction. This is the underlying principle of my amendment, 
and that is why I w^ant t(> substitute this amendment for the clause in 
the Bill. To come to grips w ith the point at issue, I must again repeat 
that such a person must l)e convicted in the first jtlace by a proper 
(H>urt of law, and that, in the second place, the conviction must be for 
real seditious speeches, writings, and ac ts, vi;., those which amount to 
instigation of violence. 

I submit, Sir, that if iny amendment is accepted, it would leave 
out those persons who ore not wanted. It would provide exactly what 
is w'anted: it will keep out those persons who require to be kept out: 
it will give a real signific-ance to the word “sedition”, nr., that thoeo 
who have been convicted for sedition, or for waging war against the 
King or for conspiracy to wage war against the King would be kept 
out, Without going into the technicalities of the law those who have 
violated the oath of allegiance will be kept out. Up till now no court 
has found that allegiance can be broken otherwise than by treason or 
sedition. 

Mr. iHAMTi iHiKNAREBWAR RAY I I support the amend* 

ment moved by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Qupta. The clause, as it 
stands, is very vague and should be made clearer. Dr. Sen Gupta*! 
amendment states what is necessary in such circumstances and I hope 
the Hon*ble Minister will accept the amendment. 
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Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONGS It mh^ius to me tliat this amendmoikt of 
Dr. Sen Gupta is somewhat sufierduous. For instance, if a man ia 
found grniltj^ of treason or sedition, surely he adll not l»e renmvwl hy 
the municipality; he will he rc^noved by the police as he is ^ 

one of His Majesty’s jtfuests. AVlien a man is convicted for treason or 
sedition, he is taken entirely out of the hands of the iiiuuicipidiiy. 

I do not see any reason why a man who is t'oiivictetl should not be in 
prison; he should have nothing to do with a municipality. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, 1 iis<* to supiMirt the amendment 
which has just now hecn moved hy my friend Dr. Xaresli Chandra Sen 
Gupta. The clause, as it stands, jfives jww'er to the IxM'al Government 
to remove u commissioner who vi(dntes the oath of allegiance; and. as 
has Wu p<»inte<l out hv my erudite friend, the distin|,ruisbe<l lawyer, 
that if a man violates the oath of allepance be will he ^lilty of a 
criminal offem e, and, as such, can he sentenced to punishment hy any 
court of law. My submission to you, Sir, is that if such a i>erson 
violates the oath of allepance, (Government is l>ound to pnwtH’Ule him 
and se<‘ure a convirtion a^un.st him. But simply l>ecaust* a District 
Magistrate holds un the coiitidential report of an incjuiry held some- 
where and under certain < iifumstances or it may even la* on the re;M>rt 
of a police <onstahle that such a man is datigert>us or is likely to crentw 
violence, it will not la* fair either to the ratepayers or to (he commis- 
sioners to remove liiiii. I think. Sir, that G(«ernment will bme 
nothing hy aca-epting this amendment, because anylaaly who is found 
violating the oath of allegiance will l»e convicted and put out of otlice. 
It is then that (lovernmeiit should b** nuthoriMul to reumve such a 
person fniin his office on that account, ri;., the ('(unmisHion of a 
criminal offence, lie must not l)e removed simply l>ecuuse the District 
Magistrate dt*<dures that he is unacceptable, at the sweet will of 
Government. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL PORREBTER: On a [K)ini of information. 
Sir, I nnii not quite sure what l>r. Sen Gu|vta said itlaiut sedition. 
Does he mean^ for instance, that the grief resolution {mssed hy th© 
Calcutta Conxmition in connection with the dwitb of Dinesh Gupta 
comes under sedition under this clause? 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA BEN CUPTAt In the case c}t4Mi it ta 
either sedition or no breach of the oath of allegiance. 

IHi Mr. BldOY PRABAD BINCH ROY I 8tr, the language 

of ihe clause is perfectly clear, rtr., that if be has been declared by ih# 
Local Goremmeni by notification issued after due inquiry to have 
fiolated his oath of allegiance, the Local Government may nemoro 
ihn. 
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Mr. Abul Easem neema t<> think that Government would a6t sdidy 
on the report of the District Magistrate. Nothing of the kind. He 
has got no reason to think that the Local Government woilld accept 
anything that may l)e supplied to it by the District Magistrate, lliat 
i» never done. This clause is meiint to provide against cases whicll 
were referred to by Mr. Campbell Forrester. Take, for instance, the 
case of Bepin Behari Ganguly of the Calcutta Corporation. That man 
has not l)een convicted by any court of law for waging war against 
the King, but certainly he has violated the oath of allegiance. 


Mr. gHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Question! 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That (im^tbn I ^ 
do not think I need answer. He has violated his oath of allegiance 
by his association w'ith the teriorist movement. If GovenimeiSt is 
left without any |><>Nver to remove a' piMxm, who ojsMily and publicly 
declares his symiwithy with iiuirdererH, it will h«» a deidorahle situation 
indewl. 1 dare say that not only this (io\ eminent hut all future 
Governments 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, is the IWhlc 
Minister entitled to make any asjjersion against a man who is not here 
and who has been ucxiuitted by the High ('oiirt of such a charge, so 
far as iny information goes? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: My friend is 
absolutely wrong. Even the (^dcutta (\>riH>ration has refused to grant 
him leave and I hope the hon’hle member ha.s got greater knowledge 
about him, or any symjwthy with him. 


Mr. iMANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is not only a question 

of 8ymi>athy hut a question of justice also. 


The Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My friend has a 
curious sense of justice ond I pity him for it. Not only the pment 
Goveniment hut the Government that is yet to come will need stich a 
clause to remove ])eople who have violated the oath of allegiance. I 
will request the members of this House to look ahead and to invest 
Government with {lowers to meet a contingency like this. It is no nse 
hlamtng the present Government; if there be any Government at a]l» 
it will need such n power. In this view I ask the House to 
this amendment. 
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Mr. i. M. iOSE: Sir, may I jujtt nay ono won\? In awHioii 22{2) 
ci the Calcutta Municijwl Act a Miiniliir pnivision exiatn. 

, The motion of I>r. Nun»ah ('haiidni Sen Uuj>ta waa then put and 
lost. 


Rai Eahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Sir, 1 to move that in 
clause 58(1^) (c), in line I, after the wonls “if he*' the worda "other- 
wise than with the jH'rmitwitOk in writing of the (Commissioner of the 
Division" inserttnl. 

My ground for mo\ing this ameiulmeiit is that if this (lause Iw 
r allofjlld to stand without the insertion of thtMie wonls, it will ai t highly 
prejudicially ui the case of a person who is a partner in a particular 
finn of contnictors from U'fore his ele<’tion or ap|»ointnient as a com- 
missioner. Well, Sir, that finn of contractors might have contnirte<i 
with the municip«ilit\ hu doing certain work, and if suhsecjuiml tc» that 
he hcM'ornes a conunissKuier, (Iomi according to tliis clause, as it now 
stands, he will tuthcr have to rc*sign Ins comniissionerslnp nr do away 
with his fmrtnership in the* firm and if he has to do the latter Hhen 
jierhaiec tin* <»nly source «d Ins income for (he maintenance cd his family 
niav Ih‘ stnpjsal That firm c»f eontnictors might have alrcMidv startcnl 
at tlie tilin' he IsM jiine a connnissioncT. and then for no fault of 
his he would cuther have t<» resign his c ommissinnc'rslnp nr t<» do aw'nj’ 
witli^ his jsirlnership, whic h he cannot afford to do. Mv suhraission 
to this House is that such c'ontingc'ncies may hap|s»n and the wording 
of the clause, as it now stands. maN edash with the> interest of such 
jjerscnis. 

There* is another thing which has fc» 1h‘ considered. Iln* clause* 
rcNids ; "if he knowinglv uc(|uire*s c»r ccmtiinic*s to have, dirtw'tlv or 
indirectly by himself nr his |wrtnc‘r. any share or interest in any con- 
tract or ein|>Ioyinent w'ith, hy or on Isdialf e»f the c-eHinnissioners or 
holds unv ofTue of pn»fit uiieliT the e euntuissioners." .Sir, a ccHnmis* 
siotier may be a lawyer and sometimes lawyer comminsioners are 
engaged cir retained a$ pleaders eef munic*i[Nilities, and they also make 
some pnifil by way of fees. Now this clause would act na a bar to the 
retention of a pleader commissiemer as the pleader of the munirijiolity. 
So my submijiston to this House is that the wordings of this cliiuse 
win aot highly prejudicially in the case of an elected ooininissionor 
who is tt member of a contracting firm, or in the case of a pleader who 
may be elected as a commissioner. In the case of a pleader cotnmis- 
^ the municipolity generally gets hts help at tt much lower fee, 

that pleader* may be a very good one commanding a Mgh 

90 
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fee. Because lie is a commissioner, the municipality cau, ge^ Iii« 
services at a small fee, but by the operation of this clause the 
cipulity will lose his services. So my submission to this House^ tlmt 
it should consider the circumstances which I have just urgj, a pd 
accept my amendment. 


Mr. 8. M. B08E. Sir, I lieg to oppose this amendment very strongly 
and 1 am indee<l asloiiished that it should have been moved. May I 
draw the attention of the hon’ble mover to the fact that so far back as 
1884, in section 57 of the Bengal Municijial Act it was clearly laid 
down that “no member of a municipality shall have directly or indirect* 
ly any share or interest in any contnict whatsoever to which the muni- 
cipality is a i>arty or shall hold any office of advantage or i>rofit under 
it“ and that it was further provided in the Act of 1884 that any com- 
missioner having such share or interest should In* disqualified. Now 
after 50 years the hon'ble mover seriously wants us to go back ! The 
real fwinciplo underlying this jjrovision is known to all, namely, that 
no iHM'son is t(* Ik* allowtHl to be placed in such a position that his duty 
towards the public and his |H*rs()nal interest may in any way conflict. 
For instance, an executor or an adininistnitor cannot sell a trust pro- 
pt'rty and buy it himselt even though it Ik* for a ^erv g(KKl ]>ri(‘t*. There 
is no (piestion of a< tiial dishonesty. Even if the luojHuly be ior 
an adequate jirice, yet the very sale hy an »‘xecut(»r or administriitor to 
himself is bad and is not allowed. In the Calcutta Municipal Act we 
have this rule: that nohodj^ can stand as a candidate who holds any 
share or interest in any contract nor can a sitting member o£ the 
municipality acquire such inten*st ; and further we have already pro- 
vided in section 20 (/) and (//) of this Bill that a jn^rson having a share 
or interest in any contract cannot stand as a candidate. Now, my 
friend wants that a man w’ho cannot stand for ele<‘tion for having a 
share or intert^st in a contract should Ik* allowtHl, once he is elected, 
through the help of a l>enevolent Government, to hold a place of profit 
to himself in the inuniei[mlity. That is all wrong. ITien, further, as 
regards the iioint raimMl alnnit an existing contract, may I draw the 
mover s attention to sub-tdause (»i) of clause 58 which says that before 
removing a commissioner on this ground the liocal Government shall 
allow that iierson an opportunity of being heard, and also to sub- 
clause (5) P Further, as regards the mover’s about an emin^ 

pleader not being allowed to be engaged by the moiiittpdily, thif 
^ly comes under clauses 58(2) (d) and 5S(J) and not under 4#). It 
is highly undesirable that a lawyer member of a corpoimthnii^ i^oald 
be allowed to take any advantage of his position as a manlier of ♦ hft 
body even though he may be an elected member. On these gnmndt 
I Ofrongly oppose the amendment. 
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Itiiat BUiBdur Maiilvi AZIXUt HAQUit Sir, I am auriinaed at 

two tiling’s. The first is that the Heii'hle Minister, although he gave 
neiige of this motion, did not move it. 1 urn glad that after recon- 
fideration he is content to leave (he motion to its t»w'n fate and to keep 
ailent himself, after being the periiiiiiient s{MMikirig factor in (his House 
"‘tor the last few weeks. Sei<Midly, I am still more surprisiHl that 
Bai Sahih Akslioy Kumar Sen who has moved it did not cure to go 
through the ( lause properly. If he would hM>k to the next page, he will 
see in sub-clause (J) (he following: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contaimni in clause (c) of subHKWtion 
(2) no person shall In* divmtHl to he disipialifiiHl thereunder by riMiaon 
oiRy — 

(a) of his having u slum* or interest in — 

{i) a contnu t entcnsi into hetwiH'u the commissioners and 
any incor|s>rat«Hi or registered comjsmy of whi«*h 
such commissioner i** a inemlMM* or shareholder; or 
(n) any lease, or |njrcha.se of himi, or any agreement for 
tho same; or 

itti) any agreement for the Imin of money only; 

(iv) liny new'sj»i|iers in which any advertisement relating to 
the affairs of the municijialitN m insertiMl ; 

{b) of luH being professionally engaged on behalf of the tx)mmis- 
sioners us a b*gul practitioner and receiving a fee lor services 
rendered in hn jirofesHional capacity:” 

Kir, 1 am afraid, m\ friend do«*rt not realise that the men who were 
engaged to look after this Hill on liehalf of this House went into the 
question very carefully and in great detail, ft will be seen that it has 
been provided that no one w ho knowingly inquires or continues to have, 
directly or indirectly by himself or his partner, any share or interest 
in any contract or employment or holds any office of profit in the 
municipality should l>e a commissioner and take part in the affair of 
the municipality. The Select (’oiiimittee and the committee which 
was api»oin(ed by (fovernment made a further provision that no com- 
miaaioner shall act as a commissioner or inemW of a committee, or 
take part in any proieedings relating to any matter in which he haa a 
Auw orintmft. So in spite of the fart that my friend has \*ery ably 
tffvotated the cause of contraitors and lawyers, I may say that tha 
world will ttOt fall if some of these lawyer gentlemen or those who 
have some interest in some contracting firm are not on the municipaJ 
tk]|^. After all we have not come to the stage when we can hegin 
hti^ry of 150 years liack. and surely, Sir, all |ier»ons will agree thal^ 

f A<Kt 
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anybody who is concerned with a municipality should have no interest 
direct or indirect with any outside parties which have dealings with the 
niuniciimlity. On these grounds, I very strongly oppose the amend* 
uient. 

The motion of Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

() p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 58, as amended by 
the (’mincil, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was jnit and agreed to. 


Clause /)9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 50 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was jmt and agree<l to. 


(louse ()0, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause GO stand pnri of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I move that in clause 60, in 
line 5, after the word “journeys” the words “either wdthin or outside 
the mu!»icipulity” be inserted. 

Sir, travelling allowance should W allowed either within or outside 
the municipality. Thi.s should In* made (dear. The commissioners 
should have facilities for extensive inspeition within the municipal 
limits and 1 consider that such ins]»ection will lead ultimately to 
economy. 

Thi Hon'Ma Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I think it is 
not necessary to provide travelling allow^ance for commissioners within 
a municipality. There is no provision in the Act at present. I think 
commissioners will discharge their duties even without travelling allow* 
ance as they are now doing. I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 60 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clauae 61 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and ajfreed to. 

Clause 62. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TIu question if* that « Iuum' (k* ^^un(l part of the 
Bill. 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I Wj? to move tliat in proviso ii) 
to clause til* ftjr the words “fifty rupees or wlierever they 

the wfjrds “ more than tift\ rupees” he suhst ituteil. 

Sir, my unieiidmeut is very simple. It is a difference of only one 
rupee. 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. (lovernment 
are prepareil to uccejit it. It is a difference of one rupee imly. Tliat 
does not matter. 

The motion of Balm Sntyetidra Nath Hoy was then put and agreed 
to. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. I move that in proviso (»i) 
to clause {2) for the words “two hundred rupees or more"' wherever 
tliey <»c< ur tlie words “more than two hundred rupws” he substituted. 

This amen<iment is on the lines of the previous amendment which 
ha.s ju"'! lieen accepted I v the Hon'hle Minister and I hope this amend- 
ment will also he accepted. 

The Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : Sir, (hivernment 
are prepared to accept it. 

The motion of Bahii Satvendra Nath Hoy was then put and agreed 

to. 


Ral Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I move that ufUT pro. 
vino (fi) to clause fiL* (2\ the followirig 1 m* added, namely; — 

**(fVf) No person holding an office carrying a monthly salary of 
one hundred rup<*es sir iiic»re shall la* dismissed unless such 
dismissal is sanc tioned hy a resolution of the ('ommissioners 
passer! at a sp«xial meeting called for the purpose and, except 
with the consent of the fiov»*rnrnenf iinlenH such 

resolution has been supported hv (he votes of not less than 
twi>.thirds of the whole niiml>er of cominissiotjers of the 
municipality.** 
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15ir, thi« insertion is a simple one, and is mea^ ^for the Bafe||iar4 of 
employees drawing a pay of Rs. 100 or over. times it found 
that ewinff to party cliques some municipal officers were diwissed qr 
diwhnrjred in some municipalities upon some flimsy prrounds, oofy 
because a chairman thought them men of the opposite party. More* 
over, in view of the existing rules which enjoin a chairman not to 
apjioint an officer alwive the pay of Rs. 2/), I see no reason why the 
chairman should he allowed to dismiss officers drawing a pay of 
Rh. HK) or alwve. In the existing Act also there is a safeguard under 
section hi (h) where sanction is necessary from the Divisional Commis- 
sioner for such dismissal. If this provision is accepted, it will give 
peace to the minds of the senior officers of municipalities who wdll be 
able to discharge their duties faithfully, and conscientiously, even 
after a change of chairman, without fear of dismissal on flimsy 
grounds. 


Rai Safib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: I oppose the amendment on 
the gnnind thal if the majority of (he commissioners think it fit to 
dismiss an employee as contemplated hy (liis (luuse 02 (2), then he 
should he removed. Moreover, there is a safeguard: It depends upon 
the sanction of the Local Government whether such dismissal should 
he nc((‘pted or m»t. So, 1 think under such circumstances another bar 
should not he placed in the way of dismissing an employee hy the 
majorily of commissioners. If they do it, and as there is that safe- 
guard in the shape of the Local Government retaining the power of 
approving such dismissal or not, no fear netnl he entertained on this 
score. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Government 
have no objection to accepting this amendment, hut we shall leave it 
to the House. We will not take part in the vote if it comes to a 
division. 


Rai Bihadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I rise to support 
the amendment. If I remember aright, a similar provision has be«i 
made in the Bengal lioral Self-Government Bill in which there is a 
aalutary safeguard against the irresponsible action of certain membera 
of a district Imard or a lo(*al Iniard. If the commissioners happen to 
be in a majority and if they are against a particular officer. 1 think 
there should he this safeguard embodied in the Bill. I, therefore, 
support the amendment. 
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Mr.% CAMPBEMr FORRESTER: Sir. nii^ht 1 point out tbnt 
ooaiiniMiilBers hav« fiir mom inipurtunt thiuirs to t*ii|rn(r^ their 
attention than the question of the dismisHul of u jairtieular employaa 
^hlwing: a pay of Us. HM) or iiKm"; 1 think this question of diamlisal 
should l)e left entirely to the hetids of depaiiinents to eonsider. 

The motion of Uai Uahadur Sa1\endn» Kumar Ihts was then put 
and ain*^l <o. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({ue.stion is that ilause as uinendtHl 
by the (*oun<'il, stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put ami o^rtHHl to. 


(lausv (ill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|ue>«tioii is that (duuse (>•! stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I he^ to move that for eluuiie 
6t‘j (/) the following he suhstituttsi. namely: — 

"{h The eomnnHsioiH’rs of a iminiripalit > huvin>^ uit annual ineoina 
of rutHH's h\e lakhs or more may apjM>int an e\e< uti\e oHieer 
to disrliar^e the ftiiH ttons prescriheil for an exee\itive otfieer 
tinder tlii.s Art.’’ 

Sir, I think exet utive oftireis should Im* up}M)inted in inunie»|itil- 
itiort with an unnual ineome uf rupees five lakht or morn to discharge 
the functions presirilMMl for an t»\eruti\e ollifei under this Art; hut, 
Sir, w ith lesser irnoine. it wouhl U‘ hard foi munic i|«dities t<i ap|MMnt 
exerutivi* otfn ers. With these w<irds, 1 ( oimnetid this nimuidmeni 
to the aereptanee of the House. 

The Hon*bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I riRe to 
thi>* amendnwnt. This rlaiiHe provid«»s for the u|qM>inttiient 
of expert oflieers, »u<h as engiiH‘«‘rs, hetiYth offieers, stHietary or 
sanitary inspectors. Unless (joveriiment take the initiative, 1 do not 
think these small fnuniri(KilitieH will do so and so this clause haa 
been put in. The clause suggests that the commissioners of a muni- 
cipality having an income alswe Us. l.tKMHKf may afqsiint an 
executive officer. Here, in (he amendment, the proisKal is that rmly 
feniinicipaJitieft having an annual income of Rs. 5,(HhfH>0 or more may 
appoint executive officers. But. Sir, how many municipalities have 
an income of Rs. 5,00,000 or over? There are only three sucdi 
manicipalities, rtz,, Howrah. Dact*a and Darjeeititg, and they alona 
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' be able to '^ippc^nt executive officers if tbis ameodmMLi is 
aiccepted, and none eUe. On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the amend- 
ment. Thei*e are munii ijKilities which are quite big* and require the 
appointment of executive officers. 

The motion of Munindni Deb Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I move that clause (>.‘1 (/) 
(i) 1 h> omittwl. 

It is not understood why it is found necessary for Government to 
cmnjM*l municipalities to appoint officers whose duties hav’e neither 
been definc^d nor have lieen mentione<l in the Bill. So far as executive 
officeis are concerned, thfdr functions are laid down in the Bill and 
it is fM)s.sihle to understand therefrom that they are required? to 
relieve (hainneii of big municifwlitit^ fnnn their multifarious work. 
But why should it not l>e left to the municiiKilities to decide what 
otluM' c)ffic(‘rs lh(‘v should appoint? The internal control of a muni- 
cilMility should be left to that municipality with greater frtHHlom. I 
think executive otiicers may be a()|s)int(*<l in nninici|>!ilities with an 
income of Its. f>,00,(M)(t or inor<‘. But it should lx* left to munici|>al- 
ities t<» deciib* what other offit ers thev will ha^e. At {vresent 
munici(Kilitit‘s decide what staff they shoubl have*, and it is difficult 
to ajipKxiate the r(‘ason for this attempt to force offic(‘is niK>n them. 


6-15 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir. I lise to 
op|x)se this anuMidinent . 1 can say fnmi nn |x‘r,soiial exfH‘nen(e that 

in some of the inunK'ijKdit ies certain cominisslcuiers have qiitx'r ideas. 
Some of them think that it is not necessary for the municipalities to 
entertain the services of offieei-s such us ‘«e<‘retary, health officer, and 
< v<*n sanitary otiic ers. Thc\v belie-M* the* w'oik of the«se officers, harring 
of course work of a technical nature, should be entnisttnl to the 
csoin miss loners themselves, .so that the municipality may not be rH|uired 
to s|H*nd monev by entert^aining such officers. In that view of the 
case, Sir, I think this provision .should lie retained, so that if Govern- 
nu?nt find.s it uec'essarx, having regard to the income and importance 
of a |x»rticular munici|mlity, they may require that municipality to 
appoint such officers. Secondly, the section providt»s that the Local 
Government, after consulting the commissioners if it thinks fit, may 
mjiiire a municipality to appoint such officers. It is not the case 
that (bn'ernment will force the commissioners of a municipality to 
appoint such officers and they will only do so after consulting the 
eommissioners. As I think that there is no harm in retaining this 
prerision as it is, I oppose the amendmemi. 
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Hm Sulilli AKiHOY KUMAR tEN: Sir, 1 rise to suppoit Uie 
amendment. The Ilai Buhadur has ex|>erience of Dacca, but I have 
some experience of smaller municipalities, I'.f/., Faridpur. There is 
no criterion to b© found in this clause os to what would bo the condition 
under w’hich the Ixical (ioveniment would consider that such officers 
are to bt' retmiuMl by such inul such a municiiiality. Monnner, if 
the commissioners of Faridpur or municipulitie.s like that of Faridpur 
are reiiuircd, or rather fontsl. to retain surh officers as me nientiomHi 
in this eluuse, the niunici|Kilities would lo rum. Besides, we have 
got to consider the fact that if a icjxirt like that is .sent h\ the IHstrict 
Magistrate that healtli uOieem sluoild he retained foi the Faridpui Muni- 
cipiility, that ie|H)rt of the Distint Magistiute will carry more weight 
with the (ioveinnient than an\ opinion of the muni('i|Nility and we 
shall have to rely upon rather the deeisKOi of a single man. namely, 
the lo< al Mligistrati'. 'Die vvoids **a(tcr consulting the commissioners" 
mean that the cominissioiu’rs would mendy be an advisory ImkIv ; so 
instead of these wonls, if wi* iiave “with thi* saiictioii of the c<»tii- 
mifisioiiers at a mi*etiiig,” the i lausr would he rather acreptahle. So 
my *iuhmissiori is tiiat coiiMdering the tinancial cinumstames of 
smaller Jnunici|»alit ies, the < lause, if K^taiiuMl, would < .lUse a ruin 
to the smalh’r municipalities. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 

o[»j>os4* this aiiiefidimMit . My friend, (he Bai Sahih, triilv n‘prehents 
the (»pinion of the smaller municipaljlii*s, lM*<*ause that is lh(‘ mentality 
of the lKnli(*s whic h h<' repivseiits. Thi'se munir i}»aliti(s« are always 
relm tant to apfsont sue h otficeTs, but it niav he HoinetimeH iifM eH.Hary 
in the interests of tnunici|Krl administration for (hrvernment io 
r(*<jnisilion the ap[K)intimMit of these* offic'els ; and utiless the initiative 
is taken by them, there i.s no chaiu'e whatsoever of tliese iiiuiiicipaliiieti 
coming forward with the j»rofKwil. That is the reason why I (jp|s»so 
this amendmemt. Moresiver. Sir. it has been laid down that no such 
lecjuisition will be made without consulting the commissioners. So, 
that is, T think, n sufficient safeguard, because (iov erriment is not 
likely to abuse (his jsiwer. I wrojid ivfer lc» the ease of the Howrah 
Munii'ipality. Some time ago (lovemment suggested that the Howrah 
Municifxility should apiKiint an exeeutive offie^r, as ffovernment ean 
do under the Act, The municipality did not comply with the reijuest, 
but Oovemment did not press the matter. The rinjuisition means 
here a ref|uest and nothing more than that. Oovemment takes the 
initiative to point out to the municipal fK>dies that it is in their interesti 
Ubey ^houid appoint these officers. 

The motion of Miinindra Deb Roj Mahatai was then put and lost. 
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Mr. ANANOA MOHAM PODDARs I move tliat in claiise 63 
in lioe^ 5 and 6, the words '^subject to the a^f^ityval of the Local 
Government” F)e omitted. 

Sir, wt‘ «re, it is claimed, going- to give the municipalities greater 
power l)v iKiMsing this Bill, but they are going to be divested el 
home of th(*.M«» general pr)W'erfl by this section. As a matter of facf, 
we are takjng away by the left hand what we gave them by the right. 
If the ap[K)intment and fixing of salanes by the commissioners is so 
very de|K*ndent ii[K)ri the I^ocal (Government for uj>proval, the muni- 
cipality be(‘oiueH merely a deparfment of the liocal GoAernnient and 
not an inde|>endent self-governing IkxIv. Pltnise mind that it is not 
an exceptional |>owe*r that is being given to the Government to be 
exercised in Hj)e<-ial circumstances only, but a jiower of suj)ervision 
and interference in the ordinary almost (lay-to-tbiv administration of 
tb© municipality. This cannot be supported and I, therefore, move 
the amend inent. It may be urg(MJ that the yxAwers will be exercised 
not by the present G(»venunent but by a poi)ular Govertnaent whi<*b 
is to come. But that does not alter the situation at all. It is the 
frequent interference of the Local Government in the affairs (d muni- 
cipalities which is not desirable in any case, l>o it democratic or auto- 
cratic. 


The Hon*hle Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there is 
no question of interfen*n<’e in any individual cast*, Ixx’ause what the 
Goveninicnt wants to lay <lown is a (ertain standard which must bo 
followtsl alamt the (|ualifications of certain officers, so that there may 
not be different standards for different municipalities. That is exactly 
what is re<|uire<l and rurthing olso. 

As regards the health offiixMs, as Govemjneut contributes half 
tbo pay of such officers, I think Government ha.s got a right to lay 
down the qualifications of the officers who are going to be a{>p0intea^. 
I see no reason why the mover should pmpose this amendment, 
because Government does not want to interfere in the ofifNiilltinent 
of indi\idual officers but simply lays down n standard whick must 
lie fidlowtnl by the municipalities in nuiking such uppointmtnis. The 
ap|M)intments will lie made hy the municipalities. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, in view of the Hon^ble 
kGuister’s n»ply, 1 lieg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (^mncil, withdrawn. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 63(3), in lines 2 and 3, the words “secretary, engineer, healik 
officer or sanitary' inspector'* be omitted. 
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Sir, clause (J) of this section pfrovidoe thai except as is proTided 
in sub-se<*tiou {Sf pi section (J9, no executive officer, secretary, 
engineer, health officer, or sanitary inspector shall he removed from 
office or financially punished hy the comnnssioners except with the 
^sent of the Local (government. Such tonsent, however, shall not 
be withheld, if the n»moval or ininishnient u rtM luinnended hy a 
resolution of the commissionei'** |Mvs,-tl at a ial imM'ting calhsl for 
tbe purpose and supfiorUsI I>n the v«*!es ot not l<^s than two-thiiils 
of the whole numher of commissioners of the munici|sdity. Sir, in 
the cast^ of health officers and exe< utive officers I e»n support this 
pnivision, hut 1 canm>t do the saiue for the secn^taiy. engims'r, h«Hilth 
offii’er oi saiiitarv insjM*ctor: so I want to omit the uoids "ser’ietarv, 
engineer, health offi<'cr or sanitary iiispri toi With these words, 
I commend my motion to fhi‘ acceptame of the House. 

The Hon*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. 1 nse to 
opi>ose this amendment. U-cuuse in the case of health officers, my 
friend conceives that (iovernment should have this jx.wer With 
regaid to other officers, Sir, I think that the mHUiil) of lemiie is 
a ^eiy imp<»rtant factor and wc know ftom our ^•^^MMlelne of hxal 
hodit^s thul these officers fail to function pio|hmIv for t^ant of serurity 
of tenure ami unless some provision is made ahicli m»y piolcil them 
against the Nagjiiie^ (*f indiMduais and clnjues. I think it would Ire 
imjrosHihle for them i(> disdiargt* their duties pro(ierly. On this gniund 
I opfsrse this ariicndineiit. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I rise on a 
point <.f order. The next motion No. 8Ht; whidh stands in the name of 
Rui Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das seeks to delete the words “or sanL 
tary insiKx tor” whereaa the amendment now liefore the House sugge-ts 
the omission of the wonls “secretary, engineer, health officer or Mini- 
tary liisp«*ct(ji 1 lu^rc may he some rnemhers in this House who are 
in favour of the deletion of the words “or sanitary inspector” retaining 
tbe wt»rd« *Sec retarv, engineer and health officer”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahmliir, is it your jwdni that in tie next 
motion only the words “or sanitary rnspe<(i>r” are sought to lie omitted 
and not (he other words and that some memWs of the House might \m 
willing to accept the motion ^ If that W so, there is no objection to the 
Bai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Dan moving his motion. I will put hta 
motion first. 

^ ' Rai BalNMiiif KEiHAB CHANDRA BANERdi: Sir, my submission 
h tiat if this amendment is carrieii, then Rai Bahadur Satyendm 
Kumar Das will not l>e able to move bis amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Tour suggMtion is that No. 886 should be mor- 
ed at this stage and that it should be put first. If that be your point, 

I have no objection. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; Sir, I beg to more that 

in clause 63 ( 3 ), in lines 2 and 3, the words “or sanitary inspector” be 
omitted. 

Sir, this amendment is required, a^i otherwise this will sla^dcen the 
municipal hold on such sanitary inspectois to control their woikf*. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I rise to sup- 
])ort the umefidment moved by my friend, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Kumar Dus. The amendment m(»ved by my friend, Munindra Deb Rai 
Muha.Mui, seeks to delete the names of secretary, engineer, health officer 
or sanitary inspector. I cannot support him, while I fully support the 
motion regarding tlie deletion of the words “or sanitary inspector”. 
As we kui*w, sanitary inspectors are ill-paid officers. There are manv 
municifialities in uhicli there are no health officers hut only sanituiy 
inspect(us who discharge li»e duties of health officers. Sei retary, engi- 
neer and health oHicer are more responsible officers and, as such, their 
dismissal should be subject to the approval of the l/ical Government, 
but it should not 1 m‘ the caw* in regard to sanitary’ inspectors. With 
these words, I supj>ort the amendment of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar 
Das. 

6-30 p.m. 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment of the Rai Bahadur. Sir. a sanitary inspectoi has got 
to ]>erform certain important but very unpleasant duties, and Oovern- 
meni contribute in .some cases, though not in all rases, towards tlie pay 
of the sanitary inspectors of some of the municipalities. If the W0fd|^ 
“sanitary inspectors” are omitted, the result will l»e that Govenjnittli 
will ha\e no option left but to agree to the removal of the sanitary 
inspectors thoiigli they contribute towards the pay of such officers. 
That would 1)6 very unreasonable, Sir; so, I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Before I put any of the two amendments, I 
better clear up a doubtful point. What will happen to amendment 
No. 8Hl if amendment No. 8«6 is put first and thrown out? The words 
“sanitary inspec tors” occur in l>oth the amendments and so if amend- 
ment 881 ifc. put first and thrown out, will that kill amendmmA 
"No. 886 outright? I should like to have some light thrown upon ihfm 
questions by the Council. In my opinion, if I put 886 first and it » 
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thrown out, the derision will not cover 881 for the eimple reason that 
besides ‘‘sanitary insjieotors,” other officer's are mentioned in that 
motion; whereas, if 881 is put tii-st and thrown out, motion No. 88(i 
will be completely washed out, even if the House wanted to save it. 
So, I thi|)dt it is [rroper to put 886 fii-st. 


Klltfi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 should like to know 
what would be the position if 886 is not votetl hy the House. So far as 
881 is concerned, the House will pive its decision whether sanitary ins- 
pectors should be iu(lude«l or not. That l>ein^ so, so far as 886 is <*on- 
earned, I think the only thiuff is that the sanilarv inspectors ffo out. 
It seems to me that so far as these olti< t‘r>. are eoneerned, both the 
movers want that tlieso officers should he remo\e«l under certain circum- 
stances. The Hai Haliadur’s amendment wants that (f(»vcrnment should 
not exercise any contr<d in the mutter of the rcmo^al of sanitary 
inspectors. That hein^f st», 1 think exactly the same thiiijir will happen 
if these four items an* all taken t<»jKn*ther. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If 88t> is put and thrown out, I shall jml 881. 
without the vu»nU "sunitarv inspct trjrn’*. 1 think tin-, uill satisfy the 
Houae. 

The motion of Hai Hahadur Satyendra Kumar Das was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that in clause 6*1 (-’/), in lines and d, the words “sei ie- 
tarv, en^^iiuM'!', health (dlice? In* omitted was then put and lost. 

Btbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY : 1 hejf to move that in ( lause 
63 (r/), in line for the vn.nls “fifty timusand,” the words “one lakh 
of” l)e sul>stituted. 

Sir, Government may ask any municipality to make a provision in 
coiiuei'tion with certain apjmintments after c'onsullinjf the niunicij»ttlit,> . 
t(jji|iuse 63 (4) reads as follows: 

“The pnivision of clause (#) (al, (/;) and (c) of sub-section (/) shall 
not, unless the l/xal Oovemment for reasons to l)e re<-orde<l in writ^njr 
*0 directs, apply to any municipality*, the income of which falls Inflow 
fifty thousand ruj>ees a year.” 

I have some exjierience of these mufa»»ai municijialities and a sani- 
tary inspector is always indispensable in practically all municipalities 
whereas a secretary or an engineer or a health officer is not always 
indispensable. As regards the case of health officers, mmie time ago 
Qaivemnieat issued a notification agreeing to contribute half the pay of^ 
health officers of municipalities and it was decided that they should ba 
given a pay of not less than Rs. 156 a month. There are some rounici- 
fialities, Sir, which cannot afford to bear even half the cost of the 
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salaried of tltigr iMfth oAbers. ifrevionsly^ one heellli edSeet used to 
supervise the work of three or four municipalitiea in a^aai, and 

if I remember aright, Mr. (kx>k, as District Ma^iftinfe of plCnkura and 
later c>n as Commissioner of the Burdwan Division^ was a|||i|M^ the 
appointment of liCalth officers. His opinion was that witKthai ]nnAie|K> 
few more coolies might he appointed. However, in these days, Oovse;rn- 
ment having agreed to contribute half the pay of health officers of 
municipalities having an income of Ks. 00,000, such municipalities have 
got health officers. But regarding the engineer, T know of municipali- 
ties having an income of more than Its. 20,000 but less than Its. 1,00,000, 
wliich have got only overseers. These oversc'ers do more work than 
engineers. They have to pu.ss the Overseer’s Kxamination, hut any 
person who has passed that examination is not entitled to be appointed as 
an enginc*er because he is not termed an cngine.^r and would not be 
acceptable as su< h by (iovernment. As regar(l.s ihe case of secretary, 
the work of the smaller munic ipalities does not recjuire the services of 
more than two or three* clerks for their office work. Sir, my munici- 
pality has got an income of Its. 94,(M)() and you will be surprised to 
learn that we have only cmc* hc*ad clerk on It.**. 100 per month and ai^^^r 
elc^rk on Ks. 40. Kven then when we wanted to make provision 
budget for another office clerk, the District Magistrate and the Divisional 
Commissioner remarked that our present office staff was ejuite sufficient. 
Sir, if it is wantc^d to make a provision in the Act for the appointment of 
these officers, although it may not be compulsory, it would be a burden 
on municipalities if in future tbcyv are askc'ci to defray the expenses of 
having these* offict‘rs. Under tlu\se circumstanc*s. I think it would 
be better if this provision is intendc‘d to upi»ly in the ci^ of muuici- 
palitic's having an inc'ome of over Ks. instcuid of an income nf 

Ks. 50,000. It is a very modest demand. Sir, and I think tl|e He&^bte 
Minister would see his way to acc'opt this amendment. 


The Hon^ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Fortunately oY| 
unfortunately, 1 do not suffer from that sense of distrust of the Ldlal 
(Joverument us my friend does. Why impute any motive to thei^Jp^ 
is a permissive clause which enables (Government to adt a 
to tip)K)int such offic'ers. You must give scuue discretion to OovelvtiiMait 
and they are not expected to be very unjust to the munioipalit£ll|^ , 
soma of them are not in a position to afford the appointmentf of tAg(|a 
aAcars, certainly the Government will look to the interests of llil 
iiiaviai}>ality and never press for their appmniment. So wliat tiia 
jlWtification for this amendment P The limit has been tacreMH^ 

It was Ks. 20,000 in the original Bill* ^ ■*% 

>Tlie motion of Babu Satyendra Natb Roy wi^llilt 
to. 
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Mr. rai[»i0iMTl The qimtioA i» that amendad 

iha Couiicilj «U«d paH of tfio Bill. 

'£lio waa pat and atrr<^d to. 

" f At $-86 p.m. the Council adjourned for prayer and it reoesem- 
blod at G-45 p.m.] 


Clause 64. 

Mr. FBESIDENT: Th(‘ (pie.stioii that rluurte 64 fttund }mrt of tk# 
Bill. 

The motion wan put and af^reed to. 


(^lau»e 66. 

m, FREilOEHT: T he (juefition i.s that clause (>6 »tand part of the 
BBK 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: IWf? to move that after 

clause 6o the f(dlowin^»' In* innerted, namely: 

" “(^M) The chuinnan Hhall make Mirh payinents out rd the pmvident 
fmd an may 1 m- preMiilM*t| m the nilef« and as are not s[»eri- 
flcally clire<ted to he made with the ^amtion of the corn- 
nii»«ionerM at a meetiii^f.” 

Clavee 66 {2) dra^n not niention the refund of pn>vident fund im»n«y 
^ death, resi/rnatouj, removal, etc., or the jiaymeot of mlviinces, out of 
ftujl provident fund. I>*st the list in c lauw* 2 is considereil exhaustive, 
ili|v|||puld l)e included. There should Imy no necesNity (o have such 
K tlSws made aicrordiu^ to rules sanctioned iit a meetinff. The niles 
skcrokriay down conditions of refund or advances and the chairman shall 
•d •<i0irdiiig to the rules. 

Tit Mtn’blt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: 1 ns4« to oppMt 
this *' ameiiidineti. The amendment wants to fpvB the power to .H 
d^nnao a»d to the eommiiMiionerft to decide it ai a meetoiir/ 
ili^ii^ilAdmoerati^ Wky aboold the power he left to the ehainita]| 

•• — — ‘ — ‘-'t* , 
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I to move — 

(/) that in line 4, sub-clause (c) of clause 05 (i), after the word 
“provident” the words “or annuity” be inserted; and 

{2} that after sub-clause (V) of clause 65 (2) the following be 
inserted : — 

“(t«) grant advances out of such provident fund to any of their 
officers or servants as they may see^ fit.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Miinindra Deb Rai Mahjtsai was then put and lost. 

Mfa PRESIDENT* The (piestion is that clau'-e (»5, as amended 
by the (’ouncil, stand |>art of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agree«l to. 


(lausr 06. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The iiuest ion is that clause 00 stand part of 
the, Bill. 

The motion wa.s put anti agrtHsl to. 

Clause 67. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 67 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agrcHnl to. 

('la use OS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 68 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in claime 

68(7), in line 4, the word “contractor” and, in lines 4 and 5, the 
words '*with, by, or on behalf of the municipality” be omitted. 

The word “emplo>'ment” after the words “contract or*' is vague. 
If a person's son is an employee of the municipality, he acquires 
an Interest in an “employment”. Is it intended to disqualify sueli 
son from employment? The words “or employm^t” alter the ifocd 
“contract” may be deleted. ^ 



1932.] 


OOVEHNMENT BILL. 


S2I 


Th. Hm^Io Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ,w <« 

tills amendment. If these wonls ure oraittinl. the chiuse beoome* 
ineamngle.-*s. I do not undersUud what is. the .st-UHo of thi.s amoudnuMit. 

The motion of Muuimlni Del) l{;u Mahasai waa Iheii put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The .|ueation i.s that olauw «8 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motifin was put and ufTretnl tn. 

Clause OIK 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question Im that (dause (>9 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mftlflvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH moved that eluuse 09 omitted. 

He 8{X)ke in Benfral, the Kn^iish translation of which is aft 
follows : — 

Mr. President, clause 69 of the proposed Bill stutes that no (undi- 
date for an\ office under a iiiuiiici|Kilit\, hej^inninff from the executive 
officer down to an overs<H*r. shall he deeinml eh>ihle for ap|s)intnient 
if he is in debt. On the other hand, the services of those einploveet 
in a municipality, who are found to Im‘ seriouslv in debt, shall lie dis- 
penseil with. 

We are at a loss to make out why the claus4* in (jmvstiori leavi%»i 
nnafferte<l the chairman and the vic(«>chniimait of a miinici|Ndity who 
are at the helm of municif>al affairs and from whom there is no meami 
of realising anythiiiff in case they are fir^ilty of defalcation, and layii 
all the stres.s on the paid empIoytH'e alone. As a matter of fa<t, it 
ia only those who are in debt that seek emph»\ment in one form iw 
another and we should like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister as also of the nieinlrers of the rouncil to the fart that it 
would be well nijrh irafrossible to rarr>’ on the mnnicifutl udrninistnition 
in a countr>' where ,99 fier cent, of the iKipuIation are Nmarting- under 
the burden of debts, if (hose who are in debt ore deliarrfv! frmn 
holding* any office under a municifxility. 

WTiile arranfrements are being- made in different offices arnl even 
in the district board offices for opening* '‘reserve funds'* for the 
employees and for giving opfxirtiinities to them to eontmet loans from 
different credit so< ieties to be paid off by instalments out of their 
monthlv salaries, it is only the emfiloyees under the munieipalities 
who are being exposed to the unreasonable hardship of losing their 

21 
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appointments in eu^e they become involved in debt. It also appears 
to be extremely unreasonalde to dismiss an able municipal employee 
fmm his ofKce when on the death of his father, he comes to be liable 
for his father’s debts. 

Jiostly, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to consider what would 
liap[)en, if the proposed Bill is faissed into law, to those municipalities 
where the chairmen and the vice-chairmen are in debt equally with 
the moat ordinary clerks of the municipalities. It is for the first time 
that the principle, that a man bef omes dishonest when he is in debt, 
has found u place in a Bill of this kind. 

I hoi)e the incinlwHs in this (’ouncil will kindly synqaithise with 
this amendment of mine.” 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I rise to support this amend- 
ment. In order to be consistent, this Council which has rejected 
amendment No. 770 on^'ht cei-tainly to accept this amendment. It is 
very nwcwsarv frcim my j>oint of view that h»)norarv officers should lie 
ttlK)ve want and not indebt<‘d to any j)erson in the municipality. My 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose in opjiosing* my motion said that as the chair- 
man and vice-chainnan are honorary officers, it did not matter much 
if they ffoi into debt. I am reminded of a ver>' old story which may 
I)e familiar to this House and it is this: After the death of an hono- 
rary' magistrate his son applied to Goveniment saying' " 

BPfft fifTt ^rrwi fit ” which means “you will l)e 

pleased to appoint me as an honorary magistrate and thus find me the 
means of subsistence”. There is no doubt that that sort of honorary 
workers prevail in some jwrt of the country. I do not see an}* reeu^on 
why the saiiituiy ins|)tN*tor or the accountant or the overseer, or, for 
the matter of that, the health officer should be disqualified if he is in 
debt. As my friend has very pi'rtinently jK>iiited out, it is really the 
pet>ple who are dniwing veiy small salaiy that are driven by want to 
accept service in th«v4e local bodies. It would be placing a premium 
upon dishonesty or upon their taking to underhand means if such a 
provision is aJlowe<l to remain in this Bill. I think some of the offi- 
cers at lea^t should not certainly be disqualified on this ground. 


iiby SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 give my paHial support to 
this amondment. 


Mf« RRSilDENTt What do you mean by “partial”? 
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B i fc li SATYENDRA NATH ROYt I mean that ibis amandmaui 
akould not be applicable to all the ofiiom from the executive ofBcer 
4 I 0 WU to the overneer, but to nome ot them only. I know what a 
health officer doeh. When small-pox breaks out or when there ie 
cholera in any hu^tee^ the health officer iroes and inspects the place 
and HUggwts whjit to do. while a nauitary inaj^ei'tor only sUiierviMi*e 
the work of mehtars. They do not handle any money. Again the 
secretary, who is only the head of the office does not handle any money. 
It may l>e said that the tux collei tor is the person who handles cash. My 
objection is on this ground that (foverninent have put in all the officeiw 
of n municipality in this danse and I ask (ioverunient t»> accept the 
prop<»sul that some ot the officers who do not Indong to the category of 
those who handle money slumld Ih» exempted from the operation of 
this clause. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 use to opiniso 
this umeudinent. I do not umierstaiid exactly the jmychology of my 
hon’hle friend Mr. Sjif\endiii Nath lti>\ who hml Ihhwi the chairman 
of u municipality for the past several years. The distinction l)etwaeu 
this c'lansc unci the clause referred to hv Mr. Namndm Kumar liusu 
is this: Here u man will not Im- cdigihle for ap))ointment as an officer 
if he in in debt, while the othc*r one is that wheihew he shcnild Is* 
n)inovc*d from sc»nice <»r not if he is in deht. So th«*r»* is a difference 
bet weem the two, hut this motion is for the deletion of the whole 
clause. In the other clause then* is no provision as to whf» should 
dcM-ide whe^'thew a man is in deht c»r not; in this there iit the provision 
that if a man is in deht. he would nc»t Is* eligible* for any cdfici* or 
if an affic 4 *r is in debt, he should l>© n^moved. There is this distinc tion 
between this clause and thc^ clause refeired to by Mr. Btisu. 

1 do not exactly undc*rstaiid why thm* Nhcmld Isv this unxicMy to 
safeguard the interests of candidates in debt, ft is a most salutary 
principle* — an accepted principle — that if a man in serimisly in debt, 
he should not be upf)ointcd to any fniblic* office. On this ground 1 
oppose this amendment. 

Mr. Roy pointed out that there would lie no harm if the health 
officer be in debt, but the health officer is an impfirioat officer of the 
mutficipality on whoe^ recxmimendaiion proeeciitioiis ore iinstitiite<1 
under the Food Adulteraiicm A<‘t and we eonnot afford to see an indebt f*d 
man af^inted. It is against all public principles that a man who 
is seriously in debt should la« appointed to any responsible office. I 
admit that it is no sin to get into debts, that circumstances may 
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compel people ^ incur debts, but tbat is no reason why ^e should gd- 
out of our way to o£fer appointments to those who are already in 
debt. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shith was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 69 stand pj|frt of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Aiiyoiimiiiont. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Monday, the 22nd 
August, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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the heart . fQ) 134. [ 


EMm, Mvi km Makmtm KInm 

flD 04 in TSftnliuf : (Q) 264. 

Myrnenaingli Jiaii ineident on aeeount 
of tomaiio : (Q) 191. 

ExelM mrnn 

Memorial Nuhmitteil by, regarding pay and 

atatua. etc. ■ (Q) 20l, 

FarMpiir 

Itailwiiv station al ; (Q) |6. 

rara^til, Tkt Hm'M Namk K. «. M.,^KIhui 
■ ibtiMr 

Haiiouhnl l*e-oplt*a Bank ■ Miaappropnation 
of a larije an.ount of muricy fnun . 14. 

Weaving mdnntrieH m Narasaugnnj aiih- 
diviNion : 15, 16 

Fitittllali, Miiluiiiiiiui 

I’n>vmetal ri' venue : (Q) 29 

Hemoval of the lieatlqunrtem of tlie diitriet 
of NiaUcluUi : (Q) 279. 

r«rmttr. Mr. 4. OMipMI 

Hill. Bengal MimioijMil. 1932 1 15. 303, 311. 

SIMM, Or. Anittlira Raton 


Hill, fk-ngal 

MiinieijMil, hl,32 

6.1. 

120. J29, 

MM. 

170 

172. 177. I7h. 

IH4. 

IH0MK7. 

207. 

211. 

213. 216, 217. 

220. 

221 225, 

234. 

2H4 2 

H5. 291. 29H 




llltr«*at iiMuit of priMotier* in Diun Burn 
Hiaaial .fail {(^) 267 26h. 

Vi»it-or» t.. jaiin : (Q) 266 267, 

•kiuMa. Ik* Hm’M* AlkakI Mr AIM- 
NarlM 

Abfditkm of U»e dixlni t of Jeaw.re ; (Qj 21. 

mwWmmmtmi pVMIMIIvM 

Supply of, Ui lilwarim : (Q) HQ, 

OtvwaiMiit mImMi aoi aMtogM 

1 Vprr>vin<uabr.ation of : (Q) 79, 

Oapto, Mr. 4, N. 

Hdl, Bengal .Muntcipai, 1932 i 36. 

NMttoh MaMwi AftM 


Bill, B<<ngai Munietfial. 1932 : 264. 
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Hmm, KkM laMitr Mauhrl Aiiial 

Bin Bengal Munir ipal. 1932 : 51. 52. 90. 

112, 113, 116. 1H7, 214, 218, 210, 231- 
232, 244, 290, 307, 317. 

LaiidlonlN^ transfer fef« : 265. 

NffH Jail 

AiManIt. of priaoiierH in : (Q) H6. 

UMilii, Nawak Mailiamifi Kkan Baliatfur 

Bill, Bruigal Municipal : 60 

Nanain, Maalvi Maliamniad 

Bill, Brnigal Municipal. 1032 : IHS. 

Hoftil, Qovarnmtnt, MMUm 

SufM'nntenrlent r»f : (0) 2* 

Hu^, Mr. A. K. Fail-ul 

Am'Ht of Mir/.a AIkIoI Kuadcr : (Q) 271 
275. 

. Bill. Bengal Municipal. 1032 : 44-48. 

Iirtartft an laani in Btnial 

Relief agairiNt tlie exorinfant raf<* <»f • (Q) ( 

N2-83 j 

lilamla Collaft, Calcutta j 

Leav«' of I'niu’ipal, and arOing arraiure- I 

riK'nlH in liiH pla<*e at • (<.^) 76*78. j 

Jaili j 

Viaitora to : (Q) 26tl-2tl7 

i 

4aMart 

Abolition of tlie 4|iHtrici of ((,/) 21. | 

Outragf'H on f**mnl<* iixHlratv iii : (Q) 2tt0- { 

27(t. 1 

! 

4avaailc Oaurtt I 

Honorary Women Magnitnitea for ; (Cif) H4. I 

Katfar, Mirta AMat 

Aiwat of : (g) 271-275. 

KaiaM, Maalfi Akal 

Bill, Bengal Muniei|>al, 1032 : 30. 63. 66. 60. 
no, 145. 160. 204. 303. 

KIMW, Maaivi TamiaiiMlB 

Bai. Bengal Munieipal. 1032 : 106, 1(17, 124, 

126, 127. 144. 146, 160, 163. 164. 174. 176, 
247. 289. 

Exorbitant rate oi interewt prevailing in 
Bengal ; (Q) 82. 


Khulna Jail 

Arcomrnodation of prisoners in : (Q) 133. 
Diet of priaoners in : (Q) 83, 84. 

Lantflarii* traniftr fact : (Q) 204-265. 

MaHi, Mr. R. 

naaaHIcation of convict Sunity Chow- 
' (Ihury : (Q) 81, 

iHdenii Kanimirn Knmar Dan : (Q) 102. 

McCical Count. Caleutta 

.Af>})ointinent« in the : IQ) 87 

l!lc<'l ro<-i»r.liognipliic exannuHt ion in : (Q) 
80 

Klectro<*nrtliolognnl Department and I'.lrx • 
’ tCc>canli<6ogicat operator, in tlu‘ • (Q) 

1^2, m 

I’ntfc.HHur of IMiyHi(»li*tr\ in the (Q) 10 

Milnagarc 

llungcr-Htrikc by ci\ il dmolxvlienee pn- 
sonenr III, Jail • (Qt 75 
PoHHcusioM of a r**Mid'-ncc of a Hiri'lii hotiK'- 
holdcr in. for qimrt4‘niit: additioiwil 

pola r- • (g) 21 

MitfurC HftpHal, Dacca 

.Snrg«*on of (g) IMI 

Mittcr, The Hon ’hit Bi^ #rova«h Chunitr, Kt- 

.Vcciiminoihtt ion of pnaonerH m Khulna 
DiHtnct Jail : 133, 134. 

Acn-agi- of non cnlti\at4Hi land in Bankura: 
251. 252 

.\p|H>mtnK‘nt of rh'pn-jwTHl elaaar'a tn diB- 
tnet ot!h‘**a : 275-276. 

.\H<umlt of |»n»«<>ner ShilMhankar in the 
Dum Dum SiM'cial Jail : 260-262. 

and rent colh'ct am of eatatea under the 
('ourt of Wanla : 202. 

C'lvil dinob.xlHnu'e prisoners, female : 

74 75. 

('Inaaifleation of prisoner Prorlyot Kumar 
Bhattaeluurya : Hi. 

ClaMMbcation of pnaoner Sudhmdra Kumar 
Roy. of .Mx'menamgh : 30, 

CUuKifieation of Sunity Chowdliury (con- 
vict) : 82. 
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■Mir, UN HWMi Hr nwMk MHMrtir, Ni 

Diet U prteoim in Kbulnn Jail ; SS. 

84. 

EitaiiMi held dirret by Ofivernrorat : 

278. 

flood m Tangail : 264. 

Kunger-atrikofl by oivtl diaobadienfle pri- 
aoneta in the liajtiluUu and MkhiapotT 
Jada: 76-76. 

lUtfoatrofmt of priaooen in Dum Dmn 
Special Jatl : 268. 

Kutubdia embankment : 277. 

Landlorda' tranirfer feen : 2ti6. 

Leave of Supertnteiulent of A<lditional 
Special Jail. Dum Dum : 166. 

Mymeruiiriiih Jail iiu idetit on acciiunt of 
torniMlo : 102-166. 

PractH'«‘ of deacrihtng oeeiipanoy hoiduiftn 
in Hale ileodii aa tiiukarart ; 266. 

Service* of revenue prooetmea , 268, 260. 

Tlieft eiothea of pruiuuer«i ui Um Dum 
Duiii SiMHual Jail . 74. 

V'witom to jaili t 267. 

Mtmlii, KImm laiiiiar Makimmi AMvl 

Bill. Ihmgn! Muturi^Mti. 1032 ; IOh, 100, 

1 10. 20H, 233 234. 

Su|ier«men<k*ntN of iiovi-rrunrfii MrMdetn 
Itoateb : (D) 22 

ntikirjM, Mr. lyan tap riE ti 

AUowanoea to detenuM ; (Q) 130 , 140 . 

BilL Bengal Munirifial. 1032 . 04. 

Dditagong incident* ; (Q) 06 , 86 . 

Daprovincialisation of (kivemmeni *rhool« 
and oollega* : (Q) 79 . 

Leave of Principal. lalamla College, Cal- 

outU : (Q) 76-79. 

IUdoet4on in Provineial eapendilure : (Q) 

78, 79. 

Msiar 8I9I| pitvflM 

lUgiitiatioa lea* on : (Q.) 26. 

Molar Veliielea Tax T>efMu4meQt : Appoint- 
MHa made in : (Q-) 90. 

Bili« MaBM|Md« I9M : m 



Grade pay of the amployaae of Mw 
Oovammani Ftm j (Q.) 17, 


Impiovemeol of : (Q.) 79, 80. 


Incidonta at the jaii cm aooouni of l|pa 
toranduat . (Q.) 191. 

Bat, B mf f i B,A« 

Bill. Bengal Municipal, 1938 1 196 . , 

MML BaMi 8«kMI 

AcH'cimfumlarion of priaoneri in t (Q.) III. 

Caw'M of outrage on female modaaty in 
Jeamre ; (Q ) 260 270. 

Diet of pruMmcm in Khulna Jail : (Q.) 83, 

Leave of Mu|»erintendent t»f Afkiltkonal 

Hpoeiat Jail. Dmn Dum : (Q.) 198. 

BaraiaataaJ 

Weaving induatrien mul cxploilailoti of 
tlie waaverN in j (G.f 16. 

B«ilma88ia, tk« N9R*klt Mr. Kk«a|i 

Alw>litt«in <»f the Hindu hoatal of tlie 
ChitUigdng Coil«!»ge : I09-8OO. 

DopnnviiHiiahitAtion of Govammani aolioola 
aiiil I'oHage* ; 70. 

I,«ave of Principal, lalamia Cbllata s 
76 70. 

SutM'nntondenU of (iovemrnerit Moahati 
lumlelit ; 23 

Ihifiply of Government puNieation* to 

Itbranet : 80. 


Government advartiaMnaoto in i (f).f 141. 


Shifting of the beadqoartani of Iba fUrtriiil 
of : (Q.) 264. 

Tbafta eommlUad la : (Q.) 184, Sii. 


Mt.R.a.MarUaMv:ia. 
Mr. B. F. Fatfo i 13. 

Mr. J.D. V.HodfaiTt. 
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iMPiMbifSB 

pMb0tlo0 ol diMoribing, in MieKlaecU m 
. IlMdutfWri : (Q.) 266 . 266 . 



iddnxinaftmtkKD of civil justice in the court 
0 ^ the IMstfiot Judge of : (Q.) 1117, 126. 

Appointment of pemmi beloiiging to 
depresMd cle«MMi in the office of the 
Jdegistrete and Collector of : (Q.) 276, 
‘ 176. 



^1, Bengal Municipal. 1182 : 119. 121, 
m, 176 177. 204. 241, 314. 

Diiioontinuanoe of Bohor<Bhedarganj Kerry 
Borvioe : (Q.) 262. 

Weaving indiMtrkw tn Narayanganj 
eubdivisbn i (Q.) 16. 

fwmM, Mr. (TIM H6a*Mt Raja Mr Man- 
•lillMi Math IliHf OkaaiiliaH, Kt., al 
. MMMaili) 

Ruling by — in connection with the Bengal 
Municipal Bill, 1932, tliat he could 
accept any amendment on abort notice 
and even without notice : 36. 

remark by — that a auggeetion ia not a 
point of order : 39. 

ruling by — that it in permiaaible to a 
member of the Couiu*ii to find fault with 
another member for having cauaed 
waste of time by bringing forward an 
amendment approved by the t'luur. 
when he waa merely voicing hiti own 
thereby ; 6H. 

allowing motiona to be moved with alight 
alterationa ; 66. 

allowing queationa to be put on a atate- 
meni made by an hou’ble member of 
Ug^fiernment provided they are relevant 
and are meant to further elucidate any 
matter of fact of that alatement ; 91. 

Obearration t^/^-that no change in the 
wording of aa amendment oouki be 
made at a stage when be had put the 
ameodiiiint ta «h%pbte and a divinon 
had been caUed : lol. 

that progtees in the htMtoeea of the 
Botan eanaot bt^ made unlw membste 
ooolbied 4 (tlMByMivBe eMoDy to the 
' betoia C 
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M liil iH, Mr. (Tit Nmi’IIi Riji Mr MM- 
■MM Halil Ray ChaaMiari, Kt. if 

taataili) 

Allowing two amendments to be reduced 
to one : 120. 

Dieapproving of any m«nber calling a 
diviahm light-heartedly : 123. 

ruling by — that no membws* retnarke 
ahoukl encroach on amendments not 
beibcw the House : 126. 

Allowing postponement of discussion of a 
clause, to revMt to it later, in order to 
give time for better drafting : 170. 

Observation by— that if a motion wee pot 
when several luomberH wanted to speak 
on it. but did not got an opportunity 
to do so, and if a member rose to point 
this out to Mr. President, he was not 
rising on a point of order arising from 
that circumstance : 174. 

In reply to Mr. W. H. Thompson's 
suggestion, that much of tlio time of the 
Council would besavc^l if members who 
had tabled amendments and approached 
members or ministers of Government 
beforehand, in ordmr to ascertain which 
of tbeon would be ac^'eptable to Govern- 
ment, and abandoned timse that Gov- 
ernment did not appmve, that it was 
not the fun<‘tion of the Chair to throw 
out such a hint : l6l. 

Disapproving of hypothetical supple- 
mentary questions being put ; 199. 

Ruling by — that a member can move a 
motion tableil by another mem her aa his 
own motion only : 216. 

Remark by — to a suggestion froqp Kh a n 
Bahadur Maulvi Asisul Haque that the 
decision of the House on a motion be 
taken by the raising of hands in oirdsr to 
save time, that it would be bettar & 
the decision which he gave on the 
strength of ^oioes were not chaUaagtd: 
221 . 

O b s er v atio n by -Iha* no member is pir> 
mitted to raler to mattets co on sets d 
with any case that is pemlii ^ : 282. 

Dtsoonraging undue ■ s t i ws s on Jbe snunsla 
UoB of an prinoi|ds : 186. 
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PruMMit, Mr. (TM HM*Mt Ri)a Mr Mm- 
natlui Natk Ray Ohautffcari, Kt., tf 

laatMii) 

Agreeing to ait till T*15 every dny at the 
compromiao Huggextion of Uie Ifon'ble 
Minister, Loeal 8elf (Joveminont Dc- 
partment, in rhargo of tl»e J^h'ugal 
Municipal Bill, 1932 ; 245. 

Observation by~thnt no ineinlM>r can 
interrupt another member unkwK ♦bia 
latter gives way : 28.’i. 

Not allowing a motion alandtng 4fi '^the 
name <»f one member to l>e movwl by 
another after it was eallwl • 299. 

Prttt, Btncal Qovtrnmfiil 

Apjirentices in : (Q.) 251. 

Grade pay of the employ<s<s in : (Q.) 17. 

Provincial aKpanaitoro - 

Sto})S taken to bring aixmt rwluction in : 

(Q ) 7S. 

Provincial ravanua 

Statement of, for the last 3 years ; (Q ) 29. 

Public HaaHli Oopartmant 

Analysis of water of the jute mills in ; (Q ) 
135. 

Rai Mabaaai, Munintfra Dab 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 ; 34. (Wt, 93. 
95. 117-118, 129. l(Mt.l61, 168, 177. IHO. 
184, 209-211, 236, 238, 240, 308. 31 1 312. 
314-315, 319, 320. 

Dacoitios arul thefts in Ooumadi, Bakar- 
ganj : (Q.) 130. 

Prisoners and detenus : (Q.) 263. 

Supply of Covemraont publieations to 
librarioH ; (Q.) 80. 

Rajtbabi 

Hunger-strike by (i\ii Oisnlje. lienee 

pristmers in : (Q.) 75, 7(5 

Ranagbat 

Peoples* Bank : misappropriatHin of a 
large amount «»f money from : (Q ) 13, 

Ray, iabn Antftyoiban 

Appointment of {lereons bekmging to the 
baekwanl elasses in the C’aleutta Poliee 
(QO 25, 26. 

Appointtneet ^ persons of the 

, claaees in (Mrtrict olBeei : (Q.) 276. 

Service of revenue pr mjM Pe< t "t (Q.) 268, 


Ray, Mabaraja JafiMab Nitb, at DiiM|p«r 

Cess and rent colleetion of Mtotea unde^ 
the Court of Wanls : (Q.) 202. 

Improvement of Mursliklabad>l^ieelitig 
Hoad in North Bengal : (Q.) 79, 60. 

. Ray, tabu KbtHar Mabaa 

Bill, Bengal Muniei^iah 1932 i 66, 68, Ittl, 

102 . 

Persons arrested, lonvieieit and detained 
under Uie Criminal Law Amendmint 
Arts and OnlituMirtNi : (Q.) 270. ^ 

'ui 

Ray, Mr. tbaatl tbabliaraaimr ; 

BUI. Bengal Municipal, 1932; 36, 36, .37, 
116. 302. 

Firings to dis^xurse unlawful asaemhly ; 
(Q.) 267. 269, 260. 

Taking posecaeion of a reeidenee of a HbarivA 
house-holder in Midnaporo fo» quart- 
ering iMlditional |83ilitin (Q.) 21. l2r^* 

Ray Clib«6bttry, iabo latJib ChaaOra 

Bill. Bengal Munui|>Hl. 1932: 79. 98. lJu. 
112 . 

ConvK’tioriH in eoiiniH>tn>n with 'the »i\il 
iIihoImh lienee movement : (Q ) 25<». 

RfM, tba Nan*blt Mr. R. N. 

AdinmiMf ration <»f oivil justice in the (ourt 
of the District .Tudge of Pehrm 197 198, 

Allowances to detiuuis : 139, 149, 

Arrtwt of Mirta Alslul Kwier : 272-273, 

Assiuilt on pii>4oncr« in the Hijii dail t 86. 

Chittagong incidents : 85 86. 

( ’oii\ iriioriiH in JoriicHlion adlli tlie civil 
. diiwdKNiiciiff movement . 250 

^ Daioities and theft in (Joiima^h, liakat>,, 

; giuij l.'JO 

j D< t 4 nu Faiiindra Kumar iMs J.W. 

i: nor bit ant r»l«e of interest on |o4fis 
prevailing in Befigal : 82. 

Firings to d»*ifK>rse unlawful assembly i 
257 200. 

Firing ufwn t'n^wdp Maliling rmOm^ 
tH»n of cliaukiflilri or iinkm boanl taiwii ; 
277 

Hono^ wmaeti nmgfmrtOm for juvantia 
cou^ ; 61^ ' 
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KewMpapem and Government adverttt©* 
menu : 141. 

OHioem belonging to the ddpre»#te<l cIomhoh 
in tlte Oalcutta Police ; 25. 

Ouiragee on the modesty of women in I 
JoflMore : 269-270. 

PotMMion of the re8i4onee of a Hindn 
hoiu»e*holdor in Mklnaptiro for tjnarter- 
ing additional police : 21 - 22 . 

ProNentation of the Itoport of the Select 
Committee on the liengal Suppreoeion 
of Torrortat Outrag«^« Hill, 1932 : 2o4. 

Prieonofi ond detemw : 253. 

Private motor care, rcgiatration fee* on : 

26. 

Pr(»cem-Mrv(m4 26, 27. 

Shifting of <h« lioadqnartorH of the Noa- 
k1k»U dletriot : 254, 270. 

Statement on the Chittagong iiicidentH : 

01 . 

Theft H commit t<Hl in Koakhali : 255-267. 

Reconstitution of imum oourU in Chitta- 
gong : 14. 

Whereabout* of detenu Akhll ('liandra 
Mahalanabi* : 132. 

Rty, tibii NartbMM 

nill. Ilciigal Municipal, 1032 : 26H. j 

Rgy, talii itiyfiidra Natii j 

Analynbl of water of jute miU* in the Puhhr | 
lUaltb DigMirtmcnt : (G ) 135 I 

Ap|toinhii«ftllrma«lc lu the* .Mona \ r-lm h s 

^ Tax IJefUrtmcnt : (Q ) t>o ; 

Bill, fkingal Muiiicijail. 1032 : 33. 3 h. 5t», 

6t. 67. 103, lU. 125. 146. 155-16H. 161. i 
46ti. 173. 183, 2i0. 213. 229, R40. 205. 
m m 317, 323 

Firing upon crowd* recuMting the re«%liHi%- 
ikm of obaiikiitari or union IkiuixI taxef^ : 

377. 

Rn • mmnmr iiagii 

Rtolemcnt of eataUi^ held ilirect hy 
OovmBMnt I <1^4 2n.27g. 

Rty, HR. UnR R««ir 

Haiufbat BiopMa' Souk t miaiippropria- 
ikm of mfxmy tnm ' 13. , 


Rn, tiM NM’Mt Mr. Bijty PrauM fiagk 

Analysis of water of the jute mills in th© 
Public Health Department : 136, 136. 
Ai>pointment8 in the Calcutta Blbdical 
College : 87. 

Appointments in the Motor Vehicles Tax 
Department 1 90, 

Bill, Bengal Municipal,’ 1932 : 30, 32, 34. 
35, 36, 67, 6H, 59, 66, 70,414, 96, 96, 97, 
08, 99, 100.103, 106, 107-109, 111, 112. 
116, 118, 119, 120-I2J, 123, 126, 127, 
129, 147, J49, 151, 162. 154, 155, 156, 
168. 159, 160-163, 165-166. 167, 170-171, 
173-178, 179, 180, 182-189, 205, 207. 
211-212. 214-215, 217, 219, 221, 226. 
227. 228. 234 240, 242. 244, 246 247, 
285-286. 28S-2{H), 205-298, .300-301. 

303-304, .308. .311. 313-316, 318-319, .321, 
323. 

Kloctrocardiogmph : 134. 
KkvtnMftrdiographic examination in the 
(’al(‘Utta Mceh. al (Ville*ge' : H9. 
Khvtn>carilioU)gical I>c(>urtment and 
KlcotrooardiologicttJ ofwrotor in the 
Calcutta Medical College ; 132, 133. 

rmprovemont of the Murshidabad- Darjee- 
ling Root! in North Bengal * 80. 

Ix^prosy in Baokura i 27, 28. 

Mennorial of Excise* petty officers reganling 
their pay and proftpe-cts : 201. 

Professor of Phj>eK*logy in the Medical 
College, Calcutta : 20 

Surgeon of Dacra Mitfonl Hospital t (Q.) 
!8>. 

Roy IllMtMliiH, Rab« Ntm Cbanira 

•Shifting of the lKMid(|uurtcr'< of tlie district 
of .N\»ftkhah : (Q ) 251. 

I'hnfta committed in Noakliali :1Q) 254 

267. 

taiMM, Rata Satya Ktokar 

Acreage of um-euitiv'ated land m Bankurm : 
(Q.)25l.^. 

Bill, TkmgiU Muniri[>al. ]932 : 22). 

iarkor, iako Riiiai Btkari 

Bill, Bengal Munieipa), 1932 : 282. 291. 

tarkor. Rai Mlk Rokali MMMa 

Appointment of d ep r eas od daoMa in 
the oflSee of the Magiftrate and Oof^ 
Wtor. POhna . (Q.) 275. 
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IkingtU Munkti|Mhi, 1932 : 123. 175, 
179, .m. 225, 229. 305. 310. 313. ^ 

•mi iiNrlt, Dr. Naiiiti Cluuiim 

Apprcntutw in licngal Oovi'-rnmont 
l?9m : (Q.) 251 


Atmult of priioiiftrM in Hijli J>ul , (QJ ^0 


Bill, Ik^ngal 

1 

i 

« 

Cl 

1. 57 


97. 100, 1 

11.112, 

114. 115, 

IlN 

120 

•124, 

l27. 

I2N. 14 

14.3. 153. 

I.".: 

1 .'iS 

169, 

174.' 

177.179. 

*182. 138. 

20tb 

213 

228. 

232. 

245, 248-249. 290- 

:;»2. 

2H5 

291. 

299. 

:m. ;ioi 

302 




dfMHini HUon of priHoiuT SudhiiKlm Ktitnnr 
Hr»y «)f Mytncnringh ; (Q ) 30 


Sltah, Maahrl AMut HamM 

10!), tOniK'Hl Muniniml, 1932 : 09. 14«,321. 

tlnfli. trijtft Tai lakatfar 

Kl<v'tr£Mon)n)l<t>ru’rtl iVfmrfnunit nrwi 
irtw nnliuloEK al in tliD 

(’iik‘Utt/1 { (Q.) 132 

Umdlonln’ tnuiAfur foe* ; (Q.) 204. 

Pnn tico of d<Nicribti^{ oocupnncy holiling** 
in fwlo-dfwirimi ntokarmrl : (Q.) 205'200. 

•ialM, Mam iftaiMRRra Rararaa, 
af Natliipar 

MtUiiri{>iU, 1932 : 154. 


•aknwarRy, Mr. H. 1. 

v«Bill, Muniripnl. 1932 : lAO. 

Leave of Princiiml, lalamla OaUngo, 
outta : 

nmol 

nood ill : (Q.) 204. 
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